Altima head gasket

One of the most common critical engine problems is the blown head gasket. If your Nissan
Altima has blown its head gasket, you may find it running poorly or not at all. Outside of this
job, it needs to fail before the head cracks or warps. If the head gets damaged, the repair
becomes much more costly. It should be noted that when you blow the head gasket, the head
itself may be warped or cracked. If you do the head gasket replacement yourself, you should
take it to a reputable machine shop and have it tested. Even if it looks perfectly fine to the naked
eye, it still could be damaged. Most of the symptoms of a blown head gasket are obvious, since
the way that the engine runs is usually affected. Here are some of the most common signs of a
blown head gasket:. Head gaskets themselves are very affordable. They can be significantly
more depending on the model year and engine. If you plan on tackling the job yourself, start at
the beginning of the weekend, and make sure that you use a torque wrench when putting
everything together. Replacing a head gasket on your own can be time consuming and
challenging, but it can save you a lot of money. Good luck diagnosing your Nissan Altima! This
is always most noticeable at idle speed. Loss of Power â€” A blown head gasket can leave your
Altima feeling sluggish at speed. This is a very serious concern. Oil that is too this can lock the
motor up and leave you stranded. White Smoke from Exhaust â€” A certain amount of white
smoke is completely acceptable. Low engine coolant can be both the cause and a symptom of a
blown head gasket. This could be due to a bad radiator, radiator hoses, or water pump.
Conclusion Replacing a head gasket on your own can be time consuming and challenging, but
it can save you a lot of money. Part Quality. We recommend the following online resources for
trustworthy information about Nissan Altima maintenance, repair and service. These resources
deliver honest real world ownership perspectives and useful facts for anyone researching the
cost to replace the head gasket on the Nissan Altima. Cost estimates are based on industry
average productivity levels for the repair and local labor rates charged by experienced
automotive professionals. These estimates show a range of fair prices for your vehicle and
geographic area. Auto repair shop prices are set by each shop and may be different than price
ranges estimated here - particularly if the scope of work varies from that described here.
Homewyse is a trademark of Costwyse LLC. All other trademarks used herein are trademarks of
their respective owners. Zip Code. Labor - Replace The Nissan Altima Head Gasket Diagnostic
testing to verify problem, engine teardown, head resurfacing, new gasket installation, engine
reassembly. Parts - Timing Chain Kit New high tensile metal rolling chain. Includes chain, chain
guide, tensioner, seals and gasket s. Parts - Oil Filter New multiply filter with O-ring. Parts Motor Oil New multi-viscosity motor oil, fortified with cleaning and anti-sludge agents. Disposal
fees Fees for proper handling and environmentally responsible disposal and recycling of used
fluids, parts, and materials. I have Nissan Altima and Again.. I have a blown head gasket But
now we have located that of course and also what's causing it.. It won't start up at all so I can fix
it.. Why is it not cranking with a gasket problem Please reply Thank you. Maybe the head is
warped which is causing the head gasket problem. Make sure it is check for flatness and warp
before reinstalling it. I would go ahead and replace the head bolts too. Sounds like you want to
crank it to repair it. If its a stick shift manual pull it with another car and dump the clutch until it
cranks with key turned to on, but have thermostat out and everything else ready to do it
correctly. There is a little known exact way to do this so you do not mess up your ride. If it is a
product off the shelf at a store other than an online store that sells the pharma grade, I would
not trust it. Service tech indicate that oil change confirms a coolant seep at head gasket. This
vehicle is a Nissan Altima V6, with 40, miles. Can this be put on hold or checked out further? I
was told I needed head gasket repair a year ago what does that do and I didn't do it yet have I
ruined the car how do I know I need this work done. I have a different car. Content submitted by
Users is not endorsed by CarGurus, does not express the opinions of CarGurus, and should not
be considered reviewed, screened, or approved by CarGurus. Please refer to CarGurus Terms of
Use. Content will be removed if CarGurus becomes aware that it violates our policies. Head
gasket. Report Follow. Mark helpful. Your Answer:. Upload Photo Photo optional. Related
Questions. Start a new Nissan Altima question. Sell Your Car Yourself With a simple, secure
transaction. Get Started. Search Nissan Altima Questions. CarGurus Experts. Know more, shop
wisely Search. Related Models For Sale. Used Cars For Sale. Home Spare parts Information and
help Contacts. Enter the code or purpose of the spare part. Enter any of the spare part codes
original, manufacturer or Alvadi code. Cart 0. Log in. Your E-mail. Forgot your password? Select
year. Select engine. Select modification. All categories. Body parts. Braking systems. Steering
parts. Shock absorbers. Electrical parts. Thermical parts. Drive system parts. Belts and pulleys.
