How to replace outside door handle 2000 toyota camry

The outside door handle on most Toyota vehicles is built into the door as part of an assembly
that also contains the door lock cylinder. These two components may be included in one or two
pieces of the assembly. Replacing an outer door handle on a Toyota, like many other vehicles,
involves getting into the door from the inside. This process may be different depending on the
exact year and model of your Toyota vehicle. Remove the door's inner trim panel, prying off the
power controls and disconnecting their electrical connectors, prying off all trim bezels,
removing all screws and prying the panel off its clips with your trim stick. Disconnect the plastic
clips that connects the actuating rods for the latch to the door lock. Detach the rubber access
plug on the edge of the door and loosen the bolt behind the plug using a Torx wrench. This bolt
holds the lock cylinder and handle in place; you should not need to completely remove it. Slide
the door handle toward the rear of the vehicle and pull it out. The lock cylinder's holder will
remain in place on some models; otherwise, remove the cylinder from the assembly. Insert and
slide the handle into position on the door and tighten the Torx screw to fasten it in place.
Replace the plug for the screw. Reconnect the inner trim panel using its clips and screws and
reconnect the trim bezels and power controls. Step 1 Raise the door window as far as it will go.
Step 2 Remove the door's inner trim panel, prying off the power controls and disconnecting
their electrical connectors, prying off all trim bezels, removing all screws and prying the panel
off its clips with your trim stick. Step 3 Disconnect the plastic clips that connects the actuating
rods for the latch to the door lock. Step 4 Detach the rubber access plug on the edge of the door
and loosen the bolt behind the plug using a Torx wrench. Step 1 Insert the old lock cylinder into
the replacement handle if needed. Step 2 Insert and slide the handle into position on the door
and tighten the Torx screw to fasten it in place. Step 3 Reconnect the actuating rod to the lock
cylinder using the plastic clips. Screwdriver Trim stick Torx wrench. This is DIY job sent in by a
reader. It shows, step by step, how to remove the door panel from a Toyota Camry and then the
outside door handle for replacement. Since all door panels come off in a similar fashion, it will
be of help to anyone removing a door panel. This procedure could also be helpful if you need to
get the handle off to get at a window repair. The first step is to remove the door panel. Start with
the window fully up. There are five screws and two pins that have to be removed in addition to
the interior door handle trim, which is the hardest. The location of the Phillips head screws to be
removed is as follows:. The trim around the interior door handle must now be removed and is
tricky. We managed to crack ours and was vindicated to see that our repair shop had cracked
the trim on the other door! However, there is a bit of a trick to it that helps some. Insert a flat
edge screwdriver just the regular kind between the pull handle and the trim in the location
shown and press down. Yes, this is counter-intuitive. There is sort of a secret clasp there. HINT:
Electrical tape the screwdriver tip before use. At the same time, pull with your fingers or another
screwdriver around the outside edge of the trim at the same end. It should come loose at that
end. It is hard. Work gently at first and apply increasing pressure till something gives a little.
Once that end is free, keep prying toward the other end until the whole thing is loose. You will
have to pull the door handle, as to open the door, once you are ready to slide the trim off. This
is one of the hardest parts of the whole job. Don't worry if you crack the trim! Now slide the
screwdriver around the bottom edge of the door panel until you can get your fingers in there
and pull. The door panel is held on by plastic clips inside which will pop loose. At the top edge
of the door, however, the panel fits into the window groove, so once everything else is loose,
the panel lifts up and off. This is also a tricky step and should be done gently, using a rocking
motion. The panel will remain connected to the car by a few wires. Set it down. Now you will
turn your attention to removing the exterior door handle. Pull the plastic liner off the whole left
side of the door, and leave it hanging. If this plastic protector gets torn beyond use, you can use
a plastic garbage bag or a piece of vinyl drop cloth as a replacement. Don't put the door panel
back on without the plastic protector. You may be dismayed at this point to realize that you can
hardly see the exterior door handle and have very little room to work on it. That is very true.
