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enable JavaScript in your browser. The Chevrolet Bolt wasn't the first electric car, but it was
one of the first to offer a long range at a somewhat affordable price. Four years on from that
debut, the Bolt still fits that description with an EPA-estimated miles of range. This amount isn't
quite as novel as it once was â€” most EVs in can go at least miles â€” but it's a healthy number
for a compact hatchback. There are minimal changes to the Bolt for Chevy had planned to give
a major update this year but was delayed by the pandemic. You'll see more substantial changes
for the model year. That means that you're more likely to get a better deal on the model, but you
won't have the latest body style for very long. Overall, we like the Bolt and find it to be an
agreeable commuter car. Check out the categories of our Expert Rating below to learn more.
Edmunds' editorial team acquired and lived with a Chevrolet Bolt for about three years, logging
about 34, miles. Overall, we found it to be a great commuter car. To learn more about our test,
check out our long-term Chevy Bolt test. The Chevrolet Bolt differs from our Bolt by way of
improved front and rear cameras and a newer battery pack that adds more range. It's the same
generation, though, so most of our observations still apply. The Bolt comes in two trims: the LT
and the Premier. Both models are equipped with the same kWh battery pack under the floor,
sending power to a single electric motor horsepower, lb-ft that drives the front wheels. The
estimated range is the same on both trims: miles. LT This entry-level Chevy Bolt comes with:.

Having leased and liked a Gen 1 and Gen 2 Volts, I traded one in because of the incredible
incentives and value on the s but got a sweet deal on a fresh from the factory s. The Bolt
Premier has exceeded my epectations and make the Volt seem like s! The Volt is quick but the
Bolt is a rocket ship. It is wolf in sheep's clothing! Apparently they improved the seats and dash
for '21 and the seats are an improvement over the Volt but still are not like my Buick's! The car
is exceptionally well made no visual flaws. The AC works well. The safety systems and
infotainment systems are so extensive I've watched tutorials. Visibility is great because of the
rare greenhouse styling. You sit up higher like in a SUV which is also better than the Volt. I wish
the seats had lumbar support and that there was an adaptive cruise control option. My guess is
that they will rectify that with the "22s. The salesperson and finance director were unusally
knowledgble. It was my best experience out of 35 cars I've owned! The salesperson told me to
drive it in L gear actually there are not any gears and the engine acts as a brake when you let
your foot off the pedal. Apparently this is what Telsa owners do. Anyway it works great in stop
and go traffic and urban driving. I am getting a charger installed in my garage as this Bolt
charges about the same as the Volt, 50 miles at night. I need more than that. The interior feels
spacious and if you stand next to a Volt it is actually bigger than it looks. There's more interior
space than a Telsa S! It's well planted because of its width. Write a review. See all 1 reviews.
Until now, the Chevrolet Bolt EV and its miles of range had a lock on the affordable long-range
electric vehicle market. But now Hyundai has introduced the Kona Electric, a similarly sized EV
that packs miles of range for about the same price. We put them through the wringer to see
which one is best. But until now, there's only been one affordable example. The Chevrolet Bolt
EV brings miles of range to the table. But now there's a new Hyundai Kona Electric with miles of
range. Are these finally the affordable EVs that everybody's been waiting for? Before we answer
that, make sure you subscribe to our channel, and visit Edmunds. Well, the Kona electric isn't
really that much of an SUV. I mean, it's only got front-wheel drive. There's no all-wheel drive
version. I mean, these things are pretty close on paper, when you look at the specs. And the
Kona is only about a half inch longer. And both of them have kilowatt electric motors. Chevy
says theirs is good for horsepower. Hyundai's number is horsepower. But I'll give it to them,
because their electric motor makes more torque. Why didn't you include the Model 3? And the
Kona Electric has miles of range. I mean, we can't compare these two vehicles to something
that doesn't exist. But up in here is the electric motor that drives the front wheels. We move
back and there's this big aluminum expanse, the width of the car, really long. This is the battery
pack. And that's what gives this car miles of range. And we move back here, and we see a really
nice multi-link suspension, which gives this car really good ride and handling. And also makes
room for the battery pack to be as big as it possibly can be. We move back, and we see, this is
the battery pack. But it looks different. It's narrower. It's not as long. But it's almost as big, at 60
kilowatt hours, miles of range. So it's got to be taller, which might be why the Bolt has the
roofline that it has. It doesn't look like they paid nearly as much attention to smoothing the
airflow underneath here. We move back and we see something different here too. It was popular
in compact cars. But it's not the most sophisticated suspension for ride and handling. It'll be
interesting to see how the two compare when we start driving them back to back. But they have
a lot of range, so you can go somewhere with the family. So you might have four people in this.
