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Subscribe Today at Huge Savings! Considered the birthplace of the overwater bungalow,
French Polynesia is renowned for its luxury resorts, which run the gamut from eco-friendly
private islands to posh retreats from international brands. For travelers looking for five-star
accommodations, these resorts are also the primary options in the region since, for the most
part, the private home rentals in the islands skew more rustic. One property aiming to change
that: Bora Bora One , a five-suite estate available as a single booking located across from the
main island of Bora Bora. Set on a private beach bordered by a quiet lagoon, the estate is
relaunching this week with a totally redone lookâ€”as seen in these exclusive first-look
photosâ€”as well as upgraded services that now provide a truly resort-level experience. The
property was originally built in and underwent renovations from the spring of until earlier this
year. In addition to design upgrades including the addition of local Tahaa stone walls, teak
floors, sliding glass doors and solar panels, the revamped estate features new tennis courts, a
state-of the-art gym stocked with such equipment as a Woodway Wattbike, a Concept 2 rower,
and a boxing area with punching and speed bags and a pool deck outfitted with daybeds,
hammocks and teak chaises. The main swimming pool is ringed by daybeds and hammocks.
Bora Bora One. Each of the five suites has its own lagoon-facing terrace, while the spacious
living room opens up to outdoor lounging spaces, the main swimming pool, an outdoor pool
table and a beachside traditional Tahitian thatched structure complete with a bar and sound
systemâ€”making it ideal for sunset cocktails. The addition of the private chefâ€”who will craft
three meals a day for the guests, to be served anywhere on the propertyâ€”is among the
services introduced with the renovations. A dedicated housekeeping team will keep things
running smoothly, a resident masseuse can be arranged upon request the new gym also has a
massage room and the estate concierge and head butler can arrange such on-site activities as a
garden-to-table cooking class, yoga classes, volleyball and soccer matches and game nights
under the stars. For an additional fee, the team can also arrange such off-site fun as motu
picnics, wine tastings on a yacht, trips to Bora Bora for shopping and dining, plus scuba diving,
kayaking, parasailing, jet skiing, swimming with manta rays and more. Plus, get digital edition
access and a free tote bag. Travel Destinations Hotels Resorts Spas. Partners La Prairie
Knightscope Textron. RR One. Search Close. Give the Gift of Luxury. Access Exclusive Content
All Year. RR One Subscribe. By Sandra Ramani. Sandra Ramani. Like this article? Get the Robb
Report newsletter for similar stories delivered straight to your inbox. Subscribe Today! Latest
Galleries in Destinations. More From Our Brands. It was certainly at the top of mine! I knew Bora
Bora was a luxury destination with a luxury price point, but if we were going all that way I
thought we had better go when we were able. This site may contain affiliate links to products.
We may receive a commission for purchases made through these links, at no cost to you. All of
the large resorts on Bora Bora are located on outlying motus small islands surrounding the
main Bora Bora island. The Conrad is no different, although unlike the other resorts it is
ocean-facing rather than mountain-facing. The only way to arrive is by boat transfer, and the
resort provides this service for a fee. The transfer from Vaitape the main town to the Conrad
Bora Bora Nui resort departs on a schedule, which is posted where the free airport ferry drops
you off. I e-mailed the resort ahead of time to let them know what time we would be taking the
boat, just to make sure they knew we were coming. The boat departed just about on time and
the ride was a scenic 15 or so minutes. When we arrived, our luggage was whisked away and we
were given an ice-cold towel and hibiscus-infused water. They wanted to know our plan so they
could schedule us on the appropriate boat. After all that Kevin, myself, and two other ladies
boarded a golf cart so the concierge could give us a quick welcome tour. The concierge then
dropped the two ladies off at the pool bar and drove Kevin and me to our room. Although we
booked a King Garden View Suite basically a large hotel room, the lowest category they have ,
we were upgraded to a King Deluxe Overwater Villa for our entire stay. I never found out why
exactly we were upgraded, but I was over the moon! An overwater bungalow in Bora Bora?? It
was THAT cool. The concierge gave us a very detailed tour of our villa, showing us where all the
important switches were and how to use everything. I tried to stay cool but I probably looked as
excited as if Chris Hemsworth had just proposed to me!! The 1, square foot room was divided
between a large bedroom, huge bathroom, a dressing room, and a large two-tiered deck for
outdoor living space. One side had a large mirror, sink, lots of counter space, and a walk-in
shower with a large rainfall shower head. This was mirrored on the other side, with a toilet room
instead of a shower. The toiletries were Mandarin Tea brand. The little dressing room beside the
bathroom had a small desk, closet space, a safe, and robes and slippers for when we felt bougie
so all the time. The mini bar was extensive, with all manners of snacks, beer, wine, liquor, and
non-alcoholic drinks. The menu showed the prices, and it was all very expensive true Bora Bora
style. There was also an espresso machine and an electric kettle for our ramen tea. My favorite
part of the room was the Bluetooth sound system. The grounds of the resort are extensive and

cover a large area on the backside of a hilly motu. It faces the ocean and reef. There are a few
parts of the resort where there is a view of the iconic Mount Otemanu, but most of the property
has sea views. Since the resort is so big, they provide you with free bicycles to get around the
property. They were kind of just strewn around for the taking, although they were in varying
states of disrepair. Some were rusty, others had broken chains, and still others had flat tires. It
was an adventure each time we rode, but it was still better than walking. There are 4 restaurants
on property, as well as pool service and room service. There is a French restaurant, a Chinese
restaurant, a sushi lounge, and a beach grill closed for dinner. Of all those, we only ate dinner at
the sushi lounge. We had room service twice and indulged in the Polynesian dinner one night.
