Ford explorer front

If you're shopping for a new mid-size SUV for , Ford is hoping that its Explorer will make its way
to your driveway. It offers three rows of seats and plentiful room for hauling cargo, and it comes
equipped with much of the connectivity and safety features that are on most buyers wish lists.
The base and XLT models come standard with a turbocharged four-cylinder engine and
rear-wheel drive, but all-wheel drive is optional. Optional on the Limited is a hybrid powertrain,
and the top-spec Platinum and sporty ST models come with a twin-turbo V Ford has made a few
tweaks to its mid-size crossover for , such as making heated seats standard on the XLT,
offering a heated steering wheel as an optional feature on that model, and including an
eight-way power-adjustable front passenger's seat on the Limited, ST, and Platinum models. A
Sport Appearance package is now available on the XLT trim, and it includes inch aluminum
wheels that are coated in Carbonized Gray paint. In addition to the upgraded wheels, the
package also brings a mesh grille with Carbonized Gray accents as well as unique lower-body
cladding, dual exhaust outlets, Light Slateâ€”colored interior upholstery, faux skid plates, and
more. We think the mid-level Limited model is the best Explorer for the money. It's also the only
one available with the hybrid powertrain. While the hybrid makes sense for people who can take
advantage of its lofty EPA-rated city mpg, we found the standard turbocharged four-cylinder
engine to be sufficiently potent and more efficient on the highway. It can tow a sizeable pounds
when equipped with the towing package. Apart from that, we think the Limited trim's desirable
standard features should suffice. Base, XLT, and Limited trims come with a hp turbocharged 2.
The lead-foot drivers among us will prefer either the Platinum model, with its hp
twin-turbocharged 3. A hybrid joined the Explorer lineup for It pairs a 3. When properly
equipped, the Explorer can tow up to pounds. The Explorer rides on an all-new rear-wheel-drive
platform, but all-wheel drive is still optional. A speed automatic transmission is standard across
the board. Ride and handling are agreeable and composed but far from entertaining; the
Explorer ST is far more athletic, and its extra power and stiffer suspension make it a real
performance SUV. Due to its myriad powertrain and drivetrain combinations, the Explorer has
varying EPA fuel-economy ratings. The rear-drive hybrid model is rated as the thriftiest overall,
with estimates of up to 27 mpg city and 29 mpg highway. Adding all-wheel drive reduces the
hybrid's ratings by 3 and 4 mpg, respectively. We tested one on our mile highway route, where it
managed only 24 mpg. We also tested the four-cylinder Explorer with all-wheel drive. The
government estimates that version will earn 20 mpg city and 27 highway; we saw 28 mpg. While
the interior design may border on uninspired, the Explorer's cabin is functional and
comfortableâ€”at least for those in the first two rows. Getting into the standard third row is now
easier thanks to a new mechanism that moves the second-row seat out of the way at the touch
of a button. Once back there, however, older kids and adults will find that the seat is too close
to the floor to be comfortable. Rivals such as the Chevy Traverse and the Volkswagen Atlas
provide more comfort in the third row. We managed to fit four carry-on suitcases behind the
Ford's third row, and we fit a total of 31 bags with both back rows folded flat. The system is both
attractive and responsive but not as intuitive as we'd like. A rotatory controller would help in
that regard. To get the optional Still, every model is available with voice-activated navigation as
well as a rear-seat entertainment system. Ford outfits every Explorer with a host of standard
driver-assistance technology and offers upgrades such as self-parking assist. Key safety
features include:. Ford provides wholly average limited and powertrain warranties that align
with most competitors' plans. However, the company doesn't provide the complimentary
maintenance that Toyota and Chevy do. More Features and Specs. New Cars. Buyer's Guide.
Type keyword s to search. View Photos. Drew Dorian. More on the Ford Explorer. The Car and
Driver Difference. Expand Collapse. Advertisement - Continue Reading Below. More From Ford.
Deriving its name from a trim package used on the F-Series pickup trucks as with the Ranger ,
the Explorer is slotted between the Edge CUV and standard-wheelbase Expedition. Currently in
its sixth generation, the Explorer has been offered with a number of chassis and powertrain
layouts through its production. The first two generations were directly derived from the Ford
Ranger , switching to a model-specific chassis for the third and fourth generations. The
fifth-generation adapted a variant of Ford Taurus chassis architecture developed for SUV use ,
with the sixth generation again reverting to a model-specific chassis. Alongside the five-door
Explorer wagon, a three-door wagon was offered from launch to effectively succeeding the
Bronco II. Through its production run, variants of the Explorer have been sold by Mercury,
Lincoln, and Mazda; Lincoln currently markets the model line as the Lincoln Aviator. The Ford
Explorer was introduced in March for the model year. To better compete against the Chevrolet S
Blazer and Jeep Cherokee mid-size sport-utility vehicles, Ford sought to replace the Bronco II
with a vehicle sized closer to its competitors. In an effort to attract family buyers, a four-door
version was developed alongside the two-door launched the same month as the four-door S
Blazer. The Explorer was longer and wider than the compact Bronco II, placing it in a higher size

class. As with the Bronco II, the first-generation Explorer shares its chassis and underpinnings
with the first-generation Ford Ranger. Commonality with the Ranger extends to the exterior,
with the Explorer sharing its front bumper, fenders modified , headlights, grille, and wheels;
with the exception of its steering wheel hub, the Explorer shares its entire dashboard with the
Ranger. In a major change from the Bronco II, the Explorer was given its own front door
stampings. In addition, the additional width allowed for two major aerodynamic improvements;
along with the elimination of exterior drip rails by wrapping the doors into the roof , the
sideview mirrors were integrated onto the doors rather than bolted on. Along with the standard
rear-wheel drive powertrain, at its launch, the Explorer was also offered with various
configurations of part-time four-wheel drive, powered by a Borg Warner 13â€”54 transfer case.
In addition to a manually shifted transfer case, Ford offered "Touch Drive" electronic
push-button shifting; both were "shift-on-the-fly" designs that allowed the vehicle to be shifted
from two-wheel drive to "four-high" at any speed and into "four-low" when the vehicle was
stopped. All Explorers were equipped with the Ford 8. The XL was distinguished by a black
grille chrome optional with steel wheels, while the XLT offered a chrome grille and alloy wheels;
the Eddie Bauer offered alloy wheels and two-tone paintwork. The Ford Explorer Sport was
offered solely on the two-door body style. Offering black lower bodywork and grille and alloy
wheels, the Sport was intended as a replacement for the Bronco II. The Ford Explorer Limited
was introduced for as a luxury-trim model slotted above the Eddie Bauer. Largely introduced as
a competitor to the Oldsmobile Bravada , the Explorer Limited was offered only as a four-door
with an automatic transmission. Distinguished by its color-matched grille, headlight trim, and
model-specific bodywork and wheels, the Limited was offered with several model-specific
features, including automatic headlights, an auto-dimming rearview mirror , foglamps , and
center roof console with compass and outside thermometer. The second-generation Ford
Explorer made its debut in late as a model. Retaining the same footprint as its predecessor, the
Ford Explorer underwent extensive modifications to its chassis to improve its road manners. In
an effort to better differentiate the model line from the Ford Ranger, Ford stylists redesigned the
vehicle, giving the Explorer a model-specific exterior. As with its predecessor, the second
generation was sold in both three-door and five-door configurations. Rear-wheel drive was
standard, with four-wheel drive offered as an option. Following the January introduction of the
third-generation five-door Ford Explorer, the three-door Explorer Sport became a stand-alone
model on the second-generation design; the Explorer Sport was produced through the model
year. This generation of the Ford Explorer marks the debut of the Mercury Mountaineer ,
introduced in by Mercury. In early , the Ford Explorer Sport Trac was introduced, which was a
mid-size pickup truck; offered with a crew cab with a short pickup bed, the Sport Trac was
based on the five-door Explorer. The Explorer Sport Trac was produced through the model year
until it was redesigned for Outside of North America, this generation of the Explorer was
marketed in right-hand drive configurations [ citation needed ] As of , RHD countries such as
Japan export used examples of the Explorer to other countries such as Australia and New
Zealand where there is demand for right-hand drive SUVs. Due to Japan's strict Shaken Laws ,
used vehicles tend to have low mileage with detailed repair histories. To match the V8 engine of
the similar-sized Jeep Grand Cherokee , for the model year, Ford introduced a 5. For , revised
cylinder heads increased output of the 5. Following the January introduction of the 4. For , the
Ford Explorer gained a third engine, as Ford introduced an overhead-cam version of the 4.