Where are you going to put the luggage? Will it fit? What about third one? No problem. And it's
a pretty dramatic change. Oh, look at that. You can stand these things up. You can also lower
the floor as well. But it might do the job Yeah, this stands up. There out the line of sight. But if
you do, there's really not a big difference. Wow, who was driving this thing. Are you OK? I'm
actually happy back here. I've got enough room for my legs. I got enough room for my feet. I
even have a heated seat. Let's go check out the Hyundai. Oh, I'm going to have to bring this one
back big time. Oh, what are you doing. Oh, my god. The other one wasn't. Could you move this
forward? I can't get out. It feels like I'm sitting on a seat frame. It's really narrow. I'm sitting on it,
rather than in it. And I'm with you. My upper back, my shoulders are not happy with the seat.
The interior just feels kind of cheap. It just does not have really attractive materials. I wish
they'd put a little bit more money in the seats and the interior panels. Because there's a lot of
shiny or light plastics, which now we're in shade, and it's great. But as soon as we come back
through the sun, like reflections flicker off the windscreen. It's like I need sunglasses just for
that. But that is an option. I suggest that you get the darkest one they sell. You know what's
really cool about this car, the driving position is great. I mean, the telescopic steering wheel's
right where I need it. I feel I can see out really well, other than the glare. And the re-gen on this
thing, using the motor's magnetism to slow the car, is really easy. You just flip the shifter and it
goes into L. And now, when you lift off the throttle, you're slowing down and you're not
touching the brake pedal. And it's really kind of fun. It's not kind of fun, it is fun. But that doesn't
mean low fun. Because this thing really changes direction really well. What was I saying? All

right, I guess it's your turn to drive, right? I'm absolutely with you on the seating position. I can
get comfortable in this car very quickly. I like the range the steering wheel moves towards you.
The seat is very adjustable. Now I get to make the most of this car's torque. This thing's got
horsepower. I mean, we can't forget that. It's not sloppy. And that's a skinny tire. But I have to
tell you that I'm not using the brake pedal, I'm just using the re-gen of the throttle pedal,
because it's so intuitive. Back off a little bit to slow down, twist it to speed up. I mean it's rolling
some, but any car would on this road. Like I feel like I shouldn't be driving the car this fast, even
though the car feels just fine. The seating position's a little high, because you've got the battery
under your backside. Just needs some sticker tires I think. So what's your opinion of the Bolt? I
mean, the steering, the handling. It's got plenty of power, they regenerate braking is really fun,
actually even on a challenging road like this. I just don't like the interior, the seats, the way the
dash is put together. I'm not a fan of that. But to drive it, it's great. And you must not buy the
light colored interior. It looks good, and it's wide, and it's comfortable. This cabin is wide and
spacious too. And look at the materials. This thing looks nice. I feel like I'm sitting in the car.
There's the touchscreen, air conditioning, shifter, and these are the heated and ventilated seat
controls. The Bolt didn't have one of those. It is the top of the line offering. This is the ultimate,
which is also the top of the line offering. Its more ultimate. Something else that's glaringly
obvious is the distinct lack of glare. Now, this is still a light colored interior, but I'm not getting
blinded by shiny plastic bits. And as the driver, I appreciate it. The other thing I'm noticing is
going into that last corner and some of these other ones, the regenerative braking just isn't
quite as powerful as it is in the Bolt. I do have three settings. I can adjust it with a paddle here.
