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The Ford Mustang is a series of American automobiles manufactured by Ford. In continuous
production since , the Mustang is currently the longest-produced Ford car nameplate. Currently
in its sixth generation , it is the fifth-best selling Ford car nameplate. The namesake of the "
pony car " automobile segment, the Mustang was developed as a highly styled line of sporty
coupes and convertibles derived from existing model lines, initially distinguished by "long
hood, short deck" proportions. Originally predicted to sell , vehicles yearly, the Mustang
became the most successful vehicle launch since the Model A. The Mercury Cougar was
launched in as a higher-trim version of the Mustang; during the s, it was repackaged as a
personal luxury car. For to , the Mustang shared chassis commonality with other Ford model
lines, staying rear-wheel drive throughout its production. From to , the Mustang was derived
from the Ford Falcon compact. From to , the Mustang shared its Fox platform chassis with 14
other Ford vehicles becoming the final one to use the Fox architecture. Since , Ford has
produced two generations of the Mustang, each using a distinct platform unique to the model
line. His lap times were only slightly off the pace of the F1 race cars. An alternative view was
that Robert J. Eggert, Ford Division market research manager, first suggested the Mustang
name. Eggert, a breeder of quarterhorses , received a birthday present from his wife of the
book, The Mustangs by J. Frank Dobie in Later, the book's title gave him the idea of adding the
"Mustang" name for Ford's new concept car. The designer preferred Cougar early styling bucks
can be seen wearing a Cougar grille emblem or Torino an advertising campaign using the
Torino name was actually prepared , while Henry Ford II wanted T-bird II. Kreidler , a
manufacturer of mopeds, also used the name, so Mustang was sold in Germany as the "T-5"
until December Lee Iacocca 's assistant general manager and chief engineer, Donald N. Frey
was the head engineer for the T-5 project â€”supervising the overall development of the car in a
record 18 months [16] â€”while Iacocca himself championed the project as Ford Division
general manager. This vehicle employed the German Ford Taunus V4 engine. The original Ford
Mustang I two-seater concept car had evolved into the Mustang II four-seater concept car which
Ford used to pretest how the public would take interest in the first production Mustang. The
Mustang II concept car was designed with a variation of the production model's front and rear
ends with a roof that was 2. The Ford Mustang began production five months before the normal
start of the production year. A turquoise coupe was again used in the next film Thunderball at
its Tokyo premiere 9 December with Bond Girl Fiona Volpe as she drives James to meet the
villain Emilio Largo at his compound at a very high rate of speed across The Bahamas.
Favorable publicity articles appeared in 2, newspapers the next morning, the day the car was
"officially" revealed. This use of common components also shortened the learning curve for
assembly and repair workers, while at the same time allowing dealers to pick up the Mustang
without also having to invest in additional spare parts inventory to support the new car line.
Original sales forecasts projected less than , units for the first year. The rush into production
included some unusual quirks, such as the horn ring bearing the 'Ford Falcon' logo covered by
a trim ring with a 'Ford Mustang' logo. Ford's designers began drawing up larger versions even
as the original was achieving sales success, and while "Iacocca later complained about the
Mustang's growth, he did oversee the redesign. Front and rear end styling was more
pronounced, and the "twin cove" instrument panel offered a thicker crash pad, and larger
gauges. Hardtop, fastback, and convertible body styles continued as before. Around this time,
the Mustang was paired with a Mercury variant, called the Cougar , which used its own styling
cues, such as a "prowling cat" logo and hidden quad headlamps. New safety regulations by the
U. National Highway Traffic Safety Administration NHTSA for included an energy-absorbing
steering column and wheel, 4-way emergency flashers, a dual-circuit hydraulic braking system,
and softer interior knobs. The models received revised side scoops, steering wheel, and
gasoline caps. Side marker lights were also added that year, and cars built after January 1, ,
included shoulder belts for both front seats on coupes. The restyle "added more heft to the
body as width and length again increased. Weight went up markedly too. The models featured
"quad headlamps" which disappeared to make way for a wider grille and a return to standard
headlamps in the models. This switch back to standard headlamps was an attempt to tame the
aggressive styling of the model, which some felt was too extreme and hurt sales, but production
exceeded the total. Starting in , to aid sales and continue the winning formula of the Mustang, a
variety of new performance and decorative options became available, including functional and
non-functional air scoops, cable and pin hood tie-downs, and both wing and chin spoilers.
Additionally, a variety of performance packages were introduced that included the Mach 1 , the
Boss , and Boss The two Boss models were to homologate the engines for racing. The Mustang
was the last year for the GT option although it did return on the third-generation Mustang for the
Model Year. A fourth model available only as a hardtop, the Grande, saw success starting in
with its soft ride, "luxurious" trim, 55 pounds Developed under the watch of S. A displeased

Iacocca summed up later: "The Mustang market never left us, we left it. Lee Iacocca , who had
been one of the forces behind the original Mustang, became President of Ford Motor Company
in and ordered a smaller, more fuel-efficient Mustang for Initially, it was to be based on the Ford
Maverick , but ultimately was based on the Ford Pinto subcompact. First-year sales were , cars,
compared with the original Mustang's twelve-month sales record of , Iacocca wanted the new
car, which returned the Mustang to its model year predecessor in size, shape, and overall
styling, [42] to be finished to a high standard, saying it should be "a little jewel. Performance
was reduced, and despite the car's new handling and engineering features the galloping
mustang emblem "became a less muscular steed that seemed to be cantering. Engines for the
models included the venerable 2. This continued through production end in Other
transmissions were the RAD 4-speed with unique gearing for all three engines, and the C-3
automatic behind the 2. The "5. The coupe was marketed as the "Hardtop" but actually had a
thin "B" pillar and rear quarter windows that did not roll down. All Mustangs in this generation
did feature frameless door glass, however. The "Ghia" featured a thickly padded vinyl roof and
smaller rear quarter windows, giving a more formal look. Changes introduced for included
availability of an "MPG" model which had a different rear axle ratio for better fuel economy. The
Mach 1 remained through the life cycle â€” Other changes in appearance and performance
came with a "Cobra II" version in â€” and a "King Cobra" in of which 4, approx were built. The
Mustang was based on the larger Fox platform initially developed for the Ford Fairmont and
Mercury Zephyr. The larger body with an increased wheelbase yielded more interior space for
four passengers, especially in the back seat, as well as a larger capacity trunk and a bigger
engine bay. Engines and drivetrain carried over from the Mustang II including the 2. A
troublesome 2. The 2. That engine was ultimately replaced with a new 3. From to , the Capri was
domestically produced as a Mercury-badged version of the Mustang, using a few of its own
styling cues. The third-generation Mustang had two different front-end styles. From to , the front
end was angled back using four rectangular headlights, known by enthusiasts as "Four Eyes".
