1997 nissan pickup distributor problems

Just replaced the timing chain but not sure how to reset the timing to the proper specs. The
timing looks to be set right. The truck still will not start could the distributor be degrees out?
Crankshaft pulley marks and front cover marks should align and the distributor. Rotor should
point to plug wire number one on the cap. Here are both the four and six cylinder timing marks
for the camshaft. Four cylinder two wheel drive manual. Do you. Yes, the rotor could be
positioned wrong. Below Check out the diagrams below. Please let us know if you need
anything else to get the problem fixed. Images Click to enlarge. Was this answer. The truck still
is turning over really slow and there is a little tapping noise but when you move the distributor
cap the noise stops. Could a bad distributor cause that? Crankshaft sensor may be at fault
instead of the distributor. Will an engine out of a Nissan truck work in a Nissan truck? The to
Nissan Hard-body truck used the same engine, the 2. Replaced timing chain and sprockets.
Thought we aligned it correctly. Now it runs but timing is way advanced. Cannot adjust less
then twenty degrees btdc. Was running good before we changed out the timing chain. We were
trying to do preventative maintenance. Even though you had the marks set, they may have
moved when you tension-ed the chain with the tension-er. Re-check the marks. Roy Was this
answer. Just verified that the marks are set and that they did not move. The truck seems to run
good, but my timing is still at twenty btdc. Can I let it go like this? Twenty is not too bad for idle
timing. Going to check the spec. I have just replaced the timing chain, both cam and crank
gears, and rear oxygen sensor. Erased the check engine light, now no lights are on. I had the
number one piston up and I set it on TDC. The way the book shows me is the first marking is
negative 5, 0, 5, 10, 15, I aligned it at the zero marking. Now when I start the truck it does not
want to idle, have played around with the distributor, advancing and retarding the timing,
cannot get it to idle. When I give it some throttle it wants to run better, seems like it is flooding
out. Can you help me? Thank you. What code? What kind of truck? What engine? Four cylinder
two wheel drive manual , miles. I just bought this pickup and it runs great. I do not think the
timing belt has ever been changed. Should I change it even if it runs like a dream? Hi there,
Change the belt as a matter of coarse, if it fails and it will not give any warning you will at best
be stranded and at worst do serious damage. I am not sure which engine you have so I do not
know if it is interference or not, this goes for any belt driven engine. If you do not know the
exact history replace the belt. Mark mhpautos Was this answer. Had to take the timing chain
out, it had broken the timing adjuster and rubbed a hole in the timing cover where the water
jacket was, letting water in the oil. So it had already jumped time. So I changed everything and
bought new parts. Need to know how to time it back. Your help would be greatly appreciated.
Here are the camshaft timing marks. Check out the diagrams below. Cheers Images Click to
enlarge. Hello again, I just want to thank you for all your help and just another problem again. I
am working on the truck listed above with a k24 motor. Now I am putting back the timing chain
and I forgot the sequence on putting it back. May I have the timing marks and the oil pump
marks for this vehicle? Thanks again. How do I set the valve cam timing to TDC? Is your timing
chain still OK? Has fire and is getting gas, timing marks are lined up correctly Was this answer.
Please login or register to post a reply. Camshaft Timing? The Truck Feels Like It's Sponsored
links. Ask a Car Question. It's Free! Automotive Forums. Ever since he got it it has not run great
When you are taking off it almost feels like it is holding back for some reason It surges during
steady acceleration The check engine light comes on often and the code is a PO which signifies
a cylinder 4 misfire, but it is most definitely NOT a dead miss, and I really don't feel a miss at all.
It's more of a surge He has taken it to his mechanic who specializes in foreign autos
NUMEROUS times and I know that the mechanic has tried several different things including, but
not limited to, replacing plugs, wires, cap, rotor, injectors I'm sure he checked basics like fuel
pressure, vaccuum leaks, etc and I believe he also tried a new EGR valve. He is a good
mechanic and my dad has used him for years with no problem so I honestly don't feel that it is a
mechanic incompetency issue. I have tried doing some swapping of the plugs and wires myself,
just to see if I could get the misfire code to set for a different cylinder or somethng, but it is
always PO The mechanic, and my dad for that matter, have basically just given up on ever fixing
this truck, but it just drives me nuts that it is so predictable, but so elusive at the same time. Has
anyone ever dealt with anything like this before? Let me know what you guys think. Fuel and air
filter have both been replaced and adequate air flow through breather inlet has been verified.