But I set it to the max and wish I had one more step. You know, this car really feels more
substantial. It's wider and it feels like it has a wider footprint on the road. It's a little bit more
composed. The tires don't feel like they're working as hard. It's not squealing as much. It's really
nicely balanced. I mean, the Bolt wasn't unbalanced, it wasn't bad. But this just feels better. And
even there, on that really tight corner, a little hint of squeal, but nothing like the Bolt generated.
The multi-link rear suspension over twist beam, I think we're feeling a little bit of a benefit here.
No arguing that, the Kona electric rides better. It's just not quite there. The steering in this car
feels pretty good. When I drove it in town, I thought, it's a little light, it doesn't feel as distinct on
center as the Bolt. And that's true. But when we get up here in these corners, it loads up a bit
nicer than it does on the street. I still think the Bolt's steering feel is a little better, but this is
better than it was in the city. It isn't that the Bolt feels the least bit flimsy. It's just I like the way
this car feels. I agree with you on the steering feel. It is a little light, but I like the way this feels
through the corner. And I also like the fact that it has wider tires on it as well. It's very
noticeable. There's not the tires squeal that the Bolt had. It's just the matter of not having as
much power? And the Bolt does not feel like it's lacking for power. Let's call it equal. But it
makes more torque, about 30 more pound feet than the Bolt. So I think that's what you're feeling
coming out of these corners. I feel like I'm sitting in a more regular car. Because the Kona
Electric is also a regular Kona, it's the same car. And the Bolt was built just to be an EV. Which
usually would make the Bolt a better EV, because it's purpose built. But this doesn't feel like
they've made any sacrifices to make an electric car version. Just look at the way the battery is
mounted underneath, as we saw yesterday. It's just so well integrated into the chassis. I wish it
was a little bit more aggressive. We have it set at the maximum. We both seem to prefer the way
that the Bolt handles it. These are compact hatchbacks with horsepower. We're still not going to
talk about range. Because we both have over half a charge left. It's downhill most of the way
home. Things are only going to get better. So let's go. First, we have to talk pricing. We don't
know exactly what the Kona Electric costs just yet. But sources say the base model's price will
come in close to that of the base Bolt. And we know with certainty that the Kona will be better
equipped. But here's another point to consider. Chevrolet is about to cross the phase out
threshold for federal tax credit eligibility. In just over a year, it'll be down to zero. Hyundai, on
the other hand, is just getting started with EV sales. There's a lot to like about these cars. Both
are more fun to drive than you might expect. They're practically hot hatchbacks. And you can
go places and be spontaneous, because each offers enough range to make them useful for
more than just commuting. We like the Bolt for its superior regenerative braking and more
generous rear leg room. But the clear winner here is the Hyundai Kona Electric on the strength
of its more sophisticated ride and handling, nicer interior, and longer list of standard and
optional features. The extra 20 miles of range it offers is merely a bonus. For more videos like
this, be sure to click Subscribe, and visit Edmunds for all your car shopping needs. The Nissan
Leaf in its Plus trim is worth comparing to the Bolt since it has miles of range and costs about
the same. The standard Leaf will set you back less than a Bolt, but it only has a range of miles.
