2009 gmc sierra cruise control not working

Cruise control reduces stress and fatigue on long drives, but if the system isn't working
properly, it can become dangerous. If your vehicle's cruise control isn't working, one of the
following nine issues may be the root cause. Cruise control is a system to maintain vehicle
speed without direct driver input. However, this alone does not start the cruise control. When
vehicle speed increases or decreases due to wind or hills, for example , the CCM decreases or
increases throttle body opening accordingly. By modulating engine speed, the CCM can
maintain your desired cruising speed on the highway. Throttle body control has changed over
the years. Early systems used a vacuum motor and cable, but these eventually changed over to
electric motors. Most recently, with the development of drive-by-wire or electronic throttle
control systems ETCS , cruise control is built into the engine control module ECM , which
controls the throttle body electronically. Basic cruise control systems still require the driver to
pay attention to changing road and traffic conditions. Adaptive cruise control systems,
sometimes called "smart" cruise, use radar or laser detection to maintain safe distances from
vehicles ahead. Some adaptive cruise control systems merely reduce engine speed to maintain
distance, but some of the newest adaptive cruise control systems can also engage the brakes to
slow or stop the vehicle. Still, even with adaptive cruise control, it's important that drivers never
take their eyes off the road. There are a few basic ways that cruise control can fail, depending
on how the system is designed. You may not be able to do much about ETCS cruise control
systems, but there are a few things you can check:. Brake Light Switch â€” As cruise control is
automatically cancelled by depressing the brake, some vehicles may disengage cruise control if
it cannot detect the brake light switch. Brake Lights â€” In some systems, cruise control is
disabled when a brake light is blown. Aftermarket lighting, such as LED brake light conversion,
might trick the CCM into thinking a brake light is blown, as LED bulbs draw less current than
incandescent bulbs. Fuses and Relays â€” On some vehicles, fuses and relays are used to
protect the cruise control actuator circuit. Spiral Cable â€” Many vehicles mount the cruise
control switch on the steering wheel. A faulty spiral cable may have an open circuit, preventing
the switch from contacting the CCM. Control Switch â€” If the internal contacts wear out, the
cruise control switch may not be able to contact the CCM. This might disable cruise control
completely, or it might not react to the cancel or accelerate functions. Check Engine Light â€”
On some modern vehicles, particularly those equipped with ETCS, cruise control may be
disabled if there is an engine or transmission problem. Vacuum Leak â€” Some older vehicles
used vacuum actuators to control the throttle body during cruise control operation. A vacuum
leak might cause the engine to idler higher or set a fuel trim code. Electrical Problems â€” As
most cruise control systems use electrical or electronic components, any diagnosis should
include a thorough check of source voltage, wiring harnesses, and connectors. Anything loose
or broken could disable the system entirely. A faulty cruise control system may not cancel on
demand, which will create a safety hazard for you and those around you. After assessing your
cruise control yourself, take your vehicle to a trusted mechanic for a check or a couple
diagnosis and repair. Benjamin Jerew. Benjamin Jerew is an ASE-certified Master Automobile
Technician with over a decade of experience in auto repair, maintenance, and diagnosis.
Updated August 31, GMC Sierra owners have reported 10 problems related to cruise control
under the vehicle speed control category. The most recently reported issues are listed below.
Also please check out the statistics and reliability analysis of GMC Sierra based on all problems
reported for the Sierra Tl the contact owns a GMC Sierra While driving 75 mph with the cruise
control activated, the vehicle decelerated without warning. The vehicle was pulled over to the
side of the road, waited approximately twenty minutes, and restarted the vehicle. The vehicle
was taken to findlay Chevrolet Buick GMC , located at laughlin view dr, bullhead city, az to be
diagnosed, but the failure could not be duplicated. The manufacturer was made aware of the
failure and stated that it would be investigated. The contact was not called back. The failure
mileage was approximately 26, See all problems of the GMC Sierra Entering a highway from a
stop, proceeded to accelerate normally and gradually. After approx. I tried to tap the pedal to
release it, but had no effect. I turned the cruise control on then off did not set a speed and had
no effect. I depressed the brakes fairly hard which slowed the truck down, but that did not
release the gas pedal; as soon as I left off the brakes, the truck again accelerated at full speed.
Alternating between the brakes and tapping the gas pedal eventually unstuck the gas pedal.
