2003 ford escape transmission shift solenoid

Common symptoms of wear or failure that help to identify shift control solenoid malfunctions
include the illumination of the check engine light and shifting problems with an automatic
transmission. Shifting problems may take the form of erratic shifting, an inability to downshift,
or a severe delay in shifting that leaves your vehicle stuck in neutral. Be cautious of an
improper diagnosis of wiring and sensors, as this can cause unneeded replacement of shift
solenoids. Electrical issues and dirty fluid can cause changes in the transmission fluid pressure
that lead to solenoid problems. Erratic shifting is when the gearbox can skip a gear in either
direction, repeatedly shift between gears, or get jammed. Dirty fluids sometimes cause a shift
solenoid to become stuck in the open or closed position. If the solenoid is stuck, fluid can't
enter the transmission valve body and pressurize the appropriate gear. The way to recognize
this problem is to check for an inability to downshift. Solenoid problems can delay gear
engagement, either because the solenoid is stuck or because electrical problems are sending
too much or insufficient electricity. In most cases, solenoid issues trigger an error code that
lights up the check engine light. This is because solenoids are a part of the electrical system
that runs through a vehicle. Use a scan tool to access the error codes in the electrical system
that identify the specific problem. More From Reference. Mailing a Letter to Japan? Estate
Planning How to Probate a Will. A typical automatic transmission uses a number of different
solenoids for different purposes. A modern-day transmission uses solenoids to engage and
shift gears, called shift solenoids, which are normally mounted to the transmission valve body.
Did you know? As the name suggests, shift solenoids are used to control gear engagement and
gear shifts. It works something like thisâ€¦ When the Engine Control Module ECM or
Transmission Control Module TCM determines it is time to shift to a different gear, or when the
driver manually shifts the transmission , electrical pulses cause the appropriate shift solenoid
valve to open. The opening of the solenoid allows transmission fluid to flow to the bands and
clutches to effect the desired gear shift. The fluid provides the pressure needed to apply the
bands and clutches to engage the gear. The best way to explain what transmission solenoids do
is to describe the different solenoids that are used in an automatic transmission. The following
describes the different solenoids along with their functions. Also included are problem
symptoms, repair information, parts and estimated repair costs. There primary problem
symptoms of a faulty shift solenoid are delayed shifts, no downshifts and erratic shifts. A faulty
shift solenoid can cause delayed shifts of a few seconds or up to one minute or longer. These
shift delays can occur when you first shift the transmission into a gear and when the
transmission is shifting between gears. When the vehicle comes to a complete stop the
transmission downshifts into first gear. A faulty shift solenoid can cause the transmission to
downshift uncontrollably in other words at random times or not downshift at all, even when
coming to a complete stop. This can be described as shifting into the wrong gear, skipping the
intended gear and shifting back and forth between two gears. Once it is determined that you
have a failed transmission shift solenoid the only repair is to replace the faulty part. NOTE: On
some transmission models, the solenoids are part of a solenoid pack. In these instances, you
must replace the entire solenoid pack. The cost for transmission solenoid replacement depends
heavily on the type of vehicle you drive. Where you get the work done, whether at a local auto
repair shop, car dealership or you do-it-yourself , also factors heavily into the cost of repair. If
you replace the solenoid yourself, the parts supplier you purchase the solenoid or solenoid
pack from will factor into your final cost. Below are transmission solenoid replacement costs for
four different vehicles. Use this information to give you a rough idea of what your cost might be.
Normally the transmission fluid that is drained from the pan when replacing a solenoid or
solenoid pack is reused. When the transmission is in fail safe mode, the vehicle should only be
drive home or to the repair shop. Maximum speed while in limp mode is around 30 mph.
Continuing to drive the vehicle with the transmission in fail safe or driving faster than the
recommended fail safe speed will cause the transmission to overheat. Excessive heat build up
in an automatic transmission is the 1 cause of catastrophic failure. So, avoid extended driving
when the transmission is in fail safe mode. A transmission that goes into limp mode will
sometimes reset itself when the engine is shut off and restarted. So, if you find yourself in this
predicament, find a safe place to pull off the road and shut the engine off, wait a minute or so
and then restart it. A correct diagnoses of a transmission problem when there is no check
engine light is best accomplished with a professional transmission scan. This type of scan will
necessitate a visit to a transmission shop or car dealership. This charge is normally referred to
as a diagnostics fee. It is standard procedure for the shop making the repair to waive the
diagnostics fee. Diagnosing a failed transmission solenoid with Check Engine Light. A failed
transmission solenoid will normally set a diagnostic trouble code DTC , which will cause the
check engine light to illuminate. The DTC information or explanation will almost always include
a statement indicating that the problem may be an open circuit in the transmission electrical

system. Therefore, you should always test the solenoid to verify its condition before replacing
it. DTC codes specific to transmissions and solenoids are listed below. Transmission Solenids.