The surge is too rythmic to be trash in the fuel We have put gas treatment to no avail just for
good measure, but again, I don't think that's it. The PID on the coolant temp sensor reads fine.
An oil change, while always a good idea, is not going to fix a surge. I am pretty sure that the
mechanic verified proper timing. Just out of curiosity, however, did you have a particular reason
for suggesting oil pump timing as in I have checked the intake gasket as well as the rest of the
engine for vaccuum leaks and found none. The truck idles smoothly so it doesn't really seem
like a vaccuum leak. I asked a friend of mine a qualified mechanic what he thought about your

situation. He replied See if it's switching to closed loop when warmed up. How's gas mileage?
I'd also shoot a laser temp sensor at all the cylinders exhaust and make sure their all around the
same temp. I worked as an auto mechanic for 5 years. I remember looking it over pretty good
and everything seemed to be in order other than the cyl 4 misfire code. I also know the
mechanic who my dad uses on a regular basis and I have complete confidence in him. He has
spent much more time with the truck than I have and I know that he has a Snap-On MODIS
scanner so he undoubtedly got a better data readout than I did and after several weeks and
several trips back to him trying several different things the problem still exists. It does seem to
get pretty poor gas mileage. Unfortunately, I don't know what all he tested and did to the truck.
It's been over a year since he has messed with it and probably 8 months since I tinkered with it.
Having left the Mechanic business for the time being I no longer have access to a scanner nor
have the time to really spend with the truck. My dad has simply accepted the problem as an
inherent flaw and has given up even trying to get it fixed. The truck starts and runs so he just
drives it AS IS. Given that it is a Cylinder 4 misfire code Spark, fuel, compression, etc The main
reason I posted onto this forum was in hopes that there might possibly be a common yet
elusive problem that throws that code on these engines To 97 nissan PU weird problem, Do Not
overlook a partailly plugged exhuast system. Either in the converter most common or muffler!!
Have you run across this problem before on this engine? Seems like if the exhaust were
plugged it would throw misfire codes for more than just one cylinder or at least random
cylinders. Maybe I'm going out on a limb here, but it may be a broken vacuum hose. The engine
ran O. The fuel economy was terrible! I did some digging and found a broken vacuum hose
above the EGR valve. I know it seems simple, but it's worth a check! Ironically, I have the exact
same problem with my '97 Nissan 4x4, 2. Did you find a resolution to the problem? They found a
vacuum line that was plugged or partially plugged. After they cleaned it out, the truck ran fine. I
don't know which vacuum line it was. Have you tried replacing the low speed injector? Does it
run better after 55 mph? I have a 97 Nissan 4x4, 2. Mine idles fine, but has a flat spot at rpm.
