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In the world of Corvettes, some are known as "first and last" cars. That's because they combine
features that made their initial and final appearances during the same model year. Examples of
that include the '62 Corvette, which was the first year for the cube small-block V-8 but the last
year of the first-generation Corvette platform; and the '65 Vette, whose standard-features list
included four-wheel disc brakes for the first time and a new big-block option come spring , and
whose option sheet carried the last of the Rochester mechanically fuel-injected V-8s. Another
"first and last" year for the Corvette was The aging C3 platform got new features that included
the first-ever onboard computer Delco's "Computer Command Control" unit and the first
composite rear leaf spring, while the "lasts" included carburetors, manual transmissions and
the Turbo , as well as the St. Louis Assembly Plant itself. For '81, they were adapted to the
Corvette's only available engine, the L81 hp small-block V Also, lightweight magnesium valve
covers replaced the previous steel ones in the name of weight savings. In back, the multi-leaf
steel leaf-spring bundle that had been a Corvette mainstay since '63 was now gone. Replacing it
was a new composite single-leaf spring that not only shaved some 33 pounds off the C3's tail
end, but also did away with the leaf-on-leaf metal binding that resulted in ride harshness. For
'82, "Cross-Fire Injection" would replace the Rochester Quadrajet, and the R4 overdrive
automatic would succeed the Turbo as Corvette's automatic gearbox. Manual transmissions
wouldn't reappear as factory Corvette features until after the '84 model run was underway.
There was a drop, but only down to 40, That meant that there were still plenty of buyers for the
"grand touring" car that Corvette had become during the '70s. One of those, a customer living in
North Carolina, bought a St. Louis-built, Charcoal Metallic-painted Vette, but drove it sparingly.
It had just 24, miles on it when Mark Bremer found out about it in the late '90s. Though an online
ad put him in touch with the '81's owner, an old-fashioned film camera supplied the pictures that
convinced Bremer to go see this one and find the mechanic who took care of it. The C3 still
wore its original tires, but those had become flat-spotted over time-a problem Mark corrected
with a new set of series radials after he bought the Vette, but before driving it home. Like many
vintage-Vette owners, Bremer looked at how to upgrade his newly bought treasure. He took a
big step when he replaced the '81's original-equipment coil-spring front suspension with a
composite transverse leaf-spring setup from Vette Brakes and Products VBP. Bremer also
removed the stock '81 exhaust system and installed a high-output one that includes an
X-crossover pipe and 40 Series Flowmaster mufflers. When we spoke with Bremer, he was all
set to make another upgrade. Lest you think all of these changes were of the cut-and-hack,
impossible-to-return-to-stock variety, Bremer says they aren't. I keep everything that's been
taken off stored properly. There's one more change that Bremer made to his 'one done about six
years ago that you've likely noticed by now. To hear Mark say it, it wasn't that easy a choice.
Now that he has his C3 the way he wants it, how's this car to drive? Let Bremer explain. I love it.
And it's a car that, not surprisingly, attracts plenty of attention. That's what I think about when I
think of Corvettes,'" he says. I've had people say, 'You're a veterinarian! Should you want to
make a late-third-generation Corvette your first or next Vette, Bremer has this advice: "Find a
good car to start with. Don't go out and buy the cheapest car that you find, because it's going to
cost you a lot more in the long run. Bremer's shark is a St. Louis-built car, which brings up
another "first and last" fact about the '81 Corvette. Louis Assembly Plant producing Corvettes
until August 1. That's when St. Time: NA Current Mileage: 60, Check out a Chevy Corvette that
with one look takes us back to the summer of all over again. See how this V8 powered sports
car looks as good as it did when it came of the showroom floor 32 years ago! These two '81
vette coupes, marked the very end and the very beginning, all at the same time. Read all about
the fully restored Chevrolet Corvette that has won numerous awards including best of show,
and much more - Vette Magazine. Check out the story of Ron DeSmedt, owner of the
Contemporary Corvette boneyard in Bristol, Pennsylvania who got a call one day from a guy
about a Chevy Corvette with original miles on it in Corvette Fever Magazine. View Full Gallery.
View Full Image. Connect With Us. Get Latest News and Articles. Newsletter Sign Up. Related
Articles. There's a lot to be said about ultra-high-dollar rides-cars whose owners have invested
so much time and money into them that they're afraid to drive these otherwise roadworthy
masterpieces. Except this story isn't about one of those. It's about a shark that was built by
someone who was looking to do something else with his next project. That would be the
oft-maligned ''82 Corvettes, rushed into production when the General was blown away by the
Mako Shark II concept car back in This was the Corvette generation that suffered the most over
the years because of uneven early build quality, tightening Federal emission and safety
standards, and a perceived lack of what "a real Corvette" should have. Of course, that didn't
stop Vette buyers from snapping them up in increasing numbers during the mid-to-late '70s.
Cagle set out to find a red-on-red shark for a project car, and the first one he found turned out to
be a good one. Too good, in fact. I said, 'I can't destroy this car-it's in too-good shape! On eBay,

he found an interesting C3 at a shop in St. Petersburg, Florida. A call to the shop revealed that
this particular '81 had been brought in for a high-end paintjob, with all the glass, interior, and
trim removed, but the owner never came back to pick it up. It sat there for three years before the
shop owner got a mechanic's lien on it, and the State of Florida granted him a clear title to the
car. It wasn't all together, but it was altogether what Cagle was looking for, so the deal was
done. Pete, loaded it up, brought it back to my shop, and started working on it," says Cagle. For
an engine, Cagle not only had a big-block in mind, he had one in his shop. I said, 'What the
heck-I'm going to put the Jon Barrett big-block into the Corvette, and I'll give the to my son,
who'd just finished up a '72 Camaro split-bumper. But the Barrett engine had some clearance
problems, thanks to its tall valve covers topping a set of equally tall roller rockers, along with
changes Chevrolet made to the C3's engine bay after the last factory was installed in ' Farther
aft is another powertrain item that's up to the 's lb-ft of torque: a bolt rearend inside a four-link
suspension setup. Cagle says the OEM rearend housing wasn't up to the job, not with this
engine replacing the original horse L81 After some more online research, he found RaceFab's
website, which led him to the shop that made a custom four-link suspension system that
replaced the IRS and its tendency to squat under hard acceleration. Inside the bolt's housing
are Moser axles and a 3. As with any build that isn't a straight remove-and-replace job, some
other problems cropped up, which Cagle solved. One had to do with the wiring, and how to
connect a set of AutoMeter Phantom gauges to it. For the exhaust system, Cagle wanted to run
a set of side pipes, but ones that didn't look like the'69 Stingray's factory RPO N14
side-mounts-and he wanted them to match the "blackout" chrome trim he put on the body. Once
complete, Cagle had a C3 that was ready to run. What's it like to drive? I'm only running about
1,, rpm at 75 [mph], and with the four-link keeping the rear tires straight and the Steeroids rack
in the front, it drives like a dream. And it's extremely quick! For too many people, the
factory-equipped C3s from '72 onward weren't as quick as their midyear and early-shark
predecessors. Cagle says that those much-maligned third-gens are worth a look as a project
car. Check out a Chevy Corvette that with one look takes us back to the summer of all over
again. See how this V8 powered sports car looks as good as it did when it came of the
showroom floor 32 years ago! These two '81 vette coupes, marked the very end and the very
beginning, all at the same time. Read all about the fully restored Chevrolet Corvette that has
won numerous awards including best of show, and much more - Vette Magazine. Check out the
story of Ron DeSmedt, owner of the Contemporary Corvette boneyard in Bristol, Pennsylvania
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