The front end was restyled for to model years to reflect the contemporary, rounded-off "aero"
style of the Ford Taurus using flush-composite headlamps and a smooth grille-less nose. The
Mustang was selected as the Official Indianapolis Pace Car with replicas sold to the public. Its
special body-appearance parts were adapted by the Cobra package for â€” The front fascias of
all Mustangs were restyled, featuring a new grille, sporting the "Blue Oval" Ford emblem for the
first time. The Mustang celebrated its 20th Anniversary with a special GT model in white with
red interior and red lower-bodyside rocker stripes. In response to poor sales and escalating fuel
prices during the early s, a new Mustang was in development. Enthusiasts wrote to Ford
objecting to the proposed change to a front-wheel drive, Japanese-designed Mustang without a
V8 option. The result was the continuation of the existing Mustang while the Mazda MX-6 variant
had a last-minute name change from Mustang to Probe and released as a model. The Mustang
received a major restyling for , including the interior, which carried it through the end of the
model year. In November , the Mustang debuted its first major redesign in fifteen years.
Code-named "SN" by the automaker, it was based on an updated version of the rear-wheel drive
Fox platform called "Fox The base model came with a 3. The 4. For , the Mustang was reskinned
with Ford's New Edge styling theme with sharper contours, larger wheel arches, and creases in
its bodywork, but its basic proportions, interior design, and chassis remained the same as the
previous model. The Mustang's powertrains were carried over for , but benefited from new
improvements. The standard 3. In , the 3. This generation was sold in Australia between and , to
compete against the Holden Monaro which eventually became the basis for the reborn Pontiac
GTO. Due to the fact that the Mustang was never designed for right-hand-drive, Ford Australia
contracted Tickford Vehicle Engineering to convert Mustangs and modify them to meet
Australian Design Rules per year. Developed under the direction of Chief Engineer Hau
Thai-Tang, a veteran engineer for Ford's IndyCar program under Mario Andretti, and exterior
styling designer Sid Ramnarace , [58] the fifth-generation Mustang's styling echoes the fastback
Mustang models of the lates. Ford's senior vice president of design, J Mays , called it "
retro-futurism. Base models had a Tremec T5 5-speed manual transmission with Ford's 5R55S
5-speed automatic being optional. Engines were revised for , and transmission options included
the Getrag-Ford MT82 6-speed manual or the 6R80 6-speed automatic based on the ZF 6HP26
transmission licensed for production by Ford. Electric power steering replaced the conventional
hydraulic version. A new 3. The 3. Brembo brakes are optional along with inch wheels and
performance tires. The Shelby GT's 5. For , a new Mustang Boss version was introduced. A
"Laguna Seca" edition was also available, which offered additional body bracing, the
replacement of the rear seat with a steel 'X-brace' for stiffening, and other powertrain and
handling enhancements. In the second quarter of , Ford launched an update to the Mustang line
as an early model. The Shelby GT has a new 5. Shelby and Boss engines came with a six-speed

manual transmission. The GT and V6 models revised styling incorporated the grille and air
intakes from the â€” GT The decklid received a black cosmetic panel on all trim levels. The GT's
5. Changes include widened body by 1. The passenger volume is increased to A new
independent rear suspension IRS system was developed specifically for the new model. In May ,
Ford issued a recall involving 19, of the Ford Mustang with the 2. As of June , 1 million
Mustangs between and and GTs between and were affected by a recall of airbags made by
Takata Corporation. This was after Takata announced that it was recalling EuroNCAP also
pointed to insufficient pressure of the Airbag resulting in the driver's head hitting the steering
wheel. In the full-width test, the rear passenger slipped under the seatbelt. The model year
Mustang was released in the third quarter of in North America and by globally. It featured a
minor redesign to the exterior. The Mustang engine line up was revised. The automatic
transmission in both engines is now a ten-speed Ford 10R For the model year, Ford revised
many components on the Shelby GT including stickier Michelin Pilot Sport Cup 2 tires along
with steering and suspension components. The Mustang made its first public appearance on a
racetrack as pace car for the Indianapolis The same year, Mustangs won first and second in
class at the Tour de France international rally. The car driven by Bill Lawton won the class. In
John Force broke his own NHRA drag racing record by winning his 12th national championship
in his Ford Mustang Funny Car , Force beat that record again in , becoming the first-ever time
champion, driving a Mustang. Early Mustangs also proved successful in road racing. GT s won
the B-Production title again in and They also won the manufacturers' championship in the
inaugural SCCA Trans-Am series , and repeated the win the following year. Jones won the
"unofficial" drivers' title. Three class wins went to Lynn St. James, the first woman to win in the
series. Scott Pruett won the drivers' championship. In , the Mustang won Ford its first Trans-Am
manufacturers' title since , with Dorsey Schroeder winning the drivers' championship. In ,
Tommy Kendall 's Roush-prepared Mustang won a record 11 consecutive races in Trans-Am to
secure his third straight driver's championship. In , Scott Maxwell and David Empringham took
the driver's title. In , the next generation Mustang race car was known as the Boss R. Dick
Trickle won 67 short-track oval feature races in , a US national record for wins in a single
season. This opened a new chapter in both the Mustang's history and Ford's history. The
NASCAR vehicles are not based on production models, but are a silhouette racing car with
decals that give them a superficial resemblance to road cars. The Mustang won the Tiffany Gold
Medal for excellence in American design, the first automobile ever to do so. The Mustang was
on the Car and Driver Ten Best list in , , , , , , and It won the Motor Trend Car of the Year award in
and In May , the Mustang Owner's Museum was announced, with an official opening in Concord,
North Carolina on April 17, ; the fifty-fifth anniversary. The Ford Mustang has been featured in
numerous media. Effective product placement allowed the car to reach "celebrity status in the s.
