2004 grand am fuel filter

One of the worst problems that can happen to your Pontiac Grand Prix is a bad fuel filter. When
the filter goes bad, it can limit the amount of fuel that enters the engine. Without fuel, the vehicle
will not run at all. With that in mind, most of the symptoms of a bad fuel filter revolve around the
vehicle stalling out. Fuel filters have been making a rearward progression for the last 50 years,
literally. It looked like a little pill, and it would be quick and easy to replace. This was in the era
of carbureted vehicles. Fuel injection requires higher fuel pressure. Higher fuel pressure meant
that a more robust fuel filter would be required. This meant the fuel filter was no longer left
under the hood. It was put in the steel fuel line, between the gas tank and engine bay. These fuel
filters were more reliable, but they also were tougher to change. Repairing them means getting
under the vehicle and disconnecting steel fittings. The good news is, no matter how old your
Grand Prix is, the symptoms of a bad fuel filter are universal. And, fuel filters are cheap. Before
taking anything apart, check to see if your engines computer has any trouble codes saved in it.
The engine may throw a P trouble code. Any trouble codes that exist could be a clue.
Sometimes when there is low fuel pressure, you may also get an oxygen sensor related trouble
code as well. The real issue with diagnosing a bad fuel filter is that it resembles many other
vehicular issues in terms of symptoms. Typically, if you are heading up a hill or accelerating the
engine may start to feel like it is just running out of steam. Now, a bad fuel filter can also feel a
heck of a lot like a bad catalytic converter. Both conditions will make the motor feel like it is
running out of wind when you hit the gas. A bad catalytic converter will not feel as jarring. If you
are unsure, check out this article on troubleshooting catalytic converters. If you get P or P
trouble codes with a scanner, it very well may be the catalytic converter causing these
symptoms. One of the best indicators of a clogged fuel filter is going to be that the your Grand
Prix is difficult to start. If your car is difficult to start, a clogged fuel filter would probably not be
the place to start looking, especially if you are getting no trouble code for fuel pressure or the
oxygen sensors. It could certainly cause the problem though. A fuel pump that is going out is
going to feel the same as a bad fuel filter. This makes telling if you have a bad fuel pump vs bad
fuel filter very challenging. How do you tell them apart? A clogged fuel filter will have high
pressure on its input side and low pressure on its output side. They are both going to cause the
same hesitation at high speed and difficulty starting. The only way to truly tell is to place a fuel
pressure gauge on both sides of the line and get a reading from both. A priming fuel pump
sounds like a high-pitched whine for a few seconds and can be heard with a sharp engine right
after the ignition key is turned, but before the starter is engaged. The symptoms of a bad fuel
pump match a lot of other common problems that can occur in the Pontiac Grand Prix. Testing
the filter and pressure on each side of it are going to be the quickest ways to rule it out. If there
is anything you would like to add, please leave a comment below. Good luck! Hard to Start
Engine One of the best indicators of a clogged fuel filter is going to be that the your Grand Prix
is difficult to start. I have a Pontiac Grand Am. Where is the fuel filter located? Back by the tank
under drivers side of the car. Was this answer. It has , miles on it. And has been slugish on
accelerating and around corners. Goes away when engine gets warmer. Underneath the vehicle.
Follow the fuel lines till you see the filter. The fuel lines will be steel tubing running underneath
the vehicle to the fuel tank. Where is the fuel filter located and is it hard to change? Hello, Where
is the fuel filter located in a Pontiac Grand Am? Would a bad fuel filter cuase the car not to
start? In the back, next to the fuel tank. It would have to be very plugged to keep the car from
starting at all. Need to test for fuel pressure at the test port on the fuel line undere the hood with
the proper gauge high pressure Was this answer. Your fuel filter is located in line just as the
fuel exits the tank. If you crawl up underneath the car you will see it right after the fuel tank
towards the front of the car. You can find it at under the rear of the car, just in front of the gas
tank. You will see the gas lines from the tank and the filter about inches long centraly located.
Depending on the amount of corrosion will be the only factor how easily it will be to change.