Using a common displacement with the pushrod 4. Offered as standard equipment on the
top-trim Eddie Bauer and Limited trims, the engine became an option on all other versions of
the Explorer and Explorer Sport. For , the pushrod V6 was discontinued, with the SOHC
becoming the standard engine in all versions of the Explorer and the sole engine of the 3-door
Explorer Sport. All V8 examples were equipped with a 4-speed heavy-duty automatic shared
with the F, Mustang, and Crown Victoria. The four-wheel drive system was redesigned for the
Explorer. For the V6 models, in place of Touch Drive from the previous generation, ControlTrac
was an electronically controlled full-time four-wheel drive system with a two-speed transfer
case, with software controlling a multi-disc clutch in place of a center differential. Along with
traditional two-wheel drive and high and low-range four-wheel drive, "Auto" mode allowed
software to maintain the amount of torque sent to the front wheels; if the front axle begins to
spin slower, torque is shifted from the rear wheels to the front wheels until traction is achieved.
Similar to TouchDrive, ControlTrac is dash-controlled, with a rotary selector for two-wheel drive
, Sports , auto , high range, and low range. While visibly similar to its predecessor, many
exterior panels from the Ford Explorer were changed, with only the roofline and the side doors
carrying over. As part of the changes related to the redesigned front suspension, the entire
front fascia was redesigned, with the Explorer gaining model-distinct styling. In a styling theme
that would be used in several other Ford small trucks, the Explorer was given an oval grille; the

headlamps were changed from rectangular to oval as well, wrapping into the fenders. In
contrast to the front fascia, the rear fascia saw relatively few changes, with the rear bumper
nearly unchanged. Along with slightly reshaped taillamps with amber turn signals , the Ford
Explorer marked the debut of a neon CHMSL center brake light. Alongside the redesigned
exterior, the interior of the second-generation Ford Explorer was given a redesign. Maintaining
commonality with the Ranger, the Explorer was given a new dashboard marking the debut of
dual airbags in an American-produced SUV , a new instrument panel; to improve user
ergonomics, the Ford Explorer introduced a double-DIN radio panel and rotary-style climate
controls. For , a third-row seat was introduced as an option; expanding seating to seven
passengers, the design was only offered in export markets. For , the exterior of the Ford
Explorer was given a mid-cycle update. Distinguished by the addition of fender flares, the rear
fascia was restyled, with larger taillamps; to better accommodate export, the license plate was
shifted from the bumper to the liftgate; the neon CHMSL was replaced by an LED version. For ,
the front bumper was redesigned, allowing for larger lower grille and fog lights. The interior was
given redesigned front and rear seats, along with second-generation airbags; side airbags were
introduced as an option. Other options included load-leveling air suspension on Eddie Bauer
and Limited and a reverse-sensing warning system. At its launch, the second-generation Ford
Explorer retained the use of the previous trim nomenclature; the standard trim was the XL, with
the XLT serving as the primary model upgrade. In contrast to five-door Explorers,
second-generation three-door Ford Explorers shifted to a separate trim nomenclature. While the
XL remained the base model largely for fleets , most examples were produced under a single
Sport trim level. In , the Expedition trim was introduced; roughly the 3-door equivalent of the
Eddie Bauer, the trim was discontinued at the end of the model year as Ford reserved the name
for the Ford Expedition full-size SUV which entered production in mid For , the Explorer Sport
became the sole version of the three-door; following the introduction of the third-generation
Explorer, the Explorer Sport became a distinct model through the model year. The
third-generation Ford Explorer went on sale in January as an early model. The U program began
in , with the final design being chosen in and frozen for production in February , with
development ending in The primary objective behind the third-generation Ford Explorer was to
make the vehicle line more competitive in both domestic and export markets. To make the
Explorer more competitive, Ford shifted away from typical SUV design, abandoning the use of
the Ford Ranger chassis architecture in favor of designing a purpose-built platform. As part of
the change, the Explorer became only the second rear-wheel drive American Ford platform
fitted with four-wheel independent suspension behind the MN12 platform. In another major
change, the third-generation Explorer was developed solely as a five-door vehicle. Retaining the
previous-generation chassis architecture, the three-door Explorer Sport continued production
through the model year; the Explorer Sport Trac four-door pickup truck continued through The
third-generation Ford Explorer was marketed by all three divisions of Ford Motor Company: by
Mercury as the second-generation Mercury Mountaineer; Lincoln marketed the third-generation
Explorer from to as the Lincoln Aviator. The third-generation is based on the body-on-frame
Ford UN platform. No longer derived from the Ford Ranger, the UN chassis was designed
specifically for the five-door Explorer and its Lincoln-Mercury counterparts. In a major shift from
its predecessors, the third-generation Explorer adopted a four-wheel independent suspension
configuration, never before used on a Ford truck on American-produced SUVs, fully
independent suspension was previously exclusive to the Hummer H1. While the
third-generation Ford Explorer was in development during the late s a controversy involving the
Explorer and Firestone tires developed, thus the increased stability of the configuration was
designed in part to reduce rollover risk. Along with rear-wheel drive, the third-generation
Explorer was offered with both four-wheel drive and permanent all-wheel drive. A five-speed
manual transmission was offered for before its discontinuation; as of the model year, it is the
final year a Ford Explorer was available with a manual transmission. As an option for both the 4.
In contrast with the second-generation a major revision of the generation , the exterior and
interior of the third-generation Ford Explorer were completely new designs. While sharing a
number of design elements with the F-Series and Ford Expedition, the Ford Explorer also
served as the introduction of a new design theme for several Ford vehicles; the Ford
Expedition, the Ford Freestar, Ford Freestyle, and Ford Five Hundred would share various
elements of the Ford Explorer design. Retaining nearly the same proportions as the first two
generations, the third-generation Explorer was an inch shorter in length and two inches wider,
gaining two inches in wheelbase. With the addition of independent rear suspension, several
functional changes were brought as part of the redesign. The cargo floor was lowered several
inches, adding nearly 10 cubic feet of total cargo room. Coinciding with the lower cargo floor,
on nearly all models, a folding third-row seat was either standard or an option, bringing seating

capacity to seven. The rear liftgate was redesigned, with the upper hatch enlarged. The
outdoors-themed Eddie Bauer continued production with a two-tone exterior with a tan lower
body ; the Limited wore a monochromatic body. It was more like a bang-for-your-buck Eddie
Bauer model rather than an actual trim level, as it didn't really set itself apart in any way like
XLS did from XLT. The Ford Explorer and the Mercury Mountaineer were both updated for the
model year on a new frame, produced by Magna International rather than Tower Automotive.
