2000 suzuki grand vitara

For the price this is a great little SUV. Just don't expect a volvo ride and solidness. I've had it
four years. Had 2 recalls done - no problems except occasionally the air bag light comes on
dimly during drives. Dealer couldn't find problem. Overall you get a lot more car for your money.
I'm the type of person that looks for high quality at a good price and I keep my "things" as long
as they work and take care of them. I've driven this car for almost , miles and am the second
owner since 7, miles in It has been the most reliable vehicle that I've ever known. As my friends
go through car 2 and car 3, I'm still driving this sweet SUV around since 2nd year of college and
it rides as though it has k. Engine starting to make a little noise, AC doesn't work anymore but
hey, it has k miles. I can definitely see it lasting at least another 60k before any major issues so
long as I continue to change the oil every 3k and stay on top of it. Very good investment. I
brought this little suv brand new 10 yrs ago. Its been really good for the most part. Also, the
body panels had to be glued back on twice Suzuki covered. I still own it but due to my kids
getting bigger and needing a pick-up for yard work, its getting traded in soon I'll miss it. I love
my vehicle NOW! In a year's time, I had possession of the SUV only about 3 months. The rest of
the time was spent in the shop. District and regional even was sent to work on it. To no avail.
Corporation then decided to replace vehicle as a lemon; didn't happen. Then buy back vehicle,
didn't happen. Then give me money for trade, didn't happen. Then finally told me "tough luck.
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the Grand Vitara. Sign Up. The second and third generation models were known as the Suzuki
Grand Vitara , with the fourth and current series eschewing the "Grand" prefix. In Japan and a
number of other markets, all generations have used the name Suzuki Escudo. The original
series was designed to fill the slot above the Suzuki Jimny. The first generation was known as
Suzuki Sidekick in the United States. It was also sold as the Santana and in Spain. In the
Japanese market, it was also sold as the Mazda Proceed Levante. The second generation was
launched in under the "Grand Vitara" badge in most markets. The third generation was
launched in The fourth generation, released in , reverted to the original name "Vitara" in most
markets, but shifted from an off-road SUV towards a more road-oriented crossover style. It
shares the platform and many components with the SX4 S-Cross , a compact crossover in a
similar class. Escudo was first introduced in the Japanese domestic market in July The name is
derived from the " escudo ", the monetary unit of Portugal before adoption of the Euro. North
American Sidekick became available for model year as a two-door convertible or hardtop. Three
months later a five-door version with a lengthened wheelbase was introduced; it was sold as the
"Escudo Nomade" in Japan. It was thought that the five-door would overlap with the shorter
three-door in the market; instead, it appealed to a whole new segment and sales in the domestic
Japanese market doubled as a result. European deliveries of the five-door version began in the
summer of In December , a 2. A diesel option arrived in Europe in early In the Vitara received a
facelift, which meant that the V6 was upsized to 2. In Japan, the "Nomade" tag was dropped
from the five-door Escudos. The Sport variant was replaced by the Grand Vitara in There is also
a very limited edition named Vitara Rossini which came in metallic pink with a cream leather
interior, only of this model were produced worldwide. In Australia, there were two models
available. The JLX offered powered windows and body-coloured bumpers. Both versions
featured the 1. In May , Suzuki introduced the cc J 2. At the same time the five-door models
received the cc J 2. Some of the 1. Many paint or trim or sticker-variants appeared as marketing
exercises during the model's run in Australia. All models in Australia were sold as four-wheel
drives. Early 3-door automatics featured a 3-spd transmission, allegedly derived from a Peugeot
unit, which was not as robust as the later Suzuki-built 4-spd electronic overdrive auto
transmission. The rear diff on the 1st series Vitara was colloquially-known as "the Japanese
9-inch" as it was a very strong diff and hard to damage, even with oversized tyres. The front
diffs were less strong, those with the aluminium-cased housing the weakest. The front diff with
steel housing was not as widely available but is sought after by modifiers. In Indonesia Suzuki
only sold the five-door model, first introduced as the Suzuki Vitara in August The Suzuki
Escudo sales began in early In April , Suzuki introduced the Sidekick, a lower specification
version of the Escudo, as the entry level model. Indonesia is the only market in the world which
received all three different names of the Escudo. Later, only 5-door models with the 1. However,
due to the much higher price, the Vitara EPI sold poorly and was later considered a collector
item due to its rarity. Also for , the Vitara got a new interior. The Vitara was an immediate
success across Europe. Italy had enacted a law which allowed off-roaders to bypass EEC
quotas on Japanese imports, allowing the Vitara to be sold there without limits. In , however,