Engine, transsmision and drive system mountings. Windscreen wiper systems. Car interior
equipment. Fuel system parts. Heating systems. Auto chemicals. Clamps and mounting parts.
Universal bearings. Select a category. Subscribe for discounts, news, offers. Specify the correct
e-mail address. Thank you! Subscribe with different e-mail address. United States. Useful links.

Order tracking. Majaka 10, Tallinn, Estonia. Our Facebook. Opening hours Mo-Fr. All contacts.
Confidentiality Delivery info Purchase returns Terms of Use. There are [qty] same products in
your cart Products in stock: [qty]. Let me know when it becomes available. We will send you a
message as soon as the goods appear in stock. I've written this article to show you three of the
most common tests that are done to diagnose a blown head gasket on your 2. Two of the three
tests, I'm presenting in this article, you can accomplish within 10 minutes and without any tools
at all. The third test is done with an engine compression tester. All three tests are explained in a
step by step fashion. The most common cause of a blown head gasket is that the engine
overheated due to one of the following: 1 The radiator fan or fan clutch is not working, 2 Engine
has No coolant, due to a leak somewhere in the coolant system 3 Thermostat went bad and is
stuck closed. The most common symptoms a blown head gasket are:. The car or pick up won't
start. You have already verified it's not an ignition system problem because you have spark
coming out at all of the spark plug wires. You know it's not a lack of fuel, because you have
verified that the fuel pump is delivering fuel to the fuel injectors. There's a good chance, that
you may not have to do all three tests, to find out that the head gasket on your Nissan 2. So, if
this first head gasket test let's you know that the gasket is blown, then you don't need to
continue to the rest. Now, visually check the color of the oil and its viscosity that's on the
dipstick. You're looking for one of two things: 1. Is the oil on the dipstick a creamy tan and is
the oil thick? Is the oil on the dipstick its normal color and viscosity? Take a look at the
following interpretations to find out which one best fits what you have observed of the color of
the oil:. CASE 1: The color of the oil is a light tan, like coffee with too much creamer. This
confirms that the head gasket is blown and that it's letting coolant mix with the engine oil. If
you're wondering why the oil looks like this? The biggest and most common reason is that the
engine severely overheated or was overheating even slightly over the course of several weeks
and:. The cylinder head since it's made of aluminum warped which caused the head gasket to
burn. And a burned head gasket can not seal the oil and coolant ports in both the engine block
and the cylinder head especially with a warped cylinder head. This leads to the coolant entering
the engine oil pan. As both oil and coolant mix, the resulting combination gets thick and
becomes an off-white color. CASE 2: The color of the engine oil is normal. Normally, when the
head gasket fries in your Nissan Altima's or Frontier, Xterra , the coolant will mix with the
engine oil, but not always. This is why one or maybe two more tests are needed to make sure
that the head gasket is really blown or not. I thought I did once, but I was wrong. As an Amazon
Associate, I may earn a small commission from qualifying purchases from the Amazon product
links from this website. Your purchase helps support my work in bringing you real diagnostic
testing information to help you solve the problem! Page 1 Page 2 Page 3. Contents of this
tutorial:. All Articles: Nissan 2. Applies To:. Nissan Vehicles:. Do NOT follow this link or you will
be banned from the site! Introductions: The Cylinder Head Gasket Set is the most affordable
solution for your replacement needs. Every component is designed to meet OE specifications to
fit, form and function. With perfect fit, quality and price, it surely is your ideal choice. Click and
place an order right now! Features: 1. Multi-Layered Steel head gasket 2. Exhaust manifold
gasket 4. Valve cover gasket 5. Viton valve stem seals 6. Camshaft front 7. O-rings 8. Other
Small Gaskets 9. Silicone Sealant Transport Delivery ETA. Package handling only takes 1
business day at our warehouse, so please make sure entering correct payment and shipping
information before checking out. Once your payment is completed, we are not going to accept
any more changes to your order. International Buyers â€” Please Note: a. Import duties, taxes
and charges are not included in the item price or shipping charges. These charges are the
buyer's responsibility. Please check your shipping address carefully before checkout, it can't be
changed if order completed. Orders placed on weekend will be shipped within 2 days.