Along with this new, stronger chassis, Ford updated the interior, redesigned the rear
suspension and added power-folding third-row seats. Also, a tire pressure monitoring system
and electronic stability control became standard equipment. Power running boards , like the
ones from the Lincoln Navigator , were also made available on the Explorer and Mountaineer;
the running boards lower to allow easier access when entering the vehicle, then retract upon
door closure. Unlike previous generations, there was no right-hand drive option available for
order, causing Ford to market Explorers in Japan in left-hand drive configuration. Moreover,
Ford switched to a one-piece rear liftgate design due to the problems associated with the
previous generation's design. The 6-speed 6R automatic transmission , built by Ford and based
on a ZF design, was made standard equipment with the V-8 engine as well. The five-speed
5R55W automatic transmission was advanced. It was the only transmission available for the V-6
engine, because the Mazda five-speed manual transmission was dropped in the previous
generation. For , The Explorer received a few minor updates including standard AUX input on all
stereos and optional power running boards, heated windshield, Ironman Package, XLT
Appearance Package, and heated leather seat package. For , Ford added side curtain airbags
across the Explorer range. Also, the optional satellite navigation system was also upgraded
with voice control. For , the Explorer received a trailer sway control system as standard
equipment, and the navigation system received traffic flow monitoring with updated gas prices
from nearby stations. For the model year, Ford's MyKey became standard on all Explorers
equipped with the Sync system, while V8s were restricted to 4-wheel-drive models. The second
generation Sport Trac came out in early for the model year. Unlike its predecessor sold through
, it featured the V-8 engine as an option and was based on this generation Explorer's platform. It
had blacked-out headlights, black grill, monochrome color interior, unique front and rear
bumpers, front fender vents, and molded-in running boards. It also came standard with 20"
polished aluminum wheels, and the fender flares that came on the Explorer and standard Sport
Trac were deleted. It is designed for up to six passengers while improving fuel economy by 20
to 30 percent relative to the current V6 Explorer. The 5th generation Explorer bore similarity to
the Explorer America concept's construction, and includes a unibody structure based on the D4
platform , a modified version of the D3 platform. The fifth generation Explorer features
blacked-out A, B, and D-pillars to produce a floating roof effect similar to Land Rover's floating
roof design used on its sport utility vehicles; a design which Ford previously used on the Ford
Flex. The fifth generation Explorer features sculpted body work with stepped style headlamps
similar to the Flex , Edge , Escape , Expedition and F , as well as new stepped style tail lamps.
The grille features Ford's corporate three-bar design with upper and lower perforated mesh
work, similar to that of the sixth-generation Ford Taurus. The development of the fifth
generation Explorer was led by chief engineer Jim Holland from February to October , who was
also a chief engineer for Land Rover ; heading development of the Land Rover Range Rover L
facelift from December to December Holland also worked on the Ford Expedition U during its
initial development. The fifth generation Explorer made its debut online on July 26, Ford had set
up a Ford Explorer Facebook page ahead of its debut. The Louisville plant, where the previous
generation was built, was converted to produce cars based on Ford's global C platform
potentially including the Ford Focus , Ford C-Max , and Ford Kuga. It went on sale in December ,
after pre-launch sales had by the end of November totaled around 15, Available features on the
fifth generation Explorer include intelligent access with push button start, remote engine start,
power liftgate, power adjustable pedals with memory, premium leather trimmed seating, heated
and cooled front seats, dual headrest DVD entertainment system, adaptive cruise control ,
active park assist , SIRIUS Travel Link , MyFord Touch , Ford SYNC by Microsoft , Sony audio
system with HD radio and Apple iTunes tagging, in-dash advanced navigation system ,
SoundScreen laminated acoustic and solar tinted windshield with rain-sensing wipers, inch
polished V-spoke aluminium wheels, and High-intensity discharge headlamps HID and LED tail
lamps. Unlike the Explorer America concept vehicle which only seats five occupants, the
production Explorer holds two rows of seating with available PowerFold fold flat third row
seating like the previous generation and accommodates up to seven occupants. The Explorer is
available in either front-wheel drive or full-time all-wheel drive. The I-4 engine is not available
with the optional 6-speed 6F SelectShift automatic, and will only be available in front-wheel
drive. The Explorer is available with an automatic intelligent all-wheel drive system inspired by

Land Rover , featuring a variable center multi-disc differential with computer controlled lock.
The center multi-disc differential controls the front-to-rear torque split, biasing as much as
percent of torque to either the front or rear wheels. Four-wheel electronic traction control ABS
braking is employed to simulate front and rear differential locks via aggressively "brake
locking" the front or rear differentials, transferring up to percent of torque from side-to-side.
Terrain Management includes four selectable modes. Each mode is selected via a rotary control
dial on the center console, aft of the transmission shifter. Depending on the mode selected,
Terrain Management will control, adjust, and fine tune the engine, transmission, center
multi-disc differential lock, throttle response, four-wheel electronic traction control and
electronic stability control ESC to adapt the SUV for optimal performance on the corresponding
terrain. Moving to a monocoque body usually has a negative impact on towing capacity. The
new Explorer will be available with an optional trailer tow package. The package includes a
Class III trailer hitch, engine oil cooler, trailer electrics connector, trailer sway control TSC ,
wiring harness and a rear-view camera with trailer alignment assistance to help in backing up to
a trailer. Safety features include: Dual front adaptive SRS air bags, dual front seat side impact
air bags, dual rear safety belt air bags available first quarter, and side curtain head, torso and
rollover protection air bags. The fifth-generation Explorer was the first-ever vehicle to be
equipped with dual rear inflatable safety belts. Air bags are sewn into the inside of the seat
belts, and inflate with cold air to prevent burns. Ford claims it will be released as an option and
to introduce inflatable seat belts on other Ford models eventually. On June 12, , Ford
announced a global recall of 1. Ford stated if the car was subjected to frequent rides over rough
terrain that the toe link on the rear suspension could fracture which would affect steering and
lead to greater risks of traffic accidents. The Ford Explorer Sport was announced March 28, as
an option for the model year and went on sale in June The "Sport" trim level comprises
blackened exterior treatments, stiffened chassis and suspension, larger brakes and the
installation of the EcoBoost 3. The refreshed model year Ford Explorer debuted at the Los
Angeles Auto Show , with a redesigned front fascia, hood and lower bumper, standard LED
low-beam headlights, and fog lamps that were inspired by the thirteenth generation Ford F The
rear of the Explorer was also refreshed with restyled LED tail lamps and dual exhaust outlets.
The refresh bumped the I4 engine to a 2. A newly introduced Platinum trim now tops out the
range, slotting above the Sport and Limited trims. Similar to the Platinum editions of the F and
Ford Super Duty trucks, the Platinum trim features front and rear cameras, enhanced active
park assist with perpendicular park assist, park-out assist and semi-automatic parallel parking,
hands-free liftgate from the Ford Escape , an exclusive watt Sony surround sound system, and
a heated steering-wheel. The Platinum trim is paired with a 3. The Explorer went on sale at
dealerships in the Summer of Other than the addition of the top-of-the-line Platinum trim, as well
as standard eighteen-inch alloy wheels on the base Explorer trim, the changes are mainly in
styling, exterior and interior color combinations, technology, and power. The Ford Explorer
received a second facelift which include a refreshed front end with revised LED headlights and
redesigned LED fog lights plus new exterior colors, new interior colors, and new wheel designs.