Italy's Ministry of Foreign Commerce enacted a law requiring "at least one differential lock" for a
vehicle to be considered an off-roader - a requirement not met by the Vitara. Thus, from 1

January the Vitara became subject to the quota in the Italian market as well, as it was now
classified as a passenger car. The and have round headlights and taillights, and is the only
version of the car to have fog lights fitted in the front bumper from factory. The Spanish-built
Vitara models, on the other hand, look nearly identical to the Japanese-built models, sporting a
Suzuki logo in the grille. Steel and paint quality is different between the Spanish and
Japanese-built models, both commonly found throughout Europe. In addition, these vehicles
had less insulation than the Japanese ones since they were built for warmer climates. Some of
these have also been exported to South America. Some of the notable differences between the
Japanese and Spanish models are different wheels, different paint schemes and details,
different side plastic trim, interior details on the Spanish ones in fake wood, and the VIN code
letters. In the United Kingdom, two additional body kit models were offered. Some two-door
models were sold with an OEM body kit called Wideboy, which had wider wheel arches,
sidesteps and 8 inch wide alloy wheels. It was a Santana-built 3-door tintop Vitara panel van,
with no rear windows. The Vitara Commercial had the JX 1. In Norway, a modified version of the
5-door version with a taller glass fibre roof were sold with green van registration plates to
bypass some tax laws. These models had no rear seats and a grille separating the front seats
and the rear compartment. In addition, these had longitudinal roof rails and special custom
made, removable transverse roof bars. Many of these were later converted to 5-seat passenger
cars with normal white registration plates. Another modified version of the 5-door was available
in the Netherlands. It was a van similarly to the Norwegian one, but had a different glass fibre
roof replacement. Suzuki announced the second generation model on 18 January Slightly
larger, more expensive, and more powerful, it used a light-duty automobile-type rack-and-pinion
steering box instead of the recirculating ball truck unit used in the first generation. In most
international markets the name "Grand Vitara" was adopted. In many markets it was originally
only available with larger two litres and up engines while the earlier Vitara was still available
with smaller engines. In the United Kingdom, a 1. It received its facelift in and again in As of ,
the smaller Suzuki Vitara has been withdrawn from the North American market. Sales were slow,
with just 4, sold in for the United States. In Canada, sales were strong. The soft-top was only
built in North America, with European export models assembled in Canada. The three-door
wagon was brought in from Japan for European buyers and sold alongside the Canadian-made
convertibles. In , The Grand Escudo arrived, a longer, slightly larger, pricier and more powerful
version of the regular five-door. An all new redesigned Grand Vitara called Escudo in some
markets was introduced for the model year. The third generation received significant changes
over the outgoing model. The ladder-frame construction was replaced with unibody
construction which featured a unique built-in ladder frame to improve stiffness and ground
clearance while also reducing the floor height. The engine and transmission are longitudinally
mounted unlike most front-wheel drive based compact SUVs in its class. Engines are available
with either a 5-speed manual or 5-speed automatic transmission. The Grand Vitara is available
in both rear-wheel drive only models for the Australian market or with a 4-mode all-wheel drive
system. The most widely available Escudo is the 5-door version, but a three-door version is also
available in some markets. In some markets the three-door variant drops the "Grand" to be
branded simply "Vitara". In some countries, including Chile the 5-door version is named "Grand
Nomade". A commonly held misconception is that the third generation Grand Vitara is related to
the GM Theta platform. The two are completely unrelated and were developed separately by GM
and Suzuki and share no components. In the second half of , the Suzuki Grand Vitara was given
a facelift and two new engines. A Suzuki 2. The previous 2. Fuel economy has also been
improved with the addition of VVT to both engines and the 1. Safety has also been improved
with more air-bags and traction control being standard on all models. The four mode
four-wheel-drive system is also available on all models. It features a lockable central differential
along with low ratio gears. Subtle improvements were made on the exterior of the car such as
indicators in the door mirrors and a more pronounced front grille and bumper. The interior also
saw a lot of more aesthetically pleasing changes. In the second quarter of for the model year,
Suzuki unveiled a facelift Escudo with new wheels, a new grille and front lights. The V6 engine
was discontinued from here on. Starting with this facelift, the Grand Vitara in Indonesia is now a
rebadged Escudo, imported from Japan. The maximum power produced by this engine was The
model was available in 5-speed manual transmission and 4-speed automatic. Suzuki officially
