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reported 60 problems related to cooling fan under the engine and engine cooling category. The
most recently reported issues are listed below. While highway driving with cruise control
engaged I heard a loud whining sound and experienced a sudden loss of power. I was almost hit
from behind several times before I could get the vehicle over into the right lane. When I took the
vehicle to my mechanic I was told the cooling fan clutch assemble had failed. I have had this fan
replaced three times now and am not at all pleased that this vehicle has not been recalled for
this problem. I have read that this is a "common" problem on this vehicle that can cause a
severe accident. I have receipts for the repairs but have no way to upload them. See all
problems of the Chevrolet Trailblazer. Consumer states problems with fan clutch the consumer
stated once the rpm went up, the fan clutch would disengage and then sound normal. The fan
clutch has been replaced twice. Fan motor only works on settings, after a few weeks no setting
works. Inspecting fan blower found burnt wires leading to the resistor, external before harness.
New resistor and harness are needed to remedy. The contact owns a Chevrolet Trailblazer. The
contact stated that the fan clutch was failing and sounded like a plane taking off when pressure
was applied to the accelerator pedal. She first noticed the failure in July of The vehicle was
taken to a mechanic, who stated that this was a common complaint for this type of vehicle. The
manufacturer stated that there were no recalls and could only make a note of the failures. The
failure mileage was and current mileage is 94, The consumer stated even though the fan clutch
was repaired, it continues to make sounds. While driving at any speed, the contact heard a loud
roaring sound coming from the engine. Afterwards, the rpm's will increase to 3 or 4 and remain
there for a while before decreasing. A mechanic stated that the fan clutch needed to be
replaced. The purchase date was unknown. The current mileage was 89, and failure mileage was
87, For approx. Questions about the noise was dismissed by the service technicians as normal.
Upon investigating this issue I found literally thousands of complaints on the internet regarding
the Chevrolet Trailblazer and its premature fan clutch failures. Just as many other chevy
Trailblazer owners have found, one day there was a loud fan noise when accelerating, reduced
gas mileage, and a lack of ability to accelerate that lasts for about a mile. It appears that
thousands of owners are having the same problems and have been for years but there is still no
recall. Although this problem is intermittent at this time it almost caused a serious accident the
first time it happened. I was merging onto a highway and couldn't get the engine over 30 miles
per hour. We were nearly rear-ended. I have copies of at least a thousand internet complaints
with the first one posted around November just about the time we purchased the vehicle new. I
can't believe that gm would turn away from it's customers like this! I certainly doesn't make me
want to purchase american made again!. Loud roaring noise that sounds like a jet plane. Was
intermittent, but now constantly. The noise is even louder when you accelerate. The fan is
turning at an astronomical rate of speed and gas mileage now is only about 9 mpg. Right before
this constant jet plane sound started, the battery blew up. Yes, blew up! The dealer told me it
was the water pump and the pulley and belt also need to be replaced. I have a Trailblazer and
my cooling fan motor assembly went out for the 2nd time in 1 month. Lots of same issue
complaints on several car sites. This should result in a gm recall. Everytime my Trailblazer
would be driven in the rain the check engine light would come on. The last time it would not go
off so I took it in and they told me it was the cooling fan motor. While finding someone to work
on it I discovered this is very common on this vehicle and it was My truck has been driving
average, with prior issues of the truck sounding like it is struggling to accelerate. This weekend,

it began sounding like it is struggling to accelerate. Because of this, I had to drive below the
speed limit for over 50 miles for fear of my truck blowing up. After taking my truck to the
dealership, the problem is the fan clutch. After going online, I observed that there are thousands
of people who have had the same issue with Trailblazers from But to no avail, I cannot find any
recalls from Chevrolet about their many faulty parts. I am a family member of 3 generations of
gm employees, and I am truly disappointed in Chevrolet. While under warranty was told by
dealer that the noise was normal and that there were no problems. After warranty expired the
fan clutch failed and was then told that the noise was not normal and that this SUV has a major
problem with the fan clutch. Dealer stated that even though this is a part with a very high failure
rate it is not a recall item. I brought my Trailblazer in for service to my gm dealer while still
under warranty for a ticking noise. The noise is intermittent and the periodic rate is constant
regardless of engine speed rpm's. Through research online, the ticking sound is directly related
to the fan clutch failure many gm Trailblazer and envoy owners have experienced. I too have
experienced what is described by many as the "lear jet" sound. The sudden loss of power at
high speeds in my opinion is as safety concern and gm should recall this defective fan clutch