The Ford Explorer received two new packages for the model year. This was the last model year
of this generation explorer right before the Explorer entered production. A high-performance
Ford Explorer ST model will also be offered. The turbocharged 2. It comes with a new speed
automatic transmission and either rear- or all-wheel drive. An optional twin-turbocharged 3. An
Explorer Hybrid will also be available in the US with an initially detuned 3. It will have a fuel
consumption of 3. The base Explorer will be sold mainly to fleet buyers, and will not be available
for retail sale. Thousands of initial Explorer and Aviator vehicles were shipped to Ford's Flat
Rock Assembly Plant for repairs due to quality control problems. Later models have been
shipped from the Chicago plant to dealerships; however, many required dealer repairs before
they could be sold. Consumer Reports noted their purchased Aviator was having quality
problems. Only applies to vehicles built after May For the model year, every Ford Explorer
comes with these advanced safety features: [70]. As the direct successor of the Bronco II, Ford
developed a three-door version of the Explorer for the model year; while 10 inches shorter than
its five-door counterpart, the three-door was still nearly 13 inches longer than the Bronco II. For
the first generation, the three-door was available in any trim except Limited , with Sport offered
as a trim exclusive to the three-door. For , Expedition was offered as a trim package for the
three-door Explorer; replacing the Eddie Bauer trim, the nameplate was retired after in
preparation for the full-size four-door SUV. For , the Explorer Sport was split from the four-door
Explorer, retaining the second-generation body and chassis and adopting the front fascia of the
Explorer Sport Trac. Ford discontinued the Ford Explorer Sport following the model year, with
the final vehicle produced in July Introduced in as a model, the Explorer Sport Trac is a mid-size
pickup truck derived from the second-generation Explorer, becoming the first mid-size Ford

pickup. In contrast to the Ranger, the Sport Trac was marketed primarily as a personal-use
vehicle rather than for work use. Offered solely as a four-door crew cab, the design of the Sport
Trac shared commonality with multiple vehicles. Sharing the frame and wheelbase of the
Ranger SuperCab, the Sport Trac combined the front fascia of the Explorer Sport with a crew
cab derived from the four-door Explorer; the pickup bed designed for the model line shared its
tailgate with the F SuperCrew. The Sport Trac was the final version of the Explorer derived from
the Ranger. After skipping the model year, a second-generation Sport Trac was produced from
to derived from the fourth-generation Explorer. Following the end of production of the Ford
Crown Victoria Police Interceptor in , Ford began development of a police-service variant of the
Ford Explorer. As with the Police Interceptor Sedan and the Ford Expedition SSV, the Utility is
not sold for retail sale and is specifically designed for use by law enforcement or use by other
emergency service agencies. Along with fleet-specific options such as steel wheels and
provisions for user-specific paint schemes such as contrasting doors , the Utility comes with
provisions for fitting emergency equipment such as radios, lightbars and sirens. To free up
interior space on the center console for equipment, the transmission is fitted with a
column-mounted shifter. The Police Interceptor Utility comes with an all-wheel drive powertrain
standard. Over a standard Explorer, the Utility is fitted with larger brake rotors, more advanced
ABS and traction control systems, a more efficient cooling system and other standard police
equipment. Polk declared the PI Utility the most popular police vehicle, based on U. For the
model year, Ford has created a second-generation Police Interceptor Utility, derived from the
sixth-generation Explorer. A naturally aspirated version of the 3. Following the shift from the D4
to the CD6 architecture, the Police Interceptor Utility gains cargo space even with hybrid
batteries onboard over its predecessor. Offered solely in a three-door configuration, only minor
design details differed the Navajo from its Ford counterpart. Along with a revised front fascia,
the Navajo received new taillamps and wheels; the bumpers were painted dark gray resulting in
the deletion of all chrome trim. Offered only with four-wheel drive at its launch, a rear-wheel
drive version of the Navajo was introduced for As with the first-generation Explorer, all Navajos
were fitted with a 4. In the early s, SUVs transitioned into alternatives to station wagons, leading
to a decline in demand for two-door SUVs. After the model year, Mazda withdrew the Navajo,
returning in with the four-door Tribute a counterpart of the Ford Escape. Marking the
reintroduction of the waterfall grille to the Mercury brand, the model line was distinguished by
two-tone and later monochromatic styling different from the Explorer. Coinciding with the
closure of the Mercury brand, the Mountaineer was withdrawn after the model year; three
generations were produced, with the Mountaineer serving as the largest Mercury SUV above the
Mariner. From to , the Lincoln Aviator was marketed as a counterpart of the third-generation
Explorer. For , the Lincoln Aviator was revived after a year hiatus as a mid-size SUV; as before,
the model line is a Lincoln counterpart of the Ford Explorer now the sixth generation and the
Lincoln Navigator. In the UK, the Ford Explorer was initially available as just one model, with the
4. Second and third-generation Explorers for the UK and other RHD markets utilised a center
console-mounted shifter and hand parking brake instead of the steering column-mounted
shifter and parking brake pedal used in the North American models. In , a facelifted Explorer
was available with minor cosmetic interior changes and a revised rear tail lift which centered the
rear number plate. In the model range was revamped slightly, the base model becoming the XLT
and a special edition North Face version marketed with a tie in to North Face outdoor clothing.
The North Face version was available in a dark green or a silver, with body-colored bumpers,
heated leather seats and a CD multichanger as standard. In , the North Face was also available
in black. In the Middle East, Taiwan, and China, the Ford Explorer is currently available in
several trims, all of which have a 3. Some GCC markets offer the front-wheel-drive version as a
base model, while most of the trims have standard all-wheel-drive. As of , the Explorer is also
available in Ukraine and Belarus. As of , American-made Explorers are also exported to
Vietnam. Both companies' reputations were tarnished. Rollover risk is inherently higher in
truck-based vehicles, like the Explorer, than in ordinary passenger cars, as modification for
bulky 4-wheel-drive hardware requires increases in height to avoid compromising ground
clearance raising the center of gravity , while a short wheelbase further reduces stability. It used
the same tires as the Ford Ranger with a relatively low rating for high temperatures. Lowering
tire pressure recommendations softened the ride further and improved emergency stability
through increased traction, but increased the chances of overheating tires. Memos by Ford
engineers suggested lowering the engine height, but it would have increased the cost of the
new design. Explorer rollover rates, at the time of the controversy, were higher than any of its
competitors. While Firestone turned out millions of sub-standard and potentially defective tires,
and was the initial cause of loss of control on many Ford Explorer Firestone tire tread
separation rollovers, the blame shifted towards Ford for a defectively designed and unstable

vehicle. The failures all involved tread separation , in which the outer tread carcass would
delaminate and cause a rapid loss of tire pressure. Ford argued that Firestone was at fault,
noting that the tires made by Firestone were very defective. Some have argued that poor driver
reaction to tire blowout was a contributing factor. In response to Firestone's allegations of the
Explorer's design defects, NHTSA undertook a preliminary investigation and reported that
further action was not required. Its conclusion was that the Explorer was no more prone to
rollover than other SUVs given their high center of gravity. In May , Ford announced it would
replace 13 million Firestone tires fitted to Explorer vehicles. On December 22, , U-Haul , the
largest American equipment rental company, announced it would prohibit its outlets from
renting trailers to persons planning to tow behind Ford Explorers due to liability concerns, with
no published data to substantiate the claim. U-Haul did not alter its policies regarding the
renting of trailers to persons planning to tow behind the Mercury Mountaineer , Mazda Navajo or
earlier versions of the Lincoln Aviator , which are all mechanically identical to the Ford Explorer.
The 4. When the engine is running for an extended period of time with this issue, the engine can
jump timing or cease from running, damaging the heads and valves. Timing chain rattle was
mitigated in later years of the SOHC in most vehicles, after with updated cassettes and
tensioners. The 5R55 series transmissions found on second through fourth generation
Explorers was also notorious for premature failures. Common issues with this transmission
include but are not limited to servo pin bore wear, premature transmission case wear, and
excessive valve body wear. The water pumps on these engines are internally mounted and
driven by the timing chain. As a result, when they fail, antifreeze is dumped directly into the
crankcase; mixing with engine oil and potentially damaging the head gaskets and connecting
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crossover. Cars Mazda2 Mazda3 Mazda6. Coming off a full redesign last year, the Ford Explorer
returns for with only minor changes. As with past models, this is a three-row midsize SUV that's
well suited for a variety of tasks. This sixth-generation Explorer is notable because it features a
rear-wheel-drive layout, but its body retains unibody construction. The switch back to
traditional rear-wheel drive all-wheel drive is optional makes sense on many levels. Handling
and overall balance improve dramatically when you stop trying to steer and power a vehicle
from the same end. Towing stability and powertrain selection also benefit. Indeed, the Explorer
is one of the better choices in the midsize three-row SUV class for towing. For power, there's a
standard horsepower turbocharged four-cylinder engine or an available hp turbocharged V6.