Notification of shipment with tracking number will be sent to buyers. Ship within 1 business day
once payment completed. Notification of shipment with tracking No. We offer discounts for
combine shipping. Please contact us first if you need combine shipping, and an invoice with
discount will be sent to you. Please allow 5 business days for delivery to US destinations on
any eBay orders and 14 business days for delivery to any International destinations. If so,
Please contact us with 5 days since you receive the item and and return to us within 30 days
from the delivery date for exchange or refund. If you need return, please contact our customer
service representative, let us know the detailed problem and send us some pictures for
confirmation. All rights reserved. I have been taken advantage of when purchasing this vehicle
and paid too much money. I thought I was getting a car that was safe. I was very afraid of taking
this vehicle back to where I bought from because they were not concerned of my safety.
However, I feel that all the problems that I had should have never happened. I don't know what
to do at this point. I have very limited funds and I am a senior citizen. Where do I go from here?
This car was driven back to Southern Calif and examined to verify the condition at our local

dealer. The head gasket was leaking on both sides of the engine. T his car has Nissan's top of
the line V6 3. You would think that a Large Import Manufacture like Nissan should be able to
build an engine that can last at least , miles. Nissan has contacted us to followed up regarding
the complaint resolution. Our answer to Nissan -their product was a piece of crap and NO, she
will not reconsider any Nissan related products ie. Infinity in the future. Maybe a Domestic
manufacture vehicle would last longer than , miles. The dealership made no mention of a
leaking head gasket. You can imagine my surprise when the technician called a few hours later
to say that the compressor was bad, and that oh by the way, the head gasket is leaking! This car
was just driven around town, had regular oil changes, and was not driven hard. The car had less
than 32, miles! It is obvious from the pictures that the independent technician took that the head
gasket had failed. Of course, the power train warranty ended in July , just 3 months ago. The
technician indicated that the problem had been going on for at least six months. I called Nissan
corporate to start the process to determine if Nissan would provide any financial assistance,
since the problem had been going on prior to when the warranty expired. I was also concerned
that Nissan did not diagnose the problem, and that if it was not for an independent technician,
then I would have continued to drive the car with a leaking head gasket, which could have led to
severe engine damage. I was advised that a Nissan service center would have to verify the
problem. I took the car back to the dealership to have them confirm that the head gasket was
bad. You probably know how this story ends. Nissan corporate says that there will be no
financial assistance, since the car was out of warranty. Technically, Nissan is correct. The car is
out of warranty by less than 3 months, and I did not buy the extended warranty when given the
chance. However, let's not lose sight of the fact that the head gasket was leaking on a 5 year old
car with less than 32, miles. This car is a piece of junk. Nissan talks a good game about
customer satisfaction, but actions speak louder than words. Stay away from the Nissan Altima,
and Nissans in general. This car has been nothing but problems. Bought a new Nissan Altima.
Took it to the dealership, they found nothing. At 23, miles , took it to a different dealer with same
problem, still found nothing. Recently my husband, who is NOT a mechanic was changing the
oil, and found the problem. The coolant was leaking around the head. Took it back to dealership
,they said 2 blown head gaskets. Nissan only wants to replace the head gaskets and not the
engine. We have been driving this car with blown head gaskets for who knows how long, so no
telling what kind of damage is done. Nissan is not being very helpful. Had to be towed to dealer.