motor. Customers with my and above have complained on several websites on this issue. I got
in the car to go to work the other day and as soon as I put the car in drive and stepped on the
gas it made a loud fan noise that made the car sound like an airplane taking off. This was the
first time the car had ever made that noise. I drove the car around that day before getting it to a
mechanic. The mechanic said it was the fan clutch that needed to be replaced. The SUV was a
model and had 57, miles on it. Have been having major trouble with the front end. Had it
checked multiple times at the dealer and at a local mechanics shop and the ball joints and
bushings had to be replaced. Even the the warranty was finished, the dealer did not charge me
for this, but unfortunately I thought that this would take care of the noise on the front end, but it
is still there!! This vehicle only has 35, miles. I have also had the service engine soon light come
on and stay on several times and after reading other complaints, I should check out the gas
tank for any cracks. This is my first and last gm product!!!! I have also had trouble with the rear
tail light burning out, but that has since been fixed!. I had the fan clutch replaced on my 02
Trailblazer at 75, miles. The clutch fan sticking, making a very loud roaring noise that the
dealership calls normal. The fan had been doing this virtually since new purchase, but only
occasionally and always went away quickly. Nothing I could demonstrate to the service
department. Until it failed. How many reports will it take for a recall. Ev cooling fan runs at a
high rate of speed and does not disengage for serveral minutes while driving. The vehicle does
not shift properly during this period of time. Since I am unable to get up to highway speeds, I
feel I am a safety hazard to other drivers that must slow down until they can pass or I get up to
proper highway speeds. I will be asking for the old component. This problem began occuring
without any warning. One morning it just began operating at a high rate when I started my
vehicle and as stated, continued for serveral minutes. The engine fan clutch failed on my chevy
Trailblazer the truck is only three years old with miles on it. I own a chevy Trailblazer and
recently experienced loud, roaring noise from engine coupled with reduced power and very
poor gas mileage. Took the vehicle to a dealer and confirmed the fan clutch had failed. Vehicle
runs fine now. I cannot believe gm has not issued a recall for this issue. A simple internet
search will return hundreds of posts related to the fan clutch failure. Very disappointing. Fan
clutch failed on vehicle that is only 3 years old. This needs to be a recall issue that Chevrolet
fixes without charging its customers!!!. The vehicle was driven to the dealer who determined the
cooling fan needed to be replaced. Doors rattle and shift while driving down the road. The
windows also rattle, particularly on the drivers side, front and back. It won't blow on any other
settings. I have a Trailblazer with about 50, miles and the other day it began to make a high
pitched sound, almost like a plane landing. Both the customer service reps I spoke with at
Chevrolet corporation told me that they've personally never had such a complaint before and
that this was new to them. This should definitely be a recall item. I am now waiting to see if
Chevrolet will help and to what extent. Clutch fan failed to release. Fan locked up without
warning. Engine has less than 40, miles. The dealer determined the fan clutch needed to be
replaced. Engine kept making this very load roaring noise. Had to get the clutch fan replaced
like many other Trailblazer owners. Gm needs to recall this part!. Many of these electronic
clutch fans are failing in our area. Imo, due to high heat causing o-ring seal failure and loss of
silicon lubricant. Imo, part is not well enough built to withstand sw heat. When I first bought my
Trailblazer, the fan clutch would occasionally be fully engaged when I started the truck in the
morning. It usually resumed normal function within a mile or so. As of yesterday, it will not
disengage and the check engine light came on. It sounds like the labor to replace this clutch is
very high. There is a loud roaring sound from under the hood. This loud noise problem used to
only happen when the vehicle was cold and would go away after about a half mile. Vehicle

appears not to shift properly automatic transmission and the vehicle does not accelerate well
while this loud sound is present. Sometimes now the problem occurs when the vehicle is
warmed-up. The loud noise goes away after a short while. My Trailblazer sounds like a jet
engine when preparing to start out in the drive position at all times no matter when speed you
start out in. The auto mechanic I took it to several times said it would cost hundreds to replace
the clutch fan to see if this would fix the problem possibly more and it is using way too much
gas now. Car Problems. Cooling Fan problem of the Chevrolet Trailblazer 1. Cooling Fan
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Light On problems. Engine Stall problems. Last Updated: September 14, References. This article
was co-authored by our trained team of editors and researchers who validated it for accuracy
and comprehensiveness. There are 15 references cited in this article, which can be found at the
bottom of the page. This article has been viewed 63, times. Learn more You can do this by
making a note of unusual noise or temperatures while driving, inspecting the housing for oil
leakage or physical damage, measuring the amount of resistance offered by the fan blades.