Spray the connections with some anti-seize and wait a few minutes. Should be good. If the lines
are really corroded you may break them loosening the connections. The fuel filter is at the back
of the fuel tank. You will have two lines connecting to it. Look near the rear of the engine on the
passenger wide for the pressure release valve and release the fuel pressure. Then disconnect
the inlet line the one without the nut sing a special tool which you can get at almost any auto
part store for a few bucks. Once you get it loose you should just be able to unscrew the filter by
hand. Installation is in the reverse order. Start the car it may take a few tries to build fuel
pressure again. I hope this helps. Also remember to check for leaks before driving the car. Any
leak will be obvious when you turn the ignition on and the fuel pump starts to work normally
withing 10 secs. Look near the rear of the engine on the passenger side for the pressure release
valve and release the fuel pressure. How do I change the fuel filter Was this answer. Look at the
new one they differ I think yours is held in by push clips and is very easy to install. It should be
self explainetary when you look at the new one. Where is the fuel filter located on a Pontiac

Grand am Gt with 86, miles and a 3. Its located between the gas tank and rear suspension assy.
Good Luck! Recently I've been having trouble starting up the car. I turn the key and the car
cranks, the engine starts up and runs then dies a second later. I know it can't be the spark plugs
because they were changed at , miles. My hunch is that the fuel filter needs to be changed.
Because when I leave the key in the "on" position, I can hear the electric fuel pump working. Its
gotten worse since the air is cold. If I am right where is the fuel filter located? The dashboard is
completely dead. When the car is on all that works is the milage guage. The speedometer,
tackometer, water temp, and fuel gauge are stuck in a random position and the water temp light
as well as the fuel warning light are stuck on. What needs to be done to get this fixed? These
engines are fussy. When the plugs get changed, I always recommend the spark plug boots get
done at the same time because of the exact problem you have. Coil housings have a big issue
on these as well. The instrument cluster may need replaced based on your description, Did you
check fuses? I "think" the fuel filter in in the rear behind the fuel tank. There is a evap cannister
that has a bolt or two that needs to come down first. Please login or register to post a reply. It Is
Not The What Else Could It Be? Warm Or Cold? The Noise Only Last Mins. And Only Does It
Every Sponsored links. Ask a Car Question. It's Free! A fuel pressure regulator determines the
correct amount of fuel to be delivered to the fuel rail. The fuel is then injected into the engine for
combustion. When the fuel pressure regulator is clogged with debris or is damaged, it can limit
the amount of fuel entering the fuel rail, causing hesitation within the engine and loss of
performance. However, you can check or change the fuel pressure regulator yourself in less
than one hour. Relieve the fuel system pressure. On V-6 and 2. Place a rag at the end of the rail
and press the small port with a small flat-head screwdriver to release the pressure. Disconnect
the fuel return line from the pressure regulator, located at the end of the fuel rail using a
wrench. Unscrew the fasteners attaching the fuel pressure regulator to the fuel rail using a Torx
screwdriver. Pull the regulator from the fuel rail. Inspect the inlet and outlet fittings for debris or
cracked O-rings. If the fuel pressure regulator has been diagnosed as the problem, it should be
replaced rather than checked and cleaned. Remove the old O-ring on the fuel pressure regulator
with a small flat-head screwdriver if you are reusing the old regulator. Coat the new O-ring with
motor oil and slide it onto the fitting on the regulator. Remove the old O-ring from the fuel return
line with a small flat-head screwdriver. Coat the new O-ring and place it on the fitting at the end
of the fuel return line. Insert the fuel pressure regulator into the end of the fuel rail and tighten
the regulator fasteners with a Torx screwdriver. Plug in the electrical connection for the fuel
pump near the fuel tank on 2. Eric Grosso has been a journalist since , working as a staff
reporter covering government events, school districts, sporting events and entertainment acts.
Grosso holds a Bachelor of Arts in telecommunications and journalism from Youngstown State
University. Step 1 Relieve the fuel system pressure. Step 2 Disconnect the fuel return line from
the pressure regulator, located at the end of the fuel rail using a wrench. Step 3 Pull the vacuum
hose from the port on the pressure regulator. Step 4 Unscrew the fasteners attaching the fuel
pressure regulator to the fuel rail using a Torx screwdriver. Step 5 Inspect the inlet and outlet
fittings for debris or cracked O-rings. Step 6 Remove the old O-ring on the fuel pressure
regulator with a small flat-head screwdriver if you are reusing the old regulator. Step 7 Remove
the old O-ring from the fuel return line with a small flat-head screwdriver. Step 8 Attach the fuel
return line to the fuel pressure regulator with a wrench. Step 9 Insert the fuel pressure regulator
into the end of the fuel rail and tighten the regulator fasteners with a Torx screwdriver. Step 10
Attach the vacuum hose to the port on the fuel pressure regulator. Haynes and Jay Storer; Skip
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