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Deriving its name from a trim package used on the F-Series pickup trucks as with the Ranger ,
the Explorer is slotted between the Edge CUV and standard-wheelbase Expedition. Currently in
its sixth generation, the Explorer has been offered with a number of chassis and powertrain
layouts through its production. The first two generations were directly derived from the Ford
Ranger , switching to a model-specific chassis for the third and fourth generations. The
fifth-generation adapted a variant of Ford Taurus chassis architecture developed for SUV use ,
with the sixth generation again reverting to a model-specific chassis. Alongside the five-door
Explorer wagon, a three-door wagon was offered from launch to effectively succeeding the
Bronco II. Through its production run, variants of the Explorer have been sold by Mercury,
Lincoln, and Mazda; Lincoln currently markets the model line as the Lincoln Aviator. The Ford
Explorer was introduced in March for the model year. To better compete against the Chevrolet S
Blazer and Jeep Cherokee mid-size sport-utility vehicles, Ford sought to replace the Bronco II
with a vehicle sized closer to its competitors. In an effort to attract family buyers, a four-door
version was developed alongside the two-door launched the same month as the four-door S
Blazer. The Explorer was longer and wider than the compact Bronco II, placing it in a higher size
class. As with the Bronco II, the first-generation Explorer shares its chassis and underpinnings
with the first-generation Ford Ranger. Commonality with the Ranger extends to the exterior,
with the Explorer sharing its front bumper, fenders modified , headlights, grille, and wheels;
with the exception of its steering wheel hub, the Explorer shares its entire dashboard with the
Ranger. In a major change from the Bronco II, the Explorer was given its own front door
stampings. In addition, the additional width allowed for two major aerodynamic improvements;
along with the elimination of exterior drip rails by wrapping the doors into the roof , the
sideview mirrors were integrated onto the doors rather than bolted on. Along with the standard
rear-wheel drive powertrain, at its launch, the Explorer was also offered with various
configurations of part-time four-wheel drive, powered by a Borg Warner 13â€”54 transfer case.
In addition to a manually shifted transfer case, Ford offered "Touch Drive" electronic
push-button shifting; both were "shift-on-the-fly" designs that allowed the vehicle to be shifted
from two-wheel drive to "four-high" at any speed and into "four-low" when the vehicle was
stopped. All Explorers were equipped with the Ford 8. The XL was distinguished by a black
grille chrome optional with steel wheels, while the XLT offered a chrome grille and alloy wheels;
the Eddie Bauer offered alloy wheels and two-tone paintwork. The Ford Explorer Sport was
offered solely on the two-door body style. Offering black lower bodywork and grille and alloy
wheels, the Sport was intended as a replacement for the Bronco II. The Ford Explorer Limited
was introduced for as a luxury-trim model slotted above the Eddie Bauer. Largely introduced as
a competitor to the Oldsmobile Bravada , the Explorer Limited was offered only as a four-door
with an automatic transmission. Distinguished by its color-matched grille, headlight trim, and
model-specific bodywork and wheels, the Limited was offered with several model-specific
features, including automatic headlights, an auto-dimming rearview mirror , foglamps , and
center roof console with compass and outside thermometer. The second-generation Ford
Explorer made its debut in late as a model. Retaining the same footprint as its predecessor, the
Ford Explorer underwent extensive modifications to its chassis to improve its road manners. In
an effort to better differentiate the model line from the Ford Ranger, Ford stylists redesigned the
vehicle, giving the Explorer a model-specific exterior. As with its predecessor, the second
generation was sold in both three-door and five-door configurations. Rear-wheel drive was
standard, with four-wheel drive offered as an option. Following the January introduction of the
third-generation five-door Ford Explorer, the three-door Explorer Sport became a stand-alone
model on the second-generation design; the Explorer Sport was produced through the model
year. This generation of the Ford Explorer marks the debut of the Mercury Mountaineer ,
introduced in by Mercury. In early , the Ford Explorer Sport Trac was introduced, which was a
mid-size pickup truck; offered with a crew cab with a short pickup bed, the Sport Trac was
based on the five-door Explorer. The Explorer Sport Trac was produced through the model year
until it was redesigned for Outside of North America, this generation of the Explorer was
marketed in right-hand drive configurations [ citation needed ] As of , RHD countries such as
Japan export used examples of the Explorer to other countries such as Australia and New
Zealand where there is demand for right-hand drive SUVs. Due to Japan's strict Shaken Laws ,
used vehicles tend to have low mileage with detailed repair histories. To match the V8 engine of
the similar-sized Jeep Grand Cherokee , for the model year, Ford introduced a 5. For , revised
cylinder heads increased output of the 5. Following the January introduction of the 4. For , the
Ford Explorer gained a third engine, as Ford introduced an overhead-cam version of the 4.
Using a common displacement with the pushrod 4. Offered as standard equipment on the
top-trim Eddie Bauer and Limited trims, the engine became an option on all other versions of
the Explorer and Explorer Sport. For , the pushrod V6 was discontinued, with the SOHC

becoming the standard engine in all versions of the Explorer and the sole engine of the 3-door
Explorer Sport. All V8 examples were equipped with a 4-speed heavy-duty automatic shared
with the F, Mustang, and Crown Victoria. The four-wheel drive system was redesigned for the
Explorer. For the V6 models, in place of Touch Drive from the previous generation, ControlTrac
was an electronically controlled full-time four-wheel drive system with a two-speed transfer
case, with software controlling a multi-disc clutch in place of a center differential. Along with
traditional two-wheel drive and high and low-range four-wheel drive, "Auto" mode allowed
software to maintain the amount of torque sent to the front wheels; if the front axle begins to
spin slower, torque is shifted from the rear wheels to the front wheels until traction is achieved.
Similar to TouchDrive, ControlTrac is dash-controlled, with a rotary selector for two-wheel drive
, Sports , auto , high range, and low range. While visibly similar to its predecessor, many
exterior panels from the Ford Explorer were changed, with only the roofline and the side doors
carrying over. As part of the changes related to the redesigned front suspension, the entire
front fascia was redesigned, with the Explorer gaining model-distinct styling. In a styling theme
that would be used in several other Ford small trucks, the Explorer was given an oval grille; the
headlamps were changed from rectangular to oval as well, wrapping into the fenders. In
contrast to the front fascia, the rear fascia saw relatively few changes, with the rear bumper
nearly unchanged. Along with slightly reshaped taillamps with amber turn signals , the Ford
Explorer marked the debut of a neon CHMSL center brake light. Alongside the redesigned
exterior, the interior of the second-generation Ford Explorer was given a redesign. Maintaining
commonality with the Ranger, the Explorer was given a new dashboard marking the debut of
dual airbags in an American-produced SUV , a new instrument panel; to improve user
ergonomics, the Ford Explorer introduced a double-DIN radio panel and rotary-style climate
controls. For , a third-row seat was introduced as an option; expanding seating to seven
passengers, the design was only offered in export markets. For , the exterior of the Ford
Explorer was given a mid-cycle update. Distinguished by the addition of fender flares, the rear
fascia was restyled, with larger taillamps; to better accommodate export, the license plate was
shifted from the bumper to the liftgate; the neon CHMSL was replaced by an LED version. For ,
the front bumper was redesigned, allowing for larger lower grille and fog lights. The interior was
given redesigned front and rear seats, along with second-generation airbags; side airbags were
introduced as an option. Other options included load-leveling air suspension on Eddie Bauer
and Limited and a reverse-sensing warning system. At its launch, the second-generation Ford
Explorer retained the use of the previous trim nomenclature; the standard trim was the XL, with
the XLT serving as the primary model upgrade. In contrast to five-door Explorers,
second-generation three-door Ford Explorers shifted to a separate trim nomenclature. While the
XL remained the base model largely for fleets , most examples were produced under a single
Sport trim level. In , the Expedition trim was introduced; roughly the 3-door equivalent of the
Eddie Bauer, the trim was discontinued at the end of the model year as Ford reserved the name
for the Ford Expedition full-size SUV which entered production in mid For , the Explorer Sport
became the sole version of the three-door; following the introduction of the third-generation
Explorer, the Explorer Sport became a distinct model through the model year. The
third-generation Ford Explorer went on sale in January as an early model. The U program began
in , with the final design being chosen in and frozen for production in February , with
development ending in The primary objective behind the third-generation Ford Explorer was to
make the vehicle line more competitive in both domestic and export markets. To make the
Explorer more competitive, Ford shifted away from typical SUV design, abandoning the use of
the Ford Ranger chassis architecture in favor of designing a purpose-built platform. As part of
the change, the Explorer became only the second rear-wheel drive American Ford platform
fitted with four-wheel independent suspension behind the MN12 platform. In another major
change, the third-generation Explorer was developed solely as a five-door vehicle. Retaining the
previous-generation chassis architecture, the three-door Explorer Sport continued production
through the model year; the Explorer Sport Trac four-door pickup truck continued through The
third-generation Ford Explorer was marketed by all three divisions of Ford Motor Company: by
Mercury as the second-generation Mercury Mountaineer; Lincoln marketed the third-generation
Explorer from to as the Lincoln Aviator. The third-generation is based on the body-on-frame
Ford UN platform. No longer derived from the Ford Ranger, the UN chassis was designed
specifically for the five-door Explorer and its Lincoln-Mercury counterparts. In a major shift from
its predecessors, the third-generation Explorer adopted a four-wheel independent suspension
configuration, never before used on a Ford truck on American-produced SUVs, fully
independent suspension was previously exclusive to the Hummer H1. While the
third-generation Ford Explorer was in development during the late s a controversy involving the
Explorer and Firestone tires developed, thus the increased stability of the configuration was

designed in part to reduce rollover risk. Along with rear-wheel drive, the third-generation
Explorer was offered with both four-wheel drive and permanent all-wheel drive. A five-speed
manual transmission was offered for before its discontinuation; as of the model year, it is the
final year a Ford Explorer was available with a manual transmission. As an option for both the 4.
