New 57 chevy body

In the process, I've seen more convoluted exhaust headers and whacked-out wheels than I
could count with my laptop. But I keep returning because I always find something novel. This
year, I noticed that vendors were selling complete new bodies for old cars. One booth at the
show was hawking fresh bodies for '60s Mustangs and Camaros. Another was offering newly
minted '57 Chevy bodies. These were not fiberglass replicas but stamped steel creations,
comprised of body panels that are interchangeable with stock pieces. They are ready to mate
with a frame, powertrain, and suspension to create a brand-new car. When I got back from the
show, I visited the company to see how it contrived to build these bodies in small volumes at a
reasonable price. EMI also builds restoration sheetmetal parts for cars ranging from '32 Ford
coupes to the '57 Chevy. In fact, one reason the company decided to do the entire '57 body was
that it was already building about half the body panels as replacement parts. These panels are
produced in the same fashion that production body parts are: by placing flat steel sheets
between two metal dies that have the shape of the final part and squeezing the dies together
with thousands of pounds of force. The major difference between the Chevy and the prototype
parts is in how the stamping dies are designed. The dies for the prototypes start from CAD
databases, or electronic representations of a car body's shape and size, created as the vehicles
are designed on computer screens. From that database, EMI's staff determines how the part
should be stamped. That means figuring out in which direction the stamping dies should move
and how many hits will be required. This is as much art as it is science, combining experience
â€” King has worked in sheetmetal stamping for 34 years â€” as well as specialized computer
programs such as Dynaform that help determine whether the flat steel sheets will crinkle or tear
as they are formed by the dies. Once the shapes of the dies are determined, a
computer-controlled milling machine is used to carve replicas of the dies from giant blocks of
foam â€” a front fender might require a female die that is eight feet long, five feet wide, and two
feet deep. These foam replicas are put into large steel frames where foundry sand sand laced
with adhesive is packed around them. Then the foam is removed, leaving a cavity that is filled
with molten metal. For dies used in car factories, the metal is steel, which produces a hard,
long-lasting die. But for prototypes and the Chevy body, EMI uses kirksite, which is a zinc alloy
that's easier to machine than steel and pours at only degrees rather than the degrees required
for steel. The bigger tools require up to 30, pounds of molten kirksite. After the metal hardens,
the sand is knocked away and the roughcast die goes back to a milling machine that shaves it
to its final contour. Each sheetmetal piece needs a male and a female die, which are attached to
giant stamping presses. EMI's largest can squeeze the tools together with a force of tons, or
four million pounds, which is generated hydraulically. After the flat steel is stamped into its final
shape, the part is measured by electronic probes to ensure that it has the correct shape. There's
always some spring-back in the metal, meaning it doesn't end up as an exact duplicate of the
shape in the die. That is accounted for in the design of the dies, but some trial and error
adjustments are usually needed before the parts are perfect. And since the kirksite dies wear
more rapidly than steel ones, frequent checks against the master are made to ensure that the
parts remain accurate. With careful controls and occasional tool restoration, a set of dies can
stamp several thousand parts. After any other bending and hole-punching operations are
carried out, the parts are ready for welding into a completed body. EMI has carried out this
process for some parts to create the '57 Chevy. This part is difficult to stamp and, according to
EMI, is fairly readily available from various sources. By using an original cowl â€” even one that
needs some restoration â€” EMI saves money and also lets the entire body be classified as a
restoration rather than an all-new car. When one of these cars is assembled on a modern
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conventional body repair won't be needed in this case, but some assembly will required. That's
because Chris Sondles's team at Woody's will be putting together the new body stampings from
Golden Star. Known for quality reproduction body and trim parts for GM, Ford, and Mopar cars
and trucks, the Texas-based firm went all-in and began producing complete Chevrolet bodies
and trim components for two-door sedans, hardtops, and convertibles; convertibles; two-door
sedans, hardtops, and convertibles. No matter what's needed for a Tri-Five Chevy, from bumper
brackets to everything in-between, Golden Star makes it and Woody's Hot Rodz retail can
supply it. To see how one of Golden Star's bodies is assembled we went to Woody's new facility
in Bright, Indiana. They have a considerable amount of know-how, building all the variations, in
fact their experience and expertise are two of the reasons Woody's is officially licensed by
Chevrolet Performance, which we can tell you is no small accomplishment. During our stay at
Woody's, the hardest thing we had to do was to get Jerry Taylor to hold still long enough for
Robert McGaffin to take photos. Taylor knows better than anyone how to put one of these
bodies together and we watched in awe as he turned boxes of sheetmetal into a new Chevy
convertible. Starting from the floorpan and then working to the rear from the cowl, each new
panel made the structure more rigid and more closely resemble a car. Finally, after countless
dimensional checks and miles of Miller Electric Manufacturing Company welding wire, Taylor
stepped back and there was a complete body. With the body assembled there were seams to fill,
minor alignment issues to address, and there were test-fits of the top assembly and windshield.
