1979 ford ltd 2 door

Offered in a two-door sedan, four-door sedan, and station wagon, the LTD II also served as a
basis for the final generation of the Ford Ranchero coupe utility. The design of the Ford LTD II is
notable as one of the largest vehicles ever produced as an intermediate, released just as the
entire American auto industry began a period of downsizing. For the model year, Ford Motor
Company made substantial revisions to its intermediate segment product lines involving both
the Ford and Mercury brands. As part of the model changes, several product lines were given
mid-cycle updates. To further revive interest, other model lines were consolidated to reduce
internal competition and overlap. Alongside a massive exterior update, the Ford Elite became
the Ford Thunderbird, allowing Ford to better compete against the Chevrolet Monte Carlo and
its various General Motors counterparts and the Chrysler Cordoba , reducing potential overlap
between the Thunderbird and the Continental Mark V. As Ford discontinued the Torino, Mercury
replaced the Montego , as it expanded the Mercury Cougar nameplate to its entire intermediate
line with the previous Cougar becoming the highest-trim Cougar XR7 counterpart of the
Thunderbird. As with the LTD, the LTD II utilized a full perimeter frame; to isolate road shock
from the body, the frame was fitted with fourteen rubber body mounts and five cross members.
On the rear suspension, the four-link solid rear axle utilized coil springs. The LTD II derived
much of its powertrain line from the Torino, with one exception: in the interest of fuel economy,
the V8 was dropped from all Ford and Mercury intermediates, with the V8 making its return as
the standard engine outside of California. As options, Ford offered the M V8 and the Windsor
V8, with a cubic-inch V8 serving as the largest engine offering. For , the V8 was discontinued.
Though limited funds precluded a complete redesign of the exterior, the roofline and all
sheetmetal from the doors rearward were given an extensive update. Adopting much of the
design language of the redesigned Thunderbird, the roofline was given larger, straight-edged
windows including optional opera windows and a level beltline while the body retained relatively
large fender flares. The LTD II carried over the use of the Elite's hood and front fenders with a
restyled front end panel adapting vertically stacked rectangular headlamps and a new grille. The
rear end adopted styling elements of the full-size Ford LTD. Due to the cost of redesigning the
rear quarter side panels, the LTD II station wagon was produced with sheet metal nearly
unchanged from the earlier Mercury Montego line; the station wagon was discontinued after
Bucket seats with console and floor shifter were available on base- and Brougham-level coupes.
Also, internal competition from its nearly identical platform mate the newly downsized
Thunderbird with its much lower base price deflected sales from the LTD II two-door models.
Though officially considered a compact nearly two feet shorter and seven inches narrower than
the LTD II , the interior dimensions of the Fairmont entered close enough into the midsize
segment as downsizing extended beyond full-size vehicles. Along with its slow sales, the
potential for model overlap with the Fairmont led to the discontinuation of the LTD II station
wagon. In comparison to the LTD II, the downsized LTD was 11 inches shorter in length and 4
inches shorter in wheelbase, an inch narrower, and pounds lighter; despite the smaller exterior
footprint, the LTD rivaled its full-size predecessor in interior space. As the Thunderbird and
Mercury Cougar were downsized to the Ford Fox platform for , the Ford Torino chassis was
discontinued after After , the Ford Ranchero was indirectly replaced by the Ford Ranger, as the
coupe utility pickup segment was phased out in favor of compact pickup trucks in the United
States. In , the Ford LTD model name returned to the mid-size segment, with Ford renaming the
Granada as part of a mid-cycle redesign. All three body styles were available. From Wikipedia,
the free encyclopedia. Motor vehicle. Hidden categories: Articles with short description Short
description is different from Wikidata. Namespaces Article Talk. Views Read Edit View history.