In contrast with the second-generation a major revision of the generation , the exterior and
interior of the third-generation Ford Explorer were completely new designs. While sharing a
number of design elements with the F-Series and Ford Expedition, the Ford Explorer also
served as the introduction of a new design theme for several Ford vehicles; the Ford
Expedition, the Ford Freestar, Ford Freestyle, and Ford Five Hundred would share various
elements of the Ford Explorer design. Retaining nearly the same proportions as the first two
generations, the third-generation Explorer was an inch shorter in length and two inches wider,
gaining two inches in wheelbase. With the addition of independent rear suspension, several
functional changes were brought as part of the redesign. The cargo floor was lowered several
inches, adding nearly 10 cubic feet of total cargo room. Coinciding with the lower cargo floor,
on nearly all models, a folding third-row seat was either standard or an option, bringing seating
capacity to seven. The rear liftgate was redesigned, with the upper hatch enlarged. The
outdoors-themed Eddie Bauer continued production with a two-tone exterior with a tan lower
body ; the Limited wore a monochromatic body. It was more like a bang-for-your-buck Eddie
Bauer model rather than an actual trim level, as it didn't really set itself apart in any way like
XLS did from XLT. The Ford Explorer and the Mercury Mountaineer were both updated for the
model year on a new frame, produced by Magna International rather than Tower Automotive.
Along with this new, stronger chassis, Ford updated the interior, redesigned the rear
suspension and added power-folding third-row seats. Also, a tire pressure monitoring system
and electronic stability control became standard equipment. Power running boards , like the
ones from the Lincoln Navigator , were also made available on the Explorer and Mountaineer;
the running boards lower to allow easier access when entering the vehicle, then retract upon
door closure. Unlike previous generations, there was no right-hand drive option available for
order, causing Ford to market Explorers in Japan in left-hand drive configuration. Moreover,
Ford switched to a one-piece rear liftgate design due to the problems associated with the
previous generation's design. The 6-speed 6R automatic transmission , built by Ford and based
on a ZF design, was made standard equipment with the V-8 engine as well. The five-speed
5R55W automatic transmission was advanced. It was the only transmission available for the V-6
engine, because the Mazda five-speed manual transmission was dropped in the previous
generation. For , The Explorer received a few minor updates including standard AUX input on all
stereos and optional power running boards, heated windshield, Ironman Package, XLT
Appearance Package, and heated leather seat package. For , Ford added side curtain airbags
across the Explorer range. Also, the optional satellite navigation system was also upgraded
with voice control. For , the Explorer received a trailer sway control system as standard
equipment, and the navigation system received traffic flow monitoring with updated gas prices
from nearby stations. For the model year, Ford's MyKey became standard on all Explorers
equipped with the Sync system, while V8s were restricted to 4-wheel-drive models. The second
generation Sport Trac came out in early for the model year. Unlike its predecessor sold through
, it featured the V-8 engine as an option and was based on this generation Explorer's platform. It
had blacked-out headlights, black grill, monochrome color interior, unique front and rear
bumpers, front fender vents, and molded-in running boards. It also came standard with 20"
polished aluminum wheels, and the fender flares that came on the Explorer and standard Sport
Trac were deleted. It is designed for up to six passengers while improving fuel economy by 20
to 30 percent relative to the current V6 Explorer. The 5th generation Explorer bore similarity to
the Explorer America concept's construction, and includes a unibody structure based on the D4
platform , a modified version of the D3 platform. The fifth generation Explorer features
blacked-out A, B, and D-pillars to produce a floating roof effect similar to Land Rover's floating
roof design used on its sport utility vehicles; a design which Ford previously used on the Ford
Flex. The fifth generation Explorer features sculpted body work with stepped style headlamps
similar to the Flex , Edge , Escape , Expedition and F , as well as new stepped style tail lamps.
The grille features Ford's corporate three-bar design with upper and lower perforated mesh
work, similar to that of the sixth-generation Ford Taurus. The development of the fifth
generation Explorer was led by chief engineer Jim Holland from February to October , who was
also a chief engineer for Land Rover ; heading development of the Land Rover Range Rover L
facelift from December to December Holland also worked on the Ford Expedition U during its
initial development. The fifth generation Explorer made its debut online on July 26, Ford had set
up a Ford Explorer Facebook page ahead of its debut. The Louisville plant, where the previous
generation was built, was converted to produce cars based on Ford's global C platform

potentially including the Ford Focus , Ford C-Max , and Ford Kuga. It went on sale in December ,
after pre-launch sales had by the end of November totaled around 15, Available features on the
fifth generation Explorer include intelligent access with push button start, remote engine start,
power liftgate, power adjustable pedals with memory, premium leather trimmed seating, heated
and cooled front seats, dual headrest DVD entertainment system, adaptive cruise control ,
active park assist , SIRIUS Travel Link , MyFord Touch , Ford SYNC by Microsoft , Sony audio
system with HD radio and Apple iTunes tagging, in-dash advanced navigation system ,
SoundScreen laminated acoustic and solar tinted windshield with rain-sensing wipers, inch
polished V-spoke aluminium wheels, and High-intensity discharge headlamps HID and LED tail
lamps. Unlike the Explorer America concept vehicle which only seats five occupants, the
production Explorer holds two rows of seating with available PowerFold fold flat third row
seating like the previous generation and accommodates up to seven occupants. The Explorer is
available in either front-wheel drive or full-time all-wheel drive. The I-4 engine is not available
with the optional 6-speed 6F SelectShift automatic, and will only be available in front-wheel
drive. The Explorer is available with an automatic intelligent all-wheel drive system inspired by
Land Rover , featuring a variable center multi-disc differential with computer controlled lock.
The center multi-disc differential controls the front-to-rear torque split, biasing as much as
percent of torque to either the front or rear wheels. Four-wheel electronic traction control ABS
braking is employed to simulate front and rear differential locks via aggressively "brake
locking" the front or rear differentials, transferring up to percent of torque from side-to-side.
Terrain Management includes four selectable modes. Each mode is selected via a rotary control
dial on the center console, aft of the transmission shifter. Depending on the mode selected,
Terrain Management will control, adjust, and fine tune the engine, transmission, center
multi-disc differential lock, throttle response, four-wheel electronic traction control and
electronic stability control ESC to adapt the SUV for optimal performance on the corresponding
terrain. Moving to a monocoque body usually has a negative impact on towing capacity. The
new Explorer will be available with an optional trailer tow package. The package includes a
Class III trailer hitch, engine oil cooler, trailer electrics connector, trailer sway control TSC ,
wiring harness and a rear-view camera with trailer alignment assistance to help in backing up to
a trailer. Safety features include: Dual front adaptive SRS air bags, dual front seat side impact
air bags, dual rear safety belt air bags available first quarter, and side curtain head, torso and
rollover protection air bags. The fifth-generation Explorer was the first-ever vehicle to be
equipped with dual rear inflatable safety belts. Air bags are sewn into the inside of the seat
belts, and inflate with cold air to prevent burns. Ford claims it will be released as an option and
to introduce inflatable seat belts on other Ford models eventually. On June 12, , Ford
announced a global recall of 1. Ford stated if the car was subjected to frequent rides over rough
terrain that the toe link on the rear suspension could fracture which would affect steering and
lead to greater risks of traffic accidents. The Ford Explorer Sport was announced March 28, as
an option for the model year and went on sale in June The "Sport" trim level comprises
blackened exterior treatments, stiffened chassis and suspension, larger brakes and the
installation of the EcoBoost 3. The refreshed model year Ford Explorer debuted at the Los
Angeles Auto Show , with a redesigned front fascia, hood and lower bumper, standard LED
low-beam headlights, and fog lamps that were inspired by the thirteenth generation Ford F The
rear of the Explorer was also refreshed with restyled LED tail lamps and dual exhaust outlets.
