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not permitted without written authorization from Ford Motor Company. Page 4 Introduction
These are some of the symbols you may see on your vehicle. Page 6: Instrumentation
Instrumentation Instrument panel dimmer switch pg. Page 7 Electronic sound system pg. Page
9 3. The fuel cap may not have been properly installed and securely tightened. After three
driving cycles without these or any other temporary malfunctions present, the Check Engine
light should turn off. If the light fails to illuminate, continues to flash or remains on, have the
system serviced immediately. Safety belt Momentarily illuminates when the ignition is turned to
the ON position to remind you to fasten your safety belts. Page 11 Instrumentation Turn signal
Illuminates when the left or right turn signal or the hazard lights are turned on. If one or both of
the indicators stay on continuously or flash faster, check for a burned-out turn signal bulb.
Refer to Bulbs in the Maintenance and care chapter. High beams Illuminates when the high
beam headlamps are turned on. Illuminates when four-wheel drive low is engaged. If the light
continues to flash have the system serviced. It turns off when the speed control OFF control is
pressed, the brake or clutch if equipped is applied or the ignition is turned to the OFF position.
Engine coolant temperature gauge Indicates the temperature of the engine coolant. If it enters
the red section, the engine is overheating. Page Trip Odometer Never remove the coolant
reservoir cap while the engine is running or hot. This gauge indicates the temperature of the
engine coolant, not the coolant level. If the coolant is not at its proper level the gauge indication
will not be accurate. Odometer Registers the total kilometers miles of the vehicle. Page 16
Instrumentation Battery voltage gauge This shows the battery voltage when the ignition is in the
ON position. Engine oil pressure gauge This shows the engine oil pressure in the system. Page
18 Instrumentation For maximum accuracy of this display feature, the ignition should be in the
OFF position during fueling. See your dealer or qualified service technician for system
maintenance. Fuel status Press once to display the approximate amount of fuel Page 19 System
check Press the system check control to display the status of the following systems: engine oil
life left engine oil level voltage level engine coolant temperature washer fluid level fuel level The
engine oil life left has two phases. Rotate to the second position to also turn on the headlamps.
Foglamp control if equipped Turn on the low-beam headlamps or parking lamps and press the
foglamp control to activate the foglamps. Page 22 Controls and features Flash to pass Pull
toward you to activate and release to deactivate. Rotate up to brighten. Rotate down to dim.
Rotate to full up position past detent to turn on interior lamps. Page 23 Temperature control
knob Controls the temperature of the airflow inside the vehicle. Mode selector control Controls
the direction of the airflow to the inside of the vehicle. The air conditioning compressor can
operate in all modes except. Page 24 Controls and features Panel and floor -Distributes outside
air through the instrument panel registers and the floor ducts. Heating and air conditioning
capabilities are provided in this mode. For added customer comfort, when the temperature
control knob is anywhere in between the full hot and full cold positions, the air distributed
through the floor ducts will be slightly warmer than the air sent to the instrument panel
registers. Page 25 Remove any snow, ice or leaves from the air intake area at the bottom of the
windshield. If your vehicle has been parked with the windows closed during hot weather, the air
conditioner will do a much faster job of cooling if you drive for two or three minutes with the
windows open. The EATC will only operate when the vehicle is running. The selected
temperature and the word AUTO will appear in the display window. Page 27 Temperature
selection The display window indicates the selected temperature, function AUTO or one of the
override controls and manual control of fan speed if automatic fan speed is not desired. You
can override fan speed at any time. To control fan speed manually, use the thumbwheel or
steering wheel control to cancel automatic fan speed operation. Airflow is from the instrument
panel registers. This overrides the rear console fan speed control. Page 31 Remove any snow,
ice or leaves from the air intake area at the bottom of the windshield. Press the rear defroster
control to clear the rear window of thin ice and fog. A small LED will illuminate when the rear
defroster is activated. The ignition must be in the ON position to operate the rear window
defroster. Page 34 Controls and features To help avoid personal injury, always use caution
when in reverse and when using the reverse sensing system. This system is not designed to

prevent contact with small or moving objects. The system is designed to provide a warning to
assist the driver in detecting large stationary objects to avoid damaging the vehicle. Page 35
The reverse sensing system is automatically enabled when the gear selector is placed in R
Reverse and the ignition is ON. A reverse sensing control allows the driver to disable the
reverse sensing system only when the ignition is ON, and the gear selector is in R Reverse.
Turn the control to raise or lower volume. Page 37 Tune adjust The tune control works in radio
mode. Tune adjust in radio mode Press to move to the next frequency down the band whether
or not a listenable station is located there. Hold the control to move through the frequencies
quickly. Page 38 Controls and features Setting memory preset stations 1. Select the frequency
band with the AM or the FM select control. Select a station. Refer to Tune adjust or Seek
function for more information on selecting a station. Press and hold a memory preset control
until the sound returns, indicating the station is held in memory on the control you selected.
Page 39 Speaker balance adjust Speaker sound distribution can be adjusted between the right
and left speakers. Speaker fade adjust Speaker sound can be adjusted between the front and
rear speakers. Page 40 Controls and features selection. The tape deck stops and returns to play
mode when the AMS circuit senses a blank section on the tape. In order to ensure proper
operation of the AMS feature, the tape MUST have a blank section of at least four seconds
duration between programs. Rewind The rewind control works in tape mode. Page 41 Setting
the clock Press CLK to toggle between listening frequencies and clock mode while in radio
mode. Page 42 Controls and features When in clock mode, the media information will display for
10 seconds, when the radio is turned on, and then revert to clock information. Anytime that the
media is changed, new radio station, etc. Page 43 Turn the control to raise or lower volume.
Play will begin on the first track of the disc unless the CD changer is in shuffle mode. Refer to
Shuffle feature for more information. Page 45 Controls and features Scan function in radio mode
Press the SCAN control to hear a brief sampling of all listenable stations on the frequency band.
Press the SCAN control again to stop the scan mode. Page 46 Controls and features Speaker
balance adjust Speaker sound distribution can be adjusted between the right and left speakers.
Page 47 Fast forward The fast forward control works in CD mode. To fast forward in CD changer
mode, press the CD control preset Press the control again to deactivate fast forward mode.
Eject function Press the control to stop and eject a Compression feature Compression adjust
brings soft and loud CD passages together for a Page 48 Controls and features to decrease
hours and to increase hours. Page 51 Seek function in radio mode Press to find the next
listenable station down the frequency band. Press to find the next listenable station up the
frequency band. Seek function in tape mode Press to listen to the previous selection on the
tape. Press to listen to the next selection on the tape. Page 52 Controls and features Scan
function in tape mode Press the SCAN control to hear a short sampling of all selections on the
tape. The tape scans in a forward direction. To stop on a particular selection, press the control
again. Page Treble Adjust Starting autoset memory preset 1. Press the AUTO control. When the
first six strong stations are filled, the station stored in memory preset control 1 will start
playing. If there are less than six strong stations available on the frequency band, the remaining
memory preset controls will all store the last strong station available. Speaker balance adjust
Speaker sound distribution can be adjusted between the right and left speakers. Press the BAL
control then press: to shift sound to the left and to shift sound to the right. Press the button
during rewind or fast forward to stop the rewind or fast forward function. Eject function Press
the EJ control to stop and eject a tape. Press the EJ control to stop and eject a CD. Dolby noise
reduction Dolby noise reduction operates in tape mode. Page 57 Shuffle feature The shuffle
feature operates in CD mode if equipped and plays all tracks on the current disc in random
order. If equipped with the CD changer, the shuffle feature continues to the next disc after all
tracks on the current disc are played. If your vehicle has a separate clock module, other than
the digital radio display , the CLK button will not function in the above manner. Press the control to decrease volume. From the rear seat controls, volume control can be set no higher
than the current radio setting unless the speakers are turned off. Refer to Turning speakers on
and off. Turn control to raise or lower volume. Page 63 volume level, turn the audio system off
with the power control before switching off the ignition. Page 65 Seek function for CD changer if
equipped Press to seek to the previous track of the current disc. If a selection has been playing
for three seconds or more and you press , the CD changer will replay that selection from the
beginning. Page 66 Controls and features Setting memory preset stations 1. Page 67 to
decrease bass output and to increase bass output. Press the TREB control then press: to
decrease treble output and to increase treble output. Speaker balance adjust Speaker sound
distribution can be adjusted between the right and left Page 68 Controls and features Speaker
fade adjust Speaker sound can be adjusted between the front and rear speakers. Press the
FADE control then press: to shift sound to the front to shift sound to the rear. Pressing the

