Honda civic ac clutch

As the weather heats up this summer, you'll need to make sure that the air conditioning system
in your Honda Civic is in proper working order for maximum comfort while commuting or on a
road trip. But if you're having issues with the AC unit, they can be one of the most expensive
repairs to complete and you can often save yourself a lot of money by knowing the common
problems before your attempt the job on your own. The air conditioning system in your Honda
Civic is comprised of several different components that work together to circulate the
refrigerant that cools the air entering the cabin. But the heart of this system is the AC
compressor , which acts like a pump to compress the refrigerant and push it through the
system. Unfortunately, on many vehicles including the Honda Civic, the compressor is the
source of many of the problems that cause your air conditioning to fail. On the 1. An
electromagnet clutch mounted behind the pulley then engages the compressor shaft with the
pulley when the air conditioning system is switched on which circulates the refrigerant through
the rest of the system. The AC compressor clutch is one of the most common points of failure
on the compressor. The clutch is dependent on precise spacing between the clutch plate and
pulley, a smooth bearing inside the pulley, and proper functioning of the electromagnetic coil to
engage properly. A fault with any part of the clutch will cause the entire system to stop and can
prevent engagement. A problem like a worn bearing can sound like a roar or grinding noise
from under the hood and can even generate enough heat to melt the accessory belt. Improper
AC clutch plate spacing or a weak AC clutch coil can also make a grinding or hissing noise
when the clutch doesn't engage completely and won't generate enough pressure in the system
to keep you cool. A damaged ignition coil could even cause an electrical short that can damage
your Honda Civic's electrical system or blow a fuse. Another common point of failure are the
internal seals within the AC compressor itself. These seals contain the oil that keeps the
internal components of the compressor lubricated and after tens of thousands of miles they
often begin to leak. As this oil seeps out, it can cause many of the compressor clutch problems
we mentioned above. But once the oil is completely drained and your AC compressor is left
without lubrication, the fast moving parts inside will wear and grind, further damaging the
pump. In many cases, this also sends a slurry of compressor debris through the rest of the
system causing even more damage and higher bills at the mechanic! Most compressors today
can't be rebuilt or serviced without specialty tools or machines to take apart the clutch, press in
bearings, or open the case to replace the seals. For the average home mechanic that can be
incredibly expensive! A strong new compressor can shake all that debris out, sending it
through your AC lines to damage other parts, including your new compressor. All you need to
do is specify whether your car is a sedan or coupe and we'll ship it right to your door. And if
your Honda Civic's AC has been making noise, or completely inoperable for a long time,
consider purchasing a Honda Civic AC compressor and components kit that includes
everything you need to completely overhaul your air conditioning system. The best part about
ordering the full kit is that you won't have to order extra parts if find unexpected damage,
everything you could need to complete the job is in the box! All of our parts are guaranteed
exact fit for your vehicle, all of our New and OEM AC compressors for the Honda Civic come
with a one year, unlimited mileage warranty, and AC kits that include the compressor, drier, oil
and O-rings have a two year warranty so you can buy with peace of mind! View all posts by:
BuyAutoParts. Air Conditioning. July 23, No comments. AC , Air Conditioning , bearing , civic ,
clutch , compressor , Honda , pulley. Leave a comment Click here to cancel reply. Honda
designs and manufactures a wide range of vehicles. Many of Honda's vehicles are equipped
with air conditioner units. The AC compressor clutch is the power feed to your AC compressor.
The compressor is the unit that cools the air before it enters into the Honda's cabin. If your AC
is not properly cooling the vehicle, the AC clutch relay could be faulty. You can test the clutch
relay for power with a test light. Turn the Honda engine on. Turn the AC settings to "Off. Locate
the AC clutch relay. Trace the wire that runs off the AC compressor; this wire plugs into the
clutch relay. The relay is mounted on the firewall. You will notice a three-wire connection on the
relay. Connect the test light clip to the negative battery terminal. Touch the test light lead to the
middle of the three wires. The middle wire receives power from the clutch relay. The wire should
read "Inactive. Turn the AC control to "On. Touch the test light lead to the middle wire once
more. The wire should now read "Hot. Johnathan Cronk is a freelance writer and began writing
at the age of Throughout his career he has specialized in sports, how-to and advice articles. He
has also written sales pitches in the corporate setting since Step 1 Turn the Honda engine on.