Engine accelerates hard, then bogs down flat I feel it in the other gears, but the engine has
inertia to get past it then. Fuel economy is poor, too. I was thinking about plugged or partially
plugged vac lines, or the TPS I'm interested to hear ideas, because my problem sounds similar
to this guys. I am experiencing the same code, cylinder 4 miss. It has happened four or five
times now, the shop can find no problem except the code. One of the things we have
determined is that if the overdrive button on the automatic trans shift lever is disengaged the
check engine light gets set. What could the overdrive have to do with the engine light? The
shop has no clue. I am having the exact same problem with a misfire on cylinder 4. I started with
having the parts store check the codes. I have replaced the plugs, wires, distributor cap, and
oxygen sensor. Then I took it to the dealership. The next day the light came on again. Now they
want to replace the intake manifold. I just don't that's the problem. Has anyone found a solution
to this? Hey Guys, I know this is an old thread, but for those that are still looking for answers I
had the same issue misfire on 1 in my case. Did all the usual things everyone else had done
plugs, wires, rotor, distributor, etc with no luck. It made the cylinder run leaner and this
confirmed too much gas was getting forced into cylinder 1. That lead me to google this article
about cleaning the EGR passages. Simple fix with carb cleaner and some brushes but you need
the right tool to unscrew the port plugs at a slight angle. Took about an hour an a half to do but
truck runs perfectly now! Check pcv operation for oil fouling the cylinders.. Then valve guide
seals then head gasket itself. An engine idling too high can be annoying. It makes your car or
truck feel like things just aren't right, and it can draw unwanted attention at stop lights and in
grocery store parking lots. Luckily, there aren't too many things that can cause what's
commonly referred to as a fast idle problem. Some of the causes are super cheap to repair;
others are serious bank breakers. You can usually figure out what's causing a high idle problem
and estimate the cost before you open your wallet. The small engine in this truck is similar to
many other engines in Nissans and other makes. Most of them operate in a similar manner and
regulate the engine's idle speed using the same systems, so this information is useful for many
car owners. I have a Nissan Hardbody with a 2. It idles at 1, rpm, which doesn't go down after
it's warm. I checked all the plugs and everything seems to be plugged correctly. Any help would
be appreciated. The first thing to do is to check for vacuum leaks. Then make sure the throttle
linkage is free and moving smoothly. Also check the fast idle cam. Make sure it isn't frozen and
is adjusted properly. Here is the adjustment procedure:. When faulty engine idle is the
symptom, there can be any number of possible causes. Always check the inexpensive, common
problems first. More often than not, an idling problem is due to a cheap part failing or
something that has fallen out of spec or adjustment. Older cars will try to compensate for worn
spark plugs or a failing ignition coil by increasing the engine idle. An engine with a problem that
is idling at revolutions per minute is far more likely to stay running than the same engine trying

to idle at RPM. If the clearance is out of spec, adjust it using the adjusting screw to 2. Matthew
Wright. Matthew Wright has been a freelance writer and editor for over 10 years and an
automotive repair professional for three decades specializing in European vintage vehicles.
Updated November 04, Just replaced the timing chain but not sure how to reset the timing to the
proper specs. The timing looks to be set right. The truck still will not start could the distributor
be degrees out? Crankshaft pulley marks and front cover marks should align and the
distributor. Rotor should point to plug wire number one on the cap. Here are both the four and
six cylinder timing marks for the camshaft. Four cylinder two wheel drive manual. Do you. Yes,
the rotor could be positioned wrong. Below Check out the diagrams below. Please let us know if
you need anything else to get the problem fixed. Images Click to enlarge. Was this answer. The
truck still is turning over really slow and there is a little tapping noise but when you move the
distributor cap the noise stops. Could a bad distributor cause that? Crankshaft sensor may be
at fault instead of the distributor. Will an engine out of a Nissan truck work in a Nissan truck?
The to Nissan Hard-body truck used the same engine, the 2. Replaced timing chain and
sprockets. Thought we aligned it correctly. Now it runs but timing is way advanced. Cannot
adjust less then twenty degrees btdc. Was running good before we changed out the timing
chain. We were trying to do preventative maintenance. Even though you had the marks set, they
may have moved when you tension-ed the chain with the tension-er. Re-check the marks. Roy
Was this answer. Just verified that the marks are set and that they did not move. The truck
seems to run good, but my timing is still at twenty btdc. Can I let it go like this? Twenty is not
too bad for idle timing. Going to check the spec. I have just replaced the timing chain, both cam
and crank gears, and rear oxygen sensor. Erased the check engine light, now no lights are on. I
had the number one piston up and I set it on TDC. The way the book shows me is the first
marking is negative 5, 0, 5, 10, 15, I aligned it at the zero marking. Now when I start the truck it
does not want to idle, have played around with the distributor, advancing and retarding the
timing, cannot get it to idle. When I give it some throttle it wants to run better, seems like it is
flooding out. Can you help me? Thank you. What code? What kind of truck? What engine? Four
cylinder two wheel drive manual , miles. I just bought this pickup and it runs great. I do not think
the timing belt has ever been changed. Should I change it even if it runs like a dream? Hi there,
Change the belt as a matter of coarse, if it fails and it will not give any warning you will at best
be stranded and at worst do serious damage. I am not sure which engine you have so I do not
know if it is interference or not, this goes for any belt driven engine. If you do not know the
exact history replace the belt. Mark mhpautos Was this answer. Had to take the timing chain
out, it had broken the timing adjuster and rubbed a hole in the timing cover where the water
jacket was, letting water in the oil. So it had already jumped time. So I changed everything and
bought new parts. Need to know how to time it back. Your help would be greatly appreciated.
