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The Nissan Pathfinder is a lineup of sport utility vehicles manufactured by Nissan since ,
originally sharing Nissan's compact pickup truck platform, and now in its fourth generation.
Beginning in , the R51 series was marketed internationally as the Pathfinder. The first
generation Pathfinder was introduced as a two-door body-on-frame SUV, sharing styling and
most components with the Nissan Hardbody Truck. Before the Pathfinder there was the Nissan
Bushmaster an aftermarket conversion of the Datsun Truck , but they are rare as well. Its
optional 4WD system that could be engaged electronically while the vehicle was moving, unique
at the time, and a four-speed automatic transmission. In certain countries this generation also
came with a 2. In Japan, it was exclusive to Nissan Bluebird Shop locations, where it was called
the Terrano as a smaller companion to the larger Nissan Safari. As the Japanese market Terrano
was regarded as a luxury vehicle, with an emphasis on outdoor leisure activities, the Terrano
was introduced to Japanese buyers as an off-road, back country Fairlady ZX. Ownership costs
to Japanese drivers are expensive due to the exterior dimensions exceeding dimension
regulations and the engine displacement incurring a higher annual road tax obligation. To
emphasize this marketing approach, the Terrano was available with options not normally found
on other budget-minded vehicles. Some of the upmarket Japanese-model options were
climate-controlled air conditioning, electrically powered windows, seats, door locks, and, in ,
Recaro seats. The emphasis on luxury was partly due to a strong economy in Japan, in what is
now regarded as the Japanese " bubble economy ". In , the first generation Terrano was entered
in the 9th Paris to Dakar rally race, with continued entries in rally races for many years, winning
multiple times in its category. The four-door Pathfinder was introduced in October to enhance
the Pathfinder's market appeal, but the overall vehicle length and wheelbase were not extended
to accommodate the rear doors. At its introduction to North America, to Pathfinders came with a
two-door body. In early it became only a four door. Some US Pathfinders came with the two
door body, but they are rare. When the four door version was introduced, Nissan chose to
conceal the door handles as a part of the "C" pillar trim to visually make it appear like a
two-door truck with a camper shell , with the conventional door handles on the front doors. The
front doors were slightly shortened to accommodate the rear doors. From to Pathfinders were
available with either the Nissan VG30i 3. In the V6 received an upgrade from throttle body
injection to a multi point fuel injection system. Also in , the Z24i was replaced with the KA24E.
The first generation continued until Only A facelift occurred in when the 4-door model was
introduced. The front grille was revised, numerous interior trim level options became available
and numerous exterior packages were offered by dealerships. The models received a third
brake light and the models received a curved dashboard. Two more facelifts occurred for
Indonesian production Terrano in and , this facelifts made the exterior and interior looks more
modern unlike the global version of first generation Pathfinder. Nissan Terrano Spirit S3 with
new crystal rear lights rear, Indonesia. The second generation Pathfinder was introduced in late
with revised styling using unibody rather than body-on-frame construction. This engine was the
VQ35DE. The 4 cylinder engine option was no longer available. The market position held by the
Terrano in Japan was replaced by the Nissan Murano in The Japanese market Terrano and high
luxury content Terrano Regulus saw demand drop significantly due to the hard economic times
felt in Japan, known as the Lost Decade. Nissan offered a smaller, off-road vehicle to its
Japanese customer base who enjoyed the Pathfinder when it introduced the Nissan X-Trail in
The Pathfinder received a facelift for the In , the Pathfinder again received a new steering wheel.
Major differences between these vehicles and the Pathfinder include a more upscale interior,
and unique styling. Marketed as a luxury vehicle , The Terrano Regulus offered off-road
capability with a low-range four-wheel-drive system and 8. The displacement went from 3. The
timing belt was replaced with a timing chain and the ignition distributor was replaced with an
individual coil ignition system. In Japan, the Terrano Regulus trim package was no longer
offered. Also, a rear-wheel drive QX4 model was added through were only available in 4WD.
Employing laser sensors, the system was designed to automatically speed or slow the QX4 to
keep it a constant distance from cars ahead. A power moonroof that came standard. The last
QX4 was manufactured during November The new R51 Pathfinder uses the Nissan F-Alpha
platform , thus returning to a body on frame construction. It is powered by a 4. The larger
Pathfinder Armada debuted in late , but was based on the Titan full-sized pickup truck and
dropped the "Pathfinder" prefix in Some of the badge positions on the rear liftgate were
tweaked, and this version also received the Titan's 5. Over the combined cycle manual versions
use 8. Both figures are class competitive. A version of the engine with a diesel particulate filter
DPF is also available in certain markets. The revised models have been given a new look front
and rear to differentiate them from their predecessors. Changes at the front include a new
bonnet, revised grille and a new bumper assembly. A new headlamp design with projectors is
offered for Xenon lamps. Headlamps washers now pop up from beneath body color moulding in

the bumpers. V8 models are given a discreet V8 badge at the leading edge of both front doors
and a new side moulding across the doors. A redesigned Pathfinder went on sale in late
October as a model. Just like the second generation Pathfinder, it once again moved away from
a body-on-frame, truck-based SUV and adopted a unibody design. The third row has more leg
room than the Nissan Rogue. A concept, nearly identical to the eventual production model, was
first revealed at the North American International Auto Show. Retail availability was scheduled
for September The Pathfinder is now significantly lighter than the previous generation, with the
FWD model weighing pounds, while the 4WD Pathfinder weighs pounds. This generation also
abandons the door handles that were placed on the C pillar that were present in the previous
three generations. It has not been scheduled to go on sale in Japan, nor is it assembled there.
Changes to the US model include: [9] [10] [11]. Canadian models of Pathfinder includes
Pathfinder 3. A locally built Pathfinder entered the Russian market in November Introduced for
model year , the Pathfinder Hybrid, available in 2-wheel drive and 4-wheel drive configurations,
uses a supercharged 2. The Li-ion battery fits under the 3rd row seat, with no effect on space
used for cargo or passengers. The Pathfinder Hybrid will also had hybrid emblems and hybrid
LED taillights versus the non-hybrid model. Nissan discontinued the Pathfinder Hybrid after the
model year due to limited availability and poor sales in the United States discontinued after the
model year in Canada and in other global markets except Australia and New Zealand. Restyled
taillights will be standard on Platinum trim levels, and all Pathfinders will also have new exterior
colors added. The interior also has redesigned cup holders. The model year is also its 30th
anniversary for the Nissan Pathfinder but there won't be any 30th anniversary special edition
model for the Pathfinder. The appearance package is only available on the SV and SL trim
levels. The package adds 18" X 75" dark-finished aluminum alloy wheels, black overfenders and
black door handles, Rock Creek Edition badging, leatherette-appointed seating with cloth
inserts and Rock Creek Edition badging SV trim level , leather appointed seating with Rock
Creek Edition badging SL trim level , and premium Rock Creek Edition interior trim. The
fifth-generation Pathfinder was unveiled on 4 February , scheduled for a second-quarter of
debut as a model. This model replaced the CVT with a 9-speed automatic transmission supplied
by ZF , a standard trailer sway control feature, a standard 8-inch touchscreen multimedia
system with a choice of optional 9-inch touchscreen with The new Pathfinder also has two-tone
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