The refresh bumped the I4 engine to a 2. A newly introduced Platinum trim now tops out the
range, slotting above the Sport and Limited trims. Similar to the Platinum editions of the F and
Ford Super Duty trucks, the Platinum trim features front and rear cameras, enhanced active
park assist with perpendicular park assist, park-out assist and semi-automatic parallel parking,
hands-free liftgate from the Ford Escape , an exclusive watt Sony surround sound system, and
a heated steering-wheel. The Platinum trim is paired with a 3. The Explorer went on sale at
dealerships in the Summer of Other than the addition of the top-of-the-line Platinum trim, as well
as standard eighteen-inch alloy wheels on the base Explorer trim, the changes are mainly in
styling, exterior and interior color combinations, technology, and power. The Ford Explorer
received a second facelift which include a refreshed front end with revised LED headlights and
redesigned LED fog lights plus new exterior colors, new interior colors, and new wheel designs.
The Ford Explorer received two new packages for the model year. This was the last model year
of this generation explorer right before the Explorer entered production. A high-performance
Ford Explorer ST model will also be offered. The turbocharged 2. It comes with a new speed
automatic transmission and either rear- or all-wheel drive. An optional twin-turbocharged 3. An
Explorer Hybrid will also be available in the US with an initially detuned 3. It will have a fuel
consumption of 3. The base Explorer will be sold mainly to fleet buyers, and will not be available
for retail sale. Thousands of initial Explorer and Aviator vehicles were shipped to Ford's Flat

Rock Assembly Plant for repairs due to quality control problems. Later models have been
shipped from the Chicago plant to dealerships; however, many required dealer repairs before
they could be sold. Consumer Reports noted their purchased Aviator was having quality
problems. Only applies to vehicles built after May For the model year, every Ford Explorer
comes with these advanced safety features: [70]. As the direct successor of the Bronco II, Ford
developed a three-door version of the Explorer for the model year; while 10 inches shorter than
its five-door counterpart, the three-door was still nearly 13 inches longer than the Bronco II. For
the first generation, the three-door was available in any trim except Limited , with Sport offered
as a trim exclusive to the three-door. For , Expedition was offered as a trim package for the
three-door Explorer; replacing the Eddie Bauer trim, the nameplate was retired after in
preparation for the full-size four-door SUV. For , the Explorer Sport was split from the four-door
Explorer, retaining the second-generation body and chassis and adopting the front fascia of the
Explorer Sport Trac. Ford discontinued the Ford Explorer Sport following the model year, with
the final vehicle produced in July Introduced in as a model, the Explorer Sport Trac is a mid-size
pickup truck derived from the second-generation Explorer, becoming the first mid-size Ford
pickup. In contrast to the Ranger, the Sport Trac was marketed primarily as a personal-use
vehicle rather than for work use. Offered solely as a four-door crew cab, the design of the Sport
Trac shared commonality with multiple vehicles. Sharing the frame and wheelbase of the
Ranger SuperCab, the Sport Trac combined the front fascia of the Explorer Sport with a crew
cab derived from the four-door Explorer; the pickup bed designed for the model line shared its
tailgate with the F SuperCrew. The Sport Trac was the final version of the Explorer derived from
the Ranger. After skipping the model year, a second-generation Sport Trac was produced from
to derived from the fourth-generation Explorer. Following the end of production of the Ford
Crown Victoria Police Interceptor in , Ford began development of a police-service variant of the
Ford Explorer. As with the Police Interceptor Sedan and the Ford Expedition SSV, the Utility is
not sold for retail sale and is specifically designed for use by law enforcement or use by other
emergency service agencies. Along with fleet-specific options such as steel wheels and
provisions for user-specific paint schemes such as contrasting doors , the Utility comes with
provisions for fitting emergency equipment such as radios, lightbars and sirens. To free up
interior space on the center console for equipment, the transmission is fitted with a
column-mounted shifter. The Police Interceptor Utility comes with an all-wheel drive powertrain
standard. Over a standard Explorer, the Utility is fitted with larger brake rotors, more advanced
ABS and traction control systems, a more efficient cooling system and other standard police
equipment. Polk declared the PI Utility the most popular police vehicle, based on U. For the
model year, Ford has created a second-generation Police Interceptor Utility, derived from the
sixth-generation Explorer. A naturally aspirated version of the 3. Following the shift from the D4
to the CD6 architecture, the Police Interceptor Utility gains cargo space even with hybrid
batteries onboard over its predecessor. Offered solely in a three-door configuration, only minor
design details differed the Navajo from its Ford counterpart. Along with a revised front fascia,
the Navajo received new taillamps and wheels; the bumpers were painted dark gray resulting in
the deletion of all chrome trim. Offered only with four-wheel drive at its launch, a rear-wheel
drive version of the Navajo was introduced for As with the first-generation Explorer, all Navajos
were fitted with a 4. In the early s, SUVs transitioned into alternatives to station wagons, leading
to a decline in demand for two-door SUVs. After the model year, Mazda withdrew the Navajo,
returning in with the four-door Tribute a counterpart of the Ford Escape. Marking the
reintroduction of the waterfall grille to the Mercury brand, the model line was distinguished by
two-tone and later monochromatic styling different from the Explorer. Coinciding with the
closure of the Mercury brand, the Mountaineer was withdrawn after the model year; three
generations were produced, with the Mountaineer serving as the largest Mercury SUV above the
Mariner. From to , the Lincoln Aviator was marketed as a counterpart of the third-generation
Explorer. For , the Lincoln Aviator was revived after a year hiatus as a mid-size SUV; as before,
the model line is a Lincoln counterpart of the Ford Explorer now the sixth generation and the
Lincoln Navigator. In the UK, the Ford Explorer was initially available as just one model, with the
4. Second and third-generation Explorers for the UK and other RHD markets utilised a center
console-mounted shifter and hand parking brake instead of the steering column-mounted
shifter and parking brake pedal used in the North American models. In , a facelifted Explorer
was available with minor cosmetic interior changes and a revised rear tail lift which centered the
rear number plate. In the model range was revamped slightly, the base model becoming the XLT
and a special edition North Face version marketed with a tie in to North Face outdoor clothing.
The North Face version was available in a dark green or a silver, with body-colored bumpers,
heated leather seats and a CD multichanger as standard. In , the North Face was also available
in black. In the Middle East, Taiwan, and China, the Ford Explorer is currently available in

several trims, all of which have a 3. Some GCC markets offer the front-wheel-drive version as a
base model, while most of the trims have standard all-wheel-drive. As of , the Explorer is also
available in Ukraine and Belarus. As of , American-made Explorers are also exported to
Vietnam. Both companies' reputations were tarnished. Rollover risk is inherently higher in
truck-based vehicles, like the Explorer, than in ordinary passenger cars, as modification for
bulky 4-wheel-drive hardware requires increases in height to avoid compromising ground
clearance raising the center of gravity , while a short wheelbase further reduces stability. It used
the same tires as the Ford Ranger with a relatively low rating for high temperatures. Lowering
tire pressure recommendations softened the ride further and improved emergency stability
through increased traction, but increased the chances of overheating tires. Memos by Ford
engineers suggested lowering the engine height, but it would have increased the cost of the
new design. Explorer rollover rates, at the time of the controversy, were higher than any of its
competitors. While Firestone turned out millions of sub-standard and potentially defective tires,
and was the initial cause of loss of control on many Ford Explorer Firestone tire tread
separation rollovers, the blame shifted towards Ford for a defectively designed and unstable
vehicle. The failures all involved tread separation , in which the outer tread carcass would
delaminate and cause a rapid loss of tire pressure. Ford argued that Firestone was at fault,
noting that the tires made by Firestone were very defective. Some have argued that poor driver
reaction to tire blowout was a contributing factor. In response to Firestone's allegations of the
Explorer's design defects, NHTSA undertook a preliminary investigation and reported that
further action was not required. Its conclusion was that the Explorer was no more prone to
rollover than other SUVs given their high center of gravity. In May , Ford announced it would
replace 13 million Firestone tires fitted to Explorer vehicles. On December 22, , U-Haul , the
largest American equipment rental company, announced it would prohibit its outlets from
renting trailers to persons planning to tow behind Ford Explorers due to liability concerns, with
no published data to substantiate the claim. U-Haul did not alter its policies regarding the
renting of trailers to persons planning to tow behind the Mercury Mountaineer , Mazda Navajo or
earlier versions of the Lincoln Aviator , which are all mechanically identical to the Ford Explorer.
