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Last Updated: July 2, References. This article was co-authored by our trained team of editors
and researchers who validated it for accuracy and comprehensiveness. There are 14 references
cited in this article, which can be found at the bottom of the page. This article has been viewed ,
times. Learn more Installing a new car stereo is a great way to breathe new life into your old
daily driver. Because every car and every model stereo are a bit different, you might want to do
some research on your specific car before getting started. To wire a car stereo, start by
disconnecting your car battery to avoid electrocuting yourself. Then, match the colored wires of
your radio and your car and twist the wires together. If your car requires an output converter,
connect this as well so your radio will work with your car. If it works fine, tuck all the wiring into
your dashboard and slide the stereo back into place. For more tips, including how to remove
your old car stereo before wiring in a new one, read on! Did this summary help you? Yes No.
We've been helping billions of people around the world continue to learn, adapt, grow, and
thrive for over a decade. Every dollar contributed enables us to keep providing high-quality
how-to help to people like you. Please consider supporting our work with a contribution to
wikiHow. Log in Social login does not work in incognito and private browsers. Please log in with
your username or email to continue. No account yet? Create an account. Edit this Article. We
use cookies to make wikiHow great. By using our site, you agree to our cookie policy. Cookie
Settings. Learn why people trust wikiHow. Download Article Explore this Article parts. Related
Articles. Article Summary. Part 1 of Purchase a wiring adaptor. Your new stereo will come with a
diagram indicating what each wire is and what it needs to be connected to, but that process can
be made much simpler by using a wiring harness clip adaptor. Use the diagram provided with
the stereo as well as the diagram provided with the clip, to loosely connect each of the wires to
the new adaptor. Using the adaptor greatly reduces the chances that you will make a mistake
wiring in your new stereo. Identify and connect loose wiring. If you are not using a wiring
harness clip adaptor, you will need to identify the wires coming out of the stereo, as well as
those coming out of the car. Use the repair manual for your car or locate a wiring diagram for
your car online to aid in your efforts to identify each wire. Most car stereos will require the
following connections: [2] X Research source The power wire coming from the stereo is usually
red, and likely will connect to a red wire from the car. The ground wire for the stereo will be
black, as will its corresponding wire from the car. If there is no ground wire, you can secure the
ground cable to bare metal in the body of the car to serve as a ground. The 12 volt constant
power wire is usually yellow or blue, though it may be a number of colors coming from the car.
The rest of the harness wires are for the speakers. Use the diagrams to properly match each
with its appropriate wire from the car. The antenna wire is much thicker with a metal head and
can be connected separately before you install the stereo. Connect the output convertor if
necessary. Some vehicles will require an output converter to make it work properly with
components of the car that are not common industry wide. Be sure you order an output
converter designed specifically for your year, make and model vehicle. Secure all connected
wires. Once all of the wiring has been connected to their corresponding wires, you will need to
make those connections permanent. There are a number of ways you can permanently bond
two wires together and while some may be more resilient than others, most will work just fine
for car stereo applications. Be sure there is no bare wire metal showing from any of the wire
connections by wrapping them in electric tape or heat-shrink wrap. You melt the solder onto the
wires to stick them together and as the solder cools it forms a permanent bond. Twisting wires
together and then covering them with heat-shrink wrap or electric tape will suffice for car
stereos. Connectors can be purchased that you simply slide both wires into and either crimp
them together with pliers or twist them together with your fingers. Part 2 of Disconnect the
battery. Once you locate the battery, use a hand or socket wrench to loosen the black cable
from the negative terminal on the battery. You will not need to remove the bolt entirely, instead
simply loosen it enough to pull the cable off of the terminal. To be sure the battery is
disconnected, check to see if the lights come on in the cabin of the car. Nothing electronic
should work with the battery disconnected. Disconnecting the battery will prevent you from
doing damage to the electrical system as well as protect you from shocks. Remove any
necessary pieces of trim. You will need to gain access to the sides of the stock head unit or
stereo in your center console. In some cars, that will require the removal of some pieces of
plastic trim. Be careful when removing trim pieces, as they may be brittle and subject to
cracking. Whenever possible, try to pull the piece of trim out slightly to get a look at what kind
of clip is used to attach it. You may need to slide the trim piece in a certain direction to separate
it, you may need to hit a release with a screw driver, or you may need to simply pull on it hard
enough. Checking first will prevent you from breaking off the clips and having to replace the
piece of trim. Determine how your head unit is mounted. Car stereos are all held in place using
one of two methods: spring clips or bolts. Each method requires a different technique for

removal. Spring clip mounts may not require the removal of any trim pieces and can be
identified by the matching pairs of holes on either side of the stereo. Stereos that are bolted into
place may require more trim removal, as you will need to gain access to the space behind the
stereo. If they are present, your stereo is held in place with spring clips. If there are no holes,
remove the trim below, above or to the side of the stereo to gain access to the bolts. Use DIN
tools to remove spring clipped stereos. If your stereo or head unit is held in place using spring
clips, you will need to purchase a pair of DIN tools. Insert one DIN tool into the two holes on the
left, and another into the two holes on the right. Press them both in until you hear the click of
the spring releasing. Spread the tools apart slightly to grip the back of the stereo and pull the
tools toward yourself. The stereo will slide out of the console of the car along with the tools.