Once all the inspections were conducted and passed, our was off to the paint shop to be
covered in PPG epoxy primer, after which the body will be mounted on the Roadster Shop SPEC
Tri-Five chassis. This year is the biggest yet with 10 individual tour routes. Join us for one or
all; check streetrodder. Close Ad. Share on Facebook Share on Twitter. Every time I see a new,
all-steel reproduction body I take a serious reality check. Had someone mentioned 35 years ago
that one day all-new steel bodies would be available we would have scoffed at the idea. After all,
this was a time when you could barely get a patch panel that actually fit your car, let alone an
entire replacement body. If you were working on a '50s or '60s car, OEM replacement panels
were the only way to fly, and even back then they were becoming both pricey and scarce. But an
entire body? Never happened. Ah, but never is a long time and Woody's Hot Rodz has

"shortened" never into now. By the turn of the century there were several all-steel reproduction
bodies on the market. It began with Model A, and then of all things a '32 Chevrolet roadster, and
progressed to the '32 Ford, then the ' Ford, and Waddington's Model A closed-cab pickup. Next,
first-generation Camaro bodies was being assembled and now we have actually watched the
entire assembly of a '57 Chevrolet Bel Air convertible and hardtop body, complete from
headlight to tailfin. Finally, came Bob Drake's '40 Ford coupe. So how exactly do we come from
being unable to find reasonable replacement panels to top-quality entire steel bodies? Well, two
things come into play: a shrinking world and the computerâ€”but not necessarily in that order.
Technology has changed so dramatically over the past 20 years that many projects once
deemed financially impossible are now a reality. Offshore manufacturing has also provided us
with competitive pricing on big projects, such as reproducing ' Chevrolet bodies. Technology
has made it possible to "reverse engineer" parts, a process where a perfect original piece can
be 3-D scanned and put into production faster and cheaper than ever before. Like most steel
body builds, this one did not begin as one cohesive project to build a complete Tri-Five
Chevrolet body. Much like the Camaro body, it began with replacement panels, such as floors,
rocker panels, quarter-panels, doorskins, and fenders. These panels were first stamped to help
enthusiasts repair old and rusted vehicles. Anyone who has ever repaired a rusted car knows
rust is seldom skin deep and rust never sleeps. Peel back that rusted quarter-panel and you will
likely find rotted wheelhouses and floors. And so, more and more parts were being produced to
repair the original cars. Enthusiasts soon realized they were better off purchasing a complete
replacement door rather than simply a doorskin. Floorpan and foot well patch panels soon gave
way to complete floor replacements. Structural rust in the firewall area brought with it demand
for a complete cowl section in stock form, particularly for convertibles. It was about this time
the concept of a complete '57 Chevy body became realistic. If they manufactured roof skins,
inner roof structures, and complete inner quarter-panels they could assemble a complete car.