Step 2 Connect the test light clip to the negative battery terminal. An automobile can have
numerous serious problems and a dysfunctional AC compressor clutch is one of them. When
this component does not work properly, the engine does not get the cold air flow â€” leading to
some major complications. Knowing how to manually engage AC compressor clutch will help
you skip a visit to the mechanic. Plus, you should also know how to examine the clutch to find

out if it is faulty or not. Using low-quality oil could be a reason for failing AC compressor clutch
but it could happen even if you use synthetic oil and high-quality coolant. In a few cases, the
clutch does not engage due to a clogged refrigerant circuit. If you want to diagnose an AC
compressor clutch for defects, apply these techniques:. Set all air conditioning controls to the
MAX before kicking off the engine. Check the front side of the clutch to examine its condition.
Also, find out whether the clutch and the pulley are spinning. If only the pulley is rotating, the
compressor clutch is having an issue, which could be stemming from several sources â€” a
blown fuse, bad clutch oil, low-pressure lockout, or an open wire in the oil. A careful inspection
of the system and its components will help you to pinpoint the source of trouble. In this step,
you have to detach the connector cable from clutch oil. Keep it safely away from all other
components. Use a digital voltmeter to measure the ground and voltage of the battery at the
detached connector cable. Go on to check the fuse if you cannot read the voltage readings.
Move on to the clutch relay if the fuse turns out fine. In a few car models, the power of the air
conditioning system flows from the AC switch to the fuse before being transmitted to the clutch
oil through the low-pressure evaporator temperature. You have to make sure that the
compressor has enough oil to function properly. When you are sure that there is a problem with
the clutch, the next part is to engage it. The next section tells you how to manually engage AC
compressor clutch at home. Engaging the AC compressor clutch at home is not rocket science.
There are a couple of ways you can fix the problem to bring back the air conditioning system in
order. What is the most common reason for an air conditioning compressor not to engage? Low
level of refrigerant. When the coolant level in the system goes down, the low-pressure switch
does not allow the compressor to rotate. How to manually engage AC compressor clutch when
the system is low on antifreeze? Just adding refrigerant will solve this problem. If your car is
compatible with Ra type of refrigerant, attaching a can to the system will override the
low-pressure switch and restore the normal function of the compressor clutch. Tips â€” When
you are going to manually engage the compressor, make sure that the system has enough oil.
Inadequate lubrication can damage the compressor. The process is a bit different for older cars
that are not compatible with the Ra type. Examine the oil level in the compressor. Add oil if the
level is below the normal point. Unplug the single wire connector on the front side of the
compressor. Take the fused jumper wire and connect its one end to that side of the wire
connector that was connected to the compressor. Attach the other end of the jumper wire to the
positive terminal of the battery. It will supply the battery voltage to the compressor clutch,
allowing it to engage manually. There is no need to switch on the air conditioning system for
this method to work. Tips â€” You should route the jumper wire to avoid it getting tangled or
interfering with other moving components. It is an ominous sign when the clutch engages but
the compressor does not spin. Changing the compressor clutch could be the only solution in
this case. A bad AC compressor clutch needs immediate fixing. A delay can cause serious
damage to the air conditioning system and the engine. Tsukasa Azuma is an awesome car
blogger of Car From Japan. He owns a car repair shop at downtown Osaka, and he put all that
experience to good use in his sharing posts. The Answer. Everything You Need To Know! I have
just refilled my C ACâ€¦â€¦â€¦. I have an open coil. The car is a honda civic with K miles and has
banged up bumper. So I could do the clutch removal, grinding and replace. Any downside? Bad
for the car to start with compressor on? The Compressor is not meant to run all the time. That is
why the clutch assembly is necessary. The computer can turn it on when needed, then off when
it has done its job. Leave A Reply Cancel Reply. Login with Google. Likes Followers Followers.
Import used cars directly from Japan. Maintenance Tips. By Tsukasa Azuma Last updated Dec
24, 3. Tsukasa Azuma. You might also like More from author. Prev Next. Ismail says 2 years ago.