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Personal luxury. The SVT Cobra was a high-performance version of the Ford Mustang ,
considered as top-of-the-line as it was positioned above the Mustang GT and Mach 1 models
during its era of production. On three occasions, the race-ready, street-legal SVT Cobra R
variant was produced in limited numbers. It was the premier vehicle of Ford's newly established
SVT division, designed to showcase SVT's four hallmarks of performance, substance,
exclusivity and value. Cobra models received a softer, more compliant ride compared to the GT
model. This was accomplished with model-specific springs and sway bars. To this, Ford SVT
engineers added the following performance items: [5]. The Cobra was available in four exterior
paint choices, [6] : â€”1 as shown in the table below. Interior color choices were opal gray cloth,
black cloth, and opal gray leather. In the table below, the engine code in bold is the only unique
code that differentiates the SVT Cobra from other Mustangs for the model year. The Cobra R
was the first of three Cobra R models produced, and it was an extremely exclusive vehicle. For
example it has roll-up windows, manual door locks, and manual-adjustable mirrors. To stiffen
the chassis, a strut tower brace was installed to tie the cowl together, and a pair of V-braces
used on all â€” Mustang convertibles attached in an X-pattern tied the subframes together. The
car also featured inch Kelsey-Hayes vented rotors in front and Ressler, the executive director of
vehicle engineering for Ford Motor Company at the time and one of the founding fathers of SVT,
the Cobra R's brakes "were the most expensive brakes ever fitted to a [production] Mustang. I
bought the brakes for the R model out of my engineering budget. I wanted big brakes, and we
didn't have them. The program couldn't afford it. But the last thing I wanted was a fast car that
didn't stop. We ended up putting good brakes on all those [Cobra R] vehicles. The same 5.
However, the radiator was unique to the Cobra R, and a purge tank was installed for improved
cooling. A power steering cooler located behind the left foglight bezel and an engine oil cooler
were standard. The Cobra R wheels were actually the optional 17x8-inch five-lug wheels from
the soon-to-be-released Mustang GT, but they were painted gloss black with a chrome lug
cover. The standard tires were Goodyear Gatorbacks. To give the car better front-end geometry,
lower control arms from the Mustang were fitted. According to Ford's official announcement on
April 7, , the Cobra R was produced to take the Fox-bodied Mustang out in grand style, a "best
of the last" model. Ford introduced the newly-redesigned Mustang in December Known as Fox-4
because it was based on the Fox platform as a model , the new Mustang was considered [ by
whom? The Cobra was introduced midway through the model year with the same beefed-up
engine from the Cobra. On the same day that the new Cobra coupe was launched, SVT

announced that it would be building a Cobra convertible the first factory-produced "Cobra"
convertible since the Shelby models and that this new convertible had been selected to pace
the Indianapolis see the next section. The Cobra began the tradition of offering refinements that
differentiated it from the lower trim level Mustang models. The Cobra was available in three
exterior paint colors, [11] as shown in the table below. Interior color choices were black cloth,
saddle cloth, black leather, and saddle leather. All prices below are in United States dollars
when the vehicles were sold new at a Ford dealership before any available options were added.
To celebrate the Ford Mustang turning 30 years old in , a trio of SVT Cobra convertibles served
as pace cars for the 78th Indianapolis race on May 29, The three cars were modified by Jack
Roush at his shop in Allen Park, Michigan, for heavy-duty pacing on race day. The pace cars
were installed with heavy-duty four-speed automatic transmissions, gallon racing fuel cells,
heavier rear springs to accommodate the weight of television camera equipment , a Halon
fire-extinguisher system, a rollbar with 50,watt strobe lights built in, and special lights in the
rear spoiler. Parnelli Jones , a seven-time Indy competitor who won the race, drove the official
pace car at the event. All 1, cars were painted Rio Red and fitted with Saddle leather interiors
and matching Saddle vinyl tops. A set of "Official Pace Car" decals came with each
special-edition Cobra. These decals were not installed at the factory; rather, they were shipped
inside the trunk and left to the buyer's discretion to install them. The tire logo on the official
decals was white, and on the replica decals, it was gray. The other two Mustangs that served as
official Indy pace cars were the very first Mustang in and the newly-redesigned Fox-bodied
Mustang in The Cobra was essentially a carryover of the model. A new vertical spat was added
to the leading edge of each rocker panel extension to prevent rock damage to the lower body.