Every day at wikiHow, we work hard to give you access to instructions and information that will
help you live a better life, whether it's keeping you safer, healthier, or improving your
well-being. Amid the current public health and economic crises, when the world is shifting
dramatically and we are all learning and adapting to changes in daily life, people need wikiHow
more than ever. Your support helps wikiHow to create more in-depth illustrated articles and
videos and to share our trusted brand of instructional content with millions of people all over
the world. Please consider making a contribution to wikiHow today. Next, locate the fan clutch
bolted to the water pump in the engine compartment. The fan clutch unit is approximately 1 foot
tall by 1 foot wide. Then test the fan clutch by giving it a good push. If it spins more than three
full rotations, this indicates that it may be prone to slipping. If the fan clutch requires repair,
take the vehicle to a qualified mechanic. For more information about how to test a fan clutch,
such as other signs to look for which indicate damage, read on. Did this summary help you?
Yes No. We've been helping billions of people around the world continue to learn, adapt, grow,
and thrive for over a decade. Every dollar contributed enables us to keep providing high-quality
how-to help to people like you. Please consider supporting our work with a contribution to
wikiHow. Log in Social login does not work in incognito and private browsers. Please log in with
your username or email to continue. No account yet? Create an account. Edit this Article. We
use cookies to make wikiHow great. By using our site, you agree to our cookie policy. Cookie
Settings. Learn why people trust wikiHow. Download Article Explore this Article methods. Tips
and Warnings. Related Articles. Article Summary. Method 1 of Pay attention to changes in air
temperature. One of the most common symptoms of a fan clutch on the outs is an inability to
properly cool the air circulating through the vehicle. If it fails to cool down after several minutes,
or seems to be emitting unusually warm air, there could be a problem. It may be a good idea to
check the temperature of a few different vents. If the air flow feels suspiciously hot or weak, it
could just be a bad vent. Listen for excessive noise when driving at high speeds. Start your
vehicle and listen for the fan to engage. Give the engine a little time to warm up. After minutes,
the fan clutch should come to life. The same is true if the fan speed accelerates as soon as you
start the vehicle. You should be able to hear it from where you're sitting inside the cabin of the
vehicle. If the noise from the engine is too loud, try popping the hood to prevent the sound from
being muffled. See if the fan slows or stops when you increase your speed. Press down on the
accelerator gradually to bring the vehicle up to highway speed while you monitor the movement
of the fan clutch. Once the engine reaches about 2, RPMs, you should notice its speed dropping
off. A fan that keeps running at the same rate should be considered defective, as this could
result in too much cooling. Most fan clutches on newer vehicles are designed with a metal
spring coil that reacts to changes in temperature and engages or disengages the fan
accordingly. This means that the fan should power down at higher speeds because the rushing
air is sufficient for cooling the engine. Method 2 of Pop the hood. Before you go looking for your
fan clutch, make sure your vehicle is in park, with the engine off and the handbrake firmly
engaged. If necessary, use the hood strut to hold the hood up so you can work unobstructed.
Never attempt to inspect or handle any of the mechanical components in the engine
compartment while the engine is running. You'll find the fan clutch bolted to the water pump at
the front of the engine compartment, between the radiator and the engine. The outer housing

may make your vehicle's fan clutch slightly larger, and can be either round or rectangular.
Standard thermostatic fan clutches will only be present on cars and trucks with rear-wheel
drive. Front-wheel drive vehicles are equipped with a completely different cooling system due to
the way the engine is configured. On a functional fan clutch, the fan blades will all be lined up
neatly inside the housing, which should sit upright with an equal amount of space between the
radiator and engine. Keep an eye out for any visible components that are bent, crooked, or
missing. Feel for excess movement in the fan and housing. Wiggle each of the fan blades
individually to see if they feel damaged or displaced. Do the same for the metal housing that
surrounds the fan itself. Loose, rattling pieces send a loud and clear message that you need to
have your fan clutch replaced. Any more than that could compromise the efficiency of the unit.