Edmunds ranks both of these two EVs about midpack for mainstream EVs. Read Edmunds'
long-term road test of the Nissan Leaf. The Tesla Model 3 has a stylish interior and a high-tech

infotainment system. It can receive over-the-air updates that Tesla uses to update software or
even capability. Another big advantage is Tesla's nationwide network of Supercharger
quick-charge stations. The Model 3 has an estimated miles of range in its base model. Read
Edmunds' long-term road test of the Tesla Model 3. The Kona is similar to the Bolt in terms of
price, range and acceleration. But the Kona offers a more composed ride than the Bolt, and its
interior feels more solidly put together and properly finished. Take note: The Bolt is offered
nationwide, but the Kona is only available in select regions. Read Edmunds' long-term road test
of the Hyundai Kona Electric. Consumer ratings and reviews are also available for the Chevrolet
Bolt EV and all its trim types. Overall, Edmunds users rate the Bolt EV 5. Edmunds consumer
reviews allow users to sift through aggregated consumer reviews to understand what other
drivers are saying about any vehicle in our database. Detailed rating breakdowns including
performance, comfort, value, interior, exterior design, build quality, and reliability are available
as well to provide shoppers with a comprehensive understanding of why customers like the
Bolt EV. Edmunds experts have compiled a robust series of ratings and reviews for the
Chevrolet Bolt EV and all model years in our database. Our rich content includes expert reviews
and recommendations for the Bolt EV featuring deep dives into trim levels and features,
performance, mpg, safety, interior, and driving. Edmunds also offers expert ratings, road test
and performance data, long-term road tests, first-drive reviews, video reviews and more. This
review was written by a member of Edmunds' editorial team of expert car reviewers. Our team
drives every car you can buy. We put the vehicles through rigorous testing, evaluating how they
drive and comparing them in detail to their competitors. We're also regular people like you, so
we pay attention to all the different ways people use their cars every day. We want to know if
there's enough room for our families and our weekend gear and whether or not our favorite
drink fits in the cupholder. Our editors want to help you make the best decision on a car that fits
your life. Simply research the type of car you're interested in and then select a car from our
massive database to find cheap vehicles for sale near you. Once you have identified a used
vehicle you're interested in, check the AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read dealer reviews,
and find out what other owners paid for the Chevrolet Bolt EV. Edmunds has deep data on over
6 million new, used, and certified pre-owned vehicles, including rich, trim-level features and
specs information like: MSRP, average price paid, warranty information basic, drivetrain, and
maintenance , features upholstery, bluetooth, navigation, heated seating, cooled seating, cruise
control, parking assistance, keyless ignition, satellite radio, folding rears seats ,run flat tires,
wheel type, tire size, wheel tire, sunroof, etc. Edmunds also provides tools to allow shopper to
compare vehicles to similar models of their choosing by warranty, interior features, exterior
features, specifications, fuel economy, vehicle dimensions, consumer rating, edmunds rating,
and color. Is it better to lease or buy a car? Ask most people and they'll probably tell you that
car buying is the way to go. And from a financial perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to
make higher monthly payments, pay off the loan in full and keep the car for a few years.
Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less expensive option on a month-to-month basis. It's also
good if you're someone who likes to drive a new car every three years or so. Popular searches.
My notifications My Account. Photos Select year - Upcoming - New - New. Other years. Pros
Impressive miles of range Cabin is spacious Quick acceleration and nimble handling for an EV
Nationwide availability Cons Interior looks and feels cheaper than most Front seats are narrow
and lack cushion depth Ride comfort loses its polish on rougher roads Touchscreen has no
built-in navigation maps What's new DC fast charger is now standard on Premier trim Part of the
first Bolt generation introduced for What's it like to live with? The Chevrolet Bolt is a solid
electric vehicle, especially with its miles of range. It solves many of the qualms that EV
shoppers have traditionally held. A spacious interior and fun-to-drive dynamics are bonuses. Its
biggest problem is the swath of affordable competitors that have followed hot on its heels from
Hyundai, Kia and â€” of course â€” Tesla. There is plenty of muscle in the Bolt's throttle pedal.
It merges onto freeways with ease, and there's a good deal of passing power when you need it.