Help Learn to edit Community portal Recent changes Upload file. Download as PDF Printable
version. Wikimedia Commons. FR layout. Ford Torino Ford Elite. Ford Granada in Custom Super
Deluxe. Custom Deluxe. Galaxie Mainliner. Fairlane Galaxie Galaxie XL. Galaxie LTD. Station
wagon. Del Rio. Ranch Wagon. Country Sedan. Country Squire. Personal luxury. Introduced as
the highest trim level of the full-size Ford model range, the LTD introduced options and features
normally reserved for more luxurious Lincoln and Mercury models. At various times throughout
its production, the LTD range included two- and four-door pillared and hardtop sedans, a
two-door convertible, and the Country Squire five-door woodgrain station wagon. The mid-size
LTD was replaced by the Ford Taurus , as Ford continued its shift towards front-wheel drive
vehicles. The LTD designation has been speculated by some to be an abbreviation of "Luxury
Trim Decor" and by others as a "Limited" trim designation for the Galaxie. There is evidence in
early s Australian LTD sales brochures, that "Lincoln Type Design" was adapted by Ford's
Australian marketing, as the meaning of the LTD nameplate to play up Lincoln-like exclusitivity
and design influence of its Falcon-based LTD luxury car, since actual Lincoln models were not
sold in that country. For the model year, Ford introduced an all-new design for its full-size
model range. To further expand its flagship Galaxie series, the LTD was introduced. Sharing top

billing within the Galaxie series with the performance XL, the LTD was designed as a
luxury-oriented vehicle, offering many features of more expensive vehicles under the lower
price of the Ford nameplate. In line with Cadillac and Imperial and its own Lincoln-Mercury
offerings , the LTD offered features and options such as power windows, power driver's seat,
power brakes, power steering, air conditioning, and a full or half- vinyl top called a landau or
brougham interchangeably by the same manufacturers. The launch of the LTD would lead to
several responses from other American manufacturers. For , the Galaxie name was dropped
from the LTD, making it a nameplate in its own right. Along with the rest of the Galaxie line, the
LTD received a minor exterior revision, including a split grille. Front disc brakes became an
option. For , the LTD underwent several changes, with a four-door pillared sedan joining the
model range. While the roofline of the four-door hardtop saw minor styling revisions, the
two-door hardtop saw extensive changes, giving it a formal profile. For the first time, the LTD
was produced with a direct Lincoln-Mercury counterpart, as Mercury introduced the Marquis
two-door hardtop. Serving largely as a preview of the upcoming major redesign, the LTD
adopted several minor revisions of its own. For the first time, the LTD badge was added to the
wood-trimmed Country Squire station wagon [7] as part of the distinct Ford station wagon
series, it did not fully adopt the LTD name until While the two-door hardtop saw slight changes
to its roofline, four-door hardtops were restyled to more closely match their two-door
counterparts, with the rear doors receiving more curves to their greenhouse design. The
vertically-stacked headlamps introduced in were replaced by a hidden headlamps ; shared with
Lincoln-Mercury, the configuration would be a design feature denoting the top-trim LTD for the
next decade. The hidden-headlamp system was operated by engine vacuum; if the system were
to fail, the headlamp doors retracted up to ensure the headlamps were visible. The model year
also saw further changes to comply with safety regulations. Along with the addition of side
marker lights and reflectors, the parking lights illuminated with the headlights; front outboard
shoulder belts were fitted to cars built effective January 1, The padded steering wheel was
replaced, following the addition of an energy-absorbing steering column. A limousine version of
the car was also considered, with the extra length at the C-pillar and the rear doors. At least one
example was built by Lehmann-Peterson. This car does not appear to have a B-pillar or a
division window. For the model year, the LTD was given a major redesign. Based on a largely
carryover chassis, the wheelbase of all full-size Ford sedans now stretched to inches. An
all-new body features a split grille with a horizontal center divider shared with XLs and Country
Squires. These were produced with bucket seats and center consoles; the console was similar
to the console in the XLs and Mercury Marauders of â€”, with a "stirrup" style shift handle. The
Police Interceptor motor was rated at Net horsepower and capable of times in the 8 second
range. Quarter mile times in the upper 15 second bracket, and top speeds in excess of Mph.
Approximately 7,, full-size Fords and Mercurys were sold over the â€” period. For the first time
since the s, the full-size Ford line was powered exclusively by V8 engines. The base engine was
the cid V8. When Ford updated its mid-size product line for , they took on the LTD name as well.
To differentiate them from the full-size product lineup, the mid-size cars were called the LTD II in
an attempt to appeal to buyers as a downsized alternative to the full-sized LTD which had
competition from GM's newly downsized full-sized cars. In Canada, the Custom nameplate
continued on for the last time, serving as the base model through the model year. In
comparison to its predecessor, the LTD shed approximately 15 inches of body length and 7
inches of wheelbase; dependent on powertrain the Panther chassis shed over pounds in curb
weight. Adopting the sharp-edged styling of the smaller Ford Fairmont , the LTD would shed its
optional hidden headlamps, with all versions adopting exposed rectangular headlights besides
a much wider grille. Base-trim examples were fitted with dual headlamps and clear parking lamp
lenses; higher-trim versions used quad headlamps with amber lenses. Intended largely for fleet
sales, the LTD S was sold as both a sedan and a station wagon without wood trim. A 4-speed
overdrive automatic transmission became an option for the 5. For , alongside the addition of the
4. The vents in the front bumpers were removed shifting the license plate mount under the left
headlamp and the sideview mirrors were repositioned leading to the return of vent windows as
an option. The 5. Introduced as an option with the 5. From to , Ford underwent a major revision
of its full-size and mid-size product lines, involving all three of its divisions. In line with Ford,
the Mercury Marquis and Grand Marquis were also split into distinct product lines; replacing the
Cougar sedan and wagon , the Marquis became the counterpart of the repackaged LTD.