Spot-check for oil leaks. Run your finger along the edges of the bearing seal on the backside of
the fan clutch. If it comes away with a heavy coating of oil, the culprit is either a crack or a faulty
seal. Radial streaks are another potential clueâ€”this happens when oil escapes from the clutch
and is then blown outward in all directions by the fan. The oil flows to and from the main
chamber as engine heat fluctuates, engaging and disengaging the clutch. Turn the fan by hand.
Grab the edge of one of the blades and give it a good push. Too much free-wheeling is usually a
sign that the clutch is prone to slipping. In either case, it will need to be replaced. Have your fan
clutch replaced by a professional. A qualified mechanic will be able to confirm your findings
and take the necessary steps to get the clutch working correctly again. Include your email
address to get a message when this question is answered. Helpful 0 Not Helpful 0. If you want to
determine the extent of the problem, you can use a probe thermometer to read the exact
temperature of the air flowing through the radiator. Both parts tend to wear out at about the
same time, so if one is giving you trouble, the other may not be far behind. Helpful 0 Not Helpful
1. A bum fan clutch drains horsepower from the engine to keep the mechanical fans running,
which can ultimately lead to critical overheating, decreased fuel economy, and poor general
performance. Related wikiHows How to. How to. More References 6. About This Article.
Co-authored by:. Co-authors: 4. Updated: September 14, Categories: Transmission Parts.
Thanks to all authors for creating a page that has been read 63, times. Did this article help you?
Cookies make wikiHow better. By continuing to use our site, you agree to our cookie policy.
Related Articles How to. By signing up you are agreeing to receive emails according to our
privacy policy. Follow Us. Start eating vegetarian in 5 days, even if you love steak. Take the
Course. X Help us do more We've been helping billions of people around the world continue to
learn, adapt, grow, and thrive for over a decade. Let's do this! A properly-functioning fan clutch
is critical to engine reliability, as it works to maintain a safe temperature range. A failing fan
clutch could leave you stranded with expensive repair bills, so pay attention to these
symptoms. When the fan clutch engages, it spins up greatly, increasing air flow through the
radiator and over the engine. If the fan clutch is going bad or has failed, there are a couple of
ways you may notice. Paying attention to your vehicle is the first step in an accurate diagnosis,
effective repair, and reliable vehicle. When the engine is off, there are a few things you can do to
check the fan clutch:. The internal combustion engine generates a lot of heat, which the engine
cooling system is tasked with moderating. A little heat is a good thing, improving fuel
vaporization, performance, and fuel economy â€” it also warms up the cabin in the winter. On
the other hand, too much heat can be a big problem, melting non-metal engine parts and
rendering lubricating oil useless. An overheating engine could literally weld itself into scrap
metal. If your fan clutch has gone bad, replace it as soon as possible to prevent engine damage.
Benjamin Jerew. Benjamin Jerew is an ASE-certified Master Automobile Technician with over a
decade of experience in auto repair, maintenance, and diagnosis. Updated August 20, Hey guys
I got a trailblazer 4. Was gona ask what you guys think? FJ answered 2 years ago. Heavier duty
one??? Normal heavy duty ones will not roar, it is not normal no. Now, if you happened to use
the better clutches for , then the PCM needs to be updated and programmed for it. Back to your
problem I've personally done a lot of these, I have also personally experienced bad fan clutches
right out of the box. Exchange it out! Your wallet will thank you from the bad gas mileage. Oh,
on a side note, when you replace with a new one, and you hear "ticking", exchange for a new
one again. Another common problem. I ended up for both of my TB's, buying lifetime warrantied
locally, good thing it's easy to change. If you're doing it yourself, a tip that will save you half the
time, cut a notch in the fan shroud where the upper radiator hose is. Easy off easy on. Adam
answered 2 years ago. Thank you so much guys a lot of helpful stuff here already. I too it to the
shop and they I got them to look it over. Tysm guys helped a lot. Most of us on this platform run
a Severe Duty. P, means it's spinning too fast, the clutch is engaged fulltime, hence the roaring
like a jet. Go to a different mechanic, he's full of it. This problem was so common, GM changed
the clutch design sometime in You got a bad clutch right out of the box regardless. Get it
swapped out, and keep swapping out til' you get a good one, that doesn't roar anymore. I

recently purchased a Chevy Trailblazer and when test driving prior to buying never noticed that
when the car is on a hill facing downward and, it's in reverse that I must keep my foot on the
gas or I have had radiator flushed and new hoses installed, shocks replaced oil changed tires
rotated and have newer fan. I have a different car. Content submitted by Users is not endorsed
by CarGurus, does not express the opinions of CarGurus, and should not be considered
reviewed, screened, or approved by CarGurus. Please refer to CarGurus Terms of Use. Content
will be removed if CarGurus becomes aware that it violates our policies. New fan clutch upgrade
and roars is it Normal? Report Follow. Mark helpful. Your Answer:. Upload Photo Photo
optional. Related Questions. Start a new Chevrolet Trailblazer question. Sell Your Car Yourself
With a simple, secure transaction. Get Started. Search Chevrolet Trailblazer Questions.