control for more than three seconds results in fast rewind. Fast forward The fast forward control
works in tape and CD modes. In the tape mode, tape direction will automatically reverse when
the end of the tape is reached. Page 70 Controls and features Compression adjust Compression
adjust brings soft and loud CD passages together for a more consistent listening level. Press
the COMP control to activate and deactivate compression adjust. Shuffle feature The shuffle
feature operates in CD mode and plays all tracks on the current disc in random order. Slide the
door to access the CD changer magazine. Press to eject the magazine. Page 78 Controls and
features If you pull too hard on the disc holder, the disc holder may come completely out of the
magazine. If this happens, reinsert the disc holder back into the magazine while pressing on the
lever A. Line up the CD with the groove of the disc holder. Page 79 The CD magazine may be
inserted or ejected with the radio power off. Keep the CD changer door closed. Coins and
foreign objects will damage the CD player and void your audio system warranty. Page 80
Controls and features Do not insert more than one disc into each slot of the CD changer
magazine. Do not insert any promotional odd shaped or sized discs, or discs with removable
labels into the CD player as jamming may occur. Page 81 Terrain. Static can be caused on AM
stations by power lines, electric fences, traffic lights and thunderstorms. Page 82 Controls and
features 4. ON, all electrical circuits operational. Warning lights illuminated. Key position when
driving. START, cranks the engine. Release the key as soon as the engine starts. If you drive up
or down a steep hill, your vehicle speed may vary momentarily slower or faster than the set
speed. Page 84 Controls and features You can accelerate with the accelerator pedal at any time
during speed control usage. Releasing the accelerator pedal will return your vehicle to the
previously programmed set speed. Page 85 To disengage speed control Depress the brake
pedal or Depress the clutch pedal if equipped. Disengaging the speed control will not erase the
previously programmed set speed. Pressing OFF will erase the previously programmed set
speed. Controls and features Hold the control while adjusting the wheel to the desired position,
then release the control to lock the steering wheel in position. Never adjust the steering wheel
when the vehicle is moving. Page 88 Controls and features Push tap the end of the stalk briefly
for a single swipe no wash. Push and hold for three swipes with wash. Push and hold for a
longer wash up to ten seconds. The door will open slightly and can be moved to full open. Moon
roof if equipped You can move the moon roof back to open the glass panel or tilt up to ventilate
the vehicle. Page 92 Controls and features Do not let children play with the moon roof. They
may seriously hurt themselves. The temperature display can be turned off and on by pressing
the MODE control on the overhead console. Page 93 Controls and features Compass zone
adjustment 1. Determine which magnetic zone you are in by referring to the zone map. The
display should show the current zone number. Page 94 Controls and features Compass
calibration adjustment Perform this adjustment in an open area free from steel structures and
high voltage lines: Press and hold the MODE control until CAL appears in the display
approximately eight seconds and release. Page 95 Programming 1. Prepare for programming
the HomeLink Universal Transceiver by erasing the three factory default codes by holding down
the two outside buttons until the red light begins to flash after 20 seconds. Release both
buttons. Hold the end of your hand-held transmitter 5â€”14 cm 2â€”5 inches away from the
HomeLink Universal Transceiver surface located on your visor while keeping the red light in
view. Page 96 Controls and features To program your hand-held transmitters: continue to hold
the button on the HomeLink Universal Transceiver. Page 97 3. Press and release the
programmed HomeLink button. Press and release the HomeLink button a second time to
complete the training process. Some garage door openers may require this procedure to be
done a third time to complete the training. The 2nd or 3rd press from step 3 will activate the
door. Page 98 Controls and features Operating TravelNote TravelNote records and stores
messages for up to three minutes in total length with simple controls. All you have to do is push
a button and begin speaking. Page 99 To delete a message: 1. Press and release the DEL button
while listening to a message or shortly after. The indicator light will flash green twice. Page
Controls and features 4. The autolamp automatically turns the lamps on and off. The indicator
light will illuminate when the headlamps turn on. Depress again to stop window operation. One
touch down can be deactivated during operation by pushing down on the top part of the driver
power window control. The rear doors can be opened from the outside when the doors are
unlocked. The childproof locks are located on rear edge of each rear door and must be set
separately for each door. Page Heated outside mirrors if equipped Both mirrors are heated
automatically to remove ice, mist and fog when the rear window defrost is activated. Do not
remove ice from the mirrors with a scraper or attempt to readjust the mirror glass if it is frozen
in place. Page Controls and features Use only soft cups in the cupholder. Hard objects can
injure you in a collision. Auxiliary power point The power point is an additional power source for
electrical accessories. Rear console features The rear console incorporates the following

features: air vents audio system controls If you find resistance when raising the armrest, make
sure the cupholder is fully closed or else damage may occur to the armrest. Page Controls and
features The liftgate door and window should be closed before driving your vehicle. If not,
possible damage may occur to the liftgate door lift cylinders and attaching hardware. Page 1.
Remove the shade from the vehicle and extend it with the smooth grain facing you. Wrap the
vinyl around the roller tube twice. Tuck the edges of the vinyl inside the end cap with each wrap.
Fold the edges of the vinyl towards the center, making sure that the edges clear the end cap
slots. The interior lamps will illuminate. Press the control a second time within five seconds to
unlock all doors. Locking the doors Press this control to lock all doors. To confirm all doors are
closed and locked, press the control a second time within five seconds. Memory seat feature if
equipped The remote entry system can also control the memory seat feature. Page Controls and
features The memory feature will continue to work from the door control even when deactivated
at the remote entry module. Replacing the battery The transmitter is powered by one coin type
three-volt lithium battery CR or equivalent. Typical operating range will allow you to be up to 10
meters 33 feet away from your vehicle. Page Controls and features Illuminated entry The interior
lamps illuminate when the remote entry system is used to unlock the door s or sound the
personal alarm. The dome lamp control if equipped must not be set to the OFF position for the
illuminated entry system to operate. Page Programming your own personal entry code 1. Enter
the factory-set code keypad will illuminate when pressed. Enter your personal 5 digit code.
Enter each digit within five seconds of the previous one. Page Controls and features 2. The horn
will chirp once if autolock was deactivated or twice one short and one long chirp if autolock was
activated. Page If a problem occurs, turn the ignition OFF and restart the engine with all other
objects on the key ring held away from the ignition key. Check to make sure the encoded
ignition key is an approved Ford encoded ignition key. Page Theft indicator The theft indicator
on the instrument cluster will operate as follows: When the ignition is OFF, the theft indicator
will flash briefly every two seconds to indicate the SecuriLock vehicle. Page Controls and
features 3. Within five seconds of turning the ignition to OFF, insert the second previously
programmed SecuriLock key into the ignition and turn the ignition from OFF to ON maintain
ignition in ON for at least one second but no more than five seconds. The purpose of these head
restraints is to help limit head motion in the event of a rear collision. To properly adjust your
head restraints, lift the head restraint so that it is located directly behind your head or as close
to that position as possible. Page Seating and safety restraints Always drive and ride with your
seatback upright and the lap belt snug and low across the hips. Lift handle to move seat
forward or backward. The control is located on the outboard side of the seat cushion. Press
front to raise or lower the front portion of the seat cushion. Press rear to raise or lower the rear
portion of the seat cushion. Page Seating and safety restraints Memory seats if equipped This
system allows automatic positioning of the driver seat to three programmable positions. The
memory seat control is located on the driver door. To program position one, move the driver
seat to the desired position using the seat controls. Page Seating and safety restraints Using
the power lumbar support if equipped The power lumbar control is located on the outboard side
of the seat. Press one side of the control to adjust firmness. Press the other side of the control
to adjust softness. Page Seating and safety restraints 1. Press the lower release control
downward to unlatch the seatback. Rotate the seatback downward into the load floor position.
Press down on the top outboard area of the seatback until a click is heard. Page To return the
seat to the upright position: Press downward on the upper corner of the seatback and hold. Pull
the release handle upward to unlatch the seat. Rotate the seatback upward until the seatback
latches in the upright position. The seatback will click when it is locked into position. Page
Seating and safety restraints All occupants of the vehicle, including the driver, should always
properly wear their safety belts, even when an air bag SRS is provided. It is extremely
dangerous to ride in a cargo area, inside or outside of a vehicle. In a collision, people riding in
these areas are more likely to be seriously injured or killed. Page Seating and safety restraints
The front and rear outboard safety restraints in the vehicle are combination lap and shoulder
belts. The front passenger and rear seat outboard safety belts have two types of locking modes
described below: Vehicle sensitive mode The vehicle sensitive mode is the normal retractor
mode, allowing free shoulder belt length adjustment to your movements and locking in
response to vehicle movement. Page Grasp the shoulder portion and pull downward until the
entire belt is extracted. Allow the belt to retract. As the belt retracts, you will hear a clicking
sound. This indicates the safety belt is now in the automatic locking mode. Page Seating and
safety restraints Front safety belt height adjustment Your vehicle has safety belt height
adjustments for the driver and front passenger. Adjust the height of the shoulder belt so the belt
rests across the middle of your shoulder. To lower the shoulder belt height, push the button and
slide the height adjuster down. Page Conditions of operation If Page 3 of 4 fatal crashes occur

within 25 miles of home. Ford designs its safety belts to enhance comfort. If you are
uncomfortable - try different positions for the safety belt upper anchorage and seatback which
should be as upright as possible; Page Reasons given Sitting on the safety belt will increase the
risk of injury in an accident. Page This information will assist Ford in the servicing of your
vehicle and may help Ford better understand real world collisions and further improve the
safety of future vehicles. Page Seating and safety restraints Important supplemental restraint
system SRS precautions The supplemental restraint system is designed to work with the safety
belt to help protect the driver and right front passenger from certain upper body injuries. Air
bags DO NOT inflate slowly or gently and the risk of injury from a deploying air bag is greatest
close to the trim covering the air bag See your Ford or Lincoln Mercury dealer. Children and air
bags Page Seating and safety restraints How does the air bag supplemental restraint system
work? The air bag SRS is designed to activate when the vehicle sustains longitudinal
deceleration sufficient to cause the sensors to close an electrical circuit that initiates air bag
inflation. Page Several air bag system components get hot after inflation. Do not touch them
after inflation. If the air bag has deployed, the air bag will not function again and must be
replaced immediately. If the air bag is not replaced, the unrepaired area will increase the risk of
injury in a collision. Page Do not attempt to service, repair, or modify the air bag Supplemental
Restraint System, its fuses or the seat cover on a seat containing an air bag. All occupants of
the vehicle including the driver should always Page How does the side air bag system work?
The side air bag system consists of the following: An inflatable nylon bag air bag with a gas
generator concealed behind the outboard bolster of the driver and front passenger seatbacks. A
special seat cover designed to allow airbag deployment. Page Seating and safety restraints
Several air bag system components get hot after inflation. If the side air bag has deployed, the
air bag will not function again. The side air bag system including the seat must be inspected
and serviced by a qualified technician in accordance with Page Disposal of air bags and air bag
equipped vehicles including pretensioners For disposal of air bags or air bag equipped
vehicles, see your local dealership or qualified technician. Page To improve the fit of lap and
shoulder belts on children who have outgrown child safety seats, Ford recommends use of a
belt-positioning booster seat that is labelled as conforming to all applicable Federal motor
vehicle safety standards. Belt-positioning booster seats raise the child and provide a shorter,
firmer seating cushion that encourages safer seating posture and better fit of lap and shoulder
belts on the child. Page passenger side front and outboard rear seating positions if equipped.
Ford recommends the use of a child safety seat having a top tether strap. Install the child safety
seat in a seating position which is capable of providing a tether anchorage. For more
information on top tether straps, refer to Attaching safety seats with tether straps. Page Seating
and safety restraints Installing child safety seats in combination lap and shoulder belt seating
positions Air bags can kill or injure a child in a child seat. NEVER place a rear-facing child seat
in front of an active air bag. If you must use a forward-facing child seat in the front seat, move
the seat all the way back. Page Seating and safety restraints 3. Be sure the belt webbing is not
twisted. Insert the belt tongue into the proper buckle the buckle closest to the direction the
tongue is coming from for that seating position until Page Seating and safety restraints 7. Pull
the lap belt portion across the child seat toward the buckle and pull up on the shoulder belt
while pushing down with your knee on the child seat. Allow the safety belt to retract to remove
any slack in the belt. Page The anchorbracket must be installed using the instructions provided
with the kit. Tighten the anchor according to specifications. Otherwise, the safety seat may not
be properly secured and the child may be injured in a sudden stop or collision. This system
meets all Canadian Interference-Causing Equipment standard requirements regulating the
impulse electrical field strength of radio noise. When starting a fuel-injected engine, avoid
pressing the accelerator before or during starting. Page 2. Make sure the headlamps and vehicle
accessories are off. If starting a vehicle with an automatic transmission: Make sure the parking
brake is set. Make sure the gearshift is in P Park. If starting a vehicle with a manual
transmission: Make sure the parking brake is set. If a light fails to illuminate, have the vehicle
serviced. Page Using the engine block heater if equipped An engine block heater warms the
engine coolant, which improves starting, warms up the engine faster and allows the
heater-defroster system to respond quickly. Page Starting Important ventilating information If
the engine is idling while the vehicle is stopped in an open area for long periods of time, open
the windows at least 2. Adjust the heating or air conditioning if equipped to bring in fresh air.
Improve vehicle ventilation by keeping all air inlet vents clear of snow, leaves and other debris.
Refer to the scheduled maintenance guide for scheduled maintenance. In normal operation,
automotive brake systems may emit occasional or intermittent squeal or groan noises when the
brakes are applied. Page Driving ABS warning lamp warning lamp in the instrument cluster
momentarily illuminates when the ignition is turned to the ON position. If the light does not