And so the stamping continued, until this year when every brace, inner panel, and exterior panel
was finally stamped in brand-new steel. The next major project was the fabrication of fixtures to
precisely assemble complete car bodies. This body is an exact reproduction of the original,
which means if you find a good set of doors, a decklid, or front clip on a parts car they will bolt
right on this body. The steel is all stamped in Taiwan to a very high standard. Every panel has
been reverse engineered from perfect original parts and there have been a few improvements
along the way; things like the one-piece floor. The original Tri-Five Chevrolet didn't have a seam
down the center of the transmission tunnel. Current aftermarket floorings are two-piece with a
seam. However the new Real Deal Steel floorings do not have a seam mimicking the original
factory floor. On these new bodies the floor is one big stamping, eliminating the center seam
and enhancing the strength of the floor in the process. We had heard rumors of the new Real
Deal Steel Tri-Five Chevrolet bodies since last summer and when Chris Sondles of Woody's Hot
Rodz contacted us about his new '57 steel body and chassis packages we had to get a firsthand
look at the project. Walking inside the manufacturing building we were greeted by no less than
five Real Deal Steel bodies in different levels of completion. Talking about these bodies is one
thing, walking up and actually looking at a brand-new '57 Chevrolet convertible is a whole other
story. These bodies are simply gorgeous. Of course the fact that Chris Sondles arrived the day
before we did and had one of the new hardtop bodies perched atop his wild, straight-axle '57
reproduction frame only fueled the Tri-Five flames. Now, Chevrolet built 1,, total cars in , yeah,
roughly 1. Needless to say that is just a bit above the capacity of the Real Deal Steel company,
but still their single production station is impressive and the productivity is ample to fill the
needs of our hobby, turning out a couple bodies per week. One of the keys to maintaining high
quality and keeping the price within reach is the fact that these bodies are assembled in the
United States. After the stamping process is completed in Taiwan they are loaded into a
shipping container and are transported by ship. That same container is then delivered by truck
to Real Deal Steel for assembly. This enables them to put 30 bodies in one container, saving a
tremendous amount of shipping cost in the process, costs that would have been passed onto
the end consumer. To illustrate just how much is saved that same container that holds enough
parts for 30 bodies would hold just two complete bodies. The panels arrive in boxes on pallets
and after the stamping, every panel is coated with a proprietary silver coating. This is a
weld-through primer that prevents rust but allows perfect welding too. The silver color gives the
car a real steel body look. Each body is assembled by hand on a precise fixture that ensures
each body will be the same. First the floor sections are mounted to the base fixture and the front
half of the floor is spot-welded to the rear portion using a production-style spot welder, much
like you would see on a modern automotive assembly line. Additional welding is done with a
MIG welder. After the floor panels are connected a large and heavy fixture is installed atop the
new floor panels. This fixture will locate the new firewall and inner cowl structure. A second

fixture is now bolted in place, connecting to both the main floor fixture and the front fixture.
This jig precisely locates both inner quarter-panel structures. After locating the inner
quarter-panels they too are spot-welded and MIG-welded in place, followed by the rocker panels
that connect the inner cowl to the inner quarter-panel structures. A smaller windshield fixture is
now bolted atop the forward fixture and the windshield surround is attached to the lower cowl
area. The inner fixture also locates the bracing connecting the two inner quarter-panels and the
hinge points for the decklid. Of course the panels vary between the convertible and hardtop but
the same base fixture is used for both bodies. After adding a myriad of other braces and inner
panels the '57 Chevrolet "skeleton" is complete. The good news is you can buy just the inner
structure from Real Deal Steel and hang your own reproduction, N. If you had a decent parts car
this could be the way to go. Original doors, decklids, quarter-panels, and the front clip will all
weld or bolt to this skeleton just like an original car. It is interesting to note that Whitaker and
Irwin really expected to sell a lot of basic body skeletons, but that has not necessarily been the
case. It seems most customers see the body with all the new outer skins installed and decide to
go for the complete body. The complete body is manufactured while the car is still on the
fixture. The quarter-panel skins are aligned and spot-welded in place just like the factory
process. The fixture has locating pegs for the new outer quarter-panels so placement is precise.
