2001 chevy impala thermostat

The thermostat in your Silverado is a little heat-activated gizmo that keeps your engine from
melting into a pile of scrap metal. Because of their very nature, internal combustion engines get
very hot. Your thermostat is essentially a valve that opens wider the hotter your engine gets,
allowing coolant from your truck's radiator to flow into the engine and keep it at the perfect
operating temperature. Fortunately, this is not too difficult of a task. Find your Silverado's
thermostat housing. This will be found near the bottom of your Silverado's engine a little left of
center. You can follow the large hose coming from the bottom of your radiator, as the other end
will connect to the thermostat housing. Drain your Silverado's radiator of coolant by
disconnecting a bottom hose from the radiator and allowing the coolant to flow into a clean
bucket or similar container. This is done so that no coolant will spill out while you are changing
the thermostat. Disconnect the coolant hose from the thermostat housing so you can access
the three bolts connecting the thermostat housing to the water pump. Use your wrench or
ratchet and sockets to loosen and remove the thermostat housing. This will expose the
thermostat. Note how the thermostat is oriented to the engine block, then remove it and discard.
Clean away the remnants of the old thermostat gasket from the thermostat housing and from
the area where the housing was set. Use your razor blade or scraper tool to do this. Apply a
layer of gasket sealant to the bottom of the thermostat housing then press the new thermostat
gasket--which should have been included with your newly purchased thermostat--against the
sealant firmly, sticking it in place. Install the new thermostat so it is oriented in the same way as
you noted in Step 5. Once this is done, replace the thermostat housing and bolt it back down,
then reconnect the coolant hose. Your new thermostat will now function properly, just
remember to refill your radiator before you start your Silverado. Joshua Benjamin began as a
professional freelance writer in He has successfully published numerous articles spanning a
broad range of topics. Benjamin's areas of expertise include auto repair, computer hardware
and software, firearms operation and maintenance, and home repair and maintenance. Step 1
Find your Silverado's thermostat housing. Step 2 Drain your Silverado's radiator of coolant by
disconnecting a bottom hose from the radiator and allowing the coolant to flow into a clean
bucket or similar container. Step 3 Disconnect the coolant hose from the thermostat housing so
you can access the three bolts connecting the thermostat housing to the water pump. Step 4
Use your wrench or ratchet and sockets to loosen and remove the thermostat housing. Step 5
Note how the thermostat is oriented to the engine block, then remove it and discard. Step 6
Clean away the remnants of the old thermostat gasket from the thermostat housing and from
the area where the housing was set. Step 7 Apply a layer of gasket sealant to the bottom of the
thermostat housing then press the new thermostat gasket--which should have been included
with your newly purchased thermostat--against the sealant firmly, sticking it in place.
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P. Catalog: F. It appears that I have a coolant leak behind and possibly slightly below the
thermostat housing. I can hear the sizzle on the hot engine when the car is running, but can't
locate the source due to everything in the way. My question is, what would be the probable
source s of ca oolant leak in this area? Also, is there a good way to get to this area to work?
Any input is much appreciated. Do you. Hi Hank: Most likely the coolant is leaking from the
t-stat housing and making its way back. It could be something as easy as the hose itself. Give
those a check. Also, take a flashlight and check around the intake gasket areas. You may have
an intake gasket leaking. Look for coolant or evidence of a coolant leak. Let me know what you
find. Was this answer. Thanks Joe, I recently replaced the thermostat thinking that was the
casue of overheating. I was careful to ensure that there was no leaking when I did it. I can see
behind the thermostat housing black residue and coolant pooled below that on the engine and
frame. There is white smoke coming from the exhaust, it is light and earlier I attributed it to cool
weather, but today is mild and I still see it. Hank: White exhaust usually indicates an intake leak
or head gasket. Somehow coolant is getting into the combustion chamber. Check the oil for
coolant contamination and the coolant for oil. If there is no evidence of contamination, you will
need to have a compression test done. Also, based on where you described the coolant to be, it
sounds like an intake problem. Does the car have a 3. It's a common problem with them. Let me
know what you find or if you have other questions. Joe Was this answer. Joe, My Impala is the
3. Here is the scenario from today. Started the car to move it around back to work on. Large
ammount of white smoke from teh exhaust which subsided to a small steady flow. The car runs
fine, without teh thermostat showing it overheating. When the low coolant light comes on I shut
it off. I can see steam coming from the engine under and behind the thermostat, I can see where
the coolant is running toward the rear of teh engine comaprtment and pooling onto the ground. I
still cannot pinpoint source of the leak. There is a block Oily buildup on the side of the engiune
in this area. I am geting some engine cleaner so see if that helps me locate the source. The Oil
seems fine and I dont see a "mikshake" residue. I am pretty certain that it is origionating from
the area behind the t-housing. Thanks, Hank Was this answer. Hank: Let me know what you find
after you clean off the engine. I hate to say it but my gut feeling is the intake gasket. If you have
a lot of white smoke, that usally indicates coolant geting burned in the combustion chamber.