Note that my 'speed' was mph when I was able to unstuck the gas pedal. I stated the incident
occurred at approx 15mph, the speed when shifting between first and second. Intermittently,
when applying the brakes to stop for a red light, the engine wants to keep the vehicle going at
the same speed and fights the brake so the vehicle cannot stop. Shifting the gear shift into
neutral allows the brakes to work but the engine rpm revs up to rpm for about 15 seconds
before dropping to idle. If the driver didn't apply the brakes hard enough or shift into neutral, the
vehicle would overpower the brakes and drive into anything ahead. Analogy: it acts as if the

cruise control was on and it's not and tried to keep the same forward speed no matter the brake
application. Dealer cannot reproduce the problem, no alert warning light. Some times, going at
highway speed, taking foot off accelerator and expecting vehicle to start slowing down, it stays
at same speed for about 15 seconds before dropping rpms. This has been happening,
intermittently, for a few months. Mark porter gm superstore in pomeroy, OH sold me a new truck
with unresolved recalls in December , one being gm recall The engine in my truck failed on
January 1, , and the recalls were disclosed to me when the truck was towed in for repair,
approximately 2 weeks after purchase. The aforementioned safety recall is in reference to a
potential transfer case selector malfunction. After repair of the recall, I had a malfunction of the
transfer case selector, except it became stuck in 4 wheel drive, instead of shifting to neutral. I
had also been experiencing issues with the cruise control, which I asked them to address while
it was in there for the 4 wheel drive selector problem. The service dept reset the 4wd selector
again, and told me that my cruise control issue was related to the 4wd issue. I still have issues
with the cruise control, and have requested a buy back. It has been approximately 5 weeks
since I informed them that I feel my vehicle is unsafe, and nobody has made any effort to help at
all. I would like to return my vehicle for a full refund, as well as I would like to see the dealership
fined for selling me a vehicle with an unresolved safety recall. I feel this is unacceptable on their
behalf. First, my speakers go off and on as they please. The driver side door speaker is the only
one that stays on consistently, and it has nothing to do with hitting bumps or anything else.
Second, my power looks have gone out. My key fob will still work them and they still lock and
unlock when truck is moved between park and drive. But the buttons on the door do not work.
I've replaced all the fuses, and still, nothing. Third, my cruise control is going out. On a long
drive I used it for half and then the other half it wouldn't even try to come back on. A few days
later it worked again. The brake pedal was unusally stiff then all of a sudden the engine revved
to over rpm's and starting to move forward. I had my foot pushed firmly on the brake and the
vehicle remained revving and moving forward. I quickly put it in park and turned off vehicle.
Started back up and no issues on remaining drive. Cruise control was not engaged. Vehicle has
less than miles on it. Second report - sudden acceleration. On December 20, I was traveling to
visit friends. While on highway I set the cruise control for 70 mph. I exited the freeway and
traveled approximately 5 miles on city streets. Upon entering a bedroom township known for
speed traps I attempted to engage the cruise control for 30 mph. When pressing the cruise
control to set the speed I was traveling 30 mph the truck down shifted and accelerated rapidly to
rpm. I immediately tapped the brake and the cruise control disengaged. This is the second time
for this truck to down shift and accelerate rapidly. A previous report was made in November The
contact owns a GMC Sierra On January 20, , while driving 65 mph with the cruise control
activated, the contact attempted to decelerate, but the vehicle failed to respond. The vehicle
accelerated to 80 mph and the contact called the highway patrol for assistance. They informed
him to apply the brakes, but that did not work. They then informed him to pull off on the next
exit. The contact exited the highway, pulled into a parking lot, and circled around until the
vehicle decelerated to 35 mph. He was then able to shut off the vehicle. He waited several
minutes before restarting the vehicle and drove around the parking lot until he felt confident
that the failure would not recur. He has not yet notified a dealer or mechanic about the failure.
The failure mileage was 57, and current mileage is 60, Cruise control does not work
properly,when descending down a hill,the truck picks up speed,there is no hold back,it just like
it free wheels. Cruise control does not hold back in down hill decent,it just free wheels, set at 45
mph,it will go to 60 or faster until you put on the brakes. Car Problems. Vehicle Speed Control
problems. Accelerator Stuck problems. Fail To Accelerate problems. Speed Control Cable
problems. Accelerator Pedal problems. Accelerator Pedal Sensor problems. Car Accelerates On
Its Own problems. Speed Control Linkage problems. Cruise control reduces stress and fatigue
on long drives, but if the system isn't working properly, it can become dangerous. If your
vehicle's cruise control isn't working, one of the following nine issues may be the root cause.