The Cobra convertible returned this year for a limited production run of 1, units, and all were
painted Black and fitted with Saddle leather interiors and Black convertible tops. Newly
available for the Cobra convertible was a removable hardtop option. Removing or installing the
hardtop was a two-person job, and this hardtop could not easily fit any other Mustang or Cobra
convertible from this vintage due to the latching mechanisms of the fiberglass top and the dome
light wiring. Included with this option, a convenient carrier that rolled on four casters allowed
for easier storage of the hardtop when it was not being used. This hardtop option was originally
supposed to be an available option for the all-new Mustang convertible, but it was delayed due
to supply problems and quality-control concerns. The biggest news for was the return of the
street-legal, race-ready SVT Cobra R see the next section. The Cobra was available in the same
three exterior paint colors from , [12] as shown in the table below. Interior color choices were
the same as in black cloth, saddle cloth, black leather, and saddle leather. In the table below, the
engine codes in bold are the only unique codes that differentiate the SVT Cobra from other
Mustangs for the model year. In the wake of the '93 R's unexpected success, SVT engineers
developed a more powerful R-model based on the Cobra. The top priority became addressing
customer requests for a larger, more powerful engine and more fuel capacity. In response to
those requests, SVT replaced the Cobra's 5. To handle the torque of the more powerful engine,
a Tremec 5-speed manual transmission was installed. See also 5-speed T-5 manual. Heavy-duty
progressive-rate springs, thicker stabilizer bars, and a front strut tower brace helped improve
handling on the racetrack. The 95 R was available only in white with saddle cloth interior, each
with a unique center-tiered fiberglass hood tall enough to clear the engine and induction
system. Only vehicles were built; Ford kept 18 examples for its press and engineering fleets.
Unlike the 93 Cobra R, one could only obtain a 95 R if they held a valid competition license or
owned a race team. This provision was added after Ford discovered that most of the 93 R's that
were sold ended up in the hands of collectors. For , Ford finally retired the aging 5. The modular
engine's aluminum block was cast in Italy by Teksid, a firm that produces parts for Ferrari and
Formula One racers. The Cobra was available in four exterior paint colors, as shown in the table
below. Interior color choices were the same as before: black cloth, saddle cloth, black leather,
and saddle leather. On Cobra convertibles, the vinyl top was available in black, saddle, or white,
and this convertible top was the same one used on regular Mustang convertibles. To promote
the technological advances and mechanical achievements of its new modular engine, Ford
introduced the Mystic Cobra for , which featured high-tech, color-shifting paint formulated by
BASF. Utilizing color-shifting ChromaFlair pigments from Flex Products, the Mystic paint shifted
from green to amber to gold to purple depending on the angle and the availability of light. The
Cobra was basically a carryover of the model. Only an astute observer noticed that the
honeycomb grille from before was now absent to allow more airflow into the larger radiator
included across the entire Mustang lineup, [8] : and the Cobra had a larger diameter fan. Also
new was a parallel-flow air conditioning condenser that was exclusive to the SVT Cobra. The
only other major changes for was in the color palette. The Cobra was available in four exterior
colors, as shown in the table below. The interior choices were the same as what was offered in

black cloth, saddle cloth, black leather, and saddle leather. On Cobra convertibles, the vinyl top
was again available in black, saddle, or white, and this convertible top was the same one used
on regular Mustang convertibles. The Cobra continued to remain virtually unchanged from
previous model years. One noticeable change was the wheels, which were similar to the
cast-aluminum units used on the Cobra R. This was also the last year of the return-style fuel
system, as it was replaced with a newer returnless system for The Cobra was available in five
exterior colors, [16] as shown in the table below. Chrome Yellow was added midyear on the
Cobra. For the model year, Ford restyled the fourth-generation Mustang utilizing Ford's New
Edge design language. Thus, the interior was basically a carryover from the â€” Mustangs, and
most of the parts were interchangeable. The new Cobra had an upgraded 4. Due to this outcry,
on August 6, , Ford halted the sales of all unsold Cobras on dealership lots and recalled all
Cobras that had been sold. Interior color choices were limited to two offerings: dark charcoal
and medium parchment. The standard leather seats were the same optional leather units used
in the Mustang GT, but without the embroidered running pony logo on the front seatbacks.
Cloth seats were no longer offered on the Cobra, as they were never popular with buyers in
previous model years. On Cobra convertibles, the vinyl top was available in black, parchment,
or white, and this convertible top was the same one used on regular Mustang convertibles. The
cast-iron block was based on the 5. As with previous Cobra R models, the model was designed
to be a race-ready, high-performance vehicle in a perfectly street-legal package; as such, it
lacked many of the comforts that the standard Cobra enjoyed. The Cobra R had several
distinguishing visual and performance features that set it apart from the standard or Cobra. The
"power dome" hood was taller than the standard Cobra hood, and it had gills that could be cut
out to help reduce engine compartment temperatures. Ford still printed brochures for the
Cobra, with a print date of December , four months after the model was officially canceled. The
reason for this was because these brochures talked about the upcoming Cobra R. It was said
that the Mystic Gold paint had a color shift from burnt orange to gold to yellow to pale green.