Ed Shnatter says 2 years ago. David says 2 years ago. Leave A Reply. CFJ Kenya. CFJ
Mozambique. CFJ Malawi. CFJ Tanzania. Iwamotocho F, Chiyoda, Tokyo, Japan About Us
Corporate Overview. Why Choose Us. Voice of Client. Bank Accounts. Others How to buy.
Glossary of Terms. Shipping Schedule. Recommend me a Car. Our Certificates. Privacy Policy.
Condition of Use. Sign in. Car Review. Welcome, Login to your account. Forget password?
Remember me. Sign in Recover your password. A password will be e-mailed to you. When a
compressor clutch does not disengage, it will cause the refrigerant to build up and freeze the
line. To disengage the clutch, a switch must be replaced. When the switch goes bad, it will no
longer be able to measure pressure and will leave the clutch engaged the entire time. This
switch is located on the metal canister next to the compressor. It is screwed into the refrigerant
canister and has two wires extending from it toward the wiring harness. Because the switch is a
connection between the canister and the condenser, the refrigerant must be drained from the
canister. It is illegal to drain this into the air; it will have to be drained by a professional
company. Once the canister is drained, unscrew the switch from the canister with a wrench.
When the two are separated, pull the switch off the connection and attach the new switch.

Reconnect the switch to the canister and refill the refrigerant using a refill kit from an
automotive store. Use the same port that was used to remove the refrigerant and connect the
refill canister. Fill it up until the pressure indicator on the refill canister stops moving and
disconnect the refill canister. Start the car and let it run to ensure the compressor clutch
disengages. It only takes a minute to sign up. I have a Honda Civic 1. Normally, I would expect
to see and feel a slight dip in rpms as the compressor comes on, but before the IAC opens up to
compensate. Does this seem like a reasonable guess, how can I verify this, and what are my
repair options? Is this a diy kind of job? This time I could feel and hear the compressor engage
with a kind of clink. So it seems like I've got some kind of intermittent compressor issue. Maybe
a loose wire preventing the clutch from engaging? What should I check? The most likely cause
is intermittent failure of the compressor relay. Find it in the underhood fusebox, remove it. It will
be labeled Mag Clutch or have a picture of a snowflake. Then swap it with one of the same part
number in the same box. Then test to see if the compressor engages. Your "I feel the load" test
is fine but you can see the clutch come on by watching the clutch end plate on the end of the
compressor. The two ends where being held together by the red cloth casing and making
intermittent contact. I had to finish tearing it to get it out. I just stripped the ends of the wires,
twisted them together, added some solder, taped it up with electrical tape and reinstalled the
thermal protector. Sign up to join this community. The best answers are voted up and rise to the
top. Ask Question. Asked 4 years, 5 months ago. Active 4 years, 5 months ago. Viewed 14k
times. Improve this question. Robert S. Barnes Robert S. Barnes The air con controller wont
engage the clutch if the refrigerant is low on pressure. That would be the first thing I would
check. HandyHowie But wouldn't I have to have a massive, catastrophic leak in order to go from
it working so well to it not working at all in such a short period of time? Also, it kinda went from
not working so well, to working great, to not working at all. That doesn't sound like a leak to me,
even though I have no real expertise in this area. Barnes Sep 7 '16 at It wouldn't take long for
the gas to escape even from a tiny perforation. It may be a different fault that caused it not to
work very well before, but once it started working properly, a weakness somewhere could have
turned into a leak. A quick press on one of the gas ports will indicate whether you have much
pressure in the system with the engine stopped. So I think it must be something other than a
leak. I agree. Maybe you have a bad connection on the low pressure sensor connector or the
compressor clutch actuator connector. Show 7 more comments. Active Oldest Votes. Improve
this answer. Fred Wilson Fred Wilson Add a comment. OK, so the problem turned out to be a
torn wire on the compressors' thermal protector: The two ends where being held together by
the red cloth casing and making intermittent contact. Sign up or log in Sign up using Google.
Sign up using Facebook. Sign up using Email and Password. Post as a guest Name. Email
Required, but never shown. Featured on Meta. Visual design changes to the review queues.