Complained 2 weeks earlier to dealer about engine noise but they couldn't find anything. Every
mechanic I talked to except Nissan's say head gaskets don't blow at miles for no reason. Must
be a head or block problem to cause it. Head gasket failures cause coolant to go into engine
crankcase etc. I doubt that's good for the engine. Want Nissan to replace engine instead of
replacing gasket. So far they arrogantly refuse citing Lemon Law requirements. Can't trust this
car to get me on any long trips for fear it will leave us stranded. If you have a for-profit service,
contact us. Ask your Nissan dealer. Most Common Solutions: replace head gasket 4 reports
replace engine or give me a new car 2 reports. Find something helpful? Spread the word. Share
on Facebook Retweet this page Email this page. Helpful websites No one has added a helpful
site for this Altima problem yet. Be the first! Find a good Nissan mechanic Read reviews of
repair shops in your area. Enter your zip code: A free service from CarTalk. Send Comment Add
Complaint. Search CarComplaints. Not what you are looking for? Search for something else:.
Sound familiar? Like a script from a horror film, these Altimas seem doomed to fail around 95k
miles. Purchased this car new at Vallejo Nissan on March 13, , odometer reading miles. All
maintenance work performed at the dealer as required. Never took my car to any other place but
the dealer. They have all my records as proof. In addition, I have the copies of my records too.
August 9, , 25, miles replaced the battery. September 9, , 52, miles replaced the battery. January
17, 59, miles , took my car in because the SES light was on and the engine was hard to start.
They removed and replaced the crankshaft sensor. December 11, , 69, miles replaced the
battery. January 14, , 88, miles replaced Gasket-Rocker cover because it was leaking. June 13, ,
89, miles took my car in because the check engine light was on. They said the code was false,
then cleared it. October 27, , 91, miles , took my car in because the check engine light was on.
March 17, , 92, miles , replaced the battery. I filled out and filed a claim form for reimbursement
for engine damage caused by loose power valve screw but was rejected December 22, , because
the engine damage must have occurred when my car was less than 12 years in-service. August
7, , 94, miles check engine light came on, hard to start. Replaced 2 coil. August 21, , 94, miles
check engine light came on. Replaced 3 coil and 4 spark plugs. June 2, , 97, miles , check
engine light came on. Replaced the battery and cleared the code. June 15, , 97, miles , check
engine light came on. Cleared the code. July 25, , 98, miles , same problem. July 28, , 98, miles ,
check engine light came on. Replaced the crankshaft position sensor. August 30, , 99, Miles ,
same problem. Dealer states that it is a bad head gasket recommends replacing the motor

because of the miles on the vehicle. I did not know other owners was having the same problems
until I was directed to this web site by my insurance company. As you can see this car is a
lemon and Nissan should do something about this. The body is still beauty for a sixteen year
old car. The engine is no good. I have not gotten , miles out of it. As of today, November 13, , I
have donated my car to Kars 4 Kids. The radio works, but the check engine light, the battery
light, the oil light and other lights came on when I turn the ignition. I tried this several days, then
made my decision to donate it to a worthly cause. The engine would not start. I will not be
purchasing another car from the Nissan Dealers. Bought my car from used car dealer with 35,
miles on it. Ran like a top. Great response and acceleration superbly beyond expectation. All a
mask for the hidden problems Nissan had been hiding. Around 88, miles starting burning a
quart of oil every miles. Dealer told me that I didn't have any kind of warranty. After I replaced
the motor then they told me oh they could have did something, but now I had too many miles
when I should have been covered the first time I asked them about it. Why did they play
games??? Evidently I suffered from the same issue every other Altima owner suffers from.
Replaced that motor, got 20, miles off the next then 14, on the next motor. There are no good 2.
Barely getting 10, miles off the 5th motor in the car. Maybe if I bought a Toyota, my life could
have been a lot different as I had to tow that car 11 times. It has , on it still looks good, rides
smooth and would probably reach k if I could keep the car running Everyone's comments and
suggestions are welcome. Please feel free to comment. I bought my Nissan Altima with only a
couple thousand miles on it. I always kept up with the maintenance. I had a slow coolant leak for
a couple of years and had to add more every couple of months, which gradually got worse, but I
never saw a leak on the ground. In October last year, my car started having problems starting.