discontinued the third generation Escudo in Japan in April however it would continue in
production for export. In Indonesia, the third generation Grand Vitara was discontinued in It was
no longer listed on the Suzuki Philippines website, as of January , indicating that it was no
longer available. As of July , the Grand Vitara was removed from the Suzuki Australia website
and it had been withdrawn from sale, and in South Africa, it was officially discontinued in
October with sales well into There are currently four different engines available, the 1. The

transmission choices are a 5-Speed Manual or a 4-Speed Automatic Transmission depending on
engine and market. Some markets do not offer the 5-Speed Manual, and only offer a 4-Speed
Automatic. The 1. The Base-spec 5-Door also has this engine in El Salvador. This engine is only
available in conjunction with a 5-Speed Manual. The 2. In Bangladesh, this is the only engine
available in conjunction with a 4-Speed Automatic and a 5-Door body. It is also the only engine
available in some markets. In all other countries where it is available, only the 5-Door version is
available. The fourth generation Vitara was presented at the Paris Motor Show. A 6-speed
automatic transmission with paddle shifters is also available for the 1. Suzuki released a special
version of the fourth generation Suzuki Vitara called the Vitara S or Vitara Sport in some
markets. The Vitara S features a 1. The engine, shared with the Suzuki SX4 S-Cross facelift , is
paired to a six-speed automatic transmission as standard. It was first available in 4WD "Allgrip"
only until summer and after that again since ; starting with autumn the 2WD system is available
for the S variant. Suzuki unveiled a renewed version of the Vitara at the Paris Motor Show [68]
[69] in milestone of its 30th anniversary in The conventional digital multi-information display
was replaced with a 4. Like the Jimny and Swift , Suzuki Safety Support was also adopted for
the model which includes a collision avoidance system Dual Sensor Brake Support and a traffic
sign recognition function. A limited edition was made specifically for Mexico named "Cristal". It
is only limited to units. In , Suzuki built a twin-engined Escudo to compete in hillclimbing. It
featured two turbocharged 1. For , Suzuki produced a new Escudo for hillclimbing which had a
single twin-turbocharged 2. Again driven by Nobuhiro Tajima, it finished second overall at Pikes
Peak in , and , and won the Queenstown Gold Rush International Hill Climb outright in , and A
newer Escudo went on to win at Pikes Peak in and at Queenstown in , , and From Wikipedia, the
free encyclopedia. Redirected from Suzuki Grand Vitara. Compact SUV produced by Suzuki.
Motor vehicle. Front-engine, rear-wheel-drive â€” Front-engine, front-wheel-drive â€”present
Front-engine, four-wheel-drive â€”present. Main article: Suzuki XL Petrol : 1. About Cars
Reviews. Automobil Revue in German and French. Berne, Switzerland: Hallwag AG. April New
Zealand Car. Mobil Motor Lama in Indonesian. Archived from the original on 8 May January
Quattroruote in Italian. Milan, Italy: Editoriale Domus. RAC Motoring Services. Four Wheeler.
Retrieved 27 February Archived from the original on 18 January Retrieved 5 February Retrieved
27 December Archived from the original on 12 July Retrieved 12 July Retrieved 16 July Suzuki
El Salvador. Retrieved 24 July Retrieved 25 October Retrieved 17 April Retrieved 30 October
Global Suzuki. Retrieved 18 March Retrieved 10 September Carry global. Suzuki automobile
timeline, European market, sâ€”present. Suzuki road vehicle timeline, North American market,
â€”present. Links to related articles. GMC , a marque of General Motors , light truck timeline,
international market, sâ€”present. A marque of General Motors. Canyon Sierra. Hummer EV.
B-Series P-series. GMC Denali. Category Commons. Mazda2 Mazda3 Mazda6. Bongo Truck BT
V-twin engine Diesel engine Wankel family. Cars Category. Pontiac vehicles. A division of
General Motors , â€” Aztek Sunrunner Torrent. Montana Trans Sport. Categories :
All-wheel-drive vehicles Cars introduced in Compact sport utility vehicles Convertibles
Crossover sport utility vehicles Front-wheel-drive vehicles Mini sport utility vehicles Off-road
vehicles Rally cars Rear-wheel-drive vehicles Suzuki vehicles. Hidden categories: CS1
German-language sources de CS1 French-language sources fr CS1 Indonesian-language
sources id CS1 Italian-language sources it CS1 maint: archived copy as title Articles with short
description Short description is different from Wikidata Use dmy dates from December Pages
using infobox automobile with unknown parameters Commons category link from Wikidata
Official website different in Wikidata and Wikipedia. Namespaces Article Talk. Views Read Edit
View history. Help Learn to edit Community portal Recent changes Upload file. Download as
PDF Printable version. Wikimedia Commons. Compact crossover SUV. Suzuki Across Europe.
Subcompact crossover SUV. Wikimedia Commons has media related to Suzuki Vitara. Suzulight
SS. Suzulight Fronte. Fronte Fronte LC Fronte 7-S. Kei light commercial. Suzulight Van. Fronte
Hatch. Kei truck. Mighty Boy. Suzulight Carry FB. Suzulight Carry L20 , L Carry L Suzulight
Carry Van L20 , L Carry Van L Kei SUV. Jimny, Jimny Mini SUV. Jimny8, LJ Jimny, SJ Jimny, SJ,
Samurai. Kei car. Alto Lapin. MR Wagon. Wagon R. City car. Alto India. Swift Dzire. SX4 sedan.