Here are the camshaft timing marks. Check out the diagrams below. Cheers Images Click to
enlarge. Hello again, I just want to thank you for all your help and just another problem again. I
am working on the truck listed above with a k24 motor. Now I am putting back the timing chain
and I forgot the sequence on putting it back. May I have the timing marks and the oil pump
marks for this vehicle? Thanks again. How do I set the valve cam timing to TDC? Is your timing
chain still OK? Has fire and is getting gas, timing marks are lined up correctly Was this answer.
Please login or register to post a reply. Camshaft Timing? The Truck Feels Like It's Sponsored
links. Ask a Car Question. It's Free! Distributor arrived in 7 days and fit vehicle. Too early to
determine long term reliability but am expecting good service. This complete distributor was a
direct bolt on. The quality appears to be equal to the 21 year old OEM that I removed. As of right
now I can say it is functioning prefectly. I actually received it a day early as well. Skip to main
content Menu. Close X. Call To Order: Alternator Bearing. Computer Control Relay. Crank
Position Sensor. Distributor Cap. Distributor Gasket. Distributor Rotor. EGR Vacuum Modulator.
Exhaust Temperature Sensor. Generator Drive End Bearing. Ignition Coil. Intake Manifold
Temperature Sensor. Knock Sensor. Reference Sensor. Spark Plug. Spark Plug Non-Fouler.
Spark Plug Wire Set. Starter Brush Set. Starter Drive. Starter Solenoid. Throttle Position Sensor
Connector. Vapor Canister Purge Solenoid. Vapor Canister Vent Solenoid. Vapor Canister Vent
Valve. Voltage Regulator. Air Intake. Body Electrical. Chemicals and Fluids. Climate Control.
Cooling System. Drive Belts. Engine Mechanical. Fuel Delivery. Fuel Injection. Tools and
Hardware. A1 Cardone. Spectra Premium. WAI Global. Shop By Vehicle. Replacement Ignition
Distributor. Click to Enlarge. Product Remark: 2. Shipping Options: Free Ground Shipping.
Brock Ignition Distributor. Notes: Distributor -- Nissan Pickup 2. SKP Ignition Distributor. A1
Cardone Ignition Distributor. M performance. Core Price [? Spectra Premium Ignition
Distributor. Product List Price:. Automated test equipment verifies signal strength, correct
polarity of wire harness, air gap, crank reluctor tooth size, as well as ignition coil and pickup
performance. RPT uses the correct gear hardness for the appropria. Replacement Had the part

at a very good price, received it faster then expected. Works great. October 12th, Posted by Jim
boyd. A1 Cardone September 9th, Posted by Buzz. Catalog: E. Vehicle Engine Nissan Pickup.
Catalog: K. Vehicle Nissan Pickup. Catalog: S. Catalog: B. Catalog: A. Catalog: H. The engine
will turn over but will not start. At the root of the cause was the camshaft position sensor. This
particular sensor is located in the distributor housing and cannot be obtained as a separate
part. In effect, the seal on the distributor cap wore down over time and allowed moisture in that
resulted in the sensor malfunctioning and ultimately expired. A good preventative measure for
this not to occur again is to coat the distributor cap seal with RTV or silicone sealant to further
protect the sensor from being damaged by moisture. This further supports the theory that
moisture coming in contact with the sensor is the culprit. If you have a for-profit service,
contact us. Most Common Solutions: not sure 1 reports replaced distributor 1 reports. Find
something helpful? Spread the word. Share on Facebook Retweet this page Email this page.