Then when I was driving my service engine light would start flashing. I took it to the shop
November and was told that my head gasket was blown and the catalytic converter was bad.
Apparently the coolant had been leaking in to the engine. Yeah, it's a , but I have no idea why
this would happen to a car with low miles. Have had this car since 30, miles. It's always been
serviced regularly. I've put so much money into it for the last 10, miles: new radiator, catalytic
converter, alternator, new brake drums, oxygen sensor,etc. Now it has a blown head gasket. The
engine light has been going off and on past 2 years. No mechanic including Nissan dealership
has been able to find the problem. It was always "engine misfire" I've had it towed to my
mechanic twice after it died in the past year. Then it starts right up for them. This car is a lemon.
I loved it when it ran well. Now it's an unreliable vehicle. I still owe money on it,but it's only good
for the junkyard if it continues to be a money pit! Nissan should take responsibility for such a
poor product! Soooooo this car is considered a plague. First the engine overheated so the head
gasket went bad, water went into cylinders, had to get rebuilt head cylinders. Then after other
mayor problems alternator went bad, starter, radiator, catalytic converter just the engine gasket
again went bad. Worst time ever. Let me preface this by saying I'm not a crazy driver and I am
very good to my car. In 10 years of owning it I only have miles on it It all started with rough
starts in the morning as well as some other random times. Then one morning my car wouldn't
start. I waited a few minutes mentally freaking out and then it started right up. Naturally the
check engine light came on soon after. I plugged my laptop into the car and low an behold I get
a cylinder misfire error number 3. Online suggestions pointed to changing the spark plugs so I
did. The car started right up and ran better than it had for a long time! I guess I hadn't noticed
the sluggish response that had crept up over the years. But wait I took it in to my trusty local
mechanic. He said it was a faulty ignition coil. Swapped it out and I was on my way. The car was
running smoothly with no problems Four months later: it was back. The shaky starts, the little
hiccups while driving, and that bastard of a check engine light. What the hell! Checked the
engine code and it said that a different cylinder was misfiring. I replaced both the spark plug
and the ignition coil myself. No big deal. Problem came back. Now I'm pissed I took it in. I had a
coolant leak. Arterial sized. Into the engine. Here is what was happening. Coolant was leaking
into the engine through a blown head gasket and a crack in the engine itself. The coolant was
gumming up the heads of the spark plugs which is why changing the spark plug 'fixed the
problem' for a brief moment until they got gummed up again. Follow this simple check list: 2.
Losing coolant? After the engine cools a bit, check under the oil cap and see bubbles on the
bottom of the cap? If you answered YES to all of these questions, then congratulations! You
have a blown head gasket and possibly a blown engine! Whoo hoo! Options: Replace the
engine if it is that bad, or just replace the head gasket if you are lucky that your engine didn't
get blown. After I replaced the engine I thought to myself It would have postponed the hurt of
paying Hence the early replacement. I got 75, miles out of that engine. I should have gotten a
hell of a lot more. Hope this helps someone out there. Two weeks back my Altima 2. I took to the
Stadium Nissan dealership in Seattle. It was diagnosed as a blown Head Gasket issue and they
recommended to replace the Engine due to the past engine fixes. I called up Nissan Customer

Service on the issue. Nissan HQ said since the car was 10 years old they can't help me in
replacing the engine even though the car had only 75, miles. I bought the car in when it had
32,00 miles. In , I had taken the car to the dealership to take care of a recall related to the
Engine. Back in , I had 2 back-to-back engine issues related to Sensors. At that point March , I
wrote a letter to Nissan HQ to highlight my concern about the engine falling apart. At that time,
the car had only 66, miles. At that point, I was asked to call back if there is another issue. I
moved my car to another Nissan dealership to get a second opinion. I'm planning to sell-off the
car later this year and get another Honda or Subaru. I'm done with Nissan. It is a shame that a
car like Nissan Altima will fall apart in 75, miles and the company doesn't have the spine to
stand by its customers. I bought this car from a used car dealer in April of At first, it ran great
and looked good. I thought, wow, someone took really good care of this vehicle. Well,
appearances can be very deceiving. First in December of exactly 8 months later the alternator
goes and car strands me. I have to have it towed. I get it back and within weeks the specks I had
noticed on the radiator soon make it known just what those specks meant. A bad bad radiator.