The panel between the quarters is then clamped in place. This panel incorporates the front of
the driprail for the trunk area and is clamped to the new quarter-panels. Before this panel is
welded in place, the new decklid is carefully fitted to the quarters and the forward panel. Once
the decklid fits perfectly the spot welding continues to permanently attach all the panels. It
should be noted that throughout the build there are approximately 25 percent more spot welds
holding the body together than the original '57 bodies. The final panel to be installed is the
lower tail pan and it too is fitted to the decklid prior to welding, along with the small inner
quarter-panel pieces. This completes the body shell and the inner fixtures are removed from the
body and the body is carefully lifted off the main fixture with a fork truck. If the customer has
ordered doors, they are bolted in place at this time completing the body. Of course the hood,
front fenders, inner braces, and brackets are all available in the complete package. After
watching the assembly process it is no real mystery to us why most people opt for the complete
body package. Only the very best metalworkers could hang the quarters, rockers, and other
panels with the precision that Real Deal Steel does. The fixture they use is just a huge
advantage for alignment and the OEM-style spot welder makes it all look very original. While
these bodies are manufactured by Real Deal Steel, they do not sell direct to consumers as they
maintain their focus on manufacturing. Chris Sondles, owner of Woody's, and the owners of
Real Deal Steel have a working relationship that began over 20 years ago. They have spent the
last two decades deeply involved with Tri-Fives and the bodies drop ship directly from the
manufacturing facility in central Florida. You can purchase bodies from Woody's Hot Rodz in
virtually any state of completion and they also offer three different chassis to mount the Tri-Five
Chevrolet: Woody's straight-axle gasser style, a stock-like A-arm upper and lower control arms
chassis, and of course an Art Morrison Enterprises chassis. Woody's Hot Rodz is fast becoming
the place for all your Tri-Five needs. They can provide the basic skeleton, a complete body, a
complete body and frame kit, and even a complete painted body. The introduction of all-new
steel bodies for the wildly popular Tri-Five Chevrolets will obviously increase the number of '
Chevrolet hot rods. The Real Deal Steel '55 and '57 body through Woody's will be available in a
"post car" sedan model by the middle of the summer and the hardtop and convertible models
are available now. After they complete the full line of '57 Chevrolets sorry, no Nomads Real Deal
Steel will begin assembling '55 bodies in convertible, hardtop, and post styles. All '56 models
sedan, hardtop, convertible will be available by the spring of While Tri-Five Chevrolets are not
considered rare by most standards, they are very popular and that popularity drives demand,
which keeps prices high, even for marginal cars. One interesting thing we have seen over the
years is this: It is the customs, hot rods, and resto-mod cars that bring in the most money when
sold. It is not uncommon for convertibles to be customized and modernized for maximum
enjoyment and driveability. Tri-Five Chevrolets were hot-rodded long before anyone thought of
restoring one and the advent of new steel bodies will provide hot rodders with a perfect body
for everything from a straight-axle gasser to a low-slung custom. Of course the use of a new
body for a resto-mod Chevrolet is a natural and dare we say these cars will find their way into
the ranks of those people who had always dreamed of a stone-stock '57 Chevrolet convertible.
Of course you can also purchase any single part required to repair your original ' Chevrolet too.