Cruise control is a system to maintain vehicle speed without direct driver input. However, this
alone does not start the cruise control. When vehicle speed increases or decreases due to wind
or hills, for example , the CCM decreases or increases throttle body opening accordingly. By
modulating engine speed, the CCM can maintain your desired cruising speed on the highway.
Throttle body control has changed over the years. Early systems used a vacuum motor and
cable, but these eventually changed over to electric motors. Most recently, with the
development of drive-by-wire or electronic throttle control systems ETCS , cruise control is built
into the engine control module ECM , which controls the throttle body electronically. Basic
cruise control systems still require the driver to pay attention to changing road and traffic
conditions. Adaptive cruise control systems, sometimes called "smart" cruise, use radar or
laser detection to maintain safe distances from vehicles ahead. Some adaptive cruise control

systems merely reduce engine speed to maintain distance, but some of the newest adaptive
cruise control systems can also engage the brakes to slow or stop the vehicle. Still, even with
adaptive cruise control, it's important that drivers never take their eyes off the road. There are a
few basic ways that cruise control can fail, depending on how the system is designed. You may
not be able to do much about ETCS cruise control systems, but there are a few things you can
check:. Brake Light Switch â€” As cruise control is automatically cancelled by depressing the
brake, some vehicles may disengage cruise control if it cannot detect the brake light switch.
Brake Lights â€” In some systems, cruise control is disabled when a brake light is blown.
Aftermarket lighting, such as LED brake light conversion, might trick the CCM into thinking a
brake light is blown, as LED bulbs draw less current than incandescent bulbs. Fuses and Relays
â€” On some vehicles, fuses and relays are used to protect the cruise control actuator circuit.
Spiral Cable â€” Many vehicles mount the cruise control switch on the steering wheel. A faulty
spiral cable may have an open circuit, preventing the switch from contacting the CCM. Control
Switch â€” If the internal contacts wear out, the cruise control switch may not be able to contact
the CCM. This might disable cruise control completely, or it might not react to the cancel or
accelerate functions. Check Engine Light â€” On some modern vehicles, particularly those
equipped with ETCS, cruise control may be disabled if there is an engine or transmission
problem. Vacuum Leak â€” Some older vehicles used vacuum actuators to control the throttle
body during cruise control operation. A vacuum leak might cause the engine to idler higher or
set a fuel trim code. Electrical Problems â€” As most cruise control systems use electrical or
electronic components, any diagnosis should include a thorough check of source voltage,
wiring harnesses, and connectors. Anything loose or broken could disable the system entirely.
A faulty cruise control system may not cancel on demand, which will create a safety hazard for
you and those around you. After assessing your cruise control yourself, take your vehicle to a
trusted mechanic for a check or a couple diagnosis and repair. Benjamin Jerew. Benjamin
Jerew is an ASE-certified Master Automobile Technician with over a decade of experience in
auto repair, maintenance, and diagnosis. Updated August 31, G A answered 4 years ago. Does
the horn honk? Cruise works now. It appears to be an intermittent issue. Yes my horn works
too. But the other day my keyless entry quit and and now it works. Could these two be related?
Start checking the main power distribution connections, make sure none of them show burning.
Already did. Everything looks as it should. I'm thinking it may be a control module. BCM failures
usually stop all of the accessories not just a few, but today anything is possible, possibly the
dealer can reflash the system. Cruise control quit working. Light doesn't even come on in the
dash. Simply does not work. I've had GM vehicles with cruise controls, so I know how to
operate the cruise. Just need the steps to begin troubleshooting why it's not
cobalt spark plugs
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working. Hi I recently bought a used drivers door for my gmc sierra it same door came off of a
gmc truck fits perfect but it has a different wiring connector what or how can I go about fixing
thi On a windy day and in cruise control tranny will slip out of gear and when gas is pressed it
will returned to normal just replaced tranny 5 months ago with used tranny. I have a different
car. Content submitted by Users is not endorsed by CarGurus, does not express the opinions of
CarGurus, and should not be considered reviewed, screened, or approved by CarGurus. Please
refer to CarGurus Terms of Use. Content will be removed if CarGurus becomes aware that it
violates our policies. Cruise control on 06 Sierra. Report Follow. Mark helpful. Your Answer:.
Upload Photo Photo optional. Related Questions. Start a new GMC Sierra question. Sell Your
Car Yourself With a simple, secure transaction. Get Started. CarGurus Experts. Know more,
shop wisely Search. Related Models For Sale. Used Cars for Sale.