So, I replace the radiator. I might mention that the car overheated. Only, I did not know the car
was overheating, because the temperature gauage never moved, as the wires were bad and so
therefore the temperature gauge was not working So, I pick up the car, at around at night with
it's new radiator and head home. Within 20 minutes of leaving the car overheats massively and I
have to have it towed yet again. This time it is the Head Gasket. This is NOT what I wanted to
hear. I had to get a rental car and it took nearly two weeks to fix my car. I get the car back and
within two months it dies on me again and I have to have it towed for the third time in four
months. This time it is the water pump. I also, have had water in the floorboard and it is at times
three inches deep and sloshing around. So, they the dealership does all the repairs replace the
water pump, rotor button and the distributor cap. I get the car back and the water is still flooding
the floorboard!!!!!! Now the overflow resevoir sounds like there is water boiling in it after I turn
the car off and the check engine light came on, stayed on for a day, then went out again and my
brake light is coming on and I have had to add brake fluid. Just like so many others here, I have
an 02 Nissan Altima that blew a head gasket. I babied this car I had the head gasket replaced
last December after hearing the engine make all kinds of weird noises and the ac and heater
went out in the car. Then it overheated. Then, a couple of days ago while driving up a hill, I lost
power and all the dash lights came on. The worst part was losing the power steering. My service
person hooked it up to the computer and now it looks like I need a new catalytic converter. I
think what I really need is a new engine because, as I forgot to mention, it also eats oil, and it s
been doing this for over a year. No spots or drips And the motor is still making odd noises. You
d never know that by looking at it With the sheer number of people who are having this problem,
it might be deserving of a class action suit. Started with blinking check engine light so I stopped
to get a free diagnostic test at Auto Zone results were misfire in the 2 cylinder. Same day I
realized that car was hot, but not once did the gauge show that the car was hot! I only realized it
was hot when car started to run slow, had trouble getting speed, seemed sluggish. So we
checked under the hood and it was so low on water, we put water and headed home. We had a
compression test done, by our neighbor, test showed that all four spark plugs had good
compression, 1 had , 2 had , 3 had and 4 had So our neighbor who is a mechanic, told us okay
now we can invest money in cause your engine is okay, so we got a new radiator, they put that
in and we bought new spark plugs cause of the 2 misfire, reading that we had got earlier. We
were so happy car ran fine, had power, sounded great! So we took it for a test drive, we drove
about 30 miles, car ran so good we were so happy, next morning we woke up and went another
20 miles came home and car would not start, my husband said well it must be that we need
spark plug wires, cause it turned over but it seemed to not be getting fire. These are things I
heard him saying to the neighbor, and workers at auto zone, so it never started again. We had it
towed and now we are told that a head gasket is blown and I have water and coolant in the oil.
Aye, I have been so stressed out this is my only car. Don't know what my next move is, sorry for
all of those out there who have had problems with their cars, If I did something like ignore a
problem on my car, then I wouldn't feel so bad, but I took care of my car and fixed it when ever it
needed anything. Known issue, search the forums. Head gaskets blow at or about miles. I put in
a remanufactured engine from nissan. I spoke with the parts guy and he said that the problem
has not even been fixed in the remanufactured ones. I also have contacts that are nissan
engineers in the states. They even said this was a known issue and why the engine was
retooled in Buyer beware of all 2. Update from Aug 6, Oh couple other things. New radiator due
to breaking the overflow tube while pulling the alternator. Removed the precat before it could
fall apart into the cylinders. This is the Head gasket failing and leaking fluid into the cylinder.
