Isuzu amigo 1990

The three-door MU was introduced in , followed in by the five-door version called Isuzu MU
Wizard , both of which stopped production in to be replaced by a second generation. This time,
the five-door version dropped the "MU" prefix, to become the Isuzu Wizard. The acronym "MU"
is short for "Mysterious Utility". Isuzu manufactured several variations to the MU and its
derivates for sale in other countries. Based on the Isuzu Faster TF pickup truck of , both the
three- and five-door models shared bodywork and most internal components from the front
doors forward. Japanese sales were limited by the fact that the exterior width dimensions were
not in compliance with Japanese Government dimension regulations , and the engine
displacement obligated Japanese drivers for higher levels of annual road tax. Between and ,
Honda retailed three-door versions of the MU under the name Honda Jazz for the Japanese
market under a model sharing arrangement that resulted in several Isuzu models being badged
Honda and vice versa. Sales of the three-door began in the United States during the second
quarter of under the Isuzu Amigo name. The transmission was initially manual only. There were
very limited options for the early Amigo including air conditioning, seating for two or four, and
two trim levels to choose from, S or XS. Some of the model year changes throughout
production included: small cosmetic alterations for , the standardization of the 2. No major
changes were made for , but for , a high mount rear stop light was added, power steering and
mirrors were made standard. The Amigo was dropped by Isuzu in the US market in A limited
number of XS-F editions with the "F" standing for "Frontera" were produced which had
additional options such as power windows and locking, four-wheel anti-lock brakes ABS
inactive in low-range 4WD mode, only active on the rear wheels in 4WD high-range. This version
of the Amigo had only state emissions reasons unknown and there are no official sales
numbers, although most dealers agree there were fewer than 75 sold. The only badging that
shows this model is a sport blue XS symbol with a sport-font "F" beside it also sport blue. Isuzu
introduced the five-door Isuzu Rodeo to the United States in for the model year. It was available
with either a 2. An automatic transmission was available for the V6. A RWD manual
transmission model with a The vehicle's lug wrench was stored under the seat bottom,
concealed by a carpeted Velcro flap. The jack was located behind a plastic panel in the rear left
of the cargo area along with the rear windshield washer fluid reservoir if equipped. The LS was
available with privacy glass, velour upholstery, and split-folding rear seats. A secret locking
compartment was fitted in the depths of the center console below a removable cassette storage
bin. For the model year, Isuzu replaced the GM V6 engine with their own 3. Manually locking
hubs were eliminated, but the floor-mounted transfer case shifter remained. The Rodeo featured
a recalibrated suspension system, softened spring rates and softened shock valving. Also for ,
a Family II 2. The "V6" badge on V6 models was moved behind the front wheels. Midway
through , the Rodeo received an updated dashboard and steering wheel, both of which added
airbags. For Isuzu increased the power of their 3. Isuzu sold 24, Rodeos in and 45, Rodeos in In
the s the plant had come under joint control between Isuzu and General Motors, with the
Frontera being built alongside a number of other commercial vehicle models. The Australian
and New Zealand version of the model range was known as the Holden Frontera and these were
also produced at the Luton facility. The Frontera was Vauxhall's answer to the growing demand
for 4X4 vehicles in Europe - particularly the right-hand drive British market - during the s, where
Japanese imported products from Daihatsu , Mitsubishi , Nissan , Suzuki and Toyota had
proven hugely successful, not to mention the success of the long-running British Land Rover
and Range Rover. Despite the vast and growing competition in the 4X4 market, the Frontera
sold well throughout Europe. The early cars to had a choice of engines, with the LWB available
with either a 2. The Frontera sport Isuzu Amigo was available with the 2. In , the model went
through a facelift and the Frontera received rear coil springs and a new line up of engines. The
SWB gained a new 2. The LWB also had new engines, with the 2. In the â€” models interior trim,
including the dashboard, was changed, and a new 2. A redesign took place in , and the Frontera
was produced in Britain for a total of 13 years until it was finally discontinued in Petrol models
featured the 6VD1 V6 engine. The earlier 2. It featured a 4-cylinder turbo charged watercooled
in-line direct injection and also a high revving high output diesel engine with its VE rotary
injection pump. These models were more sought after due to its reliability status compared to
its similar 4 cylinder 8 OHV brother the 4JG2-t. The later 3. The 4JG2 is an indirect injection
engine and was upgraded from mechanical injection to electronically controlled mechanical
injection. While the Landwind looks like the Rodeo it is not an Isuzu vehicle. The Cameo using a
2. The transmission was 5-speed manual with rear wheel drive only. The equipment is the same
as in the TF and the only body style available is a five-door wagon. In , Isuzu Thailand decided
to have a major change for Cameo and gave it new name Vega, equipped with four-wheel drive
only. It was introduced with 2. In addition, it connected with a choice of 5-speed manual and
"Technomatics" 4-speed automatic controlled by the TCM system Transmission Control