illuminate momentarily at start up, remains on or continues to flash, the ABS needs to be
serviced. With the ABS light on, the anti-lock brake system is disabled and normal braking is
still effective unless the Page The BRAKE warning lamp in the instrument cluster illuminates
and remains illuminated when the ignition is turned ON until the parking brake is released.
Always set the parking brake fully and make sure that the gearshift is securely latched in P Park
automatic transmission or in 1 First manual transmission. Page In a rollover crash, an unbelted
person is significantly more likely to die than a person wearing a seat belt. Your vehicle has
special design and equipment features to make it capable of performing in a wide variety of
circumstances. These special design features, such as larger tires and increased ground
clearance, give the vehicle a higher center of gravity than a passenger car. Page Driving 2.
Insert the key and turn it to OFF. Apply the brake pedal and shift to N Neutral. Start the vehicle.
Make sure the gearshift lever is securely latched in P Park. This position locks the transmission
and prevents the rear wheels from turning. Always set the parking brake fully and make sure the
gearshift lever is latched in P Park. Drive â€” Not shown on the display. Activate by pressing the
transmission control switch on the end of the gearshift lever with the gearshift in position. Page
Forced Downshifts To gain acceleration in passing another vehicle, push the accelerator to the
floor. The transmission will downshift to the appropriate gear: third, second or first gear.
Driving with a 5â€”speed automatic transmission if equipped Your automatic transmission
electronically controls the shift feel by using an adaptive learning strategy. Page Driving Always
set the parking brake fully and make sure the gearshift is latched in P Park. Turn off the ignition
whenever you leave your vehicle. R Reverse With the gearshift lever in R Reverse , the vehicle
will move backward. Always come to a complete stop before shifting into and out of R Reverse.
Page Drive â€” Not shown on the display. Activate by pressing the transmission control switch
on the end of the gearshift lever with the gearshift in Overdrive position. The TCIL will illuminate
on the instrument cluster. Transmission operates in gears one through four. Page Driving
Driving a manual transmission if equipped Using the clutch Vehicles equipped with a manual
transmission have a starter interlock that prevents Starting the engine unless the clutch pedal is
fully depressed. When starting a vehicle with a manual transmission: 1. Engage the parking
brake. Shift into 1 First. Turn the ignition to Off. Do not park your vehicle in Neutral, it may move
unexpectedly and injure someone. Use 1 First gear and set the parking brake fully.
Recommended shift speeds recommended for best fuel economy Shift from Page Driving Shift
from: 5 Overdrive - 4 4 - 3 3 - 2 2 - 1 Reverse Ensure that the vehicle is at a complete stop before
shifting into R Reverse. Failure to do so may damage the transmission. Put the gearshift lever
into N and wait at least several seconds before shifting into R. Page Positions of the
Control-Trac system The Control-Trac system functions in three modes: The 4WD AUTO mode
provides four-wheel drive with full power delivered to the rear axle, and to the front axle as
required for increased traction. This is appropriate for normal on-road operating conditions,
such as dry road surfaces, wet pavement, snow and gravel. Page Driving tire could result in
damage to driveline components and make the vehicle difficult to control. Utility and four-wheel
drive vehicles are not designed for cornering at speeds as high as passenger cars any more
than low-slung sports cars are designed to perform satisfactorily under off-road conditions.
Bring the vehicle to a stop. Depress the brake. Place the gearshift in N Neutral automatic
transmission or depress the clutch manual transmission. Page Driving Sand When driving over
sand, try to keep all four wheels on the most solid area of the trail. Do not reduce the tire
pressures but shift to a lower gear and drive steadily through the terrain. Apply the accelerator
slowly and avoid spinning the wheels. Page When speed control is on and you are driving
uphill, your vehicle speed may drop considerably, especially if you are carrying a heavy load.
Resume speed with accelerator pedal. Page Driving Driving off-road with AWD Your vehicle is
specially equipped for driving on sand, snow, mud and rough terrain and has operating
characteristics that are somewhat different from conventional vehicles, both on and off the
road. Maintain steering wheel control at all times, especially in rough terrain. Since sudden
changes in terrain can result in abrupt steering wheel motion, make sure you grip the steering
wheel from the outside. Page Driving When driving through water, determine the depth; avoid
water higher than the bottom of the hubs if possible and proceed slowly. If the ignition system
gets wet, the vehicle may stall. Once through water, always try the brakes. Wet brakes do not
stop the vehicle as effectively as dry brakes. Page Driving Automatic transmissions may shift
frequently while driving up steep grades. Eliminate frequent shifting by shifting out of D Drive.
Driving on snow and ice An AWD vehicle has advantages over 2WD vehicles in snow and ice
but can skid like any other vehicle. Avoid sudden applications of power and quick changes of
direction on snow and ice. Page Driving to the front of your vehicle, potentially including weight
added to the cab , the weight added should not exceed the front axle reserve capacity FARC.
Additional frontal weight may be added to the front axle reserve capacity provided you limit

your payload in other ways i. Traction or brake capability may be limited and if the ignition
system gets wet, your engine may stall. If driving through deep or standing water is
unavoidable, proceed very slowly. Page Driving Do not exceed the maximum loads listed on the
Safety Compliance Certification label. For load specification terms found on the label, refer to
Vehicle loading in this chapter. Remember to figure in the tongue load of your loaded vehicle
when figuring the total weight. Maximum trailer weights shown. Page Driving 4x4 and AWD with
automatic transmission 4. Contact your local Ford dealership for assistance in proper trailer tow
wiring installation. Additional electrical equipment may be required. Page Driving Driving while
you tow When towing a trailer: Ensure that you turn off your speed control. The speed control
may shut off automatically when you are towing on long, steep grades. Consult your local motor
vehicle speed regulations for towing a trailer. Use a lower gear when towing up or down steep
hills. Page Maximum distance is 80 km 50 miles. RWD vehicles with 4x4 electronic shift transfer
case or All Wheel Drive AWD vehicles with automatic transmissions Regarding recreational
towing or having your vehicle towed, 4x4 vehicles with electronic shift on the fly and AWD
vehicles cannot be towed with any wheels on the ground with the exception of moving it as a
disabled vehicle off the road out of traffic. This program is separate from the New Vehicle
Limited Warranty. Page Roadside coverage beyond basic warranty In the United States, you
may purchase additional roadside assistance coverage beyond this period through the Ford
Auto Club by contacting your Ford or Lincoln Mercury dealer. Similarly in Canada, you may
purchase additional coverage beyond the basic coverage period by consulting the Ford
Roadside Assistance Club brochure or by calling 1â€”â€”â€”CLUB 1â€”â€”â€” Use the
following procedure to reset the fuel pump shut-off switch. Turn the ignition to the OFF
position. Check the fuel system for leaks. Page Roadside emergencies Always replace a fuse
with one that has the specified amperage rating. Using a fuse with a higher amperage rating can
cause severe wire damage and could start a fire. Pull the panel cover outward to access the
fuses. To remove a fuse use the fuse puller tool provided on the fuse panel cover. Always
disconnect the battery before servicing high current fuses. Instead, gradually decrease your
speed. Hold the steering wheel firmly and slowly move to a safe place on the side of the road.
Page Roadside emergencies Removing the spare tire 1. Insert the jack handle into the rear
bumper opening. The handle will stop moving and forward resistance to turning will be felt
when properly engaged. Turn the handle counterclockwise until tire is lowered to the ground,
the tire can be slid rearward and the cable is slightly slack. Park on a level surface, activate
hazard flashers and set the parking brake. When one of the rear wheels is off the ground, the
transmission alone will not prevent the vehicle from moving or slipping off the jack, even if the
Turn OFF the air suspension switch if equipped. Refer to Air suspension system in the Driving
chapter. Page To lessen the risk of personal injury, do not put any part of your body under the
vehicle while changing a tire. Do not start the engine when your vehicle is on the jack. The jack
is only meant for changing the tire. Never use the front or rear differential as a jacking point. An
explosion could result in injury or vehicle damage. Do not push start your vehicle. You could
damage the catalytic converter. Page Roadside emergencies Connecting the jumper cables 1.
Note: In the illustrations, lightning bolts are used to designate the assisting boosting battery.
Page Roadside emergencies 3. Connect the negative - cable to the negative - terminal of the
assisting battery. Page Roadside emergencies 4. Ensure that the cables are clear of fan blades,
belts, moving parts of both engines, or any fuel delivery system parts. Jump starting 1. Start the
engine of the booster vehicle and run the engine at moderately increased speed. Page Roadside
emergencies Engines except 4. Page Roadside emergencies 2. After the disabled vehicle has
been started and the jumper cables removed, allow it to idle for several minutes so the engine
computer can relearn its idle conditions. Page It is recommended that your vehicle be towed
with a wheel lift or flatbed equipment. Do not tow with a slingbelt. Ford Motor Company has not
approved a slingbelt towing procedure. We provide a scheduled maintenance guide which
makes tracking routine service easy. If your vehicle requires professional service, your
dealership can provide the necessary parts and service. Page 3. Turn off the engine and remove
the key. Block the wheels to prevent the vehicle from moving unexpectedly. Working with the
engine on Automatic transmission: 1. Set the parking brake and ensure the gearshift is securely
latched in P Park. Page Maintenance and care 2. Go to the front of the vehicle and release the
auxiliary latch that is located in the center between the hood and the grill. Lift the hood until the
lift cylinders hold it open. Windshield washer fluid reservoir 2. Engine oil filler cap 3.
Transmission fluid dipstick automatic transmission 4. Engine oil dipstick 5. Power steering fluid
reservoir 6. Brake fluid reservoir 7. Page Maintenance and care 4. Automatic transmission fluid
dipstick 3. Engine oil filler cap 4. Brake fluid reservoir 6. Power distribution box 7. Battery 8.
Power steering fluid reservoir 9. Page Maintenance and care 5. Engine coolant reservoir 2.
Windshield washer fluid reservoir 3. Automatic transmission fluid dipstick 5. Page Maintenance