Remove a bolted in stereo with wrenches. You will likely need to remove quite a bit more of the
trim to access bolts that hold your stereo in place than you would have with spring clipped
stereos. Once you are able to see the bolts, removing the stereo should be fairly
self-explanatory: there will likely be four bolts, either attaching the stereo to a bracket at the
back or on either side. Determine the size of the bolts, then use a hand wrench to remove them.
Unscrew these bolts and slide the stereo out. Remember that the stereo is still connected to the
car with wires, so be careful not to rip any out as you remove the stereo from the console.
Disconnect the wiring. If you are removing a stock head unit, there will likely be at least one
plastic clip with a number of wires going into it that you will need to disconnect. There may be a
second clip and an antennae cable as well in some cars. If you are removing an aftermarket
stereo, there is a possibility that there will be no clip and the previous stereo was wired loosely.
If that is the case, you may have to cut the wires in order to connect them to the new head unit.
Be careful when removing the wire harness clip from the back of the stereo. It may have a
plastic button or tab holding it in place. Part 3 of Test the stereo. Before you install the stereo in
the center console of your vehicle, reconnect the battery and turn the car on to make sure it is
functioning properly. With the stereo completely connected, turn it on and try a few functions.
Make sure all speakers in your vehicle are working and that CDs or your MP3 player play
properly. If you have been able to connect the antennae cable already, check to make sure the
radio works. If something does not work properly, review the connections with the wiring
diagrams that you have to make sure all of the wires are connected to their corresponding
match. Tuck all of the wiring into the dashboard. You may have noticed that most of the wires
you connected to your stereo allowed for quite a bit of slack. Take the connected car stereo in
one hand and use the other to tuck all of the extra wire back into the dashboard as you set the
stereo in its opening. If you have not been able to connect the large antennae cable yet because
it was too short, connect it now as you sit the stereo in its place. Try not to let the wiring get in
the way of the bracket you will need to bolt the stereo too if your stereo requires being bolted
into place. Slide the stereo back into place. Slowly slide the radio back into the opening in the
center console of the vehicle while being careful not to apply too much pressure to the face of
it. If you encounter resistance, do not force the stereo in any further. Instead remove the stereo
and identify what was in the way, move it, and attempt to slide the stereo in again. As you slide
the stereo into place, wires may snag or plastic brackets may come out of place. Forcing the
stereo past a snag can break things and make the stereo fail to function or seat properly in the
vehicle. These adaptors can be ordered at auto parts and electronics stores. Secure the new
stereo. If your stereo utilizes spring clips, it will click as it locks in place and you will not need to
take any further action to secure the stereo. If yours uses bolts and brackets, reuse the bolts
you removed earlier to secure the new stereo in the same place. If you had to use an adaptor to
properly fit the stereo in its space in the console, ensure the stereo is secured to the adaptor
and that the adaptor is secured to the car. Once done, try to wiggle the stereo. It should hardly
move at all when properly secured. Reinstall the trim. Being careful not to break any of the
plastic clips that hold the trim in place, reinstall each piece in the opposite order you removed
them. That means you should install the last piece you removed first, followed by the second to
last, and so on. This will make sure overlapping pieces are layered properly. Without the car
harness clip, how can I tap the wires from inside when wiring a car stereo? Moses Mk. You need
to look for your car electrical manual. A multimeter may come handy in this task. Head over to
professional installer or a friends that may know about it. Car electrical systems can be nasty;
never attempt without at least a basic knowledge. Not Helpful 1 Helpful 6. The key wire is for
transferring the electronic signals of turning the key fob to the battery, which turns on the rest
of the engine. Not Helpful 0 Helpful 3. This likely because you didn't connect to the red ACC
wire. The main positive wire usually a thicker yellow is directly tapped to your battery. So it is
important to connect to the correct wire. Not Helpful 1 Helpful 0. Unanswered Questions. How
do I connect the wires when wiring a car stereo? Can you tell me where the blue wire is
supposed to be attached on the car? Include your email address to get a message when this

question is answered. Related wikiHows How to. How to. More References 5. About This Article.
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Article Summary X To wire a car stereo, start by disconnecting your car battery to avoid
electrocuting yourself. Thanks to all authors for creating a page that has been read , times. Is
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this! Connector navigation system. Aerial Connector. DAB aerial input connection, optional.