There are three bolts that have to be removed, the one that is easily seen and reached, and two
more inside the hole. Once those bolts are loose, the door handle should move around. It is now
held on by one more bolt and a rod. You can probably remove both the last bolt and the rod
from the outside by wiggling the door handle around a bit. Before you remove the last bolt,
however, take a really good look at how it is attached to the handle, Better yet, take a photo with
your phone or camera to refer to later. To remove the rod, flip the plastic piece into the "up"
position. Then the rod should just slide out of the handle. You should now have managed to
remove the old door handle. Fit the new door handle into place. We had to work bolt 1 with our
fingers to get it threaded correctly. We then attached to bolt 4 which was easiest to get to and
tightened all 3 as well as we could using the ratchet tool. If you couldn't do so from the outside,
you now need to put the rod into place, reversing the procedure so that you flip the plastic clip
down over it once it is in its hole. We just couldn't reach it well. Test out your new handle by

using a screwdriver to mimic the bar which engages the closed door. When the door handle is
pulled, the screwdriver should be released. Also, test the locking mechanism using your key to
be sure it is working. You didn't do anything that should harm it, but if you knocked a wire or a
rod lose somewhere, better to find out now! Assuming all is working well, set the door panel
back in place over the window sill. Then turn the key in the ignition and test your window. If you
hear any scratching or other funny sounds, stop and put the window back up! Something is in
the way. Did you put the "what is it" back correctly? Once all is copasetic, start replacing the
door screws, pins, and clips. Be sure that the wires for the light are sticking through the door.
You need them! The pins on the side of the door need to be telescoped back together,
remember, you pushed on the center before removing them, and insert until flush. The five
screws go back in their places with any covers over them. Remember to plug the light back in
as you re-insert it after fastening that screw. The clips inside the door along the edges engage
by being pounded with a fist from the outsideâ€”as long as they are properly aligned. The very
last trick is getting that darn door handle trim back on. Pull the handle to slide the trim into
place over it. Push in the far end first, not the end with the secret clasp. Then push down on the
clasp with the screwdriver, like you did to remove it, and jimmy it back into place as best you
can. We had to pop ours hard at the endâ€”and did we mention that we cracked it? Pat yourself
on the back, show your neighbor what you did and grab a glass of iced tea. You deserve it. If
you have manual windows, you will need to remove the window crank handle. To remove this
clip, make a small hook from a piece of coat hanger or any stiff wire. Hook the tool onto the clip
and pull it out. Wrap a rag around the handle and tool because that clip will fly out and
immediately blend in with the floor making it almost impossible to find. When you have it out,
put it back on the window crank so it doesn't get lost. To reinstall the window crank, position it
over the splinded shaft of the window regulator and hit it sharply to snap it in place. Contributed
by Louise Holzhauer. Table of Contents Expand. Before You Start. Removing the Door Panel.
Removing the Door Handle. Installing the Door Handle. Putting It Back Together. For All
Non-Power Windows. Vincent Ciulla. Vincent Ciulla is a certified master automotive technician
who has diagnosed and repaired light trucks, domestic and foreign cars, and diesel engines, for
more than three decades. Updated February 06, Our mobile mechanics offer services 7 days a
week. Upfront and transparent pricing. Our certified mobile mechanics can come to your home
or office 7 days a week between 7 AM and 9 PM. The car has at least two door handles per door:
one on the inside and another on the outside. Due to frequent use, they will eventually break
down and could need repair. Sometimes the handle itself is fine, but there is a problem with the
door latch assembly that prevents the door from shutting and locking properly. As soon as you
notice that your door is having difficulty opening, you should schedule an inspection. If your
exterior door handle stops working entirely, stop trying to use it: trying to force the door can
cause further damage. If you notice that your exterior door handle is feeling fragile, you should
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from the outside. Estimate price near me. Service Location. YourMechanic Benefits Online
Booking. Mechanic comes to you. Free 50 point safety inspection. See availability. Keep in
mind: Sometimes the visible part of the door handle needs to be replaced, and sometimes the
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from Toyota owners like you. Excellent Rating. Rating Summary. Ralph 34 years of experience.
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