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The cookie settings on this website are set to 'allow all cookies' to give you the very best
experience. Please click Accept Cookies to continue to use the site. The R4 transmission was
introduced by Chevrolet in to run with the model year vehicles. It was designed for truck and
larger car applications. Some examples of Chevrolet vehicles that can carry the R4 include the
Blazer, the Camaro, the Corvette, and the Impala. The R4 had a run of about 10 years before it
was upgraded to the 4L60 variant. Monster provides a heavy duty, super duty, and an Xtreme SS
model, each having a higher rating of horsepower and torque. Order Online today and get a
Monster in your ride! Total Items: Quick View. Our Quick Ship Series Transmissions include a
matching quality built torque converter. Quality Inspected for your peace of mind and ready to
ship! Most orders can be delivered in a matter of days. Add To Cart Got Questions? Give Us A
Call Quick Ship Performance R4. Vehicles with big block engines are suggested to run our
Super Duty model.. Vehicles with big block engines are suggested to run our Super Duty model.
The R4 SSMega Monster transmission is ideal for vehicles powered by engines producing up to
horsepower torque with a naturally aspirated system using pump gasoline. The R4 4x4 SSMega
Monster transmission is ideal for lifted vehicles with larger than normal tires powered by
engines producing up to horsepower torque with a naturally aspirated system using pump
gasoline. Stay Connected. Accept Cookies. The Jalopy Journal. Terms of Service. Privacy
Policy. Log in or Sign up. Atomic Industries Register now to get rid of these ads! The H. I have
been doing some research and was wondering if anyone had suggestions on lock up kits for
r4's? I have seen several I was wondering if anyone would be able to give me some direction in
regards to which to purchase. I really would like to save some money, but want to ensure that
whatever I end up getting will last and not cause something catastrophic to happen because of
chinese built parts. Formerly the Bay Area CA. This is what I used on my daily driver. Been on
the road 3 or 4 years. Gets over 20 mpg. Want to save money? Put in a non locking converter.
Same price as a lock up converter. You'll run rpm higher on the freeway depending on your
gearing. Buy a 80 Corvette brake pedal switch. Cost about 20 bux. Steves32 , Mar 31, Over a
dozen years of riding it hard, and it still works fine. No frilly fancy stuff. No extra options I don't
need or want. A price I like. If you run "normal" gears like 3. If you run something stupid, like the
factory 3. Last edited: Mar 31, Wayne C Pickhardt likes this. Mostly what Steves32 said but it
also helps to run a vacuum switch in series with the brake pedal switch. That way when you get
hard on the gas it will unlock also. Lots of info on the iternet on R4 swaps. The kits are nothing
more than a stoplight switch as mentioned above like around a 80s model vette. Old Skool
Rodder , Mar 31, Steves32 , Apr 1, I use the TCI on my 4R. I had trouble with the vacuum switch
trying to shuttle in and out of lockup when I would step on it. There is a way to adjust it, but I
disconected to vacuum line and capped of the port. Now I just use the manual switch which I
like better as I have more control over the trany. Jims35 , Apr 1, Gas mileage? It sucks! Does not
change a bit with the single axle trailer either, I think the gear and the. Lucie, FL. I want my
transmission to operate just like it's designed to do, so I settled for a wireing kit from Bowtie
Overdrives. Or, you may go with a Toggle Switch or vacuum set-up, as suggested. I have the
vacuum switch on a R4 in my Jaguar, and it does, in fact, "hunt" at certain speeds. I have dealt
with Bowtie a few times before, their Tech is the best and their prices are reasonable. Well I just
thought of something that I should have mentioned before I have not rebuilt this tranny, the
previous owner had I dont know if he somehow used or converted to an older r4 internally. What
I do not see on the side of the tranny is any kind of vacuum ports or anything, unlike my T that I
have on my plymouth which has a vacuum port. Is it correct to assume that if I dont see any
kind of vacuum setup on the outside of the tranny or any other open ports that he already did
the work for me? Does anyone have any pictures that they can share? I have tranny experience,
but have mainly worked with manuals in foreign vehicles. Rebel has the pressure operated kit,
worth the money, they do work! No I dont work for them! Old Skool Rodder , Apr 1, The first of
seven pages posted by Sumner on the R4 Trans. Read all seven. Used the info provided to set
up the R4 in my 64 Malibu. Has worked great behind the for over 5 years. Vacumn switch was a
Pic-a-Part part, cruise type brake switch was from my junk and the internal pressure switch was
new GM. Canuck , Apr 1, Wayne C Pickhardt , May 13, You must log in or sign up to reply here.