Module. The driver can manually choose style of driving by "Normal mode" and "Power mode".
North American and European sales began shortly thereafter. In , Isuzu added the optional 3.
The Amigo made a comeback in the US for after a three-year hiatus with the second generation
model alongside the redesigned Rodeo. The Amigo was originally only available only as a soft
top with a five-speed transmission. Standard rear-mounted spare tire, ABS, and removable
sunroof rounded out the feature set. Fender flares and special inch wheels were available on the
V6 and 4WD models. The Rodeo could also be optioned with a rear-mounted spare tire and its
own inch wheels on higher trim packages. A new 2. From a technical perspective, the Rodeo
and Amigo were built with a rigid frame that has eight crossmembers. Front suspension has
independent lower and upper arms, with a solid rear axle. The Rodeo and Amigo 4WD models
came with a modified Dana 44 rear axle and push-button four-wheel drive. They also had a
traditional floor mounted lever for switching from high- to low-range. Underneath, both vehicles
came with protective skid plates as a standard feature. In October , the U. Vehicles with more
severe corrosion would have a reinforcement bracket installed. In some cases, corrosion was
so severe that repairs could not be made, resulting in Isuzu and Honda purchasing vehicles
from the owners. The final MU rolled of the assembly line on June 5, However, with the closure
of the Vauxhall Luton plant the decision to move was reversed. In the new model series was
introduced with a choice of 2. Further modifications were carried out on the diesel engine post,
with the final version to be fitted in the marque being the 2. This model met the Euro 3
Emissions standard. This time, both three- and five-door bodies were offeredâ€”now produced
in the US. Although the Frontera Sport came in just one specification, the five-door wagon
offered base, S and SE trims. Holden facelifted the model in with a revised front grille and front
bumper, reshaped headlamps and new taillamp lenses. In late , a second upgrade arrived,
bringing reductions in engine noise, the fitment of an electronic throttle, a change to the SE
model's ABS calibration to bring improvements to dirt road performance, and several interior
upgrades. Holden discontinued the Frontera Sport in June The five-door wagon continued until ,
with enough production stockpiled to last until mid, but it was ultimately semi-replaced with the
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B. PSA platform. It was a two-door semi-convertible SUV with a sunroof above the front seats
and a folding soft top out backâ€”sort of a rolling mullet with business up front and a party in
the back. Though Isuzu's cars weren't particularly strong sellers in the US, the Trooper was an
important player in the budding SUV market, and the company had made a name for itself with
its amusing Joe Isuzu ads. The Amigo debuted with two four-cylinder engine options, either a
horsepower 2. Four-wheel drive was available only with the larger engine, and the Amigo didn't
get an automatic transmission option until , and then only for the 2. Both the 2.
Second-Generation Amigo Isuzu redesigned its hot-selling Rodeo in , and the Amigo made a
surprising return, with a commercial that perfectly parodied the old Slinky ads. With a
wheelbase 10 inches shorter than the Rodeo, the new Amigo was distinguished from the
first-generation model by its body-color eggcrate grille and glass side windows behind the

doors. The second-generation Amigo offered a choice between a horsepower 2. The second-gen
Amigo didn't quite share the original's aversion to change. Isuzu added a hardtop version for ,
along with an automatic transmission for the V For , styling was refreshed and the Amigo was
offered with electronic adjustable dampers. In the Amigo was renamed Rodeo Sport, and it
gained an automatic option for the four-cylinder engine. The Rodeo Sport was discontinued
after , and Isuzu never replaced it. Isuzu sold it as the MU in Japan. Honda also sold a rebadged
version in Japan called the Honda Jazzâ€”the name that would later be applied to the car we
know as the Honda Fit. Isuzu built one-off two-door convertible variants of other SUVs,
including the Trooper, VehiCross , and Axiom, as concepts for the auto show circuit, but none
made it into production. Despite its availability in North America, automatic Amigos were hard
to come by. The first-generation Amigo only offered an automatic for two of its five years and ,
and the second-generation Amigo didn't get an automatic transmission until its second year of
production. Isuzu Amigo Buying Tips The Amigo hasn't gained much popularity with collectors,
though it probably shouldâ€”it was a unique and trendy vehicle, and like other Isuzus was
rugged and well-built. The second-generation Amigo and Rodeo Sport as well as the Rodeo and
Axiom had a notable problem with rust at the rear of the frame , leading to a recall that affected
all models sold or registered in 21 Eastern states and DC. The undercarriage could rust badly
enough that the lower suspension link would separate from the frame. Cars with moderate rust
had a bracket installed, while those with severe rust were bought back by Isuzu. Be sure to
carefully check the rear frame for rust damage or repairs. The Amigo was hailed during its
production as providing a nice middle ground between small "cute utes" and bigger SUVs. Its
semi-convertible roofline and small size made it an enjoyable off-roader like the smaller SUVs,
but its larger size gave it a more comfortable ride. Why did Isuzu stop making the Amigo? The
Amigo was renamed Rodeo Sport in , which led to a brief bump in sales, but sales continued to
drop steadily into the s. Sales dropped by half between and , and again between and In what
years was the Isuzu Amigo made? The Isuzu Amigo was made between and , and again between
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