In D mode, the Bolt has standard friction brakes that are easy to control, while L mode activates
lift-throttle regenerative braking that is fun to use and improves range. It's hard to imagine how
the Bolt could drive better. It responds smoothly to steering inputs without feeling darty. The
steering feel and feedback are good, and the car stays straight ahead on the highway without
demanding driver attention. When the road begins to curve, the Bolt feels nimble and
sure-footed. The front seats are relatively thinly cushioned, and some larger drivers will be able
to feel the seat frame edges through the padding. But if you're of average size, the seats should
hold up well, even on longer drives. More of a problem is the Bolt's overly busy and choppy ride
because the suspension struggles to absorb pavement cracks and sharp-edged potholes. But
when the pavement is smooth, so is the Bolt. The climate control systems reacts quickly, and
the Premier trim comes standard with heated front and rear seats. We also like the Bolt's quiet

cabin. Wind noise is not an issue. The controls are thoughtfully arranged, with a handy volume
knob and tune buttons below the touchscreen. The instrument panel can be configured to show
helpful range-coaching features. Our drivers found it easy to settle in behind the wheel with a
height-adjustable driver's seat and telescoping steering wheel. All of the doors open wide, and
the roofline is tall all the way to the rear hatch. The Bolt feels much larger inside than you might
expect. There's plenty of head- and legroom, though the cabin is narrow. Peek-a-boo windows
and a commanding seating position help you see past the front roof pillars, and a range of
available cameras aid visibility. Apple CarPlay and Android Auto compatibility is standard. You
can use these systems to run navigation through your phone, but know that an integrated
navigation system isn't available on the Bolt. The touchscreen is nice and big, but its menu
responses can be slow. Two front USB ports come standard. Most of the Bolt's advanced driver
safety features are optional, which is disappointing. Many rivals offer these kind of features
standard. You can't get adaptive cruise control at all. The Premier trim's degree camera system
is a boon in parking lots at least. Considering its size, the Bolt has a good amount of space
inside for small items. The front door pockets, center console and glovebox are adequate, the
main cupholders are well positioned, and there's an open bin for purses. The cargo area is a bit
smaller than the competition, but it's still useful. The Premier trim has a floor panel that
provides hidden basement storage or can be removed to carry bulkier items. The Bolt also
works out pretty well for family taxi duty. The car seat anchors for child safety seats are easy to
locate, and there are top tethers on all three rear seat positions. The rear doors open wide
enough to fit bulky rear-facing seats inside. The Bolt received a range boost for and is rated to
return miles on a single charge, making it one of the longest ranges in the segment. It's also
estimated to return miles for every 29 kWh of energy. In Edmunds' real-world EV range testing,
the Bolt was able to travel miles on a single charge at a slightly more efficient While that's a
great result, the Hyundai Kona Electric, which received a similar range and efficiency rating
from the EPA, far outperformed its estimates, traveling more than miles. In the time since the
Bolt debuted, Hyundai and Kia have released affordable EVs with more standard equipment and
better interiors for a similar price. The standard-range Tesla Model 3 has numerous advantages
over the field too. Chevy did the Bolt no favors by using thin carpets, hard plastics and other
cost-saving measures. An upgraded range of miles helps at least. Like all electric vehicles,
there's little required maintenance. The battery and other electrical components are covered for
eight years and , miles. The Bolt's playful nimbleness and one-pedal driving afforded by the
strong regenerative braking effect in L mode are very entertaining. It's an enjoyable EV to drive.
The upright hatchback styling doesn't stand out in a crowd, but the Bolt delivers solid green
street cred and low-cost long-range performance. Much of the Bolt's appeal lies in its value. As
such, we recommend the base LT trim. There's a big price jump to get the Premier. The Bolt no
longer qualifies for any federal tax credits either, which also makes the Premier less enticing.
Many of the advanced safety and convenience features from the Premier trim such as the DC
fast-charging capability can be added to the LT trim as options. LT This entry-level Chevy Bolt
comes with: Automatic high-intensity discharge headlamps inch alloy wheels Keyless entry
with push-button start Read more. Find savings on the Bolt EV for sale near you. ZIP Code. See
Pricing. See all Bolt EV lease offers. Sponsored cars related to the Bolt EV. Most helpful
consumer reviews 5 out of 5 stars, It is a Bolt in the Arm! Automatic Emergency Braking Works
with forward collision warning to help you avoid or reduce the severity of a front-end collision.