Funny part is you see the pre s all over the place. On the day I picked up my engine there were 2
altimas up on the rack and their engines on the floor for the same problem. Took my Nissan

Altima to the shop again for the check engine light. The shop has informed me that I have a
blown head gasket. I have no idea what to do. I still owe on the car. By reading these complaints
my car has been having the SAME issues for over a year. I am highly upset on many levels. I will
say this at this moment I have no idea what I am going to do. I drive an 02 altima fully loaded. I
love the car, and it was awesome The first thing to go out was the Cat. As of may of the oil in my
car started disappearing. No leaks Check engine light has BEEN on I've had my throttle body
replaced, the 02 sensor twice within the past 3 months, the crankshaft position sensor, the
radiator, all spark plugs 4 times, and all to find out it's a stupid blown gasket which I have to
have them ALL replaced. And now, my fuses are going out. I am immobile and like another
person on here, I just paid it off and it's the only transportation I have Stupid Nissan. But thanks
to everyone else on here I know what the issue is. No more Nissan for me. I can't believe this
car would fall apart at such low mileage. I always serviced it on time or early. I've read
everybody else's problems and I'm falling into the same sad story. Once this car is fixed I'm
dumping it. Here is my grocery list of pain! Keep in mind this is all in one visit for an engine
light Head gasket 2. Complete airbag replacement drivers side back 5. Rear brakes. I would like
Nissan to be held accountable in a class action lawsuit for what they know I have had about 20
cars or more and this nissan altima 2. When you first start it up in the morning it would run a
little rough, but after it ran for a while it would smooth it self ouit. Then the engine light would
start coming on and it would sputter as if it was going to cut off. We took it to the Nissan
dealership and they did a diagnostic and said the head gasket has a small crack in it, but the car
never showed signs of overheating. They said the car was fixed and come pick it up. We picked
the car up and about a mile up the road we smelled smoke. We pulled over and open the hood
and saw that oil was leaking from where the mechanics did not put the head gasket on right. We
took it back they kept it another week and said the problem was fixed. We picked it up again and
when we got home it still has an oil leak and also coolant was leaking from the radiator. We took
it back again and they replaced the radiator, don't know how the radiator got a hole in it and
they worked on the oil leak. After they fixed these problems, the car started back running rough
and losing power which was very dangerous the battery began to get weak, so we replaced the
battery but that did not solve the problem. We took it back again and left it with them for two
weeks and they replaced the battery with a Nissan Battery and it seemed to stay charged but the
car is still running rough and stalling in traffic. The engine light still comes on. This is getting
ridiculous. We are going to call Nissan back. I don't know why they did not send a letter or put
on news for a recall. We have spent too much money on this car for it to be doing this. The body
looks good, but the reliability sucks. I took my Altima 2. He said it was due to low coolant and
there was no external leak, which he immediately knew was a leaking head gasket confirmed
with a compression test. He refused to do any more work on it at that point since he had had
several other Altimas come in with same symptoms but then have the engine fail
catastrophically after he changed the gasket. I was a bit skeptical until I got home and did a web
search for " Altima engine problems", which brought me here and about a hundred other
places. I checked the oil and it was about a quart low as well, despite a change not too long
before. So I am obviously having the same engine failure due to the faulty pre-catalytic
converter that everyone else has reported here. There is little point in going into more detail. I'll
agree with another poster that it appears that just about every Altima 2. I'm just going to keep
adding coolant and oil and use it for local trips until it completely stops since I can't sell it to
someone in good conscience. I seem to be headed down the road i
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n the same direction. It began with my engine shaking at idle and then I went through oil oil
nearly empty when I caught it but could find no leaks. Now my heater blows cold air at idle. I
suspected a thermostat or coolant problem but not a blown head gasket and cat. I considered
buying another Nissan but not now. Having reviewed the internet, my Altima problems seem
common. What can we do?! If you own one, trade it in for a Honda, Toyota, or Subaru. If you
have a for-profit service, contact us. Most Common Solutions: replace gasket 20 reports replace
engine 15 reports not sure 9 reports replace 3 reports head cylinder rebuilt 1 reports. Find
something helpful? Spread the word. Share on Facebook Retweet this page Email this page.
Find a good Nissan mechanic Read reviews of repair shops in your area. Enter your zip code: A
free service from CarTalk. Send Comment Add Complaint. Comment Disabled Add Complaint.
Search CarComplaints. Not what you are looking for? Search for something else:.