Even though the Ford Explorer is a pleasure to drive and has a big cargo space, it's kept in
check by its comparably expensive sticker and an interior that doesn't meet the standards set
by its price. Check out our in-depth Explorer Expert Rating to learn more. The Ford Explorer is a
midsize three-row SUV with seating for seven six if you opt for the second-row captain's chairs.
Most models receive a four-cylinder engine, while the top trims get a more powerful V6. A speed
automatic is the only transmission offered and drives the rear wheels. All-wheel drive is
available as an option standard on the Platinum. There is also a hybrid variant that's covered in
a separate review. Base Even in its entry-level trim, the Explorer comes with a lot of standard
features that include:. Limited The midrange Limited dresses up the interior with higher-quality
trim pieces. It also adds:. It removes the roof rails, adds unique styling treatments, and further
gains:. Platinum The top-of-the-line Platinum trim gets a positively luxurious interior. It has the
turbocharged V6 but forgoes the ST's sporty touches. It adds:. Many features are available on
supporting trims as options. Other add-ons are dependent on trim levels and include:. The Ford
Explorer just reached 30, miles around a month ago. First the good. I think the Explorer handles
nice, the Ecoboost 2. I really like the Auto Hold feature which holds the brake pedal at stop
lights, the kick to open tailgate I used quite a bit, the ambient lighting was a nice feature.
Overall, the vehicle is definitely well thought out with nice technology features throughout. Now
for the bad. There is little mystery that Ford was having major quality control issues building
this vehicle, with significant numbers requiring rework at their IL plant. This vehicle is a all new
design and we all know cars are known to have issues in the first couple of years of a new
model. Mine was no exception. I had random gremlins pop up on the vehicle. Here is the list:
Auto Hold would fault out at random. It would then recover on its own with no explanation. The
backup camera started working intermittently, then mostly not working at all. The camera
quality is definitely poor, especially at night. I could barely see my driveway at night when

backing up when it was working. It was so snowy and grainy at night it was practically
unusable. The GPS on the car would randomly stop working. Looking at built in Navigation
system, it was comical seeing that I was driving over water and out to see or into the
Everglades. I just got used to seeing a GPS with a Red circle and a line through it at random. It
was never stellar but never bothered me much either. This one however is painfully slow. I'm
not talking about nit picky slow. I'm talking sloooooooow. Countless times I had started the car
and left the parking lot, and was literally driving down the road, and the system was still booting
up. It is obvious the system CPU is completely inadequate to run this system. Bluetooth system.
Since travel a lot on the road, I transition in and out of the car on the phone a lot. The Bluetooth
on this car would most of the time pick up the call and transfer it to the car system, but you had
no audio. You would have to disconnect and then reconnect the call most of the time. It was
clunky, unreliable and frustrating. Compare than to the GM cars I have driven, and the Bluetooth
transfers calls seamlessly, every time. And now the worst part. The 10 speed transmission on
the Explorer is brand new and untested. I thought it was a bit busy but mostly competent,
although a tad sluggish and reluctant to up shift in Normal mode. Its main function in life is to
keep the fuel economy respectable, and it accomplishes that. It has one major problem
however. It is notoriously unreliable. The transmission on my car started making grinding and
howling noises around 27, miles. Mostly in the lower gears, 1st, 2nd and 3rd. The problem got
progressively worse over the next miles. At around 30, miles on a chilly day upper 30's , the car
gave me a Transmission Fault and refused to go into gear. It eventually recovered after I let the
engine run and drove with its usual noises. I drove it another miles or so and it got
progressively worse until it sounded like metal crunching and was dropping out of gear and
slipping. It basically had a complete transmission failure at 30, miles. Since this vehicle was a
company issue and I would have swapped it out at around 36k miles, I ended up switching early
to another vehicle. So, I just wanted share my experience with it here. I drive mostly highway
miles and the miles reflected about a year worth of driving. My personal opinion is that the
transmission would have lasted fewer miles in typical city driving and I never towed anything
with the vehicle and it mostly carried only myself on board, so minimal passenger load. I hope
Ford figures out the issues, especially the transmission problem. Until they do, I can't
recommend anyone buying this vehicle or owning it out of warranty. These transmission issues
are common and well known. Hope this helps for anyone considering putting this vehicle on
their shopping list. Had a Honda Touring awd. Traded on Explorer ST awd In comparison the
Explorer has a more stylish interior, more room, better seating, better backup camera, auto hold
brakes, way better stereo, Fords Auto adaptive cruise control will bring you to a stop. Honda
disengages at 20mph. Explorer looks mean on outside blacked out. The ST wont disappoint.
What I dont like us the lack of gauges displayed in the digital dash. Write a review. See all 8
reviews. We brought the three of them together and put them through our expert and exhaustive
rating process and then sat down to talk it out. Will the Telluride remain the leader, or will the
stylish Palisade or all-new Explorer take the top spot? They're perfect for a growing family and a
stylish alternative to the minivan, which doesn't offer all wheel drive in most cases. You can
expect lots of advanced safety features, along with capable acceleration. We wanted to include
a Honda Pilot in this comparison test, but Honda declined. And for more videos like this one,
click Subscribe. And we've crawled through all three of these cabins pretty extensively. What
did you guys think? There's plenty of leg room, headroom, shoulder room. That's not the issue.
It's when you get into the second row. All of them have slide and recline middle row seats. It's
interesting that the Ford comes standard in most cases with captain's chairs and a bench is
optional, whereas on the Hyundai KIA, it's the other way around. But with a seat all the way
back-- I'm 6' 2, so I notice it more-- there's just kind of like a little less leg room in the Explorer. I
felt like my knees are a little closer to the front seat back. And I can sit behind myself,
technically, if I set the driver's seat to my liking. But in the other two, I just have lots of room
and the seats have better cushioning, too. So I tried installing car seats in all three of the cars.
As far as the seat anchors, I found that the Ford had anchors that are slightly more visible,
which made it easier to find and click in, whereas with the Telluride and the Palisade, the
anchors were a bit more recessed. But when it came to installing the seat base, all three were
relatively easy. But having a larger, rear facing car seat, I found that there were significantly
more space in the Telluride and Palisade than there was in the Explorer, where I could barely fit
a hand in between the driver's seat and the car seat when it suggested for myself. I'm about 5' 9,
so it wasn't an issue. But I think drivers that are 6 foot and taller might have an issue with that.
But it was still kind of eye opening to get in the back of these. I'm about 6 feet tall, so I'm kind of
at the limit as to what you can reasonably expect a vehicle this size to accommodate. But here
we also saw two of the vehicles have enough room for people like me. But I feel like the
Telluride and the Palisade did an exceptionally good job in making it actually pretty comfortable

for adults. Now, in terms of access to the third row-- again, the Telluride and Palisade have
similar ways of getting back there. There's a release button you press. And they actually have
two-- there's one on the shoulder, and one on the bottom, which makes it easier for kids to
access. And when you push that button, the seat slides forward and you can just climb in.