Shedding nearly 13 inches of length, 9 inches of wheelbase, 7 inches of width, and over pounds
of curb weight dependent on powertrain , [18] [19] the LTD underwent nearly the same reduction
in size as its predecessor, although the downsizing was the result of re-marketing a
stronger-selling nameplate for a slow-selling model line. Ultimately, the LTD became the
third-best selling automobile in the U. Sharing the mid-size version of the Fox platform with its

Granada predecessor, the fourth-generation LTD has a In contrast to both the Granada and the
full-size LTD, the fourth-generation LTD was sold as a four-door sedan and a five-door station
wagon no two-door versions were offered. For its launch, the LTD retained two engines from the
Granada: a 2. A rare option, seen only in â€”, was an LPG propane -powered version of the
four-cylinder engine; it was largely discontinued due to poor sales and lack of propane fueling
infrastructure. For the first time since , the LTD was offered with a manual transmission; a
three-speed automatic was optional on the 2. For the model year, the LTD underwent a minor
model revision. Along with minor changes to the taillamps, the LTD received a new grille,
distinguished by a centered Ford Blue Oval emblem. It came standard with the high output 5.
The center console and floor-mounted shifter re-appeared, having last been available in the
full-size model year. Police Package editions were also produced alongside the LX. Notable for
its bigger sway bars and brakes, it also included bench seats with an automatic trunk opener
located underneath the steering wheel. They were a factory option and most were equipped with
light bars and police accessories, although some came without. Mercury's sister car to the LX,
the Marquis LTS, was available only in Canada and only in the model year, with only produced
that year. As the s progressed, the use of front-wheel drive expanded out of the compact
segment towards the mid-size segment. Following the success of the Chrysler K-Cars and the
General Motors A-body sedans along with the introduction of Honda Accord sedan and Toyota
Camry , Ford was one of the last major manufacturers to introduce a mid-size front-wheel drive
model line. For , Ford introduced the Ford Taurus and Mercury Sable ; originally developed as
the replacements for the Panther-platform model lines, the mid-size Taurus and Sable would
replace the LTD and Marquis product lines. Along with the transition to front-wheel drive, the
exterior of the Taurus was designed to optimize fuel efficiency, replacing the boxy LTD with one
of the most aerodynamic sedans in the world. For the model year, Ford marketed the LTD
alongside its replacement, transitioning potential buyers into the massive model change. An
upper version called Landau was assembled locally as well. From Wikipedia, the free
encyclopedia. Model range of automobiles. This article is about the domestic U. For the
Australian-built vehicle of the same name, see Ford Fairlane Australia. Motor vehicle. All LTDs
got a new Federally-mandated locking steering column and wheel, with the ignition switch
located on the right side of the column. In the rear, the long-running Ford styling tradition ended
as the twin round or square "jet exhaust" taillights were replaced by horizontal taillights on all
full-size Fords. In front, the LTD lost its hidden headlamps to Lincoln-Mercury, but got a new
front end treatment with a tall center grille section and "LTD" spelled out in block letters on the
hood. A new rear bumper integrated the taillights; also in the rear, the design of the trunklid was
squared off. Due to decreased demand in the segment, was the final model year for the LTD
convertible. The requirements for 5-mph front bumpers had taken effect, with larger rear
bumpers to be added in While the redesign slightly decreased the weight of the LTD, it still was
far in excess of two tons, making agility and fuel economy both key weak points. The new
styling was bulkier, making the car look significantly larger and heavier than previous models.
Four-door models sharing rooflines with Mercury were given thin B-pillars for roof
reinforcement and branded as "pillared hardtops" frameless door glass remained on all Ford
LTD models. Mostly carryover from the model year. Mid-year, a non-woodgrain LTD wagon
became available. A new Federal law required seat belts to be buckled before the starter would
operate; public protests prompted the government to relax this requirement. The engine was
replaced by the V8 sourced from Lincoln-Mercury for A catalytic converter now required the use
of unleaded fuel, and the gas gauge and fuel filler sported warnings to this effect. Retrieved 15
January Retrieved Archived from the original on A concise guide to the Ford and Mercury
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Mercury Marquis Ford Galaxie. Ford Granada â€” LTD II. Custom Super Deluxe. Custom Deluxe.
Galaxie Mainliner. Fairlane Galaxie Galaxie XL. Galaxie LTD. Station wagon. Del Rio. Ranch
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