Unfortunately, Ford made some changes to the painting process for the model year, and the
Mystic Gold paint was incompatible with the new process. Aside from paint colors, the standard
SVT Cobra was pretty much a carryover of the model. Even the interior was supposed to be the
same as in Only two color choices, dark charcoal, and medium parchment, were supposed to be
offered again. The Cobra R was only available in one exterior paint color, as shown in the table
below. The sole interior color choice was dark charcoal. The standard cloth Recaro bucket seats
had a stylized red "R" with an intertwined Cobra logo embroidered on the front seatbacks. The
price below is in United States dollars when the vehicles were sold new at a Ford dealership
before any available options were added. While the Cobra shared almost all the same
components of the Cobra, some changes were made including:. The Cobra was available in
eight exterior paint colors, as shown in the table below. There were only two interior color
choices: dark charcoal the interior was dark charcoal with the seats having dark charcoal
leather bolsters with medium graphite Alcantara inserts or medium parchment the interior was
medium parchment, but the seats had chocolate brown leather bolsters with medium parchment
Alcantara inserts. The Cobra emblem on the front seatbacks was embroidered in a somewhat
darker color than the suede inserts to provide a subtle contrast. The vehicles were based on the
spec SVT Cobra. For more information about the Australian Cobras, see Mustang Cobra. A
cast-iron block was used, instead of the previous Teksid aluminum unit, with stronger internals
including Zollner pistons and forged Manley H-beam connecting rods that were modified with a
wrist pin oiling hole by the SVT engineers. The Cobra boasted visual and functional
improvements designed by Camilo Pardo, the chief designer of the â€” Ford GT supercar. As a
visual departure from the , , and Cobras there was no Cobra model , which featured the
Canadian Mustang taillights with separate amber turn signals, the â€” Cobras used standard red
Mustang taillights with integrated turn signals. SVT also introduced new five-spoke 17x9-inch
wheels, available in standard machined-faced aluminum with metallic argent-painted pockets or
optional chrome. Finally, the Terminator Cobra sported a new decklid spoiler with an integrated
LED brake light, as opposed to the wing-type spoiler seen on previous Cobras and the standard
Mustang V6 and GT models. It was optional to delete the spoiler, and the brake light was then
integrated into the decklid using conventional bulbs. By the end of the model year, the Cobra
was offered in ten exterior paint colors, but initially, it was available in seven colors. Redfire
Metallic replaced Torch Red only because it was a new color for the model year; however, Torch
Red would make a comeback at the end of the model year on the 10th Anniversary Edition see
the next section. All Cobras had Dark Charcoal interiors. The seats were upholstered with Dark
Charcoal Nudo leather bolsters and suede inserts in either Medium Graphite light gray or
Medium Parchment tan. The Cobra emblem on the front seatbacks was embroidered in a color
that matched the suede inserts; however, on the 10th Anniversary Edition, this same emblem

was embroidered in dark charcoal-colored thread to contrast with the special red leather
inserts. On Cobra convertibles, the canvas convertible top was either black or parchment
depending on the color of the chosen suede seat inserts, and on 10th Anniversary Edition
convertibles, the canvas convertible top was only available in black. SVT produced 2, same
number as the model year units of the Anniversary model at the end of the model year during
June and July , totaling 1, coupes and 1, convertibles. One notable new option across the entire
Ford lineup was the available Sirius satellite radio; the distinguishing feature between the and
factory sound systems was the "SAT" button on the system. The Cobra was produced between
November [26] and March It was a short model year for the Terminator Cobra, as well as the
entire Mustang lineup, due to a number of reasons. The Mustangs and Cobras were the last
Mustangs to be built at Ford's historic Dearborn Assembly Plant in Dearborn, Michigan, and
Ford Motor Company had made the decision to end Mustang production there rather than
updating the plant for the models. Thus, production was scheduled to wrap up by May Another
reason was the hype over the all-new Mustang, which meant that Ford needed to start
production as soon as possible at the newly updated Flat Rock Assembly Plant in Flat Rock,
Michigan, then known as AutoAlliance International. The Cobra was available in eight exterior
paint colors, [27] as shown in the table below. The Cobra emblem on the front seatbacks was
embroidered in a medium graphite-colored thread regardless of the color of the suede seat
inserts; however, on the Mystichrome Cobra see the next section , this same emblem was
embroidered in dark charcoal-colored thread to contrast with the special Mystichrome leather
inserts. On all Cobra convertibles, the canvas convertible top was only available in black,
regardless of the color and material of the seat inserts. According to SVT's press release, the
Mystichrome Cobra was produced to help commemorate the Mustang's 40th anniversary year.
The resulting Mystichrome paint, sold to BASF who finally supplied the paint to Ford, contained
ChromaFlair pigments that rendered a shift from a bright topaz green to cobalt blue, then to
royal purple, and finally to a deep onyx black. If a damaged Mystichrome Cobra requires
repainting at a reputable Ford dealer's body shop, a Ford employee from Dearborn
headquarters is required to bring the paint in person and supervise the usage of the special
paint. The damaged car must be verified that it is a factory-built Mystichrome Cobra. Once the
body shop is finished using the Mystichrome paint, all unused paint must be put back in the can
and sealed, and the supervising Ford employee returns to Dearborn with the unused paint. SVT
worked with Garden State Tanning to produce the Mystichrome leather [9] : 76 found on the
car's seat inserts and the steering wheel at the 10, 2, and 6 o'clock positions. The production
process for the Mystichrome leather included tanning and dying the leather jet black, spraying
the Mystichrome paint directly onto the leather, and sealing it with a clear layer to protect and
prevent damage to the Mystichrome-painted leather. The Mystichrome Cobra came standard
with the five-spoke inch chrome wheels. The Mystichrome Cobra was produced between
December and January A total of 1, Mystichrome Cobras were produced, coupes and
convertibles. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Motor vehicle. Ford part numbers are listed
below. In many cases, Ford has two separate numbers for each part, the Ford production
number the fourth character is a Z , and an engineering number. A stock SVT Cobra convertible.
Note the original chrome headlights and wheels. Note the modified steering wheel and seats.