Joe, I found the leak I think it'e the upper intake manifold following the seam, it runs below the
t-housing the leak appears to be at the point the seam angles upwards towards the rear spark
plug housing. There still isn't waht I'd call alot of whie smoke. But its present and the pooling
under the car from the leak is obviouse. If I am follwoing you this is the upper intake gasket. I
have a Haynes Manual, is there a better guide to preforming this repair? My car differs in the
upper intake manifold has six fasternes there is one or two for brackets I think , not the 12
shown. I'm guessing this is a variation in model years. Based on your description. Not being
there limits me. As far as your manual, yes they provide variations for different years. Mitchell
and Chilton are other manuals you could check out. They are both a quality resource. I was able
to up load a picture of the upper intake. Let me know if this is what you see. Joe, That looks like
it. It seems like the hard part is remembering where everything goes that you have to
disconnect to get to it. I guess that is what digital cameras are for. Any tips besides patience
before I tackle this one? Thanks for all your help with this, I truly appreciate it. Hank Was this
answer. Patiences is about all I can tell you. Good luck and if you run into trouble, let me know
and we'll figure it out. Joe PS: Let me know how it goes, and use some masking tape and a
sharpie to mark items to help remember locationa. Joe, I truly appreciate you help with this. I'm
going to give it a go Saturday morning. I'll keep you updated. Joe, I'm down to removing the
lower intake manifold. I have removed 8 bolts and given it a few dozen good raps all around
hammer and wood block. The Haynes manual referrs to a casting boss below the coolant temp.
Sensor as a pry sopt. All other parts have come off with little problesm. This still seems pretty
secure in place. Should it take alot of effort to remove the lower intake manifold, or am I missing
something? Hank: I looked it up and all I see are the 8 bolts. It may require more persuasion
with a rubber mallot. The gasket may be stuck. Sorry it took so long to get back. I lost a parent

on Friday and ended up in the hospt myself last night. Joe, Please no apologies are necessary,
you have my heartfelt condolances. I hope you trip to the hospital in nothing too serious. I
finally did get it off, just being overly cautious since this is my first attempt at an auto repair of
this scale. I'm geting ready to do the cleanup of the parts. The inside of the valve covers and the
lower intake maniforld have a brownish goo coating it. Do I clean this off? Thanks again, Hank
Was this answer. Thanks, Hank. Everything will get back to normal I guess. Regardless, yes,
clean everything as best as you can. I always use parts cleaner, but if I don't have it, brake
cleaner works great. Also, make sure that everything is clean of old gasket material, and dry.
Also, when you tighten evrything, follow the torque sequence in your Haynes manual. If you run
into any trouble, let me know. Also, make sure to run a straight edge over parts to make sure
there is no warping. Joe, I'll get the parts cleaned this week and start reassembly over the
weekend. Good tip on using the straight edge to check for warping-I most likely would have
skipped this if you hadn't mentioned it. I'll update you as things progress. Hank: It seems like
you have more than enough ability. Just take your time and use common sense. You'll be fine.
Joe Have a great holiday season. Hi Joe, Sorry for the 4 month absence-personal problems,
winter weather and job layoff have all taken up my time. Nice day today so I went to finish up
and encountered a new problem. Very odd since I wasn't applyi9ng much pressure to it and I am
positive I didnt drop or strike it. I can see the gasket in the exposed corner so I know its a deal
breaker. Can this be repaired or does tio have to be replaced? Hank: Welcome back. As far as
the intake, it will need replaced. I would try to find a good one from a salvage yard or you might
be able to find one aftermarket. As far as it breaking, it was most likely already cracked. Thanks
joe. I asked around this afternoon and found a reputable salvage yard with good prices. I'll get
over there this week and see what they have. Please login or register to post a reply. So I
Changed When your car begins to leak coolant the first indicator is the engine will start run hot
and possibly overheat. This will be noticed by the driver by observing the Sponsored links. Ask
a Car Question. It's Free! If you've been wondering if it's possible to test the thermostat on your
3. As you may be already aware, the thermostat is located under the intake manifold's throttle
body and it can be a total pain in the neck to replace it In this article, I'll show you how to test it
without removing it from the vehicle, not only that, you'll be able to say that it is or it is not
causing the Overheating Condition your GM vehicle is experiencing. TIP 1: In this article, I'll
show you an indirect way to test the thermostat with the engine at operating temperature.