The 4. When the engine is running for an extended period of time with this issue, the engine can
jump timing or cease from running, damaging the heads and valves. Timing chain rattle was
mitigated in later years of the SOHC in most vehicles, after with updated cassettes and
tensioners. The 5R55 series transmissions found on second through fourth generation
Explorers was also notorious for premature failures. Common issues with this transmission
include but are not limited to servo pin bore wear, premature transmission case wear, and
excessive valve body wear. The water pumps on these engines are internally mounted and
driven by the timing chain. As a result, when they fail, antifreeze is dumped directly into the
crankcase; mixing with engine oil and potentially damaging the head gaskets and connecting
rod bearings. Many of these water pump failures occur without warning and repairs often cost
thousands of dollars as the engine needs to be disassembled or removed from the vehicle to
access the water pump. In some cases, the engine will need to be replaced outright. A class
action lawsuit was started against Ford as a result of this issue. Only models sold in
Continental Europe and the British Isles are shown, overseas territories often have different
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guide 40 pages. Ford motor company ford explorer sport trac owner's guide 16 pages.
Automobile Ford Escape Workshop Manual 13 pages. Ford motor company ford crown victoria
owner's guide 16 pages. Ford motor company ford f owner's guide pages. Reproduction by any
means, electronic or mechanical including photocopying, recording or by any information
storage and retrieval system or translation in whole or part is not permitted without written
authorization from Ford Motor Company. Page 4: Vehicle Symbol Glossary Introduction These
are some of the symbols you may see on your vehicle. Page 7 Instrumentation Gearshift
including Audio system overdrive button pg. Page 9 3. The fuel cap may not have been properly
installed and securely tightened. After three driving cycles without these or any other temporary
malfunctions present, the light should turn off. Page 10 Instrumentation Air bag readiness
Illuminates to confirm that the air bags front or side are operational. If the light fails to
illuminate, continues to flash or remains on, have the system serviced immediately. Safety belt

Illuminates to remind you to fasten your safety belts. Check the engine oil and coolant level
refer to Adding engine oil and Adding coolant in the Maintenance and care chapter. Page 12
Instrumentation Low washer fluid if equipped Illuminates when the windshield washer fluid is
low. AdvanceTrac if equipped Flashes when the AdvanceTrac system is active. If the light
remains on, have the system serviced immediately. If the light does not come on or the light
flashes steadily, have your vehicle serviced as soon as possible, as damage to the transmission
could occur. Speed control Illuminates when the speed control is activated. Page 15 Engine
coolant temperature gauge Indicates the temperature of the engine coolant. If it enters the red
section, the engine is overheating. Stop the vehicle as soon as safely possible, switch off the
engine immediately and let the engine cool. Page 16 Instrumentation Trip odometer Registers
the kilometers miles of individual journeys. Press and hold the button to reset. Page 17
Instrumentation Engine oil pressure gauge Indicates engine oil pressure. Page 18
Instrumentation Usually, when something affects the compass readings, the compass will
correct itself after a few days of operating your vehicle in normal conditions. If the compass still
appears to be inaccurate, a manual calibration may be necessary. Refer to Compass calibration
adjustment. Start the vehicle. Page 21 degrees between adjacent zones and will become
noticeable as the vehicle crosses multiple zones. A correct zone setting will eliminate this error.
Page 22 Instrumentation 9. This will take up to three circles to complete calibration. The
compass is now calibrated. To operate the Trip Elapsed Drive Time perform the following: 1.
Page 24 Instrumentation Autolocks 1. System check Selecting this function from the SETUP
menu causes the message center to cycle through each of the systems being monitored.
Displayed when the engine coolant is overheating. Stop the vehicle as soon as safely possible,
turn off the engine and let it cool. Check the coolant and coolant level. Refer to Engine coolant
in the Maintenance and care chapter. If the warning stays on or continues to come on, contact
your dealer as soon as possible. Displayed when any of the tire pressures are high or low. Refer
to Checking the tire pressure in the Maintenance and care chapter. Displayed when the spare
tire pressure is high or low. Page 30 Instrumentation 4. Rotate clockwise to the second position
to also turn on the headlamps. Foglamp control if equipped The headlamp control also operates
the foglamps. The foglamps can be turned on only when the headlamp control is in the position
and the high beams are not Page 32 Controls and features High beams Push the lever toward
the instrument panel to activate. Pull the lever towards you to deactivate. Flash to pass Pull
toward you slightly to activate and release to deactivate. The autolamp system also keeps the
lights on for approximately 20 seconds or a programmed time delay after the ignition switch is
turned to the OFF position. As you move closer to the obstacle, the rate of the tone increases.
Temperature control knob Controls the temperature of the airflow inside the vehicle. Mode
selector control Controls the direction of the airflow to the inside of the vehicle. Page 37 Since
the air conditioner removes considerable moisture from the air during operation, it is normal if
clear water drips on the ground under the air conditioner drain while the system is working and
even after you have stopped the vehicle. It can be used to clear ice or fog from the windshield.
For added customer comfort, the system will allow some airflow through the floor ducts in this
mode. This will reduce fogging on your windshield. Once the windshield has been cleared,
operate the climate control system as desired. Page 40 Controls and features 4. Set the fan
speed to High 5. Direct the outer panel vents towards the side windows 6. To increase airflow to
the outer panel vents, close the central panel vents. Do not place objects on top of the
instrument panel, as these objects may become projectiles in a collision or sudden stop. The
selected temperature will appear in the display window, and an indicator above the AUTO
control will light. When DUAL is pressed, the display window indicates the current temperature
setting for the driver and the last temperature setting that was selected for the passenger. You
can override fan speed at any time. To control fan speed manually, press the fan control to
cancel the automatic fan speed operation. Press the control up for higher fan speed or down for
lower fan speed. The air conditioning compressor can operate in all modes except OFF. Page 47
Controls and features indicator will not be lit. Page 48 Controls and features ducts. For added
customer comfort, the air distributed through the floor ducts may be slightly warmer than the air
sent to the windshield defroster ducts. Following this, the outside temperature display will
return to the window. The outside temperature reading is most accurate when the vehicle is
moving. Page 50 Controls and features objects may fall down into the defroster outlets and
block airflow, in addition to damaging the climate control system. Select 2. Set the temperature
control to full heat 3. Page 51 Controls and features To control the auxiliary climate control
system from the front controls, turn the fan speed control knob to the desired speed. Turn the
temperature control to regulate the air temperature. Press the mode selector once to select air
distribution through the overhead vents. Page 52 Controls and features Ensure that the front
auxiliary control is turned to REAR to enable the rear climate controls. Turn the fan speed

control to the desired fan speed. Page 53 Controls and features Floor console climate controls if
equipped Depending on the equipment package, your vehicle may be equipped with floor
console climate control capabilities. The floor console climate control system allows the rear
passengers to select a mode of airflow distribution through the floor console. However, air
temperature and fan speed are controlled by the main climate control system. Press the rear
defroster control to clear the rear window of thin ice and fog. The ignition must be in the ON
position to operate the rear window defroster. Turn the control to raise or lower volume. Page
57 Controls and features Scan function The scan function works in radio mode. Press the SCAN
control again to stop the scan mode. Speaker balance adjust Speaker sound distribution can be
adjusted between the right and left speakers. Speaker fade adjust Speaker sound can be
adjusted between the front and rear speakers. Page 59 Automatic Music Search The Automatic
Music Search feature allows you to quickly locate the beginning of the tape selection being
played or to skip to the next selection. Then, press either REW for the beginning of the current
selection or FF to advance to the next selection. Page 60 Controls and features Eject function
Press the control to stop and eject a tape. Dolby noise reduction Dolby noise reduction
operates only in tape mode. Dolby noise reduction reduces the amount of hiss and static during
tape playback. Press the control to activate and deactivate Dolby noise reduction. The CLK
control will allow you to switch between media display mode radio station, stereo information,
etc. When in clock mode, the media information will display for 10 seconds, when the radio is
turned on, and then revert to clock information. Page 62 Controls and features Turn the control
to raise or lower volume. Page 65 Do not insert any promotional odd shaped or sized discs, or
discs with removable labels into the CD player as jamming may occur. Rewind The rewind
control works in CD mode. To rewind in CD mode, press the CD control preset 1. Press the
control again to deactivate rewind mode. Page 66 Controls and features Setting the clock Press
CLK to toggle between listening frequencies and clock mode while in radio mode. To set the
hour, press and hold the CLK control. If a selection has been playing for three seconds or more
and you press from the beginning. After the last track has been completed, the first track of the
current disc will automatically replay. Page 70 Controls and features 3. Press and hold a
memory preset control until the sound returns, indicating the station is held in memory on the
control you selected. Page 72 Controls and features Speaker fade adjust Speaker sound can be
adjusted between the front and rear speakers. Page 73 Fast forward The fast forward control
works in tape and CD modes. Page 74 Controls and features Compression adjust Compression
adjust brings soft and loud CD passages together for a more consistent listening level. Press
the COMP control to activate and deactivate compression adjust. Shuffle feature The shuffle
feature operates in CD mode and plays all tracks in random order. If your vehicle has a separate
clock, other than the digital radio display , the CLK control will not function in the above
manner. Hold the control to move through the frequencies quickly. If the beginning of the disc is
reached, the CD player seeks to the beginning of the last track on the current disc and begins
playing. Page 80 Controls and features 4. Press and hold a memory preset control. The playing
media will mute momentarily. When the sound returns, the station is held in memory on the
control you selected. Autostore Autostore allows you to set the strongest local radio stations
without losing your original manually set preset stations. Page 81 4. Due to technical
incompatibility, certain recordable and re-recordable compact discs may not function correctly
when used in Ford CD players. Irregular shaped CDs, CDs with a scratch protection film
attached, and CDs with homemade paper adhesive labels should not be inserted into the CD
player. You can choose which slot will be loaded by pressing the desired preset number. If you
do not choose a slot, the system will choose the next available one. Wait until the CD door
opens. Load the CD into the player. Press and hold the REW control until the desired selection
is reached. If the beginning of the disc is reached, the CD will begin play at the first track.