Opt-in alpha test for a new Stacks editor. Related 7. Hot Network Questions. Question feed. The
AC compressor usually gets replaced now with the clutch. The dealer might just replace the
clutch. The real dilemma is, "what made the clutch go out"? If you buy the clutch and find that it
caused the clutch failure you've just wasted the price of the clutch. Since there's no way to tell
without replacing the clutch I prefer to just replace the whole thing which gives me a good
warranty. Unless compressors have changed from the older ones, yes you can replace the
clutch. But check prices first in how much it will cost, may be cheaper to replace the
compressor at the same time getting both together. Trending News. AOC joins backlash over
Biden child migrant camp. Bucs GM considering Tom Brady contract extension. State tax
changes could mean bigger refunds for some. Former Cuomo aide says she resigned after
forcible kiss. Chris Harrison's 'Bachelor' future up in the air. Jeremy Lin heartbroken over recent
attacks. Trudeau on Biden call: U. Mars rover's giant parachute carried secret message. Answer
Save. Juan Lv 4. Source s : Been repairing and restoring cars for over 50 years. Still have
questions? Get your answers by asking now. For people who live in hot climates, the air
conditioning in the car is definitely a blessing. While many people take car air conditioning for
granted, its importance is clear when the air conditioning fails or the compressor is damaged.
There are some common symptoms of a bad AC compressor switch and some simple repairs
for them. The AC compressor is the most integral part of the air conditioning system and is
responsible for pressurizing the refrigerant and distributing it. The reason for this is that the
damaged compressor does not distribute the refrigerant effectively, which means that the air
conditioning system no longer blows cold air. The AC compressor is a complex component and
has a number of internal components that perform certain functions. If the compressor is
damaged, the internal components are also affected and start to produce different types of
noise. For example, worn bearings can produce a squeaking or grinding noise. The best option,
in this case, is to replace the entire compressor. The vehicle AC compressor has a built-in
bearing, and these bearings prevent the liquid from escaping while the refrigerant is

pressurized. However, when the AC compressor gets old, these bearings are damaged and as a
result the fluid starts to leak through them. In such a case, you will see liquid leaking near the
compressor, indicating that the bearings are worn out. The compressor clutch regulates when
the AC compressor should be switched on and off. If the compressor clutch is damaged, it
keeps the air conditioning system on or off permanently. A defective compressor clutch can be
replaced, but it is generally recommended to replace the entire compressor to save time and
additional costs. To be on the safe side, you should take some diagnostic steps before you
finally conclude that the compressor needs to be replaced. If not, there is some sort of problem
with the air conditioning. Next, open the hood and visually inspect the AC compressor for signs
of damage, rust, leaks, etc. Any visible damage is an indication of a defective or malfunctioning
AC compressor. Also, the compressor will not work properly if there is not enough oil, and may
even cause the temperature in the vehicle to rise. If you have inspected the compressor and
cannot find any damage or rust, the next step would be to check the belts to make sure they are
in good condition and have no cracks. A worn belt can cause damage to the compressor, so it
is advisable to replace it as soon as possible. The clutch is located in front of the AC
compressor. Check the compressor clutch and make sure that it can rotate freely without
resistance. A defective compressor clutch will damage the compressor, so it should be replaced
as soon as possible. You can try to switch on the AC compressor manually. To check if the AC
compressor starts, start the engine and set the AC fan setting to max. Open the hood and see if
you can hear the sound of the compressor. If the compressor does not start, you will hear a
funny nose. The refrigerant in the AC system should not be low, nor should it leak. If there is a
leak, the AC performance of your vehicle will not meet requirements, and the best way to detect
a leak is to use an electronic leak detector. Check if there is refrigerant pressure in the AC
system using an air conditioner that does this job for you, or you can check it manually by
using a pressure gauge. You should have about 14 bar on the high-pressure side and 2. If the
air conditioner is newly filled and there is still a very low pressure on the high-pressure side,
there could be a problem with your AC compressor clutch. To test if the AC compressor switch
is working properly, you can turn it on manually with some simple tools. You can do this at
home. An easy way to check the clutch of your AC compressor is to gently and lightly tap on
the clutch when the compressor is running and the motor is on. Sometimes, when the clutch is
worn, the disc is too thin and may not engage properly. This must be done very carefully so that
you do not get your tool stuck in the snake belt and ruin your engine, which could result in
serious damage. This is only recommended if you have a great deal of knowledge about it. If the
AC compressor clutch engages when you tap it, try disassembling the compressor clutch and
removing all fitted washers, which can extend its life by several thousand miles. The AC
compressor clutch often has a plug with 2 pins. One is for ground and one for the volt power
cable. You can check these wires with a multimeter to see if you get power and ground from the
AC control module. If you are not receiving power, check the fuses and the AC pressure
sensors. The polarities in the connector do not matter, so if you apply 12 volts to one of the
cables and ground the other, the compressor clutch should engage. If it does not engage when
manually engaged, replace the clutch. Repairing or replacing the auto compressor is one of the
most expensive procedures and the price usually varies depending on the model and brand.