Helpful websites No one has added a helpful site for this Pickup problem yet. Be the first! Find a
good Nissan mechanic Read reviews of repair shops in your area. Enter your zip code: A free
service from CarTalk. Send Comment Add Complaint. Search CarComplaints. Not what you are
looking for? Search for something else:. Electronic ignition pickups are a component found on
traditional electronic distributor ignition systems. They are located inside the distributor and
function as the trigger for the ignition system to produce spark. The pickup coil monitors the
rotation of the distributor and triggers the ignition system at the optimal moment to produce the
best timed spark for best engine performance. As the ignition pickup essentially functions as
the activation switch for the entire ignition system, when it fails , it can greatly affect the
operation of the vehicle. Usually a problematic ignition pickup will produce a few symptoms that
can alert the driver of a potential issue that should be serviced. One of the first symptoms of a
bad ignition pickup is an engine that stalls. An old or failing ignition pickup may cut out signal
intermittently, which may cause the engine to stall. The engine may suddenly just shut off,
almost as if the key had been turned off. Depending on the nature of the issue, sometimes the
vehicle can be restarted and driven again after a brief period of time. However, this problem will
persist and worsen until it is taken care of. Another common symptom of a bad or failing
ignition pickup is a vehicle that does not start. While distributors have been mostly replaced
with coil on plug and ignition systems on newer vehicles, they are still commonly found on
many road going cars and trucks. If you suspect that your ignition pickup may be having an
issue, have the vehicle inspected by a professional technician, such as one from YourMechanic,
to determine if the car needs a replacement electronic ignition pickup. The most popular service
booked by readers of this article is Vehicle Engine Electrical Inspection. Our certified mobile
mechanics perform over services, including diagnostics, brakes, oil changes, scheduled
mileage maintenances, and will come to you with all necessary parts and tools. Our certified
mobile mechanics make house calls in over 2, U. Fast, free online quotes for your car repair.
Vehicle Engine Electrical Inspection Cost. Service Location. Engine stalling One of the first
symptoms of a bad ignition pickup is an engine that stalls. No start condition Another common
symptom of a bad or failing ignition pickup is a vehicle that does not start. Home Articles. The
statements expressed above are only for informational purposes and should be independently
verified. Please see our terms of service for more details. Excellent Auto Repair Ratings.
YourMechanic Auto Repair. Related Articles. Recent Vehicle Engine Electrical Inspection
reviews. Excellent Rating. Rating Summary. Ronnie 30 years of experience. Request Ronnie. He
did a great job with my car and fixed some issues I couldn't figure out for awhile now! Chris 22
years of experience. Request Chris. Chris arrived early and had our problem solved in a short
time. Great service!! Diana 18 years of experience. Request Diana. Diana provided great
professional insight on resolving speciifc issues with my vehicle. Will definitely recommend to
friends and and family. Michael 27 years of experience. Request Michael. Need Help With Your
Car? Related articles. Once Once upon a time, there was only one type of ignition system. It
used a distributor, points, a coil, and was subject to significant wear and tear. Then came the
electronic ignition, which replaced the points with an electronic Read more. However, you might
not know how that ignition system works. For that matter, Related questions N
chevy colt
1989 ford bronco manual
2003 f150 blower motor resistor
eed to fix antifreeze leak. I would recommend having a qualified professional come and perform
a cooling system pressure test on your vehicle. There are many places on a vehicle where
coolant can leak from, including the hoses, radiator, water pump, and heater core just Car not
moving when in gear If the shifter linkage has failed or broke it will not allow the transmission to
be put into gear. The transmission has multiple clutch packs that control the different gears that

are used while driving. Inside these clutch packs are Car has fuel compression and spark but it
won't start. Hi there. From the description you have provided, it would appear you have
replaced everything related to the vehicle's engine running. Obviously, replacing components
without a diagnoses is not working. It could be, a faulty ignition switch allowing the engine
Browse other content. Schedule your Vehicle Engine Electrical Inspection today! Vehicle Engine
Electrical Inspection Price. How can we help? Read FAQ.