Release the control to disengage rewind mode. There are three sets of menus available
depending upon which mode or feature is activated. While in FM mode, two menus are
available. Use the SEL control to select the program type. Page 89 Use the SEL control to
manually set the time. Press the MENU control again to disengage the clock mode.
Troubleshooting the CD changer if equipped The laser beam used in the compact disc player is
harmful to the eyes. Page 90 4. Page 91 24 miles. Static can be caused on AM stations by power
lines, electric fences, traffic lights and thunderstorms. ACC, allows the electrical accessories
such as the radio to operate while the engine is not running. Once speed control is switched off,
the previously programmed set speed will be erased. Each press will increase the set speed by
1. Disengaging the speed control will not erase the previously programmed set speed. Pressing
OFF will erase the previously programmed set speed. Indicator light This light comes on when
the vehicle speed control is engaged and actively controlling vehicle speed. Page 97 If your
vehicle has the tilt-only steering column, pull the lever down to unlock the steering column.

While the lever is in the down position, tilt the steering column to its desired orientation. Lift the
lever back to its original position to lock the steering column. Page 98 Controls and features
Push tap the end of the stalk briefly for a single swipe no wash. Push and hold for three swipes
with wash. Push and hold for a longer wash up to ten seconds. Page Storage compartment
Press the latch to open the storage compartment. Page Controls and features Moon roof if
equipped You can move the glass panel of the moon roof back to open or tilt up to ventilate the
vehicle. To open the moon roof: The moon roof is equipped with an automatic, one-touch,
express opening feature. Page The map lamp controls are located on the dome lamp. Press the
controls on either side of each lens on each map lamp to activate the lamps. All vehicles are
equipped with a cargo lamp, which is located overhead in the rear cargo area and above the the
third row seat if equipped. Page Controls and features Do not use the HomeLink Universal
Transceiver with any garage door opener that lacks safety stop and reverse features as required
by U. A garage door which cannot detect an object, signaling the door to stop and reverse, does
not meet current U. Page Controls and features 3. Simultaneously press and hold both the
HomeLink and hand-held transmitter button. Do not release the buttons until step 4 has been
completed. Release both buttons. Do not hold for longer that 30 seconds. One touch down can
be deactivated during operation by pushing down on the top part of the driver power window
control. Window lock The window lock feature allows only the driver to operate the power
windows. Press control to lock all doors. The rear doors can be opened from the outside when
the doors are unlocked. The childproof locks are located on rear edge of each rear door and
must be set separately for each door. Page Controls and features Heated outside mirrors Both
mirrors are heated automatically to remove ice, mist and fog when the rear window defrost is
activated. Do not remove ice from the mirrors with a scraper or attempt to readjust the mirror
glass if it is frozen in place. Page Controls and features Auxiliary power point Power outlets are
designed for accessory plugs only. Do not hang any type of accessory or accessory bracket
from the plug. Improper use of the power outlet can cause damage not covered by your
warranty. The power point is an additional power source for electrical accessories. Make sure
that the mat does not interfere with the operation of the accelerator or the brake pedal. This will
also prevent passengers and cargo from falling out. Page Controls and features 7 passenger
stowage: 1. To open, lift the release handle and the lid. To close, lower the lid, lift the release
handle and press down on the lid. The interior lamps will illuminate with the ignition OFF. Press
the control a second time within three seconds to unlock all doors and liftgate. Page Controls
and features Opening the liftgate window Press the control to unlatch the liftgate window.
Sounding a panic alarm Press this control to activate the alarm. Page Controls and features
Activating the memory seat feature To activate this feature: 1. Position the seat to the position
you desire. Page Controls and features To replace the battery: 1. Twist a thin coin between the
two halves of the transmitter near the key ring. Page Controls and features Programming your
own personal entry code 1. Enter the factory-set code keypad will illuminate when pressed.
Enter your personal 5 digit code. Enter each digit within five seconds of the previous one. Page
Controls and features If you wish to erase your personal code, use the following instructions:
Erasing personal code 1. Enter the factory-set code. If more than five seconds pass between
pressing numbers, enter the code again. The system has shut down if the keypad light is out. If
the procedure needs to be repeated, you must wait 30 seconds. Turn the ignition key to ON. If
there is any potential perimeter anti-theft problem with your vehicle, ensure ALL remote entry
transmitters are brought to the dealership, to aid in troubleshooting. Page Arming the system
When armed, this system will help protect your vehicle from unauthorized entry. The system is
ready to arm whenever the key is removed from the ignition. Turn the key full travel toward the
front of the vehicle to make sure the alarm disarms. Page The SecuriLock passive anti-theft
system is not compatible with non-Ford aftermarket remote start systems. Use of these systems
may result in vehicle starting problems and a loss of security protection. Page OFF and restart
the engine with all other objects on the key ring held away from the ignition key. Check to make
sure the coded key is an approved Ford coded key. Page Controls and features 1. Insert the first
previously programmed coded key into the ignition and turn the ignition from 2 ACC to 3 ON
maintain ignition in 3 ON for at least one second. Turn ignition to 1 LOCK and remove the first
coded key from the ignition. The purpose of these head restraints is to help limit head motion in
the event of a rear collision. To properly adjust your head restraints, lift the head restraint so
that it is located directly behind your head or as close to that position as possible. Page Seating
and safety restraints Do not pile cargo higher than the seatbacks to reduce the risk of injuring
people in a collision or sudden stop. Always drive and ride with your seatback upright and the
lap belt snug and low across the hips. Page Seating and safety restraints Always drive and ride
with your seatback upright and the lap belt snug and low across the hips. Page Seating and
safety restraints Press the control to move the seat forward, backward, up or down. The

memory seat control is located on the driver door. Page Seating and safety restraints Using the
manual lumbar support Turn the lumbar support control toward the front of vehicle to move the
lumbar support forward for more direct support. Turn the lumbar support control toward the
rear of vehicle to move the lumbar support back for less direct support. Page Seating and safety
restraints 1. Press the lower release control downward to unlatch the seatback. Rotate the
seatback downward into the load floor position. Press down on the top outboard area of the
seatback until a click is heard. Page Seating and safety restraints To return the seat to the
upright position: 1. Pull the handle down and lift the seatback toward the rear of the vehicle.
Rotate the seatback until you hear a click, locking it in the upright position. Page Seating and
safety restraints 3. To return the seat to a seating position, flip the seat into the upright position.
Make sure the seat is latched to the floor. To exit the 3rd row seat, pull the red access control
lever up releasing the seat from the floor and rotate the seat up towards the front seat. Page
Seating and safety restraints Folding the middle 2nd row seat If equipped 1. Locate the lever on
the side of the seatback. Pull the lever up and push the seatback toward the front of the vehicle.
