Whirlpool fuses

The thermal fuse in your dryer is important for the safe running of your machine. In fact, thermal
fuses can be found in many modern appliances. The role of the thermal fuse is to prevent fires,
by detecting when the dryer drum is overheating, and tripping in response. The dryer will
therefore stop running. A thermal fuse is a one-time use component, but luckily, they are
inexpensive and easy to replace. Remember, as the thermal fuse is a safety component, do not
use the dryer again until you have replaced it. With a new understanding of what the dryer
thermal fuse does, you might still be wondering, where is the thermal fuse on a dryer? The
thermal fuse is just 1 or 2 inches long and should be located on the exhaust duct, but the
location of the exhaust duct itself may differ depending on your model. You may now know
where to find your thermal fuse, but how can you tell if a thermal fuse has blown? These simple
steps summarize the process below:. Once you understand how to tell if a thermal fuse is
blown, you can move onto the next step: thermal fuse replacement. Once you have established
that your thermal fuse has blown, you will need to replace it. Luckily, replacing your thermal
fuse is a relatively easy task that does not require specialist equipment. The first step towards
dryer thermal fuse replacement is to purchase a replacement thermal fuse. Popular brands
include Maytag dryer thermal fuses , Kenmore dryer thermal fuses , and Whirlpool dryer thermal
fuses. You should choose the thermal fuse that works best for the make and model of your
dryer. The following is a simple overview of the steps you will take to a successful thermal fuse
replacement. Ready to get started with dryer thermal fuse replacement? Visit Repair Clinic and
type your dryer model number into our search bar to find thermal fuses for your dryer. Shop for
Maytag dryer thermal fuses , Kenmore dryer thermal fuses , Whirlpool dryer thermal fuses and
more. Skip to content Where is the Thermal Fuse on a Dryer? How to Tell if a Thermal Fuse is
Blown You may now know where to find your thermal fuse, but how can you tell if a thermal
fuse has blown? These simple steps summarize the process below: Unplug your dryer and
ensure it is no longer connected to the gas or electric. Locate the thermal fuse, as above.
Disconnect the thermal fuse from the wires. Test the fuse with a multimeter. If the needle on
your multimeter does not move, your thermal fuse is blow. Dryer Thermal Fuse Replacement
Once you have established that your thermal fuse has blown, you will need to replace it.
Disconnect your dryer from its power source. Remove the panel covering the blown thermal
fuse. Remove the wires and mounting screw from the blown fuse, to then remove the blown
fuse itself from the dryer. Replace the blown fuse with the new fuse, securing it with a screw
and reattaching the wires. Replace the dryer panel. Reconnect the dryer to its power source.
The most common cause of a blown thermal fuse is a blocked exhaust vent. Clean the exhaust
vent to prevent the thermal fuse from blowing again very quickly. Thermal fuses are required on
all dryers built since the s. A thermal fuse acts like a switch when dryer exhaust temperatures
climb too high. Should temperatures exceed normal loads, the thermal fuse triggers and shuts
down the dryer, which helps prevent fires. However, a thermal fuse is a one-time device. Once it
triggers, it must be replaced. After you access the device, testing a thermal fuse is a quick
procedure. Before turning the dryer back on again, troubleshoot what caused the thermal fuse
to trigger, and correct the problem. Sometimes, the drum on a Whirpool dryer continues to
operate even after the thermal fuse triggers. On other models, the dryer will not come on at all.
Remove the back access panel on the dryer, and look for the exhaust duct near the bottom of
the unit. The thermal fuse is either circular or oblong, often white plastic with black material in
the center and two wire leads. The thermal fuse is mounted on the exhaust duct. Some dryer
repair shops advocate bypassing the thermal fuse by adding a jumper wire. While this method
does determine whether the fuse is bad, it is too easy to forget to remove the jumper and
replace the thermal fuse. Instead, remove the wire leads from the thermal fuse and set a
multitester to its lowest RX setting. A reading of infinity indicates the thermal fuse is good. Any
other reading means the fuse has triggered and must be replaced. Two screws typically mount
the thermal fuse to the exhaust duct. Remove the screws and replace the fuse with one
designed for your Whirlpool dryer model. Manufacturers design thermal fuses for a range of
models, but the size, shape and temperature rating of fuses make a difference. Install the new
fuse and re-attach the wire leads. Before turning the power back on to the dryer, inspect the
appliance and troubleshoot the reasons the thermal fuse triggered. Check the dryer exhaust for
lint build up or an obstruction that may have caused a rise in temperature. Make sure the blower
motor turns easily without binding. Some repair shops replace the dryer cycling thermostat
anytime they replace a thermal fuse. These devices are located near the fuse, and often trigger
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