Multi-pin connector 1, 8-pin, for loudspeaker outputs. Multi-pin connector 4, pin, for CD changer
control and CD audio input signals. Multi-pin connector 5, audio and video, pin. FM 2 aerial
input connection. VW Car Radio Stereo Audio Wiring Diagram Autoradio connector wire
installation schematic schema esquema de conexiones stecker konektor connecteur cable
shema car stereo harness wire speaker pinout connectors power how to install. VW Car radio
wiring diagrams. Car radio wire diagram stereo wiring diagram gm radio wiring diagram. Car
stereo wiring diagrams car radio wiring car radio wiring colors car radio wire car radio
connections wiring diagram car radio wire colours. VW auto radio wiring diagrams install car
radio. How to install car radio autoradio wiring harness stereo installation. How to install car
radio wires. Car radio install car wiring diagrams wiring harness pinout connector diagram. Car
stereo radio wiring diagram. How to wire a car radio wiring diagram for car stereo. Car stereo
wiring diagram radio installation head unit. Car radio wire colors car audio wiring free radio
wiring diagrams. Radio diagram wiring car radio car radio wiring diagrams. Free car radio wires
stock diagram. Car radio wiring colour codes car radio speakers. RCD 1. Multi-pin connector 2,
8-pin, for voltage supply lines and CAN bus. Multi-pin connector 3, pin, for telephone and
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Diagram. Car Stereo Wiring. Car Manuals. Service Manual. ALPHA only tuner. DG RC2 DC RC4
DC RC1 DC DGF E HCAH29W HA3XTW TDA x 2. AM or 93C TDAB x 2. HAF9RW HAD7HW or TAP
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all the features this radio has for the very reasonable price. If you plan to install the radio
yourself, depending on your vehicle, it could be extremely easy, a total pain, or likely
somewhere in between. You will most likely need an install kit of some kind because it's not
likely your car's existing wiring connector will be compatible with this radio. That's true of all
radios I've ever installed, not just this one. The install in my Honda CRV was pretty simple. It
only took about 2 hours. Not counting the time to connect the radio wiring harness to the
aftermarket wiring harness in the install kit I bought. These are twist connectors that are super
easy to use and fool proof. No soldering and no crimping needed. I had to modify the existing
radio mounting brackets that are used to attach the radio to the dash. My brackets had 2
dimples that had no place to go on the new radio. I also could not use the existing bracket
screws to attach to the new radio, but a couple of small wood screws worked perfectly. Once
installed, the radio came right on and was really straight forward to start listening to the radio.
Hooking to my phone via blue tooth was a breeze also. This was the main reason I got this
radio. The factory radio had no way to connect to my phone wirelessly. I have a backup camera
that I'm going to try to hook up, but I'm waiting to hear from the camera company to see if they
have an adapter to convert from their 5-pin connector to the standard RCA video input on the
back of the radio. Overall, I really like how the radio looks and sounds. It's definitely an
improvement over the factory radio. I would definitely recommend this radio to anyone looking
to improve most factory radios for a decent price. I like the sound and the appearance of the
radio. Not just for the money but function as well. Sounds great looks great and I've installed
hundreds of head units over the years. Even the SWC is flawless. No complaint at all.
Outstanding quality for the price all around. You will need a metra harness if your existing
system is amplified. It's a really good deal, and It looks really good for hoe reasonably priced it
is. It was easy to wire up. You will need to get a wiring kit, but each wire is clearly labeled. I got
a wiring kit at Walmart as well, they are right next to the car stereos they are at my Walmart
anyway, lol. What was really nice is that is the wires were color coded as well. They made it
really easy. It took me about 20 mines to wire it up, as soon as I got done with the harness, I had
to put it into my car to check it out. Don't mind the picture. I'll need to buy some brackets to
finish it up. I don't have a sub or amp or anything like that, but I turned it up, and it sounds good
at any volume. I bench tested this unit first before installing in my vehicle. The radio came with
a wire pigtail that plugs into the back of the radio; the pigtail wires are labeled indicating what
wire goes where, power, ground, antenna, front left, front right and so on. The hard part will be
identifying the correct wires coming from your vehicle to match up with the pigtail. This radio

also comes with a trim ring that will go around the radio if needed. Also you may need
additional mounting hardware for your installation which is not included. This radio was very
easy to set up for testing. I matched wires to the speakers, connected the power and ground
wires. Plugged in an antenna and I had music, using the touch screen I maneuvered to the
phone icon. I then opened Bluetooth on my phone and paired to the radio. In less than a minute
I was making hands free phone calls with voice activation using the Voice Activation button. I
then plugged in my back up camera and touched the screen once again for camera and had my
back up camera working. I inserted a CD and touched the CD icon had music. Simple easy to
use buttons to skip tracks or fast forward them. This was also the same when using the DVD
player. Picture quality was good and simple to use. Not able to use while driving. I didn't have a
flash drive or SD card to use at the time but I can see them working just as easily as everything
else I had already tested. The touch screen was simple and easy to use. Adjusting speakers left,
right and fader was easy to set up. The operation of the unit has been easy to setup and use.