To put seat in stowed position: 1. Pull the seat release lever located on top of the seatback while
pushing the seatback down onto the seat cushion. Page Seating and safety restraints 2. Pull the
seat release lever located on top of the seatback while lifting the seatback into the upright
position. The seatback will latch into place. The third row seat is equipped with combination lap
and shoulder belts in both seating positions. The fact that the pretensioners or air bags did not
activate for both front seat occupants in a collision does not mean that something is wrong with
the system. This maximizes the effectiveness of the safety belts and helps properly position the
occupant relative to the air bag to improve protection. Page Seating and safety restraints To
reduce the risk of injury, make sure children sit where they can be properly restrained. Never let
a passenger hold a child on his or her lap while the vehicle is moving. The passenger cannot
protect the child from injury in a collision. Page Seating and safety restraints The front and rear
outboard safety restraints in the vehicle are combination lap and shoulder belts. The front
passenger and rear seat outboard safety belts have two types of locking modes described
below: Vehicle sensitive mode The vehicle sensitive mode is the normal retractor mode,
allowing free shoulder belt length adjustment to your movements and locking in response to
vehicle movement. As the belt retracts, you will hear a clicking sound. Failure to replace the belt
and retractor assembly could increase the risk of injury in collisions. Page Seating and safety
restraints Insert the tongue into the correct buckle the buckle closest to the direction the tongue
is coming from. To lengthen the belt, turn the tongue at a right angle to the belt and pull across
your lap until it reaches the buckle. Page Seating and safety restraints The lap belt will adjust
automatically. To fasten, grasp the tongue, and with a continuous motion, pull out enough
webbing to buckle the tongue into the correct buckle. If you did not pull out enough webbing to
reach the buckle, allow the tongue to retract fully before trying to pull it out again. Page Seating
and safety restraints Safety belt height adjustment Your vehicle has safety belt height
adjustments for the front and second row outboard seating positions. Adjust the height of the
shoulder belt so the belt rests across the middle of your shoulder. To lower the shoulder belt
height, squeeze the button and slide the height adjuster down. Page Seating and safety
restraints Conditions of operation If Page Seating and safety restraints If The BeltMinder feature
is a supplemental warning to the seat belt warning function. Page Seating and safety restraints
Reasons given Page Seating and safety restraints One time disable Any time the safety belt is
buckled and then unbuckled during an ignition ON cycle, BeltMinder will be disabled for that
ignition cycle only. Page if equipped , LATCH child seat tether anchors and lower anchors if
equipped , and attaching hardware, should be inspected after a collision. Ford Motor Company
recommends that all safety belt assemblies used in vehicles involved in a collision be replaced.
Page This information will assist Ford Motor Company in servicing the vehicle and in helping to
better understand real world collisions and further improve the safety of future vehicles. Page
Do not attempt to service, repair, or modify the air bag supplemental restraint systems or its
fuses. See your Ford or Lincoln Mercury dealer. Modifications to the front end of the vehicle,
including frame, Page Seating and safety restraints Children and air bags For additional
important safety information, read all information on safety restraints in this guide. Children
must always be properly restrained. Accident statistics suggest that children are safer when
properly restrained in the rear seating positions than in the front seating position. Page Seating
and safety restraints The air bags inflate and deflate rapidly upon activation. After air bag
deployment, it is normal to notice a smoke-like, powdery residue or smell the burnt propellant.
This may consist of cornstarch, talcum powder to lubricate the bag or sodium compounds e.
Refer to Side air curtain system later in this chapter. Page Do not attempt to service, repair, or
modify the Safety Canopy system, its fuses, the A, B, or C pillar trim, or the headliner on a
vehicle containing a Safety Canopy. All occupants of the vehicle including the driver should

always Page Seating and safety restraints How does the Safety Canopy The design and
development of the Safety Canopy system included recommended testing procedures that were
developed by a group of automotive safety experts known as the Side Airbag Technical Working
Group. These recommended testing procedures help reduce the risk of injuries related to the
deployment of side airbags including the Safety Page Seating and safety restraints close an
electrical circuit that initiates Safety Canopy a certain likelihood of a rollover event is detected
by the rollover sensor. The Safety Canopy is mounted to the roof side-rail sheet metal, behind
the headliner, above the first and second row seats. In certain lateral collisions or rollover
events, the Safety Canopy activated, regardless of which seats are occupied. Page Seating and
safety restraints Determining if the system is operational The SRS uses a readiness light in the
instrument cluster or a tone to indicate the condition of the system. Refer to the Air bag
readiness section in the Instrumentation chapter. Routine maintenance of the air bag is not
required. Page To improve the fit of both the lap and shoulder belt on children who have
outgrown child safety seats, Ford Motor Company recommends use of a belt-positioning
booster. Booster seats position a child so that safety belts fit better. They lift the child up so
that the lap belt rests low across the hips and the knees bend comfortably. Page Seating and
safety restraints The shoulder belt should cross the chest, resting snugly on the center of the
shoulder. The lap belt should rest low and snug across the hips, never up high across the
stomach. If the booster seat slides on the vehicle seat, placing a rubberized mesh sold as shelf
or carpet liner under the booster seat may improve this condition. Page passenger side front
and outboard rear seating positions if equipped section in this chapter. Ford recommends the
use of a child safety seat having a top tether strap. Install the child safety seat in a seating
position which is capable of providing a tether anchorage. Page Seating and safety restraints
Installing child safety seats in combination lap and shoulder belt seating positions Air bags can
kill or injure a child in a child seat. NEVER place a rear-facing child seat in front of an active air
bag. If you must use a forward-facing child seat in the front seat, move the seat all the way back.
Be sure the belt webbing is not twisted. Insert the belt tongue into the proper buckle the buckle
closest to the direction the tongue is coming from for that seating position until Page Seating
and safety restraints 7. Pull the lap belt portion across the child seat toward the buckle and pull
up on the shoulder belt while pushing down with your knee on the child seat. Allow the safety
belt to retract to remove any slack in the belt. Page Seating and safety restraints 5. If you have
not pulled out enough webbing to reach, allow the webbing to fully retract before attempting to
pull it out again and repeat steps 2 through 4. Pull the webbing through the child seat toward
the retractor while pushing down with your knee on the child seat. Page Seating and safety
restraints Attach the tether strap only to the appropriate tether anchor as shown. The tether
strap may not work properly if attached somewhere other than the correct tether anchor.
Position the child safety seat on the rear seat cushion. Clip the tether strap to the anchor. If the
tether strap is clipped incorrectly, the child safety seat may not be retained properly in the event
of a collision. This system meets all Canadian Interference-Causing Equipment standard
requirements regulating the impulse electrical field strength of radio noise. When starting a
fuel-injected engine, avoid pressing the accelerator before or during starting. If a light fails to
illuminate, have the vehicle serviced. Page Starting Cold weather starting flexible fuel vehicles
only As the outside temperature approaches freezing, ethanol fuel distributors should supply
winter grade ethanol same as with unleaded gasoline. If summer grade ethanol is used in cold
weather conditions, you may experience increased cranking times, rough idle or hesitation until
the engine has warmed up. Page Starting To prevent electrical shock, do not use your heater
with ungrounded electrical systems or two-pronged cheater adapters. Guarding against exhaust
fumes Although odorless and colorless, carbon monoxide is present in exhaust fumes. Take
precautions to avoid its dangerous effects. If you ever smell exhaust fumes of any kind inside
your vehicle, have your dealer inspect and fix your vehicle immediately. Refer to the scheduled
maintenance guide for scheduled maintenance. In normal operation, automotive brake systems
may emit occasional or intermittent squeal or groan noises when the brakes are applied. Page
Driving The ABS operates by detecting the onset of wheel lockup during brake applications and
compensates for this tendency. The wheels are prevented from locking even when the brakes
are firmly applied. The accompanying illustration depicts the advantage of an ABS equipped
vehicle on bottom to a non-ABS equipped vehicle on top during hard braking with loss of front
braking traction. Page Brake Assist if equipped as part of the AdvanceTrac The Brake Assist
system provides full braking force during panic braking situations. It detects a rapid application
of the brake pedal and maximizes the amount of brake booster assist, helping the driver to
achieve maximum braking pressure. Page Driving Pull the release lever to release the brake.