There's no need to remove it to test it. You don't need the GM factory scan tool or an expensive
professional technician level scan tool. A generic scan tool will do great and I've written this
article with this tool in mind Don't have a scan tool? Need a scan tool? Your safety is your
responsibility, so be careful and use common sense. TIP 3: It's very important that you start
your troubleshooting with a completely cold engine. The thermostat in your engine will fail in
one of two ways. It will either stay stuck in its open position or will stay stuck in its closed
position. CASE 1: If the thermostat gets stuck open , you'll notice some of the following
symptoms:. Yes, the thermostat has a direct impact on the amount of fuel that's injected into it
by the PCM. So, if the thermostat is stuck open or if you have removed it , your vehicle will use
more gasoline. CASE 2: If the thermostat gets stuck closed , you'll notice some of the following
symptoms:. As an Amazon Associate, I may earn a small commission from qualifying
purchases from the Amazon product links from this website. Your purchase helps support my
work in bringing you real diagnostic testing information to help you solve the problem! Page 1
Page 2 Page 3. Contents of this tutorial:. All Articles: 3. Applies To:. Buick Vehicles:. Do NOT
follow this link or you will be banned from the site! I'm a college student who purchased this for
commuting. This seems to be too common of a problem for this vehicle, and I'm hoping they
will make it right. The coolant leaked out completely when I was traveling, forcing me to miss
appointments. I had to struggle to get home and it took several days to fix. I was told this is a
recurring problem with the particular engine, 3. Why this is not part of a recall is beyond my
understanding. Coolant leaking for months. Spring Drove a few miles stopped. Driving had to
put coolant in. Obviously didn't get fixed! May car began to overheat, stopped filled coolant, it
just kept leaking out every couple of miles. It took me 7 hrs to drive home because had to drive
a couple of miles fill it up, wait to be sure it cooled, then continued this for miles. Unable to
afford to fix car, sat until this week. Had it towed - new radiator put in. Never a problem with AC,
it always works great. Called and left a message with mechanic. Any idea what could have
happened during install why my working AC now does not work? We have been financially
broke from funeral,, medical costs, etc. Thank you very much! Bought my '02 Impala used when
my '99 Intrepid's floor pans started rusting out. When I got it, it ran great -no problems or no
hangups aside from a broken strut that we replaced. At most, you'd get what felt like less than
lukewarm bathwater-temperature. Tried replacing the thermostat and it ran well for a week or so,
then it started all over again. Tried bleeding the lines to let air out, and again, it worked for a few

days then the problem repeated. Didn't blow anything out through the exhaust and the lines
from the heater core were almost too hot to touch. Nobody we talked to seemed to know what
the problem was or how to go about fixing it. About two hours ago, we decided to try something
else entirely and removed the thermostat, then took the car out to run it hard for a bit. Car
started throwing heat just like it had before the problems started. No steam or smoke. Nothing
dripping from underneath. The lines which were too hot to touch before were no longer so.
Temperature sat around , but showed no signs of problems. Hopefully this works as a
temporary fix until I can get some real answers, because aside from this, I was honestly liking
the car. The level is fine and judging by the amount of owner complaints and mechanics'
inability to resolve the issue Step up please, and remedy the situation. I bought a Chevy Impala
one year ago. When the problem started it has not stopped. Let me also mention that I have also
had to pay to have this car towed like four times I have never had so many problems with a car
in all my life this is very frustrating I am at my wits end with this car. I am still not finished either
after all this the car still running hot. The car is still running hot I keep thinking the next thing
has to fix it but it still keeps running hot. The car has another problem as well half the time it will
not crank it has some kind of pass lock system that locks you out which keeps the car from
cranking till it resets itself. I don't want to buy a new car but it looks like I am going to have to.