The sound using the speakers I have were good personal preference and the Video playback for
camera and DVD was good. A good unit for the price. Start up is a little slow, touch screen is a
tad finicky but calibration should help with that. Pretty good sound quality, easy to use, simple
setup. Nice little inexpensive upgrade from factory head unit. This radio isn't worth it the time or
money spent. I actually spent more time because this is the second one that I have bought.
First, one never powered on and this was before install, I bench tested the unit, t was a failed
item. Returned it, no problem. I got the same unit and the pictures say it all. This unit, only 2
weeks old and today I went to push on screen to set the date and time and the screen cracked
about 1 inch above center of screen. Poor quality period as the saying goes " You get what you
pay for" , Save yourself the frustrations I went through and spend tour hard earned money on
something of better quality, I wish I did. My husband loves his new stereo. It was easy to
connect to phone movies look great shows name of songs playing the only issue is it doesnt
download the phones contacts. So you will have to pick up the phone to call out or look at the
phone if you dont know the number of the incoming caller. Other than that its great. Had to
purchase a in dash kit for my husbands dodge ram and fortunately it fit perfectly. I bought this
last month on the 18th and put it in my truck and used it like maybe 5 times since and my
screen just went black while I was driving and then the CD player just kept running like you
were trying to insert a disc and it won't stop with pushing the eject button or anything definitely
wouldn't not recommend might as well save your money and buy an Apple play radio which is
what I was gonna do and should of done now gotta replace this one and go through the wiring
all over again. Don't pay attention to the negative reviews about this product. I received it in two
days in excellent condition and had it installed the same day. For the price, this is the best radio
on the market in my opinion. Everything works just fine, The Bluetooth automatically connects
after the 1st time you pair it with your phone. The DVD players play's in great quality for such a
cheap screen. The SD card slot works with my 32gb micro SD flawlessly. The radio picks up
local stations with ease. I bought this back in August of For starters it was not compatible with
the Dual rear camera that I bought with it. It worked very well up until last week when it lost all
power. I had someone look at it from a local audio shop and they said that it cannot be repaired.
I do not recommend this product. I've had my radio couple of months now this isn't the first one
I bought from them they all seem to have the same issue with the internal equalizer every time
you turn on the radio it goes back to stock and you have to manually touch on The Equalizer so
it can go back to your preset but besides that it gets the job done. I purchased as a Christmas
gift in November, when I had the funds available. My son opened on Christmas day. I purchased
the wrong one. He wants to exchange or refund for a different one from the same company.
They refuse to help and said their return policy is only 30 days. You cannot return or exchange
thru Walmart, only thru the company. First stereo worked great but when I turned off the car the
eq feature kept resetting and system sounded horrible returned and the exchange worked but
wouldn't turn off when car was off had to manually turn off unit? What happened to 30 days
right hope my review helps keep rating. Here at Walmart. Your email address will never be sold
or distributed to a third party for any reason. Sorry, but we can't respond to individual
comments. If you need immediate assistance, please contact Customer Care. Your feedback
helps us make Walmart shopping better for millions of customers. Recent searches Clear All.
My Items. Enter Location. Update location. Free shipping with no order min. Restrictions apply.
Learn more. Back to item. Average Rating: 3. Write a review. Most helpful positive review.
Average Rating: 5. See more. Most helpful negative review. Average Rating: 1. Sort by: most
relevant most helpful newest to oldest oldest to newest high to low rating low to high rating.
December 16, Reviewed by ohio ohio Spark Reviewer. April 14, Verified purchase. August 18,
Verified purchase. August 8, Verified purchase. Reviewed by Jerry Jerry November 16, Verified
purchase. Need to buy harness conector also if you don't want to cut yor cars cables. Reviewed

by Candelario Candelario. Sounds really good, very reasonably priced I like how it has a lot of
optional inputs. The SD card slot is really cool, and convenient. Reviewed by AE86 AE Average
Rating: 4. December 19, Let me start off by indicating that I am not very Tec savvy. Not able to
use while driving I didn't have a flash drive or SD card to use at the time but I can see them
working just as easily as everything else I had already tested. I like all of the functions this radio
offers and the easy to use operation. Very happy with item. I would recommend this Radio!
Reviewed by SantaT SantaT. October 28, Verified purchase. Average Rating: 2
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