The stock 17x8-inch silver wheel of a SVT Cobra with the stock brakes. Retrieved 17 June
Retrieved 27 December Retrieved 9 Aug Standard Catalog of Ford: â€” Iola, WI: Krause
Publications. Paul, MN: Motorbooks. Mustang Special Editions. Retrieved 1 October Iron Fist,
Lead Foot. Lincoln, NE: IUniverse. Retrieved Retrieved 30 Dec Archived from the original on
Ford Mustang production models and variants. Hidden categories: Articles with short
description Short description is different from Wikidata Articles with specifically marked
weasel-worded phrases from September All articles with unsourced statements Articles with
unsourced statements from September Commons category link is on Wikidata. Namespaces
Article Talk. Views Read Edit View history. Help Learn to edit Community portal Recent changes
Upload file. Download as PDF Printable version. Wikimedia Commons. Muscle car Pony car.
Dearborn, Michigan. Modified 5-speed T-5 manual. Ford Motor Company. Dearborn Assembly
Plant. Rio Red Tinted Clearcoat [10]. Team Mustang [1] : SVT Engineering [1] : Supercharged 4.
Our research hub is your go to resource for all things Mustang data. From history to specs to
performance data and even color codes, we have it all. If you're a fan of unbridled, all-American
horsepower or dreamed of owning your own Pony car - the revolutionary Ford Mustang - you
are in the right place! We built Mustang Specs to be your single resource for all things related to
the Ford Mustang. The Ford Mustang now carries with it, a legacy of greatness that spans more
than 50 years, displaying a perfect mesh of elegance and Read More. The sound of the small
controlled explosions in The Foxbody Mustang Buying Guide. We already know that Foxbodies
are getting difficult to find in decent condition these days. Sports cars, in general, are a bit on

the pricer side of things. The Mustang, especially depending on the generation and model year,
can Video: Saleen Mustang S Supercharged. Video: Roush Mustang Overview. Video: Saleen
Mustang Walkaround. Video: Saleen Mustang S Walkaround. All Mustangs. All Years. Ford
Mustang Research. Research Hub. Video: Saleen Mustang Test Drive. Video: Roush Mustang
Walkaround. Video: Rare Roush Mustang Overview. Video: Roush Mustang 4. Video: Steeda
Mustang Autosports 4. Video: Steeda Mustang Walkaround. See more. See all results. Weekly
Mustang News Get the latest Mustang news, rumors, deals and events each week. Cool
Mustang stuff. No crap, we promise. This site uses cookies: Find out more. Okay, thanks. Top
Hydraulics is the world's leading rebuilder of convertible top hydraulics - Top Hydraulics'
quality is unmatched, far better than on brand new parts! If we couldn't make the parts better,
then we wouldn't bother working on them. We rebuild cylinders, we manufacture new hoses,
and we rebuild convertible top and lift gate pumps. We offer core exchange where we ship parts
from our inventory first, then you send back your original parts to recover your deposit on most
convertible top hydraulic cylinders and pumps, and we can even take care of unusual problems
such as flood or fire victims. Top Hydraulics' cylinder rebuild service is widely known as the
best possible option, even if you are an excellent Do-It-Yourselfer. Note also our rebuild service
for hydraulic valve blocks, distributors, and pumps, as well as manufacture new, superior
hydraulic hoses. DIY cylinder rebuild will usually lead to unintended damage - we have seen
thousands of ruined cylinders from failed DIY repair attempts! We have two order methods:
Either you send in your cylinders first, or choose to "Order now with Core Exchange". Model
years have twelve hydraulic cylinders, while models have eleven hydraulic cylinders that move
and lock the roadster soft top. The left tonneau cover lock was omitted after The original seals
in the hydraulic cylinders, aka rams or actuators, will eventually fail in every R, unless it gets
wrecked prematurely, even if you never drive the car or have never used the top before.
Rebuilding these cylinders is NOT a matter of changing o-rings. Every R cylinder has one
o-ring, and those rarely ever fail. What fails most frequently, are the other seals, which have
special shapes for proper function. Top Hydraulics replaces and upgrades ALL seals in the
cylinders with our superior proprietary material:. They are cup-shaped and seal the piston rod
from the rest of the cylinder. When they fail, you will see fluid coming out next to the chromed
shaft rod. These are usually the first seals to fail in the cylinders. They seal the input and output
sections from each other, as the piston slides through the cylinder. Failing piston seals will
cause internal leaks, which result in a pressure drop in your hydraulic system. Early model
years have the added problem that the piston seals swell up and make it very hard to move the
piston inside the cylinder. Crumbling piston seals can block valves or pinholes inside the
hydraulic system, and it can be difficult to diagnose a piston seal failure without testing several
cylinders once you find that your top is moving slowly or not at all. These are just o-rings that
seal the top cap of the cylinder from the housing. They are usually the last seals to fail, but
these o-rings are penny items. They seal the hydraulic lines where they are pushed into the
cylinders. Port seal failure is becoming more and more common as the Rs age. Port seals have
a special shape that makes them seal under pressure. O-rings wouldn't do the trick. DIY
removal of the brass rings will almost certainly destroy the brass rings. Top Hydraulics installs
port seals that are tighter than the originals, just in case the hydraulic line fittings have been
scratched. Cylinders and distributors upgraded by Top Hydraulics should easily outlast your
car! For Rebuilding Your Cylinders: You must send your convertible hydraulic top cylinders to
us. Once we receive your cylinders, the turn around time is up to two business days for rebuild
service and we will ship the cylinders back to you by Priority U. Mail days delivery time. Core
exchange service is now available for full sets of eight cylinders, as well as some single
cylinders based on availability. Model years have eight hydraulic cylinders that move and lock
the convertible soft top. The original seals in the hydraulic cylinders, aka rams or actuators, will
eventually fail in every W, unless it gets wrecked prematurely, even if you never drive the car or
have never used the top before. Every W cylinder has one o-ring, and those rarely ever fail. Port
seal failure is becoming more and more common as the Ws age. Typically requires 5 rams with
hydraulic lines for complete upgrade of convertible hard top lifting system. We have two order
methods: rebuilding the cylinder s you send in, or sending you a complete set up-front from our
stock slightly higher charge, plus a refundable core deposit apply. Please note: it is highly
advisable to upgrade the trunk cylinders and the main lift cylinders in pairs. When considering
the labor involved in removing one cylinder compared to a full set of cylinders, it is usually best
to have all cylinders upgraded at the same time. The reason is, the majority of the labor involved
is in removing access panels, and once the panels are removed, it is comparatively not much
more work to remove all cylinders at once. Remember, the rebuild service for all cylinders at
once costs about as much as a single replacement cylinder, and you get a much better, longer
lasting product Core exchange currently available for the R SLK front lock cylinder, the full set

cylinders, and the hydraulic pump unit. Core deposit will be refunded after we receive your old
front lock cylinders back with lines attached and intact, as well the shaft not being scratched by
tools. Either scratched shaft or damaged lines result in reduced core refund. Top Hydraulics
manufactures replacement shafts and replacement hoses, but there is significant cost involved.