Since the AC compressor has several moving parts, these parts will be damaged over time.
Most mechanics and car experts recommend replacing the entire compressor rather than
repairing these individual components, as this is less expensive and saves time. Prices can be
higher if the car is new or has a complicated unit. The cost also depends on the service garage.
For example, an official car dealer will charge you much more than a local mechanic. However,
there are certain ways that you can save this money, even if it requires some additional work.
Most auto repair shops order the car parts from online dealers and sell them at a higher price.
Compared to car dealerships, you will definitely find the parts at a lower price. Although you
can replace the AC compressor yourself to save costs, we do not recommend this as it is a
difficult procedure. However, it is always a good idea to research the market and find the best
car dealer and mechanic who does not charge excessive labour costs. If you have any further
questions about car air conditioning, simply comment below and one of our experts will contact
you as soon as possible. I have been working with cars for 10 years, specialized in diagnostics
and troubleshooting. I created this blog because I was tired of finding false information on the
web while looking for repair information. I hope you enjoy my content! Contents show. AC
Blowing Hot Air. Compressor Making Weird Noises. Refrigerant Fluid Leaking. Faulty
Compressor Clutch. Turn on the Air Conditioning. Inspect the Compressor. Inspect the
Serpentine Belt. Check the Compressor Clutch. Check if the Compressor Starts. Check for any
Refrigerant Leak. Check if there is any refrigerant pressure in the AC system. Give it a light tap
with a tool. Remove the connector and force it with 12v and ground. Search This Site Search.

Forums New posts Search forums Search images. Showcase New items New comments Latest
reviews Search showcase. Members Registered members Current visitors. Log in Register.
Search titles only. Search Advanced searchâ€¦. Image Searchâ€¦. New posts. Search forums.
Search images. Log in. Change style. Contact us. Close Menu. JavaScript is disabled. For a
better experience, please enable JavaScript in your browser before proceeding. Thread starter
azoo95 Start date May 12, I think I have to replace the relay, but I'm not sure which one it is.
Could you show me which part is the relay that I should replace in the picture below? Or could
you show me where to get the relay diagram? It would be great if I could get it repaired on my
own. I don't want to pay for the service because my car has just been 12,km, a year and a half.
Cheers, Thomas Sorry for a little blurry picture. Last edited: May 12, Why would you have to pay
for service? It's still under warranty just go get it looked at. My dealer said it's consumable like
tires and brakes, and I unfortunately have to pay to replace it. But everyone except him says
about the warranty. Maybe the dealer might be mistaken. I better go to the Honda service first.
I'm posting it for your information. I'm back to share the result for your information. As a result,
I was wrong. The service person found that the condensor was leaking. Mega New Member. I
was gonna say the compressor not spinning could be due to zero or low refrigerant. I read on
thwe web about some civics from to having issues with the compressor or leaks on the system.