You'd have to go around to the hatch, open the hatch, and use the buttons there to power the
third row up and then go around and get in. You could put the third row seat up from either the
rear passenger door or the trunk. There was just that much more room, not only for our bodies,
but it was a better place to sit. And the Ford, on the left hand side, had an armrest. It was really
strange, Ford having some sort of asymmetrical arrangement. I went to go put my arm on the
armrest and found it sitting in a bin instead, which was very uncomfortable. And each of these
vehicles has a different way of handling small items storage. It's got a rotary shifter. I think all
three of these handle the shifter differently and the Ford is in a nice rotary knob. It's really easy
to figure out. But what it means is doesn't take up much space. So there's room for a nice big
bin in front of it that you can close, and that's where the USB port is. There's a couple of cup
holders alongside the shifter and a little slot where you can stand up your phone, so you can
still use the cup holders you don't have to put your phone in a cup holder, which is nice. Yeah
and there's a little place where you can lean a phone up against a wireless charging pad right
behind that. And then there's the center console, which isn't too huge. But since you've got the
one in the front, that's not bad. And then the door pockets are big and the glove box is big. And
even the rear seat has big door pockets. The center console in the Ford Explorer is
non-existent, it's more of a tray on the floor. They say that so you can hop into the back row
between the captain's chairs. OK, but it is just a tray on the floor. But still, it's a pretty good
setup. It also has a shift by wire, gear selector up front. So you don't have this mechanical
mechanism taking up a lot of space. I mean we can argue that point. I think some people might
like it, some people not. But I think the fact is, it saves space up front. I think you're going to
throw hair clips in there, like cell phone cable, sunglasses, car keys are going to get lost
because it's got a little charging pad slot that actually disappears underneath the shifter. And I
didn't run into a time when I couldn't find my car keys. And they'd actually slid inside there. And
I had to go fishing around for it. But I think normal life is just going to pile a bunch of stuff
inside that bin. Yeah, the KIA does have a more old school shifter. I kind of like that better. It has
less space, less actual volume. But I think the KIA uses it better. I think you've got cup holders
that hold cups well. You've got a place to put your phone. You've got not as much space, but I
think it just utilizes the space and it has better. And if you open up the center console bin, you
can put a roll of paper towels in there vertically. So even though I didn't have as much space,
like you said, I think it makes good use of the space it does have. And I also think it looks kind
of the nicest. The KIA has got three vents across the center, tons of airflow. I was always
comfortable. The Hyundai Palisade has two. And the Explorer also has two. And so that it
doesn't really have the airflow down the middle of the car. It's like right on your hand. So I didn't
really like that so much. But the other thing that was almost a little more annoying was I just
never could quite be comfortable without always fussing with the temperature. It's not really
very good at just picking a temperature and setting it and forgetting. I mean, noticeably better
than both the KIA and the Hyundai. I think that's maybe enough to compensate for its lack of
climate control. But they're about carrying cargo and doing some work. So we should talk about
utility. All three of these, when you have the rear seats folded down and the middle is in use,
they all have about the same amount of space. But things start to get different when you put up
the third row to put people in it. And what we found is that we could fit five regulation size carry
on luggages in the back of both the Telluride and the Palisade and just hit the hatch button and
have the hatch close all by itself. You could go pick somebody up from the airport and have the
kids along. When it came to the Explorer, and we did the same sort of method with having an
automated hatch close on its own, we can only fit three. Now we were able to fit four kind of
laying down and squishing it a little bit. But depends on how much you care about your
luggage. If you're cool with that, then four will fit in the back of the Explorer. I actually prefer a
manual folding seat. It's quick and easy. I'm tall enough, and my arms are long enough where I
can just reach in and grab the strap and then the seat folds flat. But something to keep in mind
is that if the weather isn't that great outside, if you don't live in sunny Southern California, to
reach in and grab that handle to raise the seats, you're going to lean over a muddy bumper or a
wet bumper, or a bumper covered in snow and your clothes are going to get ruined. But I will
have to say, I was holding my baby girl and trying to put the seat down, and you actually need
to use two hands to both raise and lower that seat. So when you grab the strap, you need to pull
it back and hold it in place when you release it. Having the power release, other than the
convenience of it, still serves some use in real world situations. They all have a cool, hands free
way to open the hatch. But they're not quite the same. And I think you tried it a few times. How

did you find that? And there's a certain spot it wants you to be at. If you don't get it right, you
look kind of silly. Whereas with the KIA and the Hyundai, they have this smart tailgate where
you just have to stand in back of the tailgate, it beeps to let you know that something's
happening. And then the tailgate just opens, which I think is a brilliant solution. And I only later
found out that no, it can sense where the key is and then it beeps, and then it opens. You can
just walk up like you guys both said, you can walk up with your arms full and just wait. You
might look a little weird and people might look at you and think that you've lost your keys. But
you just wait and that's it. And you're just like, oh wait, I don't want it to open. But since I don't
have any real experience in this, maybe our resident tow expert can shed some light. It was
front drive in the last generation but they changed back to rear drive. The Hyundai and KIA are
both front drive machines at heart. So really, that's an advantage for Ford because you want
your tongue weight to be pressing down on the drive wheels. And you get that with a Ford. And
that's part of the reason why I can tell a little bit more. It's maximum tow rating is about 5,
pounds. And they have four engines and even the hybrid can tow 5, The thing about the Ford
that is also good is that the hitch is right there where you can see it, the connector for the four
and seven pin wiring is right there. Seven pin wiring means it'll support electric trailer brakes.
You have to add your own trailer brake controller, but that's a plug and play operation using a
pigtail that comes in the glove box. So kudos to Ford for that. But the Hyundai and KIA, they're
no slouch either. They can tow 5, pounds. And what's good about them is you can get load
leveling rear shocks with those. In the case of the Telluride, it comes when you get the hitch. In
the case of the Palisade, it's something that comes when you get the 20 inch wheels. So it
works even if you're not towing if you got three rows of people in there. And 5, pounds is a nice
solid number. And the one thing that the Ford has over both of them is that it's got a tow haul
mode. And that changes the shift points and just makes it a nice drive when you're towing a
trailer. But that's a good one. All right. That Ford is really fast. And we actually had two of the
available four engines come in. We had platinum with a three leader twin turbo V6. And we had a
limited with a 2. And they were both quicker than the KIA and Hyundai. And the V6, the 3 liter
V6, did in 5. So as you say, that's fairly fast. I mean, they've put their stamp on that. And that's
not the only thing that Ford does well. It actually handles, quite surprisingly well. I think you
said it at the track where this is more like a tall wagon than a midsize three row SUV. But that
said, the Hyundai and KIA aren't slouches in a straight line. Considering these things are
primarily people movers, I think we could call those both adequate. They're not going to feel like
a vehicle that you can go out and you'd want to attack a back road in. But at the same time, they
handled themselves pretty well. It's just really nice on a winding road. Steering loads up nice in
corners. And it just has nice balance and composure. So driveability-- I think with the Ford and
its new 10 speed automatic transmission, I found that it wasn't quite as smooth as I would have
wanted it to be if I was driving this thing every day. Like the performance, it's got it. It's got it.