Driving with the parking brake on will cause the brakes to wear out quickly and reduce fuel
economy. Page Driving spin. If your vehicle seems to lose engine power while driving in deep

sand or very deep snow, switching off the AdvanceTrac enhancement feature will restore full
engine power and will enhance momentum through the obstacle. Some drivers may notice a
slight movement of the brake pedal when the AdvanceTrac performs a system self-check. Page
Driving Loaded vehicles, with a higher center of gravity, may handle differently than unloaded
vehicles. Extra precautions, such as slower speeds and increased stopping distance, should be
taken when driving a heavily loaded vehicle. Your vehicle has the capability to haul more cargo
and people than most passenger cars. Page 3. Rotate the access panel counterclockwise with a
flat head screw driver until it is lined up to the access hole in the open position. Insert a tool or
screw driver into the access hole to override the brake-shift interlock. Apply the brake and shift
into Neutral. Page Driving If your vehicle gets stuck in mud or snow it may be rocked out by
shifting between forward and reverse gears, stopping between shifts, in a steady pattern. Press
lightly on the accelerator in each gear. Do not rock the vehicle if the engine is not at normal
operating temperature or damage to the transmission may occur. Page P Park To put your
vehicle in gear, start the engine, depress the brake pedal, then move gearshift lever out of P
Park. Always come to a complete stop before shifting into P Park. Make sure the gearshift lever
is securely latched in P Park. Page Driving Drive overdrive deactivated Activate by pressing the
transmission control switch on the end of the gearshift lever with the gearshift lever in the D
Drive position. The transmission with overdrive off operates in gears one through four,
providing more engine braking than D Drive with Overdrive ON and is useful whenever driving
conditions i. The transmission will downshift to the appropriate gear: fourth, third, second or
first gear. Manual transmission operation if equipped Using the clutch Vehicles equipped with a
manual transmission have a starter interlock Page Driving 2. Engage the parking brake. Shift
into 1 First. Turn the ignition to Off. Do not park your vehicle in Neutral, it may move
unexpectedly and injure someone. Use 1 First gear and set the parking brake fully. This is
appropriate for normal on-road operating conditions, such as dry road surfaces, wet pavement,
It is only intended for off-road applications that require extra power including deep sand, steep
grades and pulling a boat and trailer out of the water. Not intended for use on dry pavement.
Page Using the Control Trac system Shifting between 4x4 Auto and 4x4 High When you press
the 4x4 High button, the indicator light will illuminate in the instrument cluster. When you press
the 4x4 Auto button, the indicator light will turn off. Bring the vehicle to a stop. Depress the
brake. Place the gearshift in N Neutral automatic transmission or depress the clutch manual
transmission. Press the 4x4 Auto or the 4x4 High button. Page steering and braking control of
your vehicle, you must have all four wheels on the ground and they must be rolling, not sliding
or spinning. Doing so will produce excessive noise, increase tire wear and may damage drive
components. Page Driving Always set the parking brake fully and make sure the gearshift is
latched in P Park. Turn the ignition to the LOCK position and remove the key whenever you
leave your vehicle. If the parking brake is fully released, but the brake warning lamp remains
illuminated, the brakes may not be working properly. Page Driving the driveline. Therefore, the
vehicle is free to roll even if the automatic transmission is in P Park or the manual transmission
is in gear. Do not leave the vehicle unattended with the transfer case in N Neutral position.
Always set the parking brake fully and turn off the ignition when leaving the vehicle. Page Ford
Motor Company joins the U. Page Driving possibly rolling over. Whenever driving on a hill,
determine beforehand the route you will use. Do not drive over the crest of a hill without seeing
what conditions are on the other side. Do not drive in reverse over a hill without the aid of an
observer. When climbing a steep slope or hill, start in a lower gear rather than downshifting to a
lower gear from a Page If you nevertheless decide to equip your 4WD for off-road use with tires
larger than what Ford Motor Company recommends, you should not use these tires for highway
driving. Page Failure to follow tire pressure recommendations can adversely affect the way your
vehicle handles. Do not exceed the Ford Motor Company recommended pressure even if it is
less than the maximum pressure allowed for the tire. Page Driving Ford Motor Company
recommends that caution be used with any vehicle equipped with a high load or device such as
ladder racks or pickup box cover. Failure to maintain your vehicle properly may void the
warranty, increase your repair cost, reduce vehicle performance and operational capabilities
and adversely affect driver and passenger safety. Special loading instructions for owners of
pickup trucks and utility-type vehicles For important information regarding safe operation of
this type of vehicle, see the Preparing to drive your vehicle section in this chapter. Page Once
through the water, always try the brakes. Wet brakes do not stop the vehicle as effectively as
dry brakes. Drying can be improved by moving your vehicle slowly while applying light pressure
on the brake pedal. Driving through deep water where the transmission vent tube is submerged
may allow water into the transmission and cause internal transmission damage. Page Driving
Towing trailers beyond the maximum recommended gross trailer weight exceeds the limit of the
vehicle and could result in engine damage, transmission damage, structural damage, loss of

vehicle control, vehicle rollover, personal injury or death. This may result in a temporary
increase of interior temperatures. For definitions of terms used in this table and instructions on
how to calculate your vehicle load, refer to Vehicle loading in this chapter. Contact your local
Ford dealership for assistance in proper trailer tow wiring installation. Additional electrical
equipment may be required. This will also assist in transmission cooling. For additional
information, refer to the Driving with a 4â€”speed automatic transmission section in this
chapter. The maximum recommended load is 90 kg lbs , evenly distributed. If it is not possible
to distribute the load, position it as far rearward as possible. Use the tie down loops on the
thumbwheels if equipped to secure the load. Page Roadside Emergencies Getting roadside
assistance To fully assist you should you have a vehicle concern, Ford Motor Company offers a
complimentary roadside assistance program. This program is separate from the New Vehicle
Limited Warranty. Page Roadside emergencies Canadian customers who require roadside
assistance, call 1â€”â€”â€” If you need to arrange roadside assistance for yourself, Ford Motor
Company will reimburse a reasonable amount. To obtain reimbursement information, U. Ford or
Mercury vehicles customers call ; Lincoln vehicle customers call 1â€”â€”â€” Use the following
procedure to reset the fuel pump shut-off switch. Turn the ignition to the OFF position. Check
the fuel system for leaks. Using a fuse with a higher amperage rating can cause severe wire
damage and could start a fire. Standard fuse amperage rating and color Fuse Mini Standard
rating To remove a fuse use the fuse puller tool provided on the fuse panel box. Roadside
emergencies Page Roadside emergencies Passenger compartment fuse panel top side These
relays are located on the reverse side of the passenger compartment fuse panel. To access the
relays you must remove the passenger compartment fuse panel. Page Power Distribution Box
Power distribution box The power distribution box is located in the engine compartment.
Always disconnect the battery before servicing high current fuses. To reduce risk of electrical
shock, always replace the cover to the Power Distribution Box before reconnecting the battery
or refilling fluid reservoirs. To access this box you must remove the trim panel. Page Roadside
emergencies The use of tire sealants is not recommended and may compromise the integrity of
your tires. The use of tire sealants may also affect your tire pressure monitoring system if
equipped. If your vehicle is equipped with a tire pressure monitoring system, refer to Tire
Pressure Monitoring System if equipped in the Maintenance and care section for important
information. Page Roadside emergencies Removing the jack 1. Open liftgate and remove the
carpeted floor lid and jack cover. Turn jack screw eyelet counterclockwise and remove the jack
from the bracket. Remove the lug wrench from the bag and rotate the wrench socket out from
the handle. Page Roadside emergencies 3. Turn the wrench counterclockwise until tire is
lowered to the ground making sure the other end of the wrench does not scuff kick plate, the
tire can be slid rearward and the cable is slightly slack. Lift tire on one side and remove the
retainer from the spare tire. Page 1. Park on a level surface, activate hazard flashers and set the
parking brake. When one of the rear wheels is off the ground, the transmission alone will not
prevent the vehicle from moving or slipping off the jack, even if the Page Roadside emergencies
6. Assemble the jack handle extension on the lug nut wrench by sliding the square end of the
jack handle through the plastic grommet on the lug nut wrench and into the square hole on the
other side. Page To lessen the risk of personal injury, do not put any part of your body under
the vehicle while changing a tire. Do not start the engine when your vehicle is on the jack. The
jack is only meant for changing the tire. Page Roadside emergencies 2. Slide the wheel under
the vehicle and install the retainer through the wheel center. Turn the lug wrench clockwise until
the tire is raised to its original position underneath the vehicle. The lug wrench will click when
the tire is raised to the stowed position. Page Roadside emergencies 4. Check all battery
terminals and remove any excessive corrosion before you attach the battery cables. Ensure that
vent caps are tight and level. Turn the heater fan on in both vehicles to protect any electrical
surges. Turn all other accessories off. Connecting the jumper cables 1. Connect the negative cable to the negative - terminal of the assisting battery. Make the final connection of the
negative - cable to the provided jumpstarting bolt ONLY. Connecting to any other exposed