CarGurus Experts. Know more, shop wisely Search. Related Models For Sale. Used Cars For
Sale. The fan clutch is responsible for pushing radiator fluid through the water pump, which
keeps the engine cool. Specialty tools are needed to remove the fan clutch from the water
pump. A malfunctioning fan clutch can cause the engine to overheat because of poorly
circulating radiator fluid. Although this installation is a challenging process, following the
instructions that come from a repair manual such as the Haynes manual can make the process
a lot easier. Remove the intake baffle by removing the bolts that attach it to the radiator support.
On model Trailblazers you will also have to remove 4 push pins that hold the baffle to the
support. Disconnect the transmission lines from the support bracket by removing the hose
clamps. Depending on the year of the vehicle, some clamps can be removed by hand and others
will need to be removed with a Phillips-head screwdriver. Disconnect the clutch electrical
connections with your hand. This connection is located next to the radiator fan shroud. Drain at
least 1 gallon of fluid from the radiator. This will prevent any spillage in the upcoming steps.
Use needle-nose pliers to loosen the butterfly drain plug on the bottom of the radiator and let
the fluid drain into a bucket. With the fluid drained, tighten the drain plug with the needle-nose
pliers. Remove the upper radiator hose and wipe up any excess fluid that might have spilled.
Use the Phillips-head screwdriver and remove the hose clamps from each end of the hose.
Remove the fan clutch from the water pump housing using a fan clutch wrench. This is a
specialty tool that can be rented or purchased from any automotive store. Remove the fan
clutch from the water pump housing. With some models you may have to remove the radiator
fan shroud. If you must remove the shroud, unbolt the shroud from the radiator by using a
socket on the four bolts. Remove the fan from the fan clutch by removing the 4 bolts on the
backside of the fan. Install the fan clutch to the water pump housing and tighten down the
clutch with the fan clutch wrench. Reinstall the fan shroud and tighten down the 4 bolts that
hold it in place. Reattach the upper radiator hose and tighten down the hose clamps with the
Phillips-head screwdriver. Reinstall the transmission cooler lines and reattach the electrical
connection to the fan clutch. Refill the radiator fluid and hand-tighten the radiator cap. Check all
the connections and make sure that all the pieces have been reinstalled. Make sure that the fan
clutch is tightened down to the specifications in the manual, and that all the hose clamps are
tight. Will Chandler is a corrective exercise trainer in Wilmington, NC. Ch
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andler has trained everyone from athletes to seniors since Chandler is an off road enthusiasts
who practices welding and 4x4 fabrication. Step 1 Remove the intake baffle by removing the
bolts that attach it to the radiator support. Step 2 Disconnect the transmission lines from the
support bracket by removing the hose clamps. Step 3 Disconnect the clutch electrical
connections with your hand. Step 4 Drain at least 1 gallon of fluid from the radiator. Step 5
Remove the upper radiator hose and wipe up any excess fluid that might have spilled. Step 6
Remove the fan clutch from the water pump housing using a fan clutch wrench. Step 7 Remove
the fan clutch from the water pump housing. Step 8 Remove the fan from the fan clutch by
removing the 4 bolts on the backside of the fan. Step 10 Install the fan clutch to the water pump
housing and tighten down the clutch with the fan clutch wrench. Step 11 Reinstall the
transmission cooler lines and reattach the electrical connection to the fan clutch.