If you send your cylinders in for rebuild service, Top Hydraulics averages a 2-day turn around
time. Front lock and main lift cylinders must be received with lines attached and intact. The
lines on the trunk lid cylinders are detachable. Remember, the rebuild service for all cylinders at
once costs about as much as a single replacement cylinder, and you get a much better product
Top Hydraulics upgrades are truly better and longer-lasting than OEM replacements. We
upgrade your parts to "better than new" condition with advanced seals. All cylinders have the
hydraulic lines attached and must be shipped in that condition. The seals in ALL these cylinders
fail with time. Usually, the roof lock cylinder aka A 08 72 is first to leak. If you live in a hot
climate and you have noticed a hydraulic leak, then having Top Hydraulics upgrade all eleven
cylinders and the pump at the same time is the best choice - you will have to deal with the
hydraulics only once, you save a lot of labor in the end, and the convertible top hydraulic
system will outlast your car. Top Hydraulics' rebuild service is a true upgrade, since the rebuilt
cylinders will last much longer than the originals under the same conditions, and a design flaw
gets eliminated from the otherwise excellent hydraulic system. The hydraulic lines are not
detachable from the cylinders. That means the cylinders have to be shipped with lines attached
and intact. Top Hydraulics can replace cut lines on the cylinders, but there would be an
additional charge. The R's hydraulic Vario roof pump aka hydraulic unit is a complex,
high-performance pump with integrated valve block, two different output pressures, high-end
electronic noise suppression, and high flow rate. The upgrade service for your hydraulic top
pump replaces heat sensitive parts inside the pump with re-designed, precision machined
aluminum ones, improves fluid filtering, services the valve block, solenoids and check valves,
upgrades electronic components, upgrades internal seals, and replaces the electric motors if
needed. Top Hydraulics' service makes these high-performance pumps better than brand new
ones! Core Exchange is now available for full sets and for various but not all single cylinders. If
you live in a hot climate and you have noticed a hydraulic leak, then having Top Hydraulics
upgrade all cylinders and the pump at the same time is the best choice - you will have to deal
with the hydraulics only once, you save a lot of labor in the end, and the convertible top
hydraulic system will outlast your car. The R's hydraulic pump aka hydraulic unit is a complex,
high-performance pump with integrated valve block, two different output pressures, high-end
electronic noise suppression, and high flow rate. The W CLK-Class convertibles have seven
hydraulic cylinders for convertible top actuation and latching. The two aluminum latching
cylinders and are usually the first ones to fail, and should be upgraded at the same time. The
five black lift cylinders x72 usually follow as a second stage. We upgrade your x72 cylinder s by
replacing the tiny OEM rod seal with a much larger one made of superior material, and adding
custom caps made of CNC machined stainless steel to accommodate these superior seals. Our
seals are not sensitive to water and are resistant to most additives in hydraulic fluid. This
results in a much longer service life than the standard OEM cylinders, for a fraction of the price.
Our Core Exchange option makes this as easy as buying a new cylinder - you only have to ship
back your old cylinder s afterwards for core credit. Core Exchange is available for single CLK
cylinders, locking cylinders already mounted in replacement latches, or full sets of cylinders.
Top Hydraulics' also rebuilds and upgrades convertible hydraulic pumps, and we also
manufacture our own upgraded hydraulic lines. Owning and driving a convertible with an
automatic top is prestigious, convenient and exciting - let Top Hydraulics help you enjoy your
beautiful car even more by making your convertible top system truly better than new! Once we
receive your cylinders, the turn around time for W CLK-Class cylinders is about two days for
rebuild service and we will ship the cylinders back to you by Priority U. Mail days transit time in
the US. You remove your cylinders you would like to have rebuilt, and send them to us. Once we
receive your cylinders, the turn around time for W CLK-Class cylinders is days for rebuild
service and we will ship the cylinders back to you by Priority U. If you're on a tight schedule to
get your top operating again, Our Core Exchange option can make this as easy as buying new
cylinders - you only have to ship back your old cylinder s afterwards for core credit. Core
Exchange is available for some single CLK cylinders depending on our inventory, but always
available for full sets of cylinders. These cylinders typically fail first in the rear of the cylinder.