and care 3. Set the parking brake and ensure the gearshift is securely latched in P Park
automatic transmissions or 1 First manual transmissions. Open the hood. Protect yourself from
engine heat. Locate and carefully remove the engine oil level indicator dipstick. Page 6. Wipe
the indicator clean. Insert the indicator fully, then remove it again. Page Change your engine oil
and filter according to the appropriate schedule listed in the scheduled maintenance guide.
Ford production and aftermarket Motorcraft oil filters are designed for added engine protection
and long life. If a replacement oil filter is used that does not meet Ford material and design
specifications, start-up engine noises or knock may be experienced. Page MAX. Do not fill
above this line. Use only a DOT 3 brake fluid certified to meet Ford specifications. Refer to
Lubricant specifications in the Capacities and specifications chapter. Brake fluid is toxic. If
brake fluid contacts the eyes, flush eyes with running water for 15 minutes. Page If the fluid
level drops, refill the fluid level to the step in the reservoir. Use only a DOT 3 brake fluid
designed to meet Ford specifications. Refer to Capacities and specifications. Page Washer fluid
for the liftgate is supplied by the same reservoir as the windshield. Maintenance and care
symbol. Page 4. When you are sure that all the pressure has been released, use the cloth to turn
it counterclockwise and remove the cap. Recycled engine coolant Ford Motor Company
recommends the use of a recycled engine coolant produced by Ford-approved processes. Page
Always dispose of used automotive fluids in a responsible manner. Fill your engine coolant
reservoir as outlined in Adding engine coolant in this chapter. Refer to the scheduled
maintenance guide for the service interval schedules. Start the engine and let it run until it
reaches normal operating temperature the engine coolant temperature gauge indicator will be
near the center of the normal area between H and C. While the engine idles, turn the steering
wheel left and right several times. Page Maintenance and care pulling a trailer, the vehicle
should be turned off for about 30 minutes to allow fluid to cool before checking. Drive the
vehicle 30 km 20 miles or until it reaches normal operating temperature. Park the vehicle on a
level surface and engage the parking brake. Page High fluid level Fluid levels above the safe
range may result in transmission failure. High fluid levels can be caused by an overheating
condition. Adjusting automatic transmission fluid levels Before adding any fluid, make sure the
correct type is used. With the parking brake engaged and your foot on the brake pedal, start the
engine and move the gearshift lever through all of the gear ranges. High fluid level Fluid levels
above the safe range may result in transmission failure. Add enough fluid through the filler
opening so that the fluid level is at the bottom of the opening. Install and tighten the fill plug
securely. Use only fluid that meets Ford specifications. Refer to the Capacities and
specifications chapter. Page Use only fluid that meets Ford specifications. However, for severe
usage or in high temperature climates, check the battery electrolyte level. Page Batteries
normally produce explosive gases which can cause personal injury. Therefore, do not allow
flames, sparks or lighted substances to come near the battery. When working near the battery,
always shield your face and protect your eyes. Always provide proper ventilation. Page
Maintenance and care The vehicle may need to be driven to relearn the idle and fuel trim
strategy. If you do not allow the engine to relearn its idle trim, the idle quality of your vehicle
may be adversely affected until the idle trim is eventually relearned. Page 10 to 12 inches or
limited production tires as defined in Title 49 Code of Federal Regulations Part Department of
Transportation-Tire quality grades: The U. Department of Transportation requires Ford to give
you the following information about tire grades exactly as the government has written it. Page
Maintenance and care Treadwear The treadwear grade is a comparative rating based on the
wear rate of the tire when tested under controlled conditions on a specified government test
course. Check the tire pressure when tires are cold, after the vehicle has been parked for at
least one hour or has been driven less than 5 km 3 miles. Page If you do not follow these
precautions, your vehicle may not drive properly and safely. Make sure that all replacement tires
are of the same size, type, load-carrying capacity and tread design e. Page The tires on your
vehicle have all-weather treads to provide traction in rain and snow. However, in some climates,
using snow tires and traction devices may be necessary. Ford offers tire cables as a Ford
approved accessory and recommends use of these or their equivalents. See your dealer or
qualified service technician for more information on tire cables for your vehicle. The pressure in
an overfilled tank may cause leakage and lead to fuel spray and fire. The fuel system may be
under pressure. If the fuel filler cap is venting vapor or if you hear a hissing sound, wait until it
stops before completely removing the fuel filler cap. Page Avoid inhaling fuel vapors. Inhaling
too much fuel vapor of any kind can lead to eye and respiratory tract irritation. In severe cases,
excessive or prolonged breathing of fuel vapor can cause serious illness and permanent injury.
Avoid getting fuel liquid in your eyes. If fuel is splashed in the eyes, remove contact lenses if
worn , flush with water for 15 minutes and seek medical attention. The use of leaded fuel is
prohibited by law and could damage your vehicle. Do not use fuel containing methanol. It can

damage critical fuel system components. Your vehicle was not designed to use fuel or fuel
additives with metallic compounds, including manganese-based compounds containing MMT.
Page World-wide Fuel Charter. Page The customer warranty may be void for any damage to the
fuel tank or fuel system if the correct genuine Ford or Motorcraft fuel filler cap is not used. Page
Filling the tank The advertised fuel capacity of the fuel tank on your vehicle is equal to the rated
refill capacity of the fuel tank as listed in the Refill Capacities section of the Capacities and
specifications chapter. The advertised capacity is the amount of the indicated capacity and the
empty reserve combined. Follow one of the simple calculations in order to determine fuel
economy: Multiply liters used by , then divide by total kilometers traveled. Divide total miles
traveled by total gallons used. Keep a record for at least one month and record the type of
driving city or highway. Page Maintenance Keep tires properly inflated and use only
recommended size. Operating a vehicle with the wheels out of alignment will reduce fuel
economy. Use recommended engine oil. Refer to Lubricant Specifications. Perform all regularly
scheduled maintenance items. Follow the recommended maintenance schedule and owner
maintenance checks found in your vehicle scheduled maintenance guide. Page If other than
Ford, Motorcraft or Ford-authorized parts are used for maintenance replacements or for service
of components affecting emission control, such non-Ford parts should be equivalent to genuine
Ford Motor Company parts in performance and durability. Page Maintenance and care
Replacing headlamp bulbs To remove the headlamp bulb: 1. Make sure headlamp switch is in
OFF position, then lift hood and open the hinged headlamp cover. Disconnect the electrical
connector from the bulb by pulling rearward. Page Maintenance and care If the bulb is
accidentally touched, it should be cleaned with rubbing alcohol before being used. You may
need to turn the bulb left or right to align the grooves in the plastic base with the tabs in the
lamp assembly. Follow the same steps to replace either bulb: 1. Open the liftgate to expose the
lamp assemblies. Page Maintenance and care Replacing license plate lamp bulbs 1. Remove
two screws and the license plate lamp assembly from the liftgate. Pull the bulb out from lamp
assembly and push in the new bulb. Install the lamp assembly on liftgate with two screws. Pull
the bulb straight out of the socket and push in the new bulb. To complete installation, follow the
removal procedure in reverse order. Page If your vehicle has been in an accident the alignment
of your headlamps should be checked by a qualified service technician. Washing your vehicle
Wash your vehicle regularly with cold or lukewarm water. Observe the application instructions
on the products. Cleaning the wheels Wash with the same detergent as the body of your
vehicle. Do not use acid-based or alcohol-based wheel cleaners, steel wool, fuel or strong
detergents. Page Cleaning the exterior lamps Wash with the same detergent as the exterior of
your vehicle. To avoid scratching the lamps, do not use a dry paper towel, chemical solvents or
abrasive cleaners. This mild cleaner and special pad, cleans the leather and maintains its
natural beauty. Follow the instructions on the cleaner label. Page Maintenance and care Do not
use household cleaning products, alcohol solutions, solvents or cleaners intended for rubber,
vinyl or plastics. Woodtone trim Wipe stains with a soft cloth and a multi-purpose cleaning
solution. If a spark plug needs to be replaced, use only spark plugs with the service number
suffix letter as shown on the engine decal. Refer to Adding engine coolant, in the Maintenance
and Care chapter. Page The axle lubricant should be changed any time the axle has been
submerged in water. Add ml 4 oz. Ensure the correct automatic transmission fluid is used.
Transmission fluid requirements are indicated on the dipstick or on the dipstick handle. Page
Certification Label The engine number the last eight numbers of the vehicle identification
number is stamped on the engine block, transmission, frame and transfer case if equipped. If
you did not take advantage of the Ford Extended Service Plan at the time of purchasing your
vehicle, you may still be eligible. Please contact your dealer for further information. Page Away
from home If you own a Ford or Mercury vehicle and are away from home when your vehicle
needs service, or if you need more help than the dealership could provide, after following the
steps described above, contact the Ford Customer Assistance Center to find an authorized
dealership to help you. Page Ford Motor Company the names if known of all the people you
contacted at the The decisions of the Board are binding on Ford and, in some cases, on the
dealer but not on consumers who are free to pursue other remedies available to them under
state or federal law. Page If your vehicle must be serviced while you are traveling or living in
Central or South America, the Caribbean, or the Middle East, contact the nearest Ford
dealership. These quality accessories have been specifically engineered to fulfill your
automotive needs; Ford cannot assume responsibility for any adverse effects or damage that
may result from the use of such equipment. Customer assistance Page Index Index Air bag
supplemental restraint system Page Page Index Driving under special conditions Page
odometer Page Index fog lamps Page Preparing to drive your vehicle Page Index Transmission
Page Filling Station Information Unleaded fuel only - 87 octane This manual is also suitable for:

Explorer Explorer sport Print page 1 Print document pages. Cancel Delete. Sign In OR. Don't
have an account? Sign up! Restore password. Upload from disk. Upload from URL. The Ford
Explorer deserves consideration if you need a traditional midsize SUV with substantial towing
and off-roading capabilities. Shoppers looking primarily for a family vehicle with plenty of
passenger and cargo space, however, might be better off with a more modern seven-passenger
crossover. The Ford Explorer may not have been the world's first sport-utility vehicle, but it's
certainly among the most popular, with more than 5 million sold since its debut. Skyrocketing
gas prices and increased competition from new car-based crossover models have caused
Explorer sales to plummet in recent years, but many of the qualities that made this old-school
SUV so popular -- including its roomy interior and quiet, comfortable ride quality -- lead us to
conclude it still has much to offer a select group of buyers. Perhaps the Ford Explorer's biggest
advantage over newer midsize crossovers is that its rugged truck-based body-on-frame design
gives it a distinct edge in situations like trailer towing and off-roading. Towing capacity is above
average and the trailer sway control, part of the standard electronic stability control system,
helps minimize white-knuckle moments when towing in gusty crosswinds or making sudden
lane changes. Off-road, the availability of a true four-wheel-drive system with a low-range
transfer case allows the Explorer to go places where its all-wheel-drive crossover competitors
would rightly fear to tread although competitors like the Jeep Grand Cherokee are preferred for
dedicated off-roaders. On pavement, the Explorer remains one of the best handling of all
truck-based sport-utility vehicles. A smooth ride and the availability of optional bells and
whistles like Ford's Sync system and a cutting-edge navigation system with Sirius Travel Link
satellite data service further the Explorer's appeal. Those strong points aside, the Ford Explorer
gives ground to the crossover competition in several key areas. For example, the standard V6
engine's horsepower feels rather anemic compared to the hp V6 in the Ford Flex crossover. The
Explorer's available hp V8 provides slightly better acceleration and fuel economy than the V6,
though its overall performance is still rather unremarkable. Ultimately, the Ford Explorer may
not be the quickest or most fuel-efficient SUV on the block, but it's still an impressive package.
It's civilized enough to schlep the kids and their friends around town, and yet burly enough to
pull a 7,pound boat trailer down the rough dirt track that leads to your secluded mountain
hideaway. Note that these last two points are key because, while they make the Explorer a good
choice for buyers in need of those attributes, families who are just looking for generous
passenger and cargo room are likely to find that a crossover SUV is a better fit. Seating capacity
jumps from five to seven passengers when it's equipped with the available third-row seat. The
XLT with the Sport Package adds black exterior accents including the wheel arches, side-step
bars and front fascia along with inch alloy wheels and white-faced instruments. Compared to
the regular XLT, Eddie Bauer models add two-tone paint, inch alloy wheels, leather upholstery, a
power driver seat, heated front seats, a manual third-row seat, auto-dimming rearview mirror,
the Sync electronics interface and satellite radio. The top-of-the-line Explorer Limited features
monochromatic paint, inch alloy wheels, rear parking sensors, dual-zone automatic climate
control with a separate rear air-conditioner , perforated leather upholstery, a power front
passenger seat, driver memory functions, power-adjustable pedals and a power-folding
third-row seat. Also included with the Limited is an upgraded audio system with an in-dash CD
changer and steering-wheel-mounted controls. Many of the upper trim's features can be had as
options on lower trim levels, including rear-seat climate control and the upgraded stereo. The
Ford Explorer's base engine is a 4. For , the optional 4. A five-speed automatic transmission is
standard with the V6 engine, while the V8 comes mated to a six-speed automatic. Both engines
come with standard rear-wheel drive or an optional 4WD system that includes a push-button
low-range transfer case designed for negotiating slippery or uneven surfaces on or off road.
Also optional is a full-time all-wheel-drive system, but it requires the optional inch wheels.
Properly equipped, a V8 2WD Explorer can tow nearly 7, pounds. Performance with either
engine is adequate, though the Explorer lags behind most rivals. We timed a V8-equipped 4WD
Explorer at 9 seconds for the dash. By comparison, the Ford Flex does the same run in 8. All
major safety equipment is standard on the Ford Explorer, including antilock disc brakes,
stability control, front-seat side airbags and first- and second-row side curtain airbags. The
stability control system includes rollover sensing and trailer sway control. In government crash
testing, the Explorer earned a perfect five stars in all frontal- and side-impact crash tests. Much
of the credit goes to the independent rear suspension, which both smoothes the ride and helps
keep the wheels planted when traversing rough pavement. For a vehicle this size, the steering
feels surprisingly responsive. Power from both the V6 and V8 engines can best be described as
adequate, though most buyers will likely prefer the V8 for its greater refinement and added
low-end torque. Despite incremental improvements over the years, the Explorer's materials
quality remains mediocre and its design rudimentary. Most of the climate and audio controls are

comprised of lots of similar-looking black buttons, and the regular audio head unit still displays
its info in Ford's old-school, '80s-look green font. It's feasible to carry two adults in the third-row
seats, but choosing the third-row option slightly reduces the available cargo space and results
in a not-quite-flat load floor. Seven-passenger Ford Explorers max out at Notably, the back of
the second row's split bench seat reclines only if your Explorer has a third-row seat. The "quad
seating" option on Limited models places reclining captain's chairs in the second row with a
storage console between them, but drops passenger capacity to six. Doing so could save you
hundreds or thousands of dollars. Edmunds also provides consumer-driven dealership sales
and service reviews to help you make informed decisions about what cars to buy and where to
buy them. Simply research the type of car you're interested in and then select a used car from
our massive database to find cheap prew-owned vehicles for sale near you. Once you have
identified a used vehicle you're interested in, check the AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read
dealer reviews, and find out what other owners paid for the Used Ford Explorer. Is it better to
lease or buy a car? Ask most people and they'll probably tell you that car buying is the way to
go. And from a financial perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to make higher monthly
payments, pay off the loan in full and keep the car for a few years. Leasing, on the other hand,
can be a less expensive option on a month-to-month basis. It's also good if you're someone
who likes to drive a new car every three years or so. Check out Ford lease specials Check out
Ford Explorer lease specials. Popular searches. My notifications My Account. Review Features
Save. View Photos. Appraise this car. Weak and thirsty V6 engine, some low-grade interior
materials, dated interior design. Other years. List Price Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for sale.
Edmunds' Expert Review. Vehicle overview. For the Ford Explorer, the 4. Read more. Write a
review See all 30 reviews. Trying Again With a Newer Model. I bought this model used in Aug
after finding it on the lot before it was advertised for sale. I wanted to trade in my '04 Explorer
XLT after a mechanic told me the rear differential would fail 'soon'. The '04 was a money pit and
I wasn't going to spend another cent on it, despite putting a rebuilt tranny into it at 67k miles. I'd
read the '10 Explorer's reliability was much better more like my '97 Explorer , and this vehicle,
with only I've been very happy with it so far after 3 years, because When I complained in a
customer reply survey that the cheap wheel bearings used on this needed replacement at I've
never formally complained to Ford before, but it paid off here. As another reviewer noted, the
Goodyear OEM tires have no lifespan - almost shot after only Summer round trips average
between MPG. Favorite Features: Extremely smooth ride. Roomy interior. Love the heated seats
and mirrors for cold upstate NY winters. Thank goodness for the backup sensors. I really like
the Sirius satellite radio, too. The headrests, and the seating position they forced, took some
time to get used to, and the blind spots they create are enormous. I learned that if I adjusted the
side-view mirrors much wider than usual, it helped. Read less. They are very comfortable we
have heated leather seats fuel mileage about No problems to speak of. Been great! One set of
tires around 45k is all. The hp V6 is a very good engine. What it 'might' lack in [V8-like] power, it
makes up for in mpg and all other areas. And you feel safe driving it! AnFeels like a nice, good
sized solid SUV that rides like a car! There's a metal therm housing for sale, though what I did
was simply add a small bottle of Stop Leak [pellets] to the radiator, think is about oz. No more
small leak there. For me it's been simply the re-engaging of the trans after 'coasting'. No
problem with mine here at 80k. Change trans fluid, oil, and diff 80w gear and transfer case
fluids, and coolant flush when needed and you ''should'' be good to go. Good luck. Wish I had
known Ford Explorers have transmission issues before I bought this vehicle. Loved it but
immediately noticed that it was shifting at the appropriate time and when it did it was shifting
very hard. Also makes a "clunk" sound when coming to a stop - again the transmission. So far
the only thing the dealer can tell me is that they are waiting on Detroit to acknowledge the
problem. Said they had this issue with 2 previous year models as well. Contacted customer care
in Detroit and was told the vehicle was "functioning as designed". Will try to pursue resolution
under the lemon law from here. Don't buy this vehicle! See all 30 reviews of the Used Ford
Explorer. Write a review. Frontal Barrier Crash Rating. Dynamic Test Result No Tip. Risk Of
Rollover Not Rated. IIHS Rating. Side Impact Test. See full safety scores. Sponsored cars
related to the Explorer. Sign Up. Before it debuted as a model, the family-oriented four-door
sport-utility vehicle segment hardly existed at all. The Explorer formula turned out to be a huge
success, and soon after everyone got into the game. We all know what happened after that. Now
entering its sixth generation, the Ford Explorer represents a complete rethink of this three-row
family SUV. Early Explorers were built on truck frames and were primarily driven by the rear
wheels, and the outgoing model employed a front-wheel-drive layout and used car-like unibody
construction. The all-new model combines the best elements of each. It returns to a
rear-wheel-drive layout, but its body retains unibody construction. This detail isn't obvious at
first because the new Explorer uses familiar styling cues that give it a strong family