We visited the resort in February, which is the low season. The resort was undergoing
renovations while we were there, and the sushi lounge closed the day after we arrived. This
meant there were only 2 dinner restaurants available, or room service. We were too comfy in our
room to go out and we thought it might save us some money to order in, despite the service
charge. The other restaurants were a little too upscale for our budget, although I do wish we
could have tried the food. Breakfast is served in the Iriatai French restaurant. It is buffet-style
although they did have an ala carte menu if you wanted to supplement with made-to-order eggs
or other items. I found the breakfast to be extraordinary, and were the best meals we had at the
Conrad Bora Bora Nui. The buffet was extensive, with sections upon sections of food. There
were tons of pastries, hot options with American and International selections , lots of fruit,
cereal, and basically anything else you could want. The food was delicious and we stole food
for later ate enough to not be too hungry for lunch later in the day. One of my credit cards
affords me Hilton Gold Status, which means that breakfasts for Kevin and me are
complimentary at Hilton properties. The Tarava Pool Bar is swim-up on one side, and you can
also order drinks and food to your lounger or cabana. Still not cheap, but the drinks are large
and tasty so we felt it was worth it to indulge once or twice. This was our base for all of our
on-property activities. You can check out snorkel gear, paddleboards, and kayaks free of
charge. They even have a schedule of activities happening throughout the week at the resort,
some of which are free and some require a charge. The best part about this shack is the tan
boys sunscreen! The resort provides free mineral reef-safe sunscreen in huge containers with
pumps. They offer SPF 30, 50, and also aloe vera if you still end up getting burnt. They got to
know me pretty well because I was over there reapplying so much! It was a fun part of the
evening, and a nice change from the other nights. We were lucky enough to be guests of the
marketing team, who arranged for us to enjoy the show and dinner in exchange for a few social
media shout-outs. Most of the service we received was very good. The service got a bit spotty
when it came to housekeeping. They were supposed to come twice a day, once to make up the
room and once for a turn down service. We were in the room a couple of times when they came
to make it up around lunchtime, so we just stepped out on the deck and let them do their thing.
The turn down was inconsistent, however. It may not have been a big deal except for the fact
that one of my Gold perks is to receive two bottles of water every day. Since we were sweating
like crazy every day and water was expensive to buy, we really looked forward to those bottles
of water. We even had to call a couple of the nights to make sure they were even coming to to
the turn-down service. Even then, the service was half-hearted and seemed incomplete. This
was really our only complaint about the resort or the service we encountered. There are plenty
of other amenities for those guests with
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a larger budget. You can schedule lots of romantic activities, such as lunch on a private island,
a champagne dinner with a view of the mountain, or breakfast delivered by canoe to your villa.
All of these types of services are for a fee. The Hina Spa enjoys a commanding location at the
top of the hill, with gorgeous views in all directions. Kevin and I did not indulge in any
treatments, unfortunately. Next time it might be worth it just for the location! The relaxation
comes a little easier in paradise. Bora Bora is an expensive location and the Conrad was no
exception. Although the service was a little spotty, the resort itself was spotless and very
updated. We had heard a few of the other resorts were a little dated, so we made the right
decision. It was unfortunate to not always have a view of the famous mountain. The hilly motu
made for lovely scenery, however, and we hardly experienced any wind on our side of the
resort. Quick Use Gorilla Pod Tripod. VLOG Camera. Our Main Camera.