Sadly my car is salvage already. Well l bought to fix it myself. But saying that Honda doesn't
cover ir anymore. I wanna try that putting some freon. I also read that the compressor doesn't
engaged by protection when theres not freon in it. Mega said:. Ill try putting some freon. I know
it uses ryf. And a new connector. Hopefully comes back to life. This summer!!! And ill check for
leaks. Is there any special glasses or something to detect any leaks. Mechanics have a Freon
sniffer that can find leaks. I looked for a leak and found it looking through the bottom part of my
front bumper As the condenser is in front of the radiator. Looked like a dark stain. Thanks lll
check it out. Ill let u k ow guys how it went. You must log in or register to reply here. Member
Posted Images. I have a civic lx and the compressor clutch wont engage. I jumped the
connector on the pressure switch I ran a power wire to the compressor an it works fine. I
checked the relay an its good so I pulled it out an jumped the prongs an the clutch will engage if
I have a jumper wire so I think the problem is in the computer. What would the next step be. Hey
there, thank you for asking about your Honda Civic. The computer will often times shut the
compressor off as a safety default when there is not enough pressure in the system. This can
also happen when there is too much pressure in the system. The computer is designed to
detect a change in pressure whether too high or too low, which will cause it to shut off the
compressor. I would recommend checking the pressure or refrigerant level in the system. If you
need help, a technician from YourMechanic can come to your home or office to diagnose your
AC problems. What would the next step be My car has miles. My car has a manual transmission.
Jeff Engstrom Automotive Mechanic. The statements expressed above are only for
informational purposes and should be independently verified. Please see our terms of service
for more details. Home Questions. What others are asking Key not turning Hi there. This
problem is caused by a lack of mobility in your ignition cylinder. The bumps on your key
depress a series of channels in the cylinder in the correct combination in order for it to release
its locking Read more. My car key stop working last night and its was the only key I had. Where
could I go to get a new key? Hi there. The dealership would have a replacement key for the
vehicle. First try replacing the battery in the key fob or the key it self. Then you will have to
reprogram the key to the ignition and the door This is normal. The larger amount you see if just
an indication of how much humid air is being removed Car won't shift while it is running Honda Civic del Sol Hi there. The shift rail fork on the shifter is bent. Remove the rubber boot to
the shifter and remove the bolts to the shifter to take it off of the transmission. Remove the
shifter from the transmission. Check the The possibilities that Looking for a second opinion
That certainly sounds like a clutch. Your clutch should last , miles and is not common for a 2
year old car to need a replacement. The only way I would figure your clutch could wear that fast
is if The cause of the rattle will depend on whether it is coming from inside the car or under the
hood. Typically, a rattle would be associated with the compressor and underhood components.
Related articles. However, in order to do that, This article covers how to locate, remove, and
install a compressor. Browse other content. AC is not working Inspection. Then, I attempted to
turn on the air conditioner on in the car last week and again â€” very bad squelching noise
coming from the car when the AC was on. So I took it down to a guy I know that works on cars
for a very affordable price. I took the car to him a few years back to have him replace the timing
belt and serpentine belt. He got that replaced and also replaced the serpentine belt while he was
at it. Problem fixed â€” no more squeek! But, he did tell me that my AC was cycling on and off
and it needed to be charged. So, down to the local automotive store. Got home and began to
slowly put the Ra into the car air conditioner system with the AC turned on and the temperature

set fully to cold and the blower fully on. The compressor was fully on and the car just was
barely cooling before I began adding the freon into the car â€” but it certainly was not keeping
up and was not cool enough. Then, it happened again, and again! The air conditioner
compressor was rapidly cycling on and off. Onto Google I went. Everywhere I turned, people
said that if the compressor was cycling on and off quickly, that meant the compressor was low
on freon. I was afraid I overfilled it â€” because the car was originally trying to cool before
putting any Ra into it. All the forums and posts I saw indicated that people that had this problem
had no cooling coming out of the car. Called up my mechanic and he basically told me the same
thing â€” he said that if the compressor was rapidly turning on and off, it was because it was
undercharged. The Honda Civics can hold up to 22 ounces of Ra in them. Well, I checked the
static pressure after the car sat for a bit and the reading was over psi â€” note that this is on the
low-pressure side. Then the compressor would pop and kick off again. Then it would pop and
kick on again. Over and over maybe five seconds apart. I then called a co-worker that had a full
set of hoses that can be used to check both high and low pressure. At this point, I was pretty
sure that it was overfilled and I wanted to see if the car was being kicked off because of high
pressure â€” not low pressure. Then high pressure then started going down â€” then the
compressor kicked on again. So, the compressor was rapidly turning on and off still. As
expected â€” the high pressure was too high. After taking some out, the compressor stopped
kicking on and off â€” and the high pressure then stayed fairly stable between and psi. So, back
to the hoses. This time, I revved the car up to about 1, to 2, RPM since the Civic seems to idle at
around rpm. Sure enough, he said that the low pressure was being sucked down to about 20 PSI
and the high-pressure was kicking way up again past PSI. Alright â€” test drive again! It worked!