resemblance. These outward clues only hint at the transformative changes that lie hidden
beneath the sheet metal. The switch back to rear-wheel drive makes sense on numerous levels.
Handling and overall balance improve dramatically when you stop trying to steer and power a
vehicle from the same end. There are also benefits to towing stability and powertrain selection.
The new Explorer comes with Ford's smooth and sturdy speed automatic, for instance. And it
certainly doesn't hurt that Ford was able to expand the interior room in the bargain. There's a lot
to like here, but it's not a grand slam home run. The new Ford Explorer rides, handles and
accommodates passengers much better than the one it replaces, and it is dynamically superior
to its crossover competition. The hybrid offers unexpected benefits that extend beyond fuel
economy, too. But it can get expensive in a hurry, and the interior materials don't quite match
the price. Overall, the Explorer merits close consideration but you should also check out other
three-row SUV standouts such as the Honda Pilot and Kia Telluride. The Ford Explorer is a
three-row midsize SUV with seating for seven, or six if you opt for the second-row captain's
chairs. The base model is well-equipped and comes with a solid number of safety and
convenience features for a wallet-friendly price. The XLT costs a bit more but comes with more
comfort features that buyers will appreciate. Next up is the Limited , which adds leather and
most of the XLT's optional extras. A Limited Hybrid is also available. Finally, the ST adds a
high-output V6 and performance upgrades, and the luxurious Platinum comes with almost all
the bells and whistles the Explorer offers. The base, XLT and Limited models are all powered by
a turbocharged 2. Rear-wheel drive is standard, and all-wheel drive is available. A speed
automatic transmission is standard across the board. The Explorer also comes with Ford's
Co-Pilot suite of safety features, which includes automatic high beams, a blind-spot monitor
with rear cross-traffic alert, lane departure warning and mitigation, and pre-collision warning
with pedestrian detection and automatic emergency braking. There's also a feature that applies
the brakes following a collision to reduce the effects of a secondary collision. The XLT further
adds roof rails, heated mirrors, keyless entry and ignition, sound-reducing front side windows,
an upgraded driver information screen, upgraded cloth upholstery, a leather-wrapped steering
wheel with wheel-mounted paddle shifters, two-way power driver lumbar adjustment, a power
passenger seat with height adjustment, and two additional USB ports for the second row. There
are several notable equipment packages available for the XLT. The A package adds
silver-painted elements at the bottom of the bumpers, LED foglights, remote engine start,
simulated-leather upholstery, and an eight-way power passenger seat with power lumbar
adjustment. It also includes a feature that assists the driver in performing evasive maneuvers
when the car in front is slowing or stopped. And for drivers who live in climes with frigid
winters, the Cold Weather package adds a windshield wiper de-icer, heated front and
second-row seats, and a heated steering wheel. Both the Limited and the Limited Hybrid include
the above features. The Limited continues to have the four-cylinder engine, but the Limited
Hybrid has a 3. Upgrades for these trims include inch wheels, upgraded rear brakes, automatic
wipers, front parking sensors, power-folding mirrors, a hands-free liftgate, ambient interior
lighting, driver-seat memory functions, a power-adjustable steering wheel, an auto-dimming
rearview mirror, ventilated front seats, leather upholstery, power-assisted folding and heated
second-row seats, and power-folding third-row seats. The Limited's available A package
includes inch wheels and an active noise cancellation system. The high-octane ST unleashes
the fury with a turbocharged 3. It also adds special styling cues, the Trailer Tow package
optional on XLT and Limited models , an auto-dimming exterior mirror on the driver side, a
digital instrument panel, sport front seats, automated parallel and perpendicular parking, and
reverse automatic emergency braking. Both have inch wheels, red-painted calipers and
upgraded brakes. At the top of the Explorer hierarchy is the luxe Platinum. It has the same
engine as the ST but with a lower power output hp, lb-ft. You also get adaptive headlights,
unique taillights, a two-piece sunroof optional on the XLT and the Limited , leather-wrapped
interior trim, and upgraded leather upholstery. The Premium Technology package is available
for ST and Platinum models, adding massaging front seats, a Extremely pleased with this car.
This car basically takes me for a ride while on the highway. It frees you up to really scan your
surroundings while driving and anticipate what other drivers are doing. This feature is not
available on the Durango which stopped me from considering it. Explorer with these features is
very relaxing to drive. Park assist is good for parallel, useless for perpendicular parking.
Performance: After test driving all trim levels of the explorer to see if I could get away with a 4
cyl model, I ultimately decided that the low RPM torque available in the twin turbo model was a
necessity for my style of driving. Great waiting and appropriate steering ratio. I find body roll to
be minimal. Luxury: with the hollow barrier between the engine and the acoustic glass all
around in Platinum model it feels like a Mercedes acoustically. Stereo sounds excellent, bass
oriented, but very tight with no rattling. The seats are supremely comfortable. Practicality:

captains chairs are a hit. Everyone notices how plush the armrests are and plentiful legroom.
Auto tailgate is nice, and the hidden cubby underneath to keep things hidden is great. Dislikes:
optimization of large screen and Apple CarPlay. I found it more agile and better looking than the
Durango. The new Explorer is a great driving three row crossover that is supremely
comfortable. I only have miles on my fully loaded Platinum model, but I already have a few
concerns. First let me say that the safety features on this Explorer are incredible and work
flawlessly. I was backing out of my garage and suddenly it braked to an immediate halt. My
neighbors cat was walking by, it works. Ok, the few complaints. I'm not crazy about the But at
the time, inventory was limited due to factory issues, so I really couldn't hand pick my options
or color. So being impatient, I settled for magnetic with the technology package. I don't need
massaging seats either. Anyway, the interior is very nice, but the dash material is rather rough,
so wiping it down even with a microfiber cloth seems to scratch it. That's probably why they
recommend vacuuming it. I may have to invest in a dash cover. Another issue is noises. I realize
when you open the door, the noises you hear are waking up all the systems including the
brakes. What I don't like, is after I park in the garage, 10 minutes latter things are still activated,
making noises. No, it's not the exhaust cooling down. Also, this vehicle has clunking type noise
in the suspension at low speeds. When ever I buy a new vehicle, I make sure I drive it around for
a few weeks with the entertainment system off. I want to find out what is normal, and what is
not. Time will tell. I'm still in the break-in stage. I Love the way this vehicle handles. Has a lot of
power, and I can't wait to tow my boat behind it. I actually like this car. Its nice looking,
spacious, simple and easy to use controls, and very functional. Unfortunately, the transmission
is a loser. I work in real estate, so looking at properties, lots of stop and go driving. Shifting
from 1st into 2nd gear, and 2nd into 3rd gear, is quite jerky. Also, when the car is downshifting
from 3rd into 2nd, and 2nd into 1st gear, the car lunges forward in a jerky manner. Thought I
would get used to this, but its quite annoying and a bit unsettling when merging into traffic. I
assumed that since it is such an important car for Ford, that they would do extensive testing to
make sure it runs really well before selling it. Unfortunately, I was wrong. Do some homework
and you will see many reviews have commented on the jerky transmission Motortrend,
Consumer Reports, etc. Half the reviews on Edmunds also mention the transmission. What
happened is that Ford redid their manufacturing plant on a fasttrack, and ended up having lots
of Explorers could not be sold due to quality problems, and had to send the cars to third party
companies to fix them. Do yourself a favor and wait a year or two if your heart is set on an
Explorer. If I didnt have the transmission problem, I do like the car and would probably have
given it a 5 star rating. I'll be fighting with Ford now. As an engineer, I always knew you
shouldnt buy the first year of a new model. Better to wait a year or two until the issues are
worked out. Did I follow my own advice? Ofcourse not. Maybe I can help you avoid this problem.
Best of luck. I have an XLT with the A package. It now has just over 1k miles on it. It handles
very well with improved visibility over the I had. The cabin is comfortable with easy controls.
The 2nd row captain seats are nice, and it's easier to pass thru to the 3rd row. Nobody misses
the bench seat. There's enough leg room and the front seems roomier. The new screen is easy
to work your way thru the menus. The 2. Surprised at that one, after having only V6 engines for
nearly 20 years. It's a beautiful vehicle that's fun to drive. Write a review. See all reviews. We
brought the three of them together and put them through our expert and exhaustive rating
process and then sat down to talk it out. Will the Telluride remain the leader, or will the stylish
Palisade or all-new Explorer take the top spot? They're perfect for a growing family and a stylish
alternative to the minivan, which doesn't offer all wheel drive in most cases. You can expect lots
of advanced safety features, along with capable acceleration. We wanted to include a Honda
Pilot in this comparison test, but Honda declined. And for more videos like this one, click
Subscribe. And we've crawled through all three of these cabins pretty extensively. What did you
guys think? There's plenty of leg room, headroom, shoulder room. That's not the issue. It's
when you get into the second row. All of them have slide and recline middle row seats. It's
interesting that the Ford comes standard in most cases with captain's chairs and a bench is
optional, whereas on the Hyundai KIA, it's the other way around. But with a seat all the way
back-- I'm 6' 2, so I notice it more-- there's just kind of like a little less leg room in the Explorer. I
felt like my knees are a little closer to the front seat back. And I can sit behind myself,
technically, if I set the driver's seat to my liking. But in the other two, I just have lots of room
and the seats have better cushioning, too. So I tried installing car seats in all three of the cars.
As far as the seat anchors, I found that the Ford had anchors that are slightly more visible,
which made it easier to find and click in, whereas with the Telluride and the Palisade, the
anchors were a bit more recessed. But when it came to installing the seat base, all three were
relatively easy. But having a larger, rear facing car seat, I found that there were significantly
more space in the Telluride and Palisade than there was in the Explorer, where I could barely fit

a hand in between the driver's seat and the car seat when it suggested for myself. I'm about 5' 9,
so it wasn't an issue. But I think drivers that are 6 foot and taller might have an issue with that.
But it was still kind of eye opening to get in the back of these. I'm about 6 feet tall, so I'm kind of
at the limit as to what you can reasonably expect a vehicle this size to accommodate. But here
we also saw two of the vehicles have enough room for people like me. But I feel like the
Telluride and the Palisade did an exceptionally good job in making it actually pretty comfortable
for adults. Now, in terms of access to the third row-- again, the Telluride and Palisade have
similar ways of getting back there. There's a release button you press. And they actually have
two-- there's one on the shoulder, and one on the bottom, which makes it easier for kids to
access. And when you push that button, the seat slides forward and you can just climb in.
You'd have to go around to the hatch, open the hatch, and use the buttons there to power the
third row up and then go around and get in. You could put the third row seat up from either the
rear passenger door or the trunk. There was just that much more room, not only for our bodies,
but it was a better place to sit. And the Ford, on the left hand side, had an armrest. It was really
strange, Ford having some sort of asymmetrical arrangement. I went to go put my arm on the
armrest and found it sitting in a bin instead, which was very uncomfortable. And each of these
vehicles has a different way of handling small items storage. It's got a rotary shifter. I think all
three of these handle the shifter differently and the Ford is in a nice rotary knob. It's really easy
to figure out. But what it means is doesn't take up much space. So there's room for a nice big
bin in front of it that you can close, and that's where the USB port is. There's a couple of cup
holders alongside the shifter and a little slot where you can stand up your phone, so you can
still use the cup holders you don't have to put your phone in a cup holder, which is nice. Yeah
and there's a little place where you can lean a phone up against a wireless charging pad right
behind that. And then there's the center console, which isn't too huge. But since you've got the
one in the front, that's not bad. And then the door pockets are big and the glove box is big. And
even the rear seat has big door pockets. The center console in the Ford Explorer is
non-existent, it's more of a tray on the floor. They say that so you can hop into the back row
between the captain's chairs. OK, but it is just a tray on the floor. But still, it's a pretty good
setup. It also has a shift by wire, gear selector up front. So you don't have this mechanical
mechanism taking up a lot of space. I mean we can argue that point. I think some people might
like it, some people not. But I think the fact is, it saves space up front. I think you're going to
throw hair clips in there, like cell phone cable, sunglasses, car keys are going to get lost
because it's got a little charging pad slot that actually disappears underneath the shifter. And I
didn't run into a time when I couldn't find my car keys. And they'd actually slid inside there. And
I had to go fishing around for it. But I think normal life is just going to pile a bunch of stuff
inside that bin. Yeah, the KIA does have a more old school shifter. I kind of like that better. It has
less space, less actual volume. But I think the KIA uses it better. I think you've got cup holders
that hold cups well. You've got a place to put your phone. You've got not as much space, but I
think it just utilizes the space and it has better. And if you open up the center console bin, you
can put a roll of paper towels in there vertically. So even though I didn't have as much space,
like you said, I think it makes good use of the space it does have. And I also think it looks kind
of the nicest. The KIA has got three vents across the center, tons of airflow. I was always
comfortable. The Hyundai Palisade has two. And the Explorer also has two. And so that it
doesn't really have the airflow down the middle of the car. It's like right on your hand. So I didn't
really like that so much. But the other thing that was almost a little more annoying was I just
never could quite be comfortable without always fussing with the temperature. It's not really
very good at just picking a temperature and setting it and forgetting. I mean, noticeably better
than both the KIA and the Hyundai. I think that's maybe enough to compensate for its lack of
climate control. But they're about carrying cargo and doing some work. So we should talk about
utility. All three of these, when you have the rear seats folded down and the middle is in use,
they all have about the same amount of space. But things start to get different when you put up
the third row to put people in it. And what we found is that we could fit five regulation size carry
on luggages in the back of both the Telluride and the Palisade and just hit the hatch button and
have the hatch close all by itself. You could go pick somebody up from the airport and have the
kids along. When it came to the Explorer, and we did the same sort of method with having an
automated hatch close on its own, we can only fit three. Now we were able to fit four kind of
laying down and squishing it a little bit. But depends on how much you care about your
luggage. If you're cool with that, then four will fit in the back of the Explorer. I actually prefer a
manual folding seat. It's quick and easy. I'm tall enough, and my arms are long enough where I
can just reach in and grab the strap and then the seat folds flat. But something to keep in mind
is that if the weather isn't that great outside, if you don't live in sunny Southern California, to
reach in and grab that handle to raise the seats, you're going to lean over a muddy bumper or a