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As an Amazon Associate I earn from qualifying purchases. This transmission was produced by
General Motors, but is also sometimes known by the name Hydramatic. The R4 was used widely
on both truck platforms and rear-wheel drive car platforms. Some of the popular trucks it was
used in were the Chevrolet Blazer and Suburban and the Oldsmobile diesel. This transmission
was also used in the Chevrolet Camaro, Corvette, Impala, and many others. The R4 was first
introduced in , and served as a replacement to the TH, which was a 3 speed automatic

transmission. As is expected with all new system, especially with such a major re-design, some
design issues were present with the original release. There was constant improvement, and by
this transmission was much more robust and reliable. There was a name change to 4L60 that
occurred in , although this was essentially the same transmission. In the transmission became
electronically controlled, instead of hydraulically, and the name became 4L60E. For the
purposes of this article, the focus will be pre-electronic control. At this time, all of the regular
R4, or 4L60 transmissions began to be phased out, and none are available in that format any
longer. This transmission was very popular and considered one of the best of ever produced.
Two of the key reasons for its popularity were the improved fuel consumption and the 3. This is
a much lower ratio than what was common, and provides good acceleration from a stop and is
also good for off-road driving. As mentioned, the R4 was a 4 speed automatic transmission.
When the transmission was renamed to 4L60 in , this naming convention provided a number of
key characteristics about this transmission. The 4 indicates that it is a 4-speed transmission.
The L denotes that the transmission is longitudinally positioned. The 60 indicates that the
transmission is rated for applications up to lbs gross vehicle weight GVW. The amount of
torque that this can handle will vary based on year of production, but one website states that
the max engine torque is lb-ft with a max gearbox torque of lb-ft. The gearing that was used was
3. The reverse gear in this transmission is 2. The R4 case is a single piece constructed of cast
aluminum. The transmission is The transmission holds a total of approximately 11 quarts of
transmission fluid. This transmission was introduced in as a replacement for the TH
transmission, with the primary goal of improving fuel economy. The name changed in to 4L60,
while the most significant change came in when the electronically controlled transmissions
were introduced. This was essentially the end of the R4, or 4L60, as we knew it. The R4
transmission is an automatic transmission that was found in GMC and Chevrolet cars and
trucks. It was developed with the aim of improving fuel economy in cars, and it achieved this
goal thanks to the overdrive it featured. Over the years, the transmission has had a change of
name, and there have been significant upgrades to its build. The R4, also known as Turbo
Hydra-Matic, is a 4-speed automatic transmission that was launched by General Motors in the
early s. It is an upgrade to the 3-speed TH automatic transmission and older models of
rear-wheel-drive cars. This overdrive allowed sports cars and pickup trucks that came with it to
be more affordable to drive. The R4 transmission was used in cars between and Specifically, it
could be found in trucks and rear-wheel-drive cars including:. That being the case, the
widespread use of the R4 4L60 was Also, the Corvette, Camaro, and Typhoon were the vehicles
to feature the last production of the R4. The R4 transmission is made from cast aluminium,
which adds to its sturdiness and ruggedness. The tail shaft housing is connected to the main
case by four bolts, and the bolt spacing is comparable to that of the THM transmission.
Dimensions of the R4 are:. That aside, there was a K-case R4 transmission, and this was the R4
with the label K on its case. The R4 transmission first gear, second gear, third gear, fourth gear,
and reverse gear are 3. Its lower first gear ratio provides excellent performance for low vehicle
speeds. The torque that can be handled by a R4 transmission varies depending on its
production year. Nonetheless, you can expect a max engine torque around lb-ft and a max
gearbox torque of lb-ft. Like other automatic transmissions, the R4 transmission problems are
also evident in certain cases. Some of these issues include:. A notable issue of the R4
transmission is overheating. Usually, the vehicles that use this transmission produce high
power output and are put to extreme use, which could lead to overheating. The overheating of
the ATF could cause damage to the internal components of the car. On the other hand, this
problem can easily be avoided by installing an auxiliary transmission cooler. This input shaft
was unable to handle much torque; hence, it was not a surprise when it broke down.
Nonetheless, 30 spline shafts were used in Chevrolet small-block V8s , and this helped to give
this sturdy gearbox more reliability. Dirty transmission fluid in the R4 governor can cause the
springs located in the governor to be inoperable. If this happens, the vehicle could experience
delayed shifts. However, regular servicing of the R4 can keep this problem at bay. However,
there was an enhancement to the 4L60 in where it was electronically controlled instead of
hydraulically with a TV cable. Here, electronic controls replaced its hydraulic shifting system,
and the transmission was called the 4L60E. Specific updates were made to the R4 transmission
after its launch. Some of these were:. Instead of 27 spline input shaft, the R4 latter featured 30
spline input shaft as found in the TH transmissions. This upgrade was made in , and it
combated the common failure point of the transmission. Also, internal components such as the
oil pump housing and ring gear were updated in the R4 between , and this ended with an
auxiliary valve body for s in The R4, after being renamed to the 4L60, featured electronic
controls that replaced its hydraulic shifting system. These shifts in gears were then made
possible by transmitting a signal to a shift solenoid. The R4 is one of the best automatic

transmissions that was launched by General Motors. It was renamed to the 4L60, and the latter
also became a popular transmission name. Today, more enhanced transmissions have been
launched, and they can still find their roots to the R4. Nonetheless, there are still transmission
problems you need to be wary of to ensure your transmission stands the test of time. GearStar
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