The OEM Original Equipment Manufacturer cylinders have front and rear caps that are sealed
from the cylinder bodies with a seal material that decays over time. Top Hydraulics replaces
those seals with a far superior material that is not sensitive to water and is resistant to most
additives in hydraulic fluid. Our seals have a larger cross section for a superior static seal. The
OEM cylinders rely on a tiny o-ring to energize a very thin, flat rod seal. The o-rings loose

elasticity over time, and the OEM rod seals wear out. Top Hydraulics manufactures and installs
its own precision CNC machined front caps in these cylinders, so that the tiny OEM rod seals
can be replaced with Top Hydraulics' own u-cup seals for a far more reliable seal and much
longer service life. In addition, the size and geometry of Top Hydraulics' u-cups is forgiving to
tiny scratches and imperfections in the cylinder rods aka piston rods or shafts , caused during
the original manufacture, during removal from the car, during installation into the car, or by
impurities in the hydraulic fluid. Top Hydraulics replaces the port seals where the hydraulic
hoses attach and ships spares with each cylinder, in case your mechanic accidentally pinches
an o-ring while installing the hydraulic hose. Owning and driving a convertible with an
automatic top is prestigious, convenient and exciting - let Top Hydraulics help you enjoy your
beautiful car even more by making your convertible top system truly better than new!. Once we
receive your cylinders, the turn around time for A E-Class cylinders is days for rebuild service
and we will ship the cylinders back to you by Priority U. Various options are available - please
inquire if you do not find the exact match in our online offering. Top Hydraulics services and
upgrades pumps, upgrades the seals in the cylinders, and replaces hydraulic hoses if
necessary with far superior material. Why buy new parts - you will get a superior product back
from Top Hydraulics at a fraction of the dealer price. Top Hydraulics is proud to offer core
exchange for ML lift gate pumps. Core exchange means we send you a pump from our inventory
first, then you send back your original one known as the core to recover the full deposit if the
pump can be rebuilt which they almost always can and you sent us back all parts. The pump
ships filled with fluid and with new crush washers for the hydraulic lines, which makes pump
replacement plug-and-play for you! Most pumps fail when they accidentally get exposed to too
much moisture. The rebuild service of the electrical portion of your pump can entail replacing
the electric motor, replacing the solenoid, rebuilding the motor, rebuilding the solenoid,
replacing the wiring harness, repairing the wiring harness, or a combination of the above. In
most cases, the electric motor gets fully disassembled, the housing gets sandblasted, and
protected with several paint layers. Further to electrical issues, Top Hydraulics will always
rebuild the pump by replacing internal seals, replacing rotor and pistons if necessary, replacing
or rebuilding internal check valves, and putting the finished product through an extensive test
to ensure that you get back a pump that performs better than a brand new one. A simple
description about any competitors that we have seen so far, trying to "invade" the pump rebuild
market: there is no comparison to our product. We do the job right, and we ship products of
which we are convinced that they are better than brand new ones. We don't supply make-shift
solutions that may make the pump survive a short warranty period, but we implement solid
improvements to the pumps. For example, we mold our own oil seals between the electric motor
and the pump - much like the rear main seal of an engine in an improved shape compared to
OEM seals that will allow more back pressure from the pump and last longer. Unless our rebuilt
pumps get badly abused, they should outlast your car! The seals inside these cylinders are
similar to those in other convertibles and lift gate cylinders: they decay with time. Otherwise,
the cylinders do not normally wear out unless they are grossly mistreated and get damaged on
the chromed shafts. Thus, with Top Hydraulics' superior seals in your cabriolet hydraulics, they
will be better than brand new parts. Top Hydraulics is currently servicing the lift gate pump and
cylinder on a case-by-case basis. Send us your pump or pump and cylinder, we will evaluate
them, and give you a price for rebuild with warranty. Top Hydraulics rebuilds the tiny valves and
distributors for the Grans Pullman Limousine's central hydraulic system, and makes them
better than brand new ones. We use the same seal shapes with edge-seal technology, but we
use more modern and yet longer lasting materials. Send in your parts for rebuild - there is no
core exchange program. The rebuild service includes replacement and upgrade of all internal
seals. Send in your pump first, allow a few days for turn around. No core exchange - we do not
stock this part. Price listed is for Standard Rebuild Service - You send in your cylinders to be
rebuilt. Full set of vario roof cylinders consists of eight hydraulic cylinders excluding the roll
bar related cylinders. Typically requires 8 rams for complete replacement of convertible soft top
lifting system. Send in your cylinders first. Top Hydraulics replaces and upgrades all seals with
superior material, making the top cylinders in your convertible better than brand new ones. We
upgrade the cheap, tiny rod seals with much larger cup seals for maximum service life and for
much better tolerance of imperfections on the cylinder shafts. Awesome package deal! Send in
your part first, or select optional up-front shipping aka core exchange. Note: The power trunk lid
is optional equipment. If you don't know whether or not your vehicle is equipped with this
option, look for a red button on the bottom of the trunk lid. If the red power trunk button is there,
your car is equipped with this cylinder. Ships back filled with fluid. Home Mercedes-Benz. Select
Your Vehicle. Mercedes-Benz Top Hydraulics is the world's leading reb
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uilder of convertible top hydraulics - Top Hydraulics' quality is unmatched, far better than on
brand new parts! Top Hydraulics replaces and upgrades ALL seals in the cylinders with our
superior proprietary material: 1 Rod seals. Mercedes Benz R Years note that US model year '04
is usually an R model Top Hydraulics' cylinder rebuild service is widely known as the best
possible option, even if you are an excellent Do-It-Yourselfer. G-Class convertibles have two
hydraulic cylinders lifting the top. Active filters. Price listed is for Standard Rebuild Service- You
send in your cylinders to be rebuilt. Rebuild and upgrade service for your G-Class Cabrio soft
top pump. Unlike anyone else, Top Hydraulics replaces and upgrades all port seals where the
hoses go in. Roll bar related cylinders available in other options highly advisable. Core
Exchange is in not available - We do not stock this part. All internal seals get upgraded,
guaranteed much better than a brand new part. Showing of item s.