wet bumper, or a bumper covered in snow and your clothes are going to get ruined. But I will
have to say, I was holding my baby girl and trying to put the seat down, and you actually need
to use two hands to both raise and lower that seat. So when you grab the strap, you need to pull
it back and hold it in place when you release it. Having the power release, other than the
convenience of it, still serves some use in real world situations. They all have a cool, hands free
way to open the hatch. But they're not quite the same. And I think you tried it a few times. How
did you find that? And there's a certain spot it wants you to be at. If you don't get it right, you
look kind of silly. Whereas with the KIA and the Hyundai, they have this smart tailgate where
you just have to stand in back of the tailgate, it beeps to let you know that something's
happening. And then the tailgate just opens, which I think is a brilliant solution. And I only later
found out that no, it can sense where the key is and then it beeps, and then it opens. You can
just walk up like you guys both said, you can walk up with your arms full and just wait. You
might look a little weird and people might look at you and think that you've lost your keys. But
you just wait and that's it. And you're just like, oh wait, I don't want it to open. But since I don't
have any real experience in this, maybe our resident tow expert can shed some light. It was
front drive in the last generation but they changed back to rear drive. The Hyundai and KIA are
both front drive machines at heart. So really, that's an advantage for Ford because you want
your tongue weight to be pressing down on the drive wheels. And you get that with a Ford. And
that's part of the reason why I can tell a little bit more. It's maximum tow rating is about 5,
pounds. And they have four engines and even the hybrid can tow 5, The thing about the Ford
that is also good is that the hitch is right there where you can see it, the connector for the four
and seven pin wiring is right there. Seven pin wiring means it'll support electric trailer brakes.
You have to add your own trailer brake controller, but that's a plug and play operation using a
pigtail that comes in the glove box. So kudos to Ford for that. But the Hyundai and KIA, they're
no slouch either. They can tow 5, pounds. And what's good about them is you can get load
leveling rear shocks with those. In the case of the Telluride, it comes when you get the hitch. In
the case of the Palisade, it's something that comes when you get the 20 inch wheels. So it
works even if you're not towing if you got three rows of people in there. And 5, pounds is a nice
solid number. And the one thing that the Ford has over both of them is that it's got a tow haul
mode. And that changes the shift points and just makes it a nice drive when you're towing a
trailer. But that's a good one. All right. That Ford is really fast. And we actually had two of the
available four engines come in. We had platinum with a three leader twin turbo V6. And we had a
limited with a 2. And they were both quicker than the KIA and Hyundai. And the V6, the 3 liter
V6, did in 5. So as you say, that's fairly fast. I mean, they've put their stamp on that. And that's
not the only thing that Ford does well. It actually handles, quite surprisingly well. I think you
said it at the track where this is more like a tall wagon than a midsize three row SUV. But that
said, the Hyundai and KIA aren't slouches in a straight line. Considering these things are
primarily people movers, I think we could call those both adequate. They're not going to feel like
a vehicle that you can go out and you'd want to attack a back road in. But at the same time, they
handled themselves pretty well. It's just really nice on a winding road. Steering loads up nice in
corners. And it just has nice balance and composure. So driveability-- I think with the Ford and
its new 10 speed automatic transmission, I found that it wasn't quite as smooth as I would have
wanted it to be if I was driving this thing every day. Like the performance, it's got it. It's got it.
But it seems like it's tuned a little too aggressively, would you say? You really feel the boost,
not so much the eco. And it really wants to go. And that shows in our mpg results. The Hyundai
and the KIA are both rated at 21 miles per gallon combined. And the 2. And so it should be two
better based on similar driving. But what we saw is that everything got 21 miles per gallon. So
with the Ford, I found that it had good primary ride but not good secondary ride. And what I
mean by that is that it was able to handle the big stuff really well. But some of the finer
undulations in the road really came through and it made the ride feel a little busy, following
every little detail of the road surface, which I didn't feel in the Telluride or the Palisade. Now,
those suspensions are by no means perfect. But I felt like they absorbed a lot more of that
secondary jitteryness better. And all of our test cars came with all wheel drive. These systems
aren't necessarily geared for any hardcore off-road. It's more inclement weather. But that said,
we did spend a little bit of time with these things off road. And by we, I mean Dan. So Dan, what
do you think? But they can do a little bit more than that. We had a little off road course, we
could take them on. The Hyundai and KIA both have a four wheel drive lock button, which
doesn't necessarily lock the center differential, but it makes sure that the front and rear axle
have equal amounts of torque. It's not waiting for slip to engage an axle, it's just making it be
engaged all the time. The Ford has something similar, but it's kind of buried into a setting that
they call trail. And then there's another one for sand and deep snow. So you have a couple of
different settings there. They all have about the same level of articulation. None of them really

hiked the wheel any further off the ground than any of the others. But ultimately, if we all took
all three of these out someplace, it's not like one of them was going to be holding up the other
two. All these SUVs were equipped with some pretty advanced driving aids, like adaptive cruise
control. They had lane keep assists. They had blind spot monitoring. And all worked fairly well, I
think pretty even in that field. But I think what grabs people's attention even more today is the
infotainment systems and smartphone integration. What do you guys think about those? Has its
own Font. Yeah, shocker. But also, both of them were the same size. As It looks like an iPad
sitting there. And we like the portrait oriented screen at around , but this one is quite a bit
narrower. The bottom half doesn't really have anything going on, either. So I like the lower level
eight inch screen, which is landscape oriented. And you get a little tray underneath it, which I
like. I mean I can actually put my phone right in there. And it's like, no, I need to be in both
environments at once. So how much do these things cost? All of these things have a pretty
broad price range. And I think it depends on what you want as far as options go. You can buy all
three of these vehicles in a base two wheel drive configuration. Now, there is a more basic
Explorer than the XLT but that's probably just for fleet sales. But if you can find one of those,
that's going to start at 33, All the ones we drove are highly optioned all wheel drive versions.
Now 61k is pretty steep, and most people probably won't pay that much for an Explorer. So we
brought in a limited with a four cylinder engine to see if that would help its case. No, that
stickered at 53, Like, I don't think you could get those things above 50 if you threw everything at
it. Yet, they had the same number of features as the Ford, and, in some ways, felt better built.
Like, I think the interior quality of both those cabins were really nice, the materials that they use,
everything felt solidly screwed together. So KIA and Hyundai are providing a real value at this
price point. And I think they've set a new benchmark for this class in that sense. So with the
Ford, I mean, that's a hefty price tag. So what are we getting? They've got some really cool
forged aluminum control arms underneath there. There's the 10 speed automatic four engines
with turbocharger. So there's a lot of money in the engineering. But it's not the kind of thing that
you're going to see each and every day. It does lead to sharper handling and a couple of other
things. But as far as just commuting to the store or whatever, you're not going to necessarily
see it. So it's kind of like a case of, you don't quite get what you pay for. We tallied up all the
scores. And one of these vehicles comes out in first place. But that means one of these vehicles
comes out in last place. And I think it could be an attractive option if you're going to be doing a
lot of towing. And if you live up in the mountains, you could be driving a lot of mountain roads.
But fact of the matter is, the benchmark has been moved. They do everything that they're
supposed to do-- they're smooth or quiet, they're comfortable, they carry people. Also, in a lot
of comfort, they can still tow. My preference, though, would lean toward the KIA. I think it has a
richer interior. And I think it fits in with the brand. I know that styling is very subjective and it
always will be. And I think the Palisade doesn't seem to fit in with other Hyundais. I like to
Telluride because it's got its own personality. People stop me at gas stations and they
wondered what it was. One of them thought it was Land Rover. And I don't see that exactly, but I
do see that it looks really unique. Explorer, Palisade, Telluride. The Telluride remains our top
pick in this segment against some pretty formidable competition. It received an impressive
score of 8. But let us know what you think down in the comments. Be sure to hit subscribe if
you want to see more great content just like this and see you next time. The Honda Pilot is one
of the roomiest, quietest and most comfortable vehicles in the segment. It doesn't offer a choice
of multiple engines like the Explorer, but its standard 3. The Pilot's drawbacks are minor and
shouldn't discourage shoppers. To learn more about the Pilot of this generation, read Edmunds'
long-term road test of a Honda Pilot Elite. The Chevrolet Traverse is another good choice. It
boasts a tremendously spacious cabin and plenty of storage room. Even better, the supportive
seats and pleasant ride offer all-day comfort. But the compromised outward visibility and
low-quality interior materials prevent it from being a top-ranked competitor. The Dodge Durango
feels old because it is. This three-row crossover dates back to and exhibits qualities the
segment has moved past â€” namely, heavy steering and ponderous handling. But Dodge's
largest SUV does have some highlights, including several V8 engine choices, enviable tow
ratings and an adult-friendly third row. Consumer ratings and reviews are also available for the
Ford Explorer and all its trim types. Overall, Edmunds users rate the Explorer 3. Edmunds
consumer reviews allow users to sift through aggregated consumer reviews to understand what
other drivers are saying about any vehicle in our database. Detailed rating breakdowns
including performance, comfort, value, interior, exterior design, build quality, and reliability are
available as well to provide shoppers with a comprehensive understanding of why customers
like the Explorer. Edmunds experts have compiled a robust series of ratings and reviews for the
Ford Explorer and all model years in our database. Our rich content includes expert reviews and
recommendations for the Explorer featuring deep dives into trim levels and features,