component may cause an explosion. Do not use fuel lines, engine rocker covers or the intake
manifold as grounding points. Page Roadside emergencies 5. Ensure that the cables are clear
of fan blades, belts, moving parts of both engines, or any fuel delivery system parts. Jump
starting 1. Start the engine of the booster vehicle and run the engine at moderately increased
speed. After the disabled vehicle has been started and the jumper cables removed, allow it to
idle for several minutes so the engine computer can relearn its idle conditions. Page It is
recommended that your vehicle be towed with a wheel lift or flatbed equipment. Do not tow with
a slingbelt. Ford Motor Company has not approved a slingbelt towing procedure. If your vehicle
requires professional service, your dealership can provide the necessary parts and service. Set
the parking brake and ensure the gearshift is securely latched in P Park. Block the wheels to

prevent the vehicle from moving unexpectedly. Note: Do not start your engine with the air
cleaner removed and do not remove it while the engine is running. Page Maintenance and care
2. Go to the front of the vehicle and release the auxiliary latch that is located under the front
center of the hood. Lift the hood. Engine coolant reservoir 2. Engine oil filler cap 3. Engine oil
dipstick 4. Brake fluid reservoir 5. Power distribution box 6. Battery 7. Power steering fluid
reservoir 8. Page Maintenance and care 4. Engine oil dipstick 3. Clutch fluid reservoir if
equipped 4. Engine oil filler cap 9. Make sure the vehicle is on level ground. Turn the engine off
and wait a few minutes for the oil to drain into the oil pan. Wipe the indicator clean. Insert the
indicator fully, then remove it again. Some oil must be removed from the engine by a service
technician. Put the indicator back in and ensure it is fully seated. Adding engine oil 1. Page Ford
production and aftermarket Motorcraft oil filters are designed for added engine protection and
long life. If a replacement oil filter is used that does not meet Ford Material and design
specifications, start-up engine noises or knock may be experienced. Page MAX. Do not fill
above this line. Use only a DOT 3 brake fluid certified to meet Ford specifications. Refer to
Lubricant specifications in the Capacities and specifications chapter. Page Add fluid to fill the
reservoir if the level is low. In very cold weather, do not fill the reservoir completely. For
vehicles with overflow coolant systems with a non-pressurized cap on the coolant recovery
system, add coolant to the coolant recovery reservoir when the engine is cool. Page Operating
an engine with a low level of coolant can result in engine overheating and possible engine
damage. Recycled engine coolant Ford Motor Company recommends the use of a recycled
engine coolant produced by Ford-approved processes in vehicles originally equipped with
Motorcraft Premium Engine Coolant green-colored. What you should know about fail-safe
cooling 4. Arrange for the vehicle to be taken to a service facility. If this is not possible, wait a
short period for the engine to cool. Check the coolant level and replenish if low. Never remove
the coolant reservoir cap while the engine is running or hot. While the engine idles, turn the
steering wheel left and right several times. Turn the engine off. Check the fluid level in the
reservoir. Do not add fluid if the level is in this range. Page 5. Add enough fluid through the filler
opening so that the fluid level is at the bottom of the opening. Install and tighten the fill plug
securely. Use only fluid that meets Ford specifications. Refer to the Lubricant Specifications in
this chapter. Page Use only fluid that meets Ford specifications. Refer to Lubricant
Specifications in the Capacities and specifications chapter. However, for severe usage or in
high temperature climates, check the battery electrolyte level. Refer to the scheduled
maintenance guide for the service interval schedules. Lift the battery with a battery carrier or
with your hands on opposite corners. Page Maintenance and care If the battery has been
disconnected or a new battery has been installed, the clock and the preset radio stations must
be reset once the battery is reconnected. Follow your local authorized standards for disposal.
Department of Transportation-Tire quality grades: The U. Department of Transportation requires
Ford to give you the following information about tire grades exactly as the government has
written it. Page Servicing Tires Maintenance and care The traction grade assigned to this tire is
based on straight-ahead braking traction tests, and does not include acceleration, cornering,
hydroplaning or peak traction characteristics. To make sure your tires wear evenly and last
longer, rotate them as indicated in the scheduled maintenance guide. If you notice that the tires
wear unevenly, have them checked. Page Make sure that all replacement tires are of the same
size, type, load-carrying capacity and tread design e. Page The tires on your vehicle have
all-weather treads to provide traction in rain and snow. However, in some climates, using snow
tires or traction devices may be necessary. Ford offers tire cables as a Ford approved
Maintenance and care Consult your dealer for information on other Ford approved methods of
traction control. Page Fuel ethanol and gasoline may contain benzene, which is a
cancer-causing agent. Page Maintenance and care Pure ethanol is the alcohol which is the
intoxicating agent in liquor, beer and wine. It is distilled from the fermentation of plants such as
field corn and sugar cane. When ethanol is used in the making of motor fuels, a small amount of
a bad tasting chemical is added to discourage beverage use. The use of leaded fuel is
prohibited by law and could damage your vehicle. Gasolines that meet the World-wide Fuel
Charter should be used when available. Page The customer warranty may be void for any
damage to the fuel tank or fuel system if the correct genuine Ford or Motorcraft fuel filler cap is
not used. The fuel system may be under pressure. If the fuel filler cap is venting vapor or if you
hear a hissing sound, wait until it stops before completely removing the fuel filler cap. Page
Maintenance and care If you do not use the proper fuel filler cap, excessive pressure or vacuum
in the fuel tank may damage the fuel system or cause the fuel cap to disengage in a collision,
which may result in possible personal injury. Page Maintenance and care Driving style â€” good
driving and fuel economy habits Give consideration to the lists that follow and you may be able
to change a number of variables and improve your fuel economy. Page If other than Ford,

Motorcraft or Ford-authorized parts are used for maintenance replacements or for service of
components affecting emission control, such non-Ford parts should be equivalent to genuine
Ford Motor Company parts in performance and durability. Page Maintenance and care
Replacing headlamp bulbs The high beam and low beam bulbs are located in the headlamp
assembly. Follow the same steps to replace either bulb: To remove the headlamp bulb: 1. Make
sure headlamp switch is in OFF position, then open the hood. Page Maintenance and care 1.
Install the new bulb in lamp assembly by pushing straight in and turning to lock in position. You
may need to turn the bulb slightly to align the grooves in the plastic base with the tabs in the
lamp assembly. Follow the same steps to replace either bulb: 1. Make sure headlamp switch is
in OFF position, then open the liftgate to expose the lamp assembly screws. Page Maintenance
and care Replacing license plate lamp bulbs 1. Make sure headlamp switch is in OFF position,
then remove two screws and the license plate lamp assembly from the liftgate. Rotate bulb
socket counterclockwise and remove from lamp assembly. Park the vehicle on a level surface
approximately 7. Washing the exterior Wash your vehicle regularly with cool or lukewarm water
and a neutral Ph shampoo, such as Detail Wash ZC-3â€”A , which is available from your dealer.
Engine Engines are more efficient when they are clean because grease and dirt buildup keep
the engine warmer than normal. Page Use only approved products to clean plastic parts. These
products are available from your dealer. Windows and wiper blades The windshield, rear
window and wiper blades should be cleaned regularly. Page Maintenance and care Ford,
Lincoln and Mercury car care products Your Ford, Lincoln or Mercury dealer has many quality
products available to clean your vehicle and protect its finishes. These quality products have
been specifically engineered to fulfill your automotive needs; they are custom designed to
complement the style and appearance of your vehicle. Page Capacities And Specifications If a
spark plug needs to be replaced, use only spark plugs with the service number suffix letter as
shown on the engine decal. Page Capacities and specifications Page Capacities and
specifications 1. World manufacturer identifier 2. Brake type and gross vehicle weight rating
GVWR 3. Vehicle line, series, body type 4. Engine type 5. Check digit 6. Model year 7. Assembly
plant 8. Production sequence number Engine number The engine number the last eight
numbers of the vehicle identification number is stamped on the engine block, transmission,
frame and transfer case if equipped. If you did not take advantage of the Ford Extended Service
Plan at the time of purchasing your vehicle, you may still be eligible. Please contact your dealer
for further information. Since this information is subject to Page Ford Customer Relationship
Center. Away from home If you own a Ford or Mercury vehicle and are away from home when
your vehicle needs service, or if you need more help than the dealership could provide, after
following the steps described above, contact the Ford Customer Relations
6t70 transmission diagram
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hip Center to find an authorized dealership to help you. Page P. The Dispute Settlement Board
may not be available in all states. The decisions of the Board are binding on Ford and, in some
cases, on the dealer but not on consumers who are free to pursue other remedies available to
them under state or federal law. Page U. Telephone: FAX: If you are in another foreign country,
contact the nearest Ford dealership. If the dealership employees cannot help you, they can
direct you to the nearest Ford affiliate office. If you buy your vehicle in North America and then
relocate outside of the U. Page Page Index Emergencies, roadside jump-starting Page
tachometer Page Index interior lamps Page fluid, refill capacity Page Index changing Refer to
Adding engine coolant, in the Maintenance and Care chapter. This manual is also suitable for:
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