But it seems like it's tuned a little too aggressively, would you say? You really feel the boost,
not so much the eco. And it really wants to go. And that shows in our mpg results. The Hyundai
and the KIA are both rated at 21 miles per gallon combined. And the 2. And so it should be two
better based on similar driving. But what we saw is that everything got 21 miles per gallon. So
with the Ford, I found that it had good primary ride but not good secondary ride. And what I
mean by that is that it was able to handle the big stuff really well. But some of the finer
undulations in the road really came through and it made the ride feel a little busy, following
every little detail of the road surface, which I didn't feel in the Telluride or the Palisade. Now,
those suspensions are by no means perfect. But I felt like they absorbed a lot more of that
secondary jitteryness better. And all of our test cars came with all wheel drive. These systems
aren't necessarily geared for any hardcore off-road. It's more inclement weather. But that said,
we did spend a little bit of time with these things off road. And by we, I mean Dan. So Dan, what
do you think? But they can do a little bit more than that. We had a little off road course, we
could take them on. The Hyundai and KIA both have a four wheel drive lock button, which
doesn't necessarily lock the center differential, but it makes sure that the front and rear axle
have equal amounts of torque. It's not waiting for slip to engage an axle, it's just making it be
engaged all the time. The Ford has something similar, but it's kind of buried into a setting that
they call trail. And then there's another one for sand and deep snow. So you have a couple of
different settings there. They all have about the same level of articulation. None of them really
hiked the wheel any further off the ground than any of the others. But ultimately, if we all took
all three of these out someplace, it's not like one of them was going to be holding up the other
two. All these SUVs were equipped with some pretty advanced driving aids, like adaptive cruise
control. They had lane keep assists. They had blind spot monitoring. And all worked fairly well, I
think pretty even in that field. But I think what grabs people's attention even more today is the
infotainment systems and smartphone integration. What do you guys think about those? Has its

own Font. Yeah, shocker. But also, both of them were the same size. As It looks like an iPad
sitting there. And we like the portrait oriented screen at around , but this one is quite a bit
narrower. The bottom half doesn't really have anything going on, either. So I like the lower level
eight inch screen, which is landscape oriented. And you get a little tray underneath it, which I
like. I mean I can actually put my phone right in there. And it's like, no, I need to be in both
environments at once. So how much do these things cost? All of these things have a pretty
broad price range. And I think it depends on what you want as far as options go. You can buy all
three of these vehicles in a base two wheel drive configuration. Now, there is a more basic
Explorer than the XLT but that's probably just for fleet sales. But if you can find one of those,
that's going to start at 33, All the ones we drove are highly optioned all wheel drive versions.
Now 61k is pretty steep, and most people probably won't pay that much for an Explorer. So we
brought in a limited with a four cylinder engine to see if that would help its case. No, that
stickered at 53, Like, I don't think you could get those things above 50 if you threw everything at
it. Yet, they had the same number of features as the Ford, and, in some ways, felt better built.
Like, I think the interior quality of both those cabins were really nice, the materials that they use,
everything felt solidly screwed together. So KIA and Hyundai are providing a real value at this
price point. And I think they've set a new benchmark for this class in that sense. So with the
Ford, I mean, that's a hefty price tag. So what are we getting? They've got some really cool
forged aluminum control arms underneath there. There's the 10 speed automatic four engines
with turbocharger. So there's a lot of money in the engineering. But it's not the kind of thing that
you're going to see each and every day. It does lead to sharper handling and a couple of other
things. But as far as just commuting to the store or whatever, you're not going to necessarily
see it. So it's kind of like a case of, you don't quite get what you pay for. We tallied up all the
scores. And one of these vehicles comes out in first place. But that means one of these vehicles
comes out in last place. And I think it could be an attractive option if you're going to be doing a
lot of towing. And if you live up in the mountains, you could be driving a lot of mountain roads.
But fact of the matter is, the benchmark has been moved. They do everything that they're
supposed to do-- they're smooth or quiet, they're comfortable, they carry people. Also, in a lot
of comfort, they can still tow. My preference, though, would lean toward the KIA. I think it has a
richer interior. And I think it fits in with the brand. I know that styling is very subjective and it
always will be. And I think the Palisade doesn't seem to fit in with other Hyundais. I like to
Telluride because it's got its own personality. People stop me at gas stations and they
wondered what it was. One of them thought it was Land Rover. And I don't see that exactly, but I
do see that it looks really unique. Explorer, Palisade, Telluride. The Telluride remains our top
pick in this segment against some pretty formidable competition. It received an impressive
score of 8. But let us know what you think down in the comments. Be sure to hit subscribe if
you want to see more great content just like this and see you next time. After earning Edmunds
Top Rated status for the last two years, the Kia Telluride continues to impress us with its
abundant comfort, spacious interior and long list of standard features. By contrast, the Ford
Explorer trails by a sizable margin â€” it's held back by its higher price, disappointing interior
materials and noticeable wind noise on the highway. Read Edmunds' long-term road test of the
Telluride. The Hyundai Palisade is a close relative of the Kia Telluride and enjoys many of the
same advantages. Not surprisingly, it easily leads the Ford Explorer in a number of ways. The
Palisade is a bit more expensive than the Telluride but still represents a relative bargain
compared to the Explorer. The Honda Pilot is the veteran of the class; it was last redesigned in
Despite its age, the Pilot remains a very strong pick among three-row SUVs thanks to its
versatile interior, smooth ride and clever storage options. It might not be as exciting to drive as
the Explorer, but its smart family-friendly design gives it a distinct edge. Read Edmunds'
long-term road test of the Pilot. Consumer ratings and reviews are also available for the Ford
Explorer and all its trim types. Overall, Edmunds users rate the Explorer 3. Edmunds consumer
reviews allow users to sift through aggregated consumer reviews to understand what other
drivers are saying about any vehicle in our database. Detailed rating breakdowns including
performance, comfort, value, interior, exterior design, build quality, and reliability are available
as well to provide shoppers with a comprehensive understanding of why customers like the
Explorer. Edmunds experts have compiled a robust series of ratings and reviews for the Ford
Explorer and all model years in our database. Our rich content includes expert reviews and
recommendations for the Explorer featuring deep dives into trim levels and features,
performance, mpg, safety, interior, and driving. Edmunds also offers expert ratings, road test
and performance data, long-term road tests, first-drive reviews, video reviews and more. This
review was written by a member of Edmunds' editorial team of expert car reviewers. Our team
drives every car you can buy. We put the vehicles through rigorous testing, evaluating how they
drive and comparing them in detail to their competitors. We're also regular people like you, so

we pay attention to all the different ways people use their cars every day. We want to know if
there's enough room for our families and our weekend gear and whether or not our favorite
drink fits in the cupholder. Our editors want to help you make the best decision on a car that fits
your life. Simply research the type of car you're interested in and then select a car from our
massive database to find cheap vehicles for sale near you. Once you have identified a used
vehicle you're interested in, check the AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read dealer reviews,
and find out what other owners paid for the Ford Explorer. Edmunds has deep data on over 6
million new, used, and certified pre-owned vehicles, including rich, trim-level features and
specs information like: MSRP, average price paid, warranty information basic, drivetrain, and
maintenance , features upholstery, bluetooth, navigation, heated seating, cooled seating, cruise
control, parking assistance, keyless ignition, satellite radio, folding rears seats ,run flat tires,
wheel type, tire size, wheel tire, sunroof, etc. Edmunds also provides tools to allow shopper to
compare vehicles to similar models of their choosing by warranty, interior features, exterior
features, specifications, fuel economy, vehicle dimensions, consumer rating, edmunds rating,
and color. Is it better to lease or buy a car? Ask most people and they'll probably tell you that
car buying is the way to go. And from a financial perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to
make higher monthly payments, pay off the loan in full and keep the car for a few years.
Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less expensive option on a month-to-month basis. It's also
good if you're someone who likes to drive a new car every three years or so. Popular searches.
My notifications My Account. Home Ford Ford Explorer. Photos Select year - Upcoming - New New. Select a type SUV Hybrid. Other years. Pros Strong engines for quick acceleration
Rear-wheel-drive platform improves handling and towing Roomy cargo area Cons Too much
wind noise at highway speeds The price can get frighteningly expensive in a hurry Lackluster
interior material quality What's new New Sport Appearance package available on XLT trim Minor
changes to standard and optional feature availability Part of the sixth Explorer generation
introduced for It's not the roomiest, but its standard infotainment and safety tech offerings are
competitive. Two things hold it back: subpar materials quality and high pricing. The Explorer is
the three-row SUV to get if your priorities include balanced handling and strong acceleration.