Kei sports car. Kei crossover. Subcompact crossover. Vitara Brezza. SX4 S-Cross. Compact
crossover. Mid-size crossover. Compact SUV. Mid-size SUV. Mini MPV. Wagon R Wide. Wagon R
Solio. Compact MPV. Every Landy. Pickup truck. Subcompact car. Compact car. Mid-size car.
Grand Vitara. Suzuki ceased selling automobiles in the United States and Canada between and
Vehicles for the North American market from onwards are sold exclusively in Mexico. Captiva
Sport. Mid-size crossover SUV. Full-size crossover SUV. S Blazer. Full-size SUV. Grand Blazer.
K5 Blazer. Coupe utility. Chevy El Camino. Compact pickup. LUV D-Max. Mid-size pickup.
Full-size pickup. Lumina APV. Trans Sport. City Express. Full-size crossover. S Jimmy. K5
Jimmy. Yukon XL. S Sonoma. Cars Mazda2 Mazda3 Mazda6. Totally new last model year, the

Grand Vitara is one of the few SUVs in this class built on truck principles â€” live axles and
two-speed transfer cases. Mate that V6 to a five-speed transmission, and the Grand Vitara turns
as racy as a tall wagon can get. On-demand four-wheel drive and a five-link rear suspension
with coil springs make it better prepared to rumble over rocks and rutted trails than the its
car-based competition from Toyota and Honda. Few mini-utilities offer the off-road capability of
this new Suzuki. On the road or off the beaten trail, the Grand Vitara makes a convincing
argument for being the best mini-utility. Suzuki now offers a full line of mini sport-utilities, from
the two-door Vitara JS with two-wheel drive and a 1. In between is a line of four-door Vitaras
with four- and six-cylinder engines. It comes with a convertible soft canvas top with a plastic
rear window. They also come standard with air conditioning. All Vitara 4 Door models come
standard with the larger 2. At this end of the price spectrum, such largesse is unusual. Off all
the mini-utilities, the Grand Vitara wins the macho award. It sits up high. Toyota and Honda do
not offer this feature. The Grand Vitara meets these complaints head-on: Getting in is easy, but
offers a commanding view of the road ahead. The stereo controls are too tiny and too
numerous. The steering wheel offers a good range of tilt adjustment, but it is angled slightly
upward from the bottom. The front seats offer good support, but are a bit on the narrow side.
Grand Vitara offers first-rate passenger space and cargo capability. Headroom is akin to a
European cathedral. No need to worry about fitting inside with a Stetson. We would have
appreciated a cargo cover to hide packages from roving eyes. Warm gray plastics and tweedy
seat covers in the Grand Vitara look durable and pleasing. Suzuki has a reputation for vehicles
that come tightly screwed together, and our Grand Vitara gave us no reason to doubt its quality.
The silver paint was lustrous, and the body-on-frame chassis produced no squeaks and rattles.
The Grand Vitara proved an easy travel partner for a weekend in the Georgia mountains. A small
tip of the throttle and the Grand Vitara lunges forward. With four valves per cylinder, the V6 revs
smoothly and builds power quickly. Peak torque arrives at rpm, peak horsepower at a lofty rpm.
We observed slightly better economy figures in actual mixed driving. Our Grand Vitara came
with a five-speed gearbox, which is a surprisingly smooth-shifting manual transmission. The
clutch pedal engages a little high in its travel, but the shift lever moves cleanly between gears
with a light and direct feel. It seems sturdy enough to take serious on- and off-road punishment.
Yet the Grand Vitara is fairly quiet, without a lot of rolling noise from the drivetrain or
suspension. The engine and transmission have a slight whine that grows as speeds increase,
but it barely requires the driver to speak up. Off-roaders need some play on center to absorb
kickback from large bumps. But perhaps the Grand Vitara has a bit too much of that play. On
the road, its steering slack is noticeable, and takes some attention to keep on a clean track.
Some minor-league Georgia red dirt paths proved no problem for the Grand Vitara, even after a
pounding rain. The Grand Vitara excels in medium-duty off-roading and in darting between
commuter traffic. Sophisticated for a small truck, the Grand Vitara offers cabin room for four
adults in comfort, a simple four-wheel-drive system, and a snappy V6 engine unlike anything
else in the class. Weekend thrill seekers who need a tall wagon to ferry kayaks to remote places
will groove on the Grand Vitara. But it also serves well for those who simply want an all-purpose
vehicle with a strong dose of SUV flair. Grand Vitara works best as an economy commuter for
active outdoors people. Monday through Friday it can squirt between bigger SUVs with the
nimble responses of a compact sedan. On the weekends, it can be stuffed with outdoor gear.
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