performance, mpg, safety, interior, and driving. Edmunds also offers expert ratings, road test
and performance data, long-term road tests, first-drive reviews, video reviews and more. This
review was written by a member of Edmunds' editorial team of expert car reviewers. Our team
drives every car you can buy. We put the vehicles through rigorous testing, evaluating how they
drive and comparing them in detail to their competitors. We're also regular people like you, so
we pay attention to all the different ways people use their cars every day. We want to know if
there's enough room for our families and our weekend gear and whether or not our favorite
drink fits in the cupholder. Our editors want to help you make the best decision on a car that fits
your life. Simply research the type of car you're interested in and then select a car from our
massive database to find cheap vehicles for sale near you. Once you have identified a used
vehicle you're interested in, check the AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read dealer reviews,
and find out what other owners paid for the Ford Explorer. Edmunds has deep data on over 6
million new, used, and certified pre-owned vehicles, including rich, trim-level features and
specs information like: MSRP, average price paid, warranty information basic, drivetrain, and
maintenance , features upholstery, bluetooth, navigation, heated seating, cooled seating, cruise
control, parking assistance, keyless ignition, satellite radio, folding rears seats ,run flat tires,
wheel type, tire size, wheel tire, sunroof, etc. Edmunds also provides tools to allow shopper to
compare vehicles to similar models of their choosing by warranty, interior features, exterior
features, specifications, fuel economy, vehicle dimensions, consumer rating, edmunds rating,
and color. Is it better to lease or buy a car? Ask most people and they'll probably tell you that
car buying is the way to go. And from a financial perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to
make higher monthly payments, pay off the loan in full and keep the car for a few years.
Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less expensive option on a month-to-month basis. It's also
good if you're someone who likes to drive a new car every three years or so. Popular searches.
My notifications My Account. Photos Videos 3. Select year - Upcoming - New - New. Select a
type SUV Hybrid. Other years. Pros Strong engines for quick acceleration Rear-wheel-drive
platform improves handling and towing Roomy cargo area Cons Too much wind noise at
highway speeds The price can get frighteningly expensive in a hurry Lackluster interior material
quality What's new The Ford Explorer is fully redesigned for Part of the sixth Explorer
generation introduced for It's not the roomiest, but its standard infotainment and safety tech
offerings are competitive. Two things hold it back: subpar materials quality and high pricing.
The Explorer is the three-row SUV to get if your priorities include balanced handling and strong
acceleration. Unlike a lot of other SUVs in this class, it feels eager and light as you drive around
turns. There's a lot of grip too. The latest Explorer can handle lots of power, and Ford takes full
advantage. The sturdy turbocharged four-cylinder base engine easily outpaces the competition.
And there's a bonkers turbo V6 in the Explorer ST for those who believe too much is never
enough. Both are helped along by a speed transmission. It kicks down faithfully when you need
it to, but in city traffic, when you're just lightly getting on and off the gas, its shifting is too
indecisive. The Explorer's front seats are nicely shaped and comfortable. But we don't
recommend the optional massaging ones â€” the mechanism that makes them work can make
them feel lumpy when they're off. Seat comfort gets progressively less cushiony as you move
back to the second and third rows. Our Explorer Limited test vehicle rode smoothly most of the
time, but smaller road imperfections were a little more noticeable than in some other SUVs.
Operating the automatic climate control system can require more manual adjustments than
expected; the air vents won't pump out as much air as you want when you lower the
temperature, for instance. Another drawback is that the Explorer isn't as quiet as it should be.
The sound of the engine isn't well-masked, and you can hear gusty wind noises at even
moderate highway speeds. Things look decent from the driver's perspective. Front-seat space
is abundant, and the driving position is nicely adjustable. It's generally easy to see out thanks
to adequate glass area and good-size mirrors. But middle- and rear-seat passengers aren't as
well taken care of. Middle-row knee room and legroom are not up to the standard set by others
in the class, and the third row is unlikely to impress taller-than-average adults. Rear door
access can be clumsy if the doors can't be opened past the first detent because space is tight
between the large door map pockets and the prominent rear wheel arches. The third-row power
folding mechanism is nice, but raising the row for passengers must be done from the hatch
area. Do not be tempted by the optional Its skinnier profile does not work well with Apple
CarPlay, Android Auto and the display of the rearview camera. The Explorer is well-equipped
with driving safety aids. All Explorers come standard with automated emergency braking, lane
keeping assistance, cross-traffic and blind-spot monitoring, and automatic high beams. The
Limited also has adaptive cruise with lane centering. These systems work well. However, the
alerts sound overly similar, and the lane centering system may falsely accuse you of taking
your hands off the wheel. The Explorer's cargo hold is generous. With the third-row seats up,

it's a bit tighter than in some other SUVs, but you can still fit three or four rolling suitcases back
there. There's a good amount of small-item storage up front for your odds and ends, and child
seats are easy to install in the middle row. The Explorer's rear-drive architecture makes it
especially well-suited to towing, even if the rating of 5, pounds isn't particularly distinctive. The
Trailer Tow package comes with an easily accessed receiver hitch, four- and seven-pin wiring,
full support for an add-on electric trailer brake controller, a tow-haul transmission mode, and an
enhanced blind-spot monitoring system that covers the length of the trailer. On paper, the 2.
The rear-wheel-drive version is EPA-rated at 24 mpg combined, and the all-wheel-drive model is
rated at 23 mpg combined. Depending on what you compare it to, that's generally 1 or 2 mpg
better. But we could not match these figures in practice, possibly because this turbocharged
engine feels overeager. Our test average was This number lined up more or less exactly with
lower-rated competitors that we drove in the same way. You don't have to look very far or very
hard to see plasticky interior plastics, unsightly gaps and mediocre design details. These would
be understandable if this vehicle was a bargain, but it's not. The competition's very
well-equipped top-level models cost less than a lowly Explorer XLT with minimal options.
What's more, the Explorer's stiffest competition offers stronger warranty coverage. You'd have
to be the sort who puts a high premium indeed on mountain road agility and powertrain
performance to offset these drawbacks. On paper at least, the 2. But we found it hard to
replicate the EPA ratings in the real world, and in our tests the Explorer came out no better than
its rivals. You'll still peg the latest model as an Explorer, but this new one has a strong stance
and sleek proportions that suggest motion. And this is no hollow promise because it offers a
much better driving experience than any previous Explorer â€” or the majority of its
competition. It's fast, it has poise and balance, and it likes to be hustled through corners. This
Ford is the one to get if your daily drive includes mountain roads or interesting corners. The
Explorer is feature-rich throughout the lineup, but each trim up the ladder is substantially more
expensive than the model below. With that in mind, we think the XLT provides a good number of
creature comforts at a reasonable price. Unlike on the base trim, Ford also offers some optional
packages for the XLT trim that give buyers more choice. Read more. Find savings on the
Explorer for sale near you. ZIP Code. See Pricing. See all Explorer lease offers. Sponsored cars
related to the Explorer. Most helpful consumer reviews 5 out of 5 stars, 1, Miles on Platinum. Kia
Telluride vs. Ford Explorer vs. Check your price quote. Great Good Fair High Sample dealer
price:. Get started Already have a dealer quote? Also applies pressure to the wheel to guide the
car back into the lane. Post-Collision Braking Applies the brakes after a collision to reduce the
effects of a secondary collision. Intelligent Adaptive Cruise Control Maintains the distance
between the Explorer and the car in front. Also includes a system that keeps the Explorer
centered in the lane. Side Impact Test Good. Honda Pilot The Honda Pilot is one of the roomiest,
quietest and most comfortable vehicles in the segment. People who viewed this also viewed 4
average Rating out of 21 reviews. The Edmunds experts tested the Explorer both on the road
and at the track, giving it a 7. You probably care about Ford Explorer fuel economy, so it's
important to know that the Explorer gets an EPA-estimated 20 mpg to 28 mpg, depending on the
configuration. What about cargo capacity? When you're thinking about carrying stuff in your
new car, keep in mind that the Explorer has And then there's safety and reliability. Learn more.
To determine whether the Ford Explorer is reliable, read Edmunds' authentic consumer reviews,
which come from real owners and reveal what it's like to live with the Explorer. Look for specific
complaints that keep popping up in the reviews, and be sure to compare the Explorer's average
consumer rating to that of competing vehicles. There's a lot to consider if you're wondering
whether the Ford Explorer is a good car. Edmunds' expert testing team reviewed the Explorer
and gave it a 7. Safety scores, fuel economy, cargo capacity and feature availability should all
be factors in determining whether the Explorer is a good car for you. If you're interested in the
Ford Explorer, the next question is, which Explorer model is right for you? What do people think
of the Ford Explorer? Edmunds Expert Reviews Edmunds experts have compiled a robust
series of ratings and reviews for the Ford Explorer and all model years in our database. Our
Review Process This review was written by a member of Edmunds' editorial team of expert car
reviewers. What's a good price for a New Ford Explorer? Which Ford Explorers are available in
my area? Can't find a new Ford Explorers you want in your area? Consider a broader search.
Why trust Edmunds? Should I lease or buy a Ford Explorer? Check out Ford lease specials.
Sign Up. Our verdict. How does the Explorer drive? How comfortable is the Explorer? How
economical is the Explorer? Is the Explorer a good value? Models Document Type. Automobile
Accessories. Automobile Electronics. Car Navigation system. FL Instruction Manual. FAT
Instruction Manual. MV6 Installation Instructions. R
1986 ford f150 repair manual pdf
2002 ford taurus repair manual pdf
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espiratory Product. OjO electric Series Owner's Manual. FWL Instruction Manual. Sign In OR.
Don't have an account? Sign up! Restore password. Upload from disk. Upload from URL.
Code-a-phone A. Service Manual. Code-a-phone Supplement Manual. Quick Reference Manual.
Service Specifications Handbook. Shop Manual. Installation Instruction. Fitting Instructions
Manual. F Climate Control System. HM02 E Installation Instructions Manual. K98AX AB.
Installation Manual. User Manual. Installation Instructions. Mustang Racing MR. Hardware
Manual. Windstar Diagnostic Manual. Owner's Manual. Gen-2 Gold. Perimeter Plus. Owner's
Handbook Manual. CD Navigation system. Centerstack MyFord Touch. MyLincoln Touch.
Navigation System. SYNC 3. Instruction Manual. Operating Instructions. Repair Manual.
Operator's Manual. YT Original Instructions Manual. Installation Manuallines. Programming
Manual. Installation And Technical Reference Manual. OjO electric Series. Introduction Manual.
Quick Start Manual. VCM II.