Works at speeds under 50 mph. Side Impact Test Good. Chevrolet Bolt EV vs. Nissan Leaf The
Nissan Leaf in its Plus trim is worth comparing to the Bolt since it has miles of range and costs
about the same. Related Bolt EV Articles. The Edmunds experts tested the Bolt EV both on the
road and at the track, giving it a 7. What about cargo capacity? When you're thinking about
carrying stuff in your new car, keep in mind that the Bolt EV has And then there's safety and
reliability. Learn more. To determine whether the Chevrolet Bolt EV is reliable, read Edmunds'
authentic consumer reviews, which come from real owners and reveal what it's like to live with
the Bolt EV. Look for specific complaints that keep popping up in the reviews, and be sure to
compare the Bolt EV's average consumer rating to that of competing vehicles. There's a lot to
consider if you're wondering whether the Chevrolet Bolt EV is a good car. Edmunds' expert
testing team reviewed the Bolt EV and gave it a 7. Safety scores, fuel economy, cargo capacity
and feature availability should all be factors in determining whether the Bolt EV is a good car for
you. What do people think of the Chevrolet Bolt EV? Edmunds Expert Reviews Edmunds
experts have compiled a robust series of ratings and reviews for the Chevrolet Bolt EV and all
model years in our database. Our Review Process This review was written by a member of
Edmunds' editorial team of expert car reviewers. Can't find a new Chevrolet Bolt EVs you want
in your area? Consider a broader search. Why trust Edmunds? Check out Chevrolet lease
specials. Sign Up. Get price. Our verdict. How does the Bolt EV drive? How comfortable is the

Bolt EV? How economical is the Bolt EV? Is the Bolt EV a good value? This page is for personal,
non-commercial use. Spy photographers managed to catch a glimpse of the Chevrolet
Silverado's interior in a prototype spotted in the wild. While its cabin surfaces were still
extensively camouflaged, the photographer was able to capture the truck's screens peeking out
from beneath the vinyl and confirm the presence of Super Cruise. While GM has updated both
the Sierra and Silverado incrementally with each year of this new generation, these minor
equipment tweaks haven't been of large enough scope to address some of the more pointed
criticisms. The Silverado's interior design, which has largely carried over these past few years,
has been a particularly big sticking point. Thanks to these photos, we see that GM is planning to
address the Silverado's cabin with what will be the first significant upgrade of this model's life
cycle. The most obvious upgrade will be the inclusion of GM's Super Cruise highway
semi-self-driving suite, as evidenced by the illuminated green strip at the top center of this
prototype's steering wheel. Elsewhere in the cabin, we can see what appear to be both a full
digital cluster and a larger infotainment screen. We don't expect Chevy's new cabin to be
anywhere near as extravagant as the new Cadillac Escalade's , but we expect the glassy,
touch-sensitive real estate inside the Silverado's cabin to expand significantly. This particular
prototype appears to be wearing High Country wheels and has chrome window trim. These
mean little at this stage of development, but in combination with the screens and Super Cruise,
they suggest that this represents a relatively loaded truck. And speaking of exterior elements,
it's clear from this prototype that the Silverado will be getting some exterior styling updates,
likely including new front and rear bumpers and lighting elements. We probably won't learn
details of the Silverado or GMC Sierra, which will likely benefit from the same upgrades until
late next summer or early fall, but hopefully GM will throw some hints our way in the meantime.
Stay tuned. We get it. Ads can be annoying. But ads are also how we keep the garage doors
open and the lights on here at Autoblog - and keep our stories free for you and for everyone.
And free is good, right? If you'd be so kind as to allow our site, we promise to keep bringing you
great content. Thanks for that. And thanks for reading Autoblog. Spy Shots. Byron Hurd. Share
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post. X Sign in to post Please sign in to leave a comment. View More. See Local Pricing. I'm
not in the market for a vehicle at this time. Please move this suggestion to the side for 30 days.
Thank You Thanks for subscribing. Check your in-box to get started. Sign Up More Info. We
notice you're using an ad blocker. Please consider allowing Autoblog. Allow Us! Here's how to
disable adblocking on our site. Click on the icon for your Adblocker in your browser. A drop
down menu will appear. Select the option to run ads for autoblog. The exact text will differ
depending on the actual application you have running. Refresh the Autoblog page you were
viewing. Hey again! You still haven't turned off your adblocker or allowed our site. It only takes
a few seconds. You must be logged in to perform that action. You must have JavaScript enabled
to experience the new Autoblog. Please follow the instructions below to enable JavaScript in
your browser. Please enter a display name. Cancel Change Name.