Unlike a lot of other SUVs in this class, it feels eager and light as you drive around turns.
There's a lot of grip too. The latest Explorer can handle lots of power, and Ford takes full
advantage. The sturdy turbocharged four-cylinder base engine easily outpaces the competition.
And there's a bonkers turbo V6 in the Explorer ST for those who believe too much is never
enough. Both are helped along by a speed transmission. It kicks down faithfully when you need
it to, but in city traffic, when you're just lightly getting on and off the gas, its shifting is too
indecisive. The Explorer's front seats are nicely shaped and comfortable. But we don't
recommend the optional massaging ones â€” the mechanism behind the massaging can make
the seats feel lumpy when it's off. Seat comfort gets progressively less cushiony as you move
back to the second and third rows. Our Explorer Limited test vehicle rode smoothly most of the
time, but smaller road imperfections were a little more noticeable than in some other SUVs.
Operating the automatic climate control system can require more manual adjustments than
expected; the air vents won't pump out as much air as you want when you lower the
temperature, for instance. Another drawback is that the Explorer isn't as quiet as it should be.
The sound of the engine isn't well masked, and you can hear gusty wind noises at even
moderate highway speeds. Things look decent from the driver's perspective. Front-seat space
is abundant, and the driving position is nicely adjustable. It's generally easy to see out thanks
to adequate glass area and good-size mirrors. But middle- and rear-seat passengers aren't as
well taken care of. Middle-row knee room and legroom are not up to the standard set by others
in the class, and the third row is unlikely to impress taller-than-average adults. Rear door
access can be clumsy if the doors can't be opened past the first detent because space is tight
between the large door map pockets and the prominent rear wheel arches. The third-row
power-folding mechanism is nice, but raising the row for passengers must be done from the
hatch area. Do not be tempted by the optional Its skinnier profile does not work well with Apple
CarPlay, Android Auto and the display of the rearview camera. The Explorer is well equipped
with driving safety aids. All Explorers come standard with automated emergency braking, lane
keeping assistance, cross-traffic and blind-spot monitoring, and automatic high beams. The
Limited also has adaptive cruise with lane centering. These systems work well. However, the
alerts sound overly similar, and the lane centering system may falsely accuse you of taking
your hands off the wheel. The Explorer's cargo hold is generous. With the third-row seats up,
it's a bit tighter than in some other SUVs, but you can still fit three or four rolling suitcases back
there. There's a good amount of small-item storage up front for your odds and ends, and child
seats are easy to install in the middle row. The Explorer's rear-drive architecture makes it
especially well suited to towing, even if the rating of 5, pounds isn't particularly distinctive. The

Trailer Tow package comes with an easily accessed receiver hitch, four- and seven-pin wiring,
full support for an add-on electric trailer brake controller, a tow-haul transmission mode, and an
enhanced blind-spot monitoring system that covers the length of the trailer. On paper, the
turbocharged 2. The rear-wheel-drive version gets 24 mpg combined, and the all-wheel-drive
model gets 23 mpg combined. Depending on what you compare it to, that's generally 1 or 2 mpg
better. But we could not match these figures in practice, possibly because this turbocharged
engine feels overeager. Our test average was This number lined up more or less exactly with
lower-rated competitors that we drove in the same way. You don't have to look very far or very
hard to see plasticky interior plastics, unsightly gaps and mediocre design details. These would
be understandable if this vehicle was a bargain, but it's not. The competition's very
well-equipped top-level models cost less than a lowly Explorer XLT with minimal options.
What's more, the Explorer's stiffest competition offers stronger warranty coverage. You'd have
to be the sort who puts a high premium indeed on mountain road agility and powertrain
performance to offset these drawbacks. On paper at least, the 2. But we found it hard to
replicate the EPA ratings in the real world, and in our tests the Explorer came out no better than
its rivals. You'll still peg the latest model as an Explorer, but this new one has a strong stance
and sleek proportions that suggest motion. And this is no hollow promise because it offers a
much better driving experience than any previous Explorer â€” or the majority of its
competition. It's fast, it has poise and balance, and it likes to be hustled through corners. This
Ford is the one to get if your daily drive includes mountain roads or interesting corners. The
base Explorer is generously appointed, but we suggest stepping up to the XLT trim for its nicer
interior and additional convenience features. If the Limited trim didn't have such a big price
jump, that would have earned our recommendation for its added safety and luxury features.
Base Even in its entry-level trim, the Explorer comes with a lot of standard features that include:
A turbocharged 2. It removes the roof rails, adds unique styling treatments, and further gains: A
turbocharged 3. It adds: Adaptive headlights swivel as you turn the steering wheel for better
illumination in curves Class 3 Trailer Tow package Digital gauge cluster display Extended
leather upholstery Many features are available on supporting trims as options. Other add-ons
are dependent on trim levels and include: Sunroof Hands-free liftgate Upgraded brakes ST trim
only Power-folding third-row seats Massaging front seats A larger Read more. Find savings on
the Explorer for sale near you. ZIP Code. See Pricing. See all Explorer lease offers. Sponsored
cars related to the Explorer. Most helpful consumer reviews 3 out of 5 stars, Great features but
build quality is lacking. Kia Telluride vs. Ford Explorer vs. Also applies pressure to the wheel to
guide the car back into the lane. Post-Collision Braking Applies the brakes after a collision to
reduce the effects of a secondary collision. Intelligent Adaptive Cruise Control Maintains the
distance between the Explorer and the car in front. Also includes a system that keeps the
Explorer centered in the lane. Side Impact Test Good. Kia Telluride After earning Edmunds Top
Rated status for the last two years, the Kia Telluride continues to impress us with its abundant
comfort, spacious interior and long list of standard features. People who viewed this also
viewed 4 average Rating out of 21 reviews. Related Explorer Articles. The Edmunds experts
tested the Explorer both on the road and at the track, giving it a 7. You probably care about Ford
Explorer fuel economy, so it's important to know that the Explorer gets an EPA-estimated 20
mpg to 28 mpg, depending on the configuration. What about cargo capacity? When you're
thinking about carrying stuff in your new car, keep in mind that the Explorer has And then
there's safety and reliability. Learn more. To determine whether the Ford Explorer is reliable,
read Edmunds' authentic consumer reviews, which come from real owners and reveal what it's
like to live with the Explorer. Look for specific complaints that keep popping up in the reviews,
and be sure to compare the Explorer's average consumer rating to that of competing vehicles.
There's a lot to consider if you're wondering whether the Ford Explorer is a good car. Edmunds'
expert testing team re
toyota rav4 2005 manual
2012 ford explorer service manual
2014 chevy sonic rs
viewed the Explorer and gave it a 7. Safety scores, fuel economy, cargo capacity and feature
availability should all be factors in determining whether the Explorer is a good car for you. If
you're interested in the Ford Explorer, the next question is, which Explorer model is right for
you? What do people think of the Ford Explorer? Edmunds Expert Reviews Edmunds experts
have compiled a robust series of ratings and reviews for the Ford Explorer and all model years
in our database. Our Review Process This review was written by a member of Edmunds'
editorial team of expert car reviewers. What's a good price for a New Ford Explorer? Which Ford
Explorers are available in my area? Can't find a new Ford Explorers you want in your area?

Consider a broader search. Why trust Edmunds? Should I lease or buy a Ford Explorer? Check
out Ford lease specials. Sign Up. Our verdict. How does the Explorer drive? How comfortable is
the Explorer? How economical is the Explorer? Is the Explorer a good value?