The same thing with the coolant lights so then we gave it a new radiator water pump another
new thermostat fan all new lines flushed the heater core I'm at my wits end with this piece. It
wold be cheaper. I could have bought a whole new car for that. I have had two recalls both of
which seems too near to the problems i have with the car. I have a Chevrolet Impala purchased
new in July of I replaced the intake manifold gasket using my Bush stimulus money. Since then
I've had to replace a radiator, water pump, low coolant sensor. He told me I could have gotten
my money back for my repair to the intake manifold gasket but that program had since expired.
The gauge reports the engine is over heated but does not appear to be. The low coolant light
continues to come on at various times. Recently there is not heat. My mechanic found the
heater core clogged with junk. After flushing the radiator and the heater core and a new
thermostat the problem continues. Tomorrow I am trading this American made vehicle for a
Honda Accord. My mechanic told me to get rid of it ASAP. No more GM for me. I have filled the
radiator and overflow with coolant. Will have to check for gasket to see if it is leaking. I do not
see any puddles underneath the car and the temperature gauge does not move. I drive
frequently and am always nervous the car is going to either breakdown or overheat. There
should be a recall on this as there are many complaints on this issue. I withdrew my entire
savings from the bank to pay down on this car As soon as I drove it off the lot, the high coolant
temp light came on I took it back to the crooked salesman, for him to tell me to take it to the
shop, that I can't get my deposit back!!! Car is still doing the same thing I went and bought a
water pump and thermostat Got that put on But now, the car has started slowing down when the
light has been on for a while I almost had a wreck the other day I'm completely lost I have only
had this car for 11 days, and 7 out of those 11 days it has been in the shop or getting fixed on
The car dealer is crooked I purchased a Chevy Impala in April of The minute I drove it off the lot,
I noticed the air conditioner was blowing hot air. I took it back to the dealer where it was
purchased. They kept my car for about a week. They told me that it was the brain. They replaced
it, but told me that they had to remove the alarm system because it was causing the brain to fail.
This really frustrated me, because I purchased the car with the alarm system. Every since then
and til this day, half of my sensors aren't working. My check engine light comes on once in a
while. My low tire pressure light always comes on and I cannot reset any of the warnings lights.
I am very frustrated and will know better next time on the type of vehicle to purchase. I checked
the coolant level and it is more than half full. The light on the dash keeps flashing on and off. I
looked in the manual and it didn't tell me how to stop it from flashing. Is there a way of fixing
this problem. This was originally my parents car. They bought the Impala used in My step dad
noticed the low coolant light flashing about one week after purchase. My mother urged him to
take the car back to the dealer to look into the problem. He felt and still does feel that if it runs
then why fix it. For nearly four years the car has been driven with the low coolant light on, and
my step dad even noticed that something i. I opened the radiator cap two days ago and noticed
some creamy sludge in the radiator. Now get this, he is mad at me because I feel I should take
the car to a shop to repair the damage. You think like s t, you produce nothing but s t. I bought
this P. S because it was so cheap for 2, and I want to have it as a second car since my Nissan
already has , miles. Hmmm, after that comment I guess I got ripped off since I actually paid for
it. The Impala only has 77, miles. I have more faith in my , mile Nissan than this hunk of junk on
wheels. I think the smart thing to do is repair the P. S and then sell it for nearly 5, if I can. Hey 3,
profit isn't too bad. I'm the dumb one for actually buying this crap even if it was for a dirt cheap
price at 2, Chevy, when will you own up to this? This was a defect on your part. You released a

product with a built in incompatibility and have not yet made the situation right for your
customers This is sickening. This was my first foray into American steel. Now I think an import
will be on the horizon! At least then my recall issues will actually get recalled You make me
auto3
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want to curse Chevy! The "low engine coolant" light comes on every 10 minutes or so when I
drive. Will have to evaluate whether it has a leaking manifold is the problem, after reading other
owner complaints. Obvious Chevrolet Motor Company isn't acknowledging anything, right?
Maybe a Toyota or Honda is the only solution to the problem If you have a for-profit service,
contact us. Ask your Chevrolet dealer. Most Common Solutions: not sure 17 reports replace
head gasket and manifold 2 reports. Find something helpful? Spread the word. Share on
Facebook Retweet this page Email this page. Helpful websites No one has added a helpful site
for this Impala problem yet. Be the first! Find a good Chevrolet mechanic Read reviews of repair
shops in your area. Enter your zip code: A free service from CarTalk. Send Comment Add
Complaint. The Coolant Level Low light goes on and off while driving. The coolant levels are ok.
Search CarComplaints. Not what you are looking for? Search for something else:.