Suddenly that '57 Chevy that was wrecked in the '70s is now a repairable car with new inner
structures and sheetmetal. And all this serves to illustrate that the '57 Chevrolet is a
great-looking car that can be built in endless styles. Much like the venerable '32 Ford, the
Tri-Five Chevrolets are good looking in every body style and lend themselves to all styles of hot

rodding. For those who think "everything has been done" on these cars, remember, they've
been saying that about the Deuce for over 60 years. The advent of a brand-new body will now
make building a '57 Chevrolet much like building a Deuce. With reproduction frames available
most hot rodders can assemble a high-caliber car in their home shop without the hassle of
trying to rescue a year-old rusted-and-tweaked body. And where you once felt compelled not to
cut up that precious sheetmetal, you are now free to modify at will. Feel like doing the radiused
wheelwell trick? Go ahead, there are plenty of quarter-panels to go around. Bench racing
sessions, emails, and online talk lead us to believe that the reproduction steel ' Chevrolet
bodies may be the biggest thing to hit hot rodding since the steel Deuce roadster. As a matter of
fact, most of us think these bodies will have an even bigger impact on our hobby as younger
rodders relate to the mid-'50s cars. One thing is certain, this is a welcome addition to the
multiple choices afforded hot rodders today. One need only remember the cars in the movie
American Graffiti to understand the impact and the synergy. It was bound to happen, gassers
that is. After all, traditional hot rods have been the hot ticket for the past 10 years and nothing
goes better with a traditional hot rod than an early gasser. Straight-axle cars, nose high stances,
piecrust slicks, velocity stacks, and colored Plexiglas windows are all making a huge
comeback. For many people, the term gasser and Tri-Five Chevrolets are synonymous, and we
must admit few things quicken the pulse more than a straight-axle '57 with no front bumper. In
the early '60s, street-going gassers were every bit as common as traditional hot rods and just
plain ol' badass Tri-Five Chevrolets roamed the continent devouring the competition at the track
and the "stop light grand prix. Nothing was more outrageous in the early '60s than a
straight-axle, nose-high fenderwells filled with headers, and radiused rear wheelwells gasser.
Well, guess what? The same holds true today. Roll into your local cruise night or major national
event with a rumbling gasser, rattling blue Plexiglas windows filled with kill stickers, and you
are guaranteed to garner a lot of smiles and draw a crowd when you park. Woody's Hot Rodz
has just introduced their all-new '57 Chevrolet gasser chassis. A study in modern fabrication,
the chassis it beautifully finished. The utter simplicity of straight-axles front and rear make this
a very attractive way to go. The nose-high stance is built into the axle and Chris Sondles, of
Woody's Hot Rodz, reports the turning radius is every bit as good as a stock '57 something a lot
of '60s straight-axle cars couldn't manage. When we were at Real Deal Steel in Sanford, Florida,
Sondles came down from Bright, Indiana, with his new gasser frame and mounted a two-door
hardtop body on that chassis. Woody's is a dealer for Real Deal Steel so it was only a natural
that Sondles would develop a great gasser chassis for these cars. Woody's also offers at least
two other Tri-Five Chevrolet chassisâ€”one based on stock-style suspension and another for
the Pro Touring set, but for now let's take a quick look at the gasser frame. Yes, the
reproduction '57 Chevrolet steel body and frame have arrived and we're looking forward to a
stream of hot rod Chevys rolling out of garages again, just like they did in the '60s. Close Ad.
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Quarter Panel Moldings. Window Molding Clips. Window Molding Connector. Windshield
Molding Clips. Windshield Molding Connector. Windshield Pillar Moldings. Tailgate Cable
Guides. Convertible Pinch Rail Pad Kits. Door Weatherstrip Hardware. Door Weatherstripping.
Nomad Vertical Slider Seals. Rear Body-to-Bumper Seals. Rear Glass Drain Seals. Rear Quarter
Glass Seals. Roof Rail Weatherstripping. Trunk Weatherstripping. Under Taillight Seals. Vertical
Window Seals. Track Adjustment Bolt. If buying more than one part, check the box next to the
parts you want to buy and then click the 'Purchase Selected' button to add them to your cart.
The following parts were successfully added to your cart:. View Cart. Continue Shopping.