Get A Transmission Quote. What is a Transmission Solenoid? Symptoms of a Faulty Shift
Solenoid. Fail Safe or Limp Mode. The control solenoid is an essential component of the
transmission system. It helps regulate the torque converter lockup, pressure control, and
shifting and kickdown for passing gears. One common symptom of a faulty control solenoid is
that your transmission may experience problems shifting gears. While in motion, your vehicle
will slip out of gear. Problems with the control solenoid are often accompanied by you seeing
the check transmission light illuminated on your dashboard. Once you have verified that your
transmission control solenoid has gone bad, you need to repair it immediately. Consider
replacing the component, rather than attempting to rebuild your entire transmission. Drive your
vehicle to an automotive parts store. Ask a technician to connect a diagnostic computer code
device to your vehicle. Most automotive stores will do this for free. Use the diagnostic code to
identify which transmission solenoid has gone bad. Your vehicle may utilize as many as six
solenoids. Purchase a replacement solenoid from the automotive parts store. Drive your vehicle
to a safe place to complete your repairs. A well-ventilated garage may be a suitable option.
Ensure the area you choose has an even ground and is fairly clear of obstacles. Park your
vehicle and turn off the ignition. Apply wheel blocks to the rear tires to help prevent the vehicle
from rolling while you are replacing the solenoid. Raise the front-end of the vehicle using a car
jack. Place the front axles on jack stands to keep the vehicle elevated. Crawl underneath the
hood area of the vehicle. Inspect the transmission carefully. Notice that there is a fluid
compartment attached to the bottom of the transmission. Place an oil pan directly underneath
this fluid compartment. Remove the bolts that secure the fluid compartment to the transmission
using a wrench-and-socket set. You may to try a few sockets before finding the right size socket
for the transmission mounting bolts. As you are loosening the transmission bolts, transmission
fluid will likely spill from the fluid container. This is normal and to be expected. Adjust the oil
pan as necessary to catch the leaking transmission fluid. Set each bolt aside as you remove it
from the transmission. Pry the fluid container from the transmission using a flathead
screwdriver. Pour the remaining transmission fluid into the oil pan. Set the fluid container aside.
Inspect the inside of the transmission. Locate the solenoid housing area. Notice that each
solenoid is colored-coded to help you identify the different components. Locate the solenoid
that you need to replace using the color-coded wires for assistance. Ensure that the
color-coded wires match the color on the replacement solenoid you purchased. Inspect the
solenoid for a mounting bolt. Remove the bolt using a wrench if you find one. Unplug the wire
from the solenoid by simply pulling it away from the solenoid. Pry the solenoid from the
transmission using a flathead screwdriver. Discard the solenoid. Apply a small amount of
transmission fluid to the replacement solenoid. Ensure the O-ring is properly lubricated.
Replace the discarded solenoid with the replacement solenoid. Press the solenoid into place
until you hear an audible click. Reconnect the wire to the solenoid. Replace the mounting bolt, if
you previously removed one. Wipe down the transmission fluid container using a clean cloth
rag. Ensure that all the transmission fluid and old gasket material is removed from the
container. Wipe as much fluid, metal shavings and dust from the container as you can. Apply a
new gasket to the rim of the fluid pan. Do not use more than a thin bead or you risk damaging
your transmission. Replace the fluid pan to the undercarriage of your transmission. Replace the
mounting bolts that you previously removed and set aside. Allow the gasket to set per the
instructions given on the gasket tube. Crawl from underneath the vehicle. Lower the vehicle to
the ground. Refill your vehicle with new transmission fluid. While refilling your transmission
fluid, check your fluid level often. Do not overfill your transmission. Baptist Johnson was first
published in when a poem he wrote won first prize in a local writing contest. He also writes and
edits for Etched Press Society, a micro-publishing company based in Wilmington, N. How to
Replace a Transmission Solenoid Vs. Rebuilding It by Baptist Johnson. Step 1 Drive your
vehicle to an automotive parts store. Step 2 Purchase a replacement solenoid from the
automotive parts store. Step 3 Park your vehicle and turn off the ignition. Step 4 Crawl
underneath the hood area of the vehicle. Step 5 Remove the bolts that secure the fluid
compartment to the transmission using a wrench-and-socket set. Step 6 Pry the fluid container
from the transmission using a flathead screwdriver. Step 7 Locate the solenoid that you need to
replace using the color-coded wires for assistance. Step 8 Apply a small amount of
transmission fluid to the replacement solenoid. Step 9 Wipe down the transmission fluid
container using a clean cloth rag. Search our online automatic transmission solenoid catalog
and find the lowest priced discount auto parts on the web. We sell wholesale to the public. We
specialize in a wide-variety of high-quality car parts and accessories for your car, truck or SUV.