That was the problem â€” it was simply over-filled. The car no longer cycled the compressor
rapidly after taking some Ra out of the system and it cools very well. So next time that your air
conditioner compressor rapidly turns on and off in your car, it may not be due to low freon
levels â€” but because it is over-charged! Those cheap low-pressure testers that come with the
charge kits only tell you part of the story. Thank you for posting this info!!! The cycling
continued so he started looking into possible causes. After I replaced a filter that was long
overdue, my worry continued to grow. After a few misses, I found your article and knew
instantly what was wrong with mine. Thank you again for sharing! Be careful what you post
online. Releasing freon into the air is illegal, as is most things these days. Catch me. Prove it. Is
that PC enough for these days? And when I need the cold feet in my backside after a hard
day,the ac unit gets tired. I think it must have been a scrivenors error. Had a new trane unit
installed in my house. Ran find for couple of months til temp got to above hundred here in
Texas. Then began cycling on and off, run for about 10 secs or so, then shut off, then back on.
They said with the new freon they use now, repair folks are prone to overcharge the units.
Thank you for this post!! We were going to do in repairs until we realized its also over
charged!!! Thanks for the post! Im dealing with the same thing. I remove some freon and it
stops but it also looses all its cold ait. I only took out a lil bit at a time so is that a bad
compressor?? You can rent one at Auto Zone free. Then get a scale and weigh in the exact
amount of freon. Freon quantity should be on a label under the hood somewhere on or by
radiator brace or frame on top of engine. Good luck. You saved me from taking it to the shop for
diagnostic. I was wonderig why my compressor kept cycling. Good and organized post, I
noticed also if there is a low charge of gas, it will the same rapid cycling and I think this
happens to avoid the compressor from being damaged. Thank you for sharing your post. Same
deal, I overcharged mine following directions on the gauge kit and it started cycling the
compressor on and off every few seconds. Vented the refrigerant and the problem seemed to go
away. Thanks a lot for your info. Can the freon be expelled from any side? I think I overcharged
my system but only have the means to remove the coolant from the low pressure side? Expel
the Freon on the low pressure side â€” same side you use to fill it. Went through the same thing
on our CRV. I added freon, then going down the road it would cycle and pull the engine down
very hard. Took it back and told them what I experienced, so hopefully we can get it resolved. I
have been googling about this same issuse i had encounterd with my honda crv but after
landing on this post i got this clinking and rattling issue solved thanks for sharing it helped me
great cheersssss. I have a Honda Accord and was encountering the exact same issue! The AC
was not getting cold at all so I added some Ra. The gauge that came withe the can was still
needling at the very bottom so I began adding another can. Suddenly, the compressor began to
kick on-and-off rapidly and my heart sank. Cautiously optimistic I went back out to the garage,
started the car, reattached the gauge apparatus, and began to bleed out the system. The
compressor was still clicking on-and-off so I kept bleeding the line until the compressor kicked
on one last time and stayed on! Much to my relief I felt the air coming from the vent and it was
Arctic blast once again!! I bled a little more out for good measure and closed-up shop. A quick

lap around the neighborhood confirmed the fix with higher RPMs! Thanks so much for saving
me an embarrassing trip to the AC guy! A huge thank you to bsntech, this post saved my butt! I
had a cheap single-gauge kit that only showed the low side pressure. I knew I was running a
little low, and ended up adding almost a whole can. It seemed to work ok for a while, then I
started to have the same issues. The cheap gauge showed that I was on the low end of
operating pressure, so I decided to add a bit more, then the compressor began rapidly cycling,
and when it was engaged the engine was almost stalling at idle. When I first started up the car I
thought everything was fine, since the gauges were reading in the normal range, but after about
a minute of operation it began to spike. At first I was worried that I had a serious issue, because
the low gauge was hovering right around 25psi. I popped off the connecter from the low side
and began letting out a little refrigerant at a time, until the high gauge began to drop and the
compressor began to stay on. Once I got to a safe pressure on the high side psi , I reattached
the low side gauge. Additionally, just as a precaution, never connect the high-side gauge with
the compressor running, you can damage the system, and if you need to bleed off some of the
refrigerant, only do so from the low side. I was fortunate enough not to damage my system, you
may not be so lucky. I just bought one of those ac rechargers at AutoZone. Well i think he added
too much and now my ac is cycling on and off and blowing warm air! The ac was barely blowing
cold air before the recharge and now it blows none. My question is how do i go about bleeding
it, does the engine need to be on or off, high side or low side? I only intend on bleeding off a
small amount to see if it will help! Any suggestions would be appreciated. I added a reply to you
but not in the proper spot. Probably you have the fix by now but maybe someone elseâ€¦.? That
is exactly what I was experiencing kick off on the high line air in the system bled it a little rpm it
to noticed kicking stopped after several tries added compressor oil easy on the freona noticed
air in the system than bled it a little until system was operating normal. Thanks for the info and
confirmation. Thanks for info too. I have a honda civix ex. With same problem. I believe now its
over filled. I have a Honda Pilot. I typed in that description to the internet and found your page. I
then got my temp prob out and found the temp to Its at least as inexpensive a test as putting in
more freon. I read your post and it confirms what I already knew. I have let out some of the freon
out and it helped. I need to let out more to get it to stop completely. Thanks for the
reaffirmation! Thank you for posting your comment. I know this is an old article but it just
helped me big time. I have a Dodge Caravan that I just over filled with Freon, next thing I know it
quit working on me. I released some refridgerant and now its working just fine. Thanks again!!
Exact same happens to me. Great post: very informative. I expellef some refrigerant and the
compressor worked normally again. Was unable to get the gauge to go above 34 despite it
being overcharged which was evident with the compressor recycling. Upon releasing the
refrigerant and gauge went up to 40 and the compressor is back to behaving normally. All is
well but what the heck happened? Depends which side of the gauge you were reading. One side
goes up and the other goes down while the AC is running. The pressure can also vary with the
RPM of the car from what I noticed too. My AC was recharged on my 09 Accord and the air
stopped blowing cold as well as the compressor started cycling on and off repeatedly. My
RPMS also fluctuate while idle when as the compressor is cycling on and off, my AC seemed to
be cooler prior to the R being added. Her AC was working fine. I checked the Freon level and it
seems fine. I was thinking the pressure switch, but she states at highway speed, it works fine. I
am now thinking the compressor coils need to be cleaned. Does this sound reasonable???
Thank you so much, you saved me a ton of money with this fix! I have. So I bled off some of the
coolant until the compressor stayed on. Once I did that the gauge was dead in the middle right
where it should be! Thanks buddy! My Mazda 6 was having this cycling issue. Bleeding some
pressure from the high end did the trick. Thought I was going to be sweating through the
summer. Thanks for posting this, it has educated me. Compressor strongly cycles on and off
and pressure fluctuates between 20 and 45, low side port tube is frosty but no freon will flow
into system. Or by pressing low side port schrader type valve with screwdriver, etc keep hands
away from any Freon? Really, since 3 days
12 volt 3 way switch wiring diagram
subaru crosstrek brochure
yamaha twin jet 100
I am searching by internet explanation, exactly for the same issue. Ford Fiesta 1. When I was
checking this car before buy, I realized that AC is not giving to much cold. As deal, I requested
the seller to check the gas system, and they did it. When I took the car, the cold air was coming.
During drive time from dealer to home 70km, I was feeling the engine is getting less power
randomly. I switched of the AC, and this time the engine was running fine. OK I knew,
something is with AC. After arrival to home, I checked the situation, open the hood, and

listening the kick. Kick was for the compressor clutch. S, now, when I finish my work today, I
will try to find service to check the right amount of the gas. I do not have any gauge to check it.
Once again, many thanks for the owner for the post! This saved me so much time, money and
headache. Thank you! You should never guess with refrigerant, you should have evacuated the
system from the beginnng, and then weighed in the correct amount.