Call toll free to order or place your order online via our secure checkout system. Our online

parts catalog uses real-time inventory, so you can be assured the parts you buy are in stock at
the time of ordering. Most orders are shipped the same day. They are available for the following
Ford Escape years: , , , , , , , , , , , , , 19, 18, 17, 16, 15, 14, 13, 06, 05, 04, 03, 02, Skip to main
content Menu. Close X. Call To Order: To return a part, simply submit a support ticket within 30
days of ordering and we will issue you an RMA number to return your product. See customer
service page for refund and return details. We scour the web to make sure PartsGeek always
has low prices. You can buy with confidence! Click to Enlarge. Image is not vehicle specific.
Product SKU: W Shipping Options: Ground, Overnight, 2 Day. Read more reviews. Great
product and brand new! Great price and speedy shipping! Exactly what I needed. Catalog: B.
Vehicle Ford Escape. Catalog: A. Catalog: T. This page is for personal, non-commercial use. The
shift interlock solenoid is a safety mechanism that keeps the driver from shifting out of park
when the brake pedal is not pressed down. In addition to the brake pedal being pressed down,
the ignition must be in the on position. The shift interlock solenoid is on all modern vehicles,
and works in conjunction with the brake light switch and neutral safety switch. Over time, the
solenoid is subject to damage because of wear and tear. If you suspect the shift interlock
solenoid is failing, watch for the following symptom:. If the shift interlock solenoid has gone
bad, the vehicle will not shift out of park , even with your foot on the brake pedal. This is a big
problem because you will not be able to drive your vehicle anywhere. If this occurs, most
vehicles have a shifter release. If the shifter release button is depressed and the shifter is able
to be moved, the shifter interlock solenoid is most likely the cause. If this happens, contact a
professional mechanic to have your shift interlock solenoid replaced. If your vehicle is not
shifting out of park, another reason it may not be working is the battery is dead. This is a simple
thing you can check before you call the mechanics. This is important to note because it can
save you a lot of time and hassle. All you have to do is jump your battery, which a mechanic can
help you with. If the vehicle does not shift from park to drive after the battery has been jumped,
then it is time to look at the shift interlock solenoid. The shift interlock solenoid is an important
safety feature on your vehicle. It keeps you from shifting out of park unless the vehicle is in the
on position and the brake pedal is depressed. If the vehicle will not shift out of park, chances
are the shift interlock solenoid has gone bad. YourMechanic makes getting repairs to your shift
interlock solenoid easy by coming to your home or office to diagnose or fix issues. This article
originally appeared on YourMechanic. Autoblog is partnering with YourMechanic to bring many
of the repair and maintenance services you need right to you. Get service at your home or office
7 days a week with fair and transparent pricing. We get it. Ads can be annoying. But ads are
also how we keep the garage doors open and the lights on here at Autoblog - and keep our
stories free for you and for everyone. And free is good, right? If you'd be so kind as to allow our
site, we promise to keep bringing you great content. Thanks for that. And thanks for reading
Autoblog. Share 0 Comments. If you suspect the shift interlock solenoid is failing, watch for the
following symptom: Vehicle will not shift out of park If the shift interlock solenoid has gone bad,
the vehicle will not shift out of park , even with your foot on the brake pedal. Battery is dead If
your vehicle is not s
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hifting out of park, another reason it may not be working is the battery is